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Talking 75c-$1 Sunday Nite B’way 
Legit as Bid for Pic House Trade 


A strictly 75c—or $1 at the out- 
side—legit attendance may be cre- 
ated if Broadway gets its Sunday 
shows, it is estimated by observers 
in the drama field. Ticket brokers 
particularly are dubious about $2- 
$4 tops for the Sabbath evening 
shows. 

Ticket men figure Times Square’s 
Sunday night patronage is instinc- 
tively picture house-minded by 
training, and that a large portion of 
legit shows’ Sunday night trade 
will be film theatre overflow. Legit 
at six bits or $1, at regular box of- 
fice scale, and not through cut- 
rates, would be something entirely 
new for Broadway and previously 
known only in the hinterlands. 

How a 75c-$1 scale on Sundays 
could be reconciled with the high- 
er prices during the week is a 
stumbling block just now for any 
serious thoughts of establishing a 
regular policy in advance. Legit 
peopie regard the problem as some- 
thing that will have to work itself 
out after the Sunday shows get un- 
der way. 

Yimes Square gets an estimated 
average of 200,000 visitors on Sun- 
day nights. Picture houses get 
around 60,000 of them. Rest hit the 
dance halls, restaurants, or just 
atroH. 

Legits’ problem would be to con- 
vert some of the regular 200,000 
into drama patrons, and also draw 
additional patrons downtown who 
otherwise would not visit Broadway 
on Sunday evenings. 


MATERNITY HOSPITAL'S 
SHOWMANSHIP POLICY 


Chicago, April 30. 

Chicago Lying -iIm Hospitai is 
going on the air with a series of 
five-minute transcriptions. Outside 
of the opening and closing theme 
number, ‘Ten Tiny Little Finger 
Prints,’ the records will consist of 
copy plugging the hospital’s setup, 
service, standing in the medical pro- 
fesh, ete. 

Dise will be spotted on 13 stations 
in and around Chicago. RCA Victor 
is handling the job. 








Flyer’s Lecturing B. 0. 





Spartanburg, S. C., April 389. 

Col, Roscoe Turner, second money 
winner in the London-Melbourne 
air dash, plus transcontinental rec- 
ord holder, is stacking ’em in the 
aisles with a two hour lecture-mo- 
tion picture show in Dixie on one 
night stands. Films show major 
flight details, 

Turner, under the Bruce Quisen- 
berry-Harold R. Peat (New York 
City) management, is also billed as 
‘Hell's Angels’ and other air thrill- 
ers stunt flier. 








Looking Ahead 





London, April 21. 
Ben Beyer, American comedy 
cyclist, is booked for a month 
at the Scala, Berlin, in 1936. 
Figures by this time the 
Hitler regime will be defunct. 


London Specs Stuck 
Pretty with Parade 
Ducats at $75 Per 


London, April 21. 


One of the most amusing side- 
lights on the projected Royal Jub- 
ilee here has been the way specu- 
lators have stepped in and attempt- 
ed to make profits on seating for 
the royal procession, 


All seats on crown property along 
the route—in the main boulevards 
through the parks, and so on—are 
sold at anything up to $75 a time, 
the proceeds going to the official 
charity started for the purpose. 

Privately owned seats along the 
route are mainly being devoted to 
charitable purposes, with the own- 
ers, who have had the expense of 
putting up stands, taking a cut for 
their outlay. 

Lots of smart boys, when proces- 
sion was first announced months 
back, started buying seats whole- 
sale, arguing that the demand would 
be so high that even a $75 top 
wouldn’t stop the overseas visitors 
wanting a peep at the horses. 

The boys are now realizing they 
have been sold short. Procession 
has been announced as being brief 
and without ostentation. 

Buyers, as a result, are not go 
keen, They thought they would see 
a@ real eyeful, and since the an- 
nouncement the sale of tickets has 
fallen off. There’s likely to be 
plenty of blank seats as a result. 


Talking Paper 
" Seeek April 30. 


A far reaching invention, which 
promises to revolutionize the talk- 
ing film tndustry, has just been suc- 
cessfully completed by B. P. 
Skvortzov, a Soviet engineer asso- 
ciated with the Scientific Institute 
of Communication. Consists of 
making talking films on photog- 
raphic papevw. 

A number of records made on 
‘talking paper’ have been demon- 
strated and, according to experts, 
proved successful. Has many ad-| 
vantages over celluloid. On a strip 
35 mm. wide, it is possible to print | 
eight records in parallel lines. | 
Furthermore, a method of multiple 
printing has been devised, and os i 
opens up great possibilities for 
speedy distribution. | 
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CINEMA SUBSIDY 
FOR PROTECTION 


Insures Breeding Ground 
for New Film Faces— 
Script Values a Second- 


ary Factor 








FIVE TO B.R. LEGITS 





‘Save Broadway for Hollywood’ 
is the watchword in the film-legit 
marriage for future production. 
Metro, Paramount, Warners and 
20th Century, all in the market for 
legit scripts, have taken the elas- 
tics off the b. r. and Columbia is 
ready to join them. All feel that 
they must produce plays in order 
to keep Broadway gcing. 


Filmdom has come to the con- 
clusion that Broadway must be 
kept going because it is the most 
natural source of both talent and 
material. Especially talent. Only 
about 20% of film stories come 

(Continued on page 51) 


MAX REINHARDT 
THEATRE ON 
BROADWAY 





Warners is negotiating arrange- 
ments with Max Reinhardt whereby 
the latter becomes producer for the 
Hollywood theatre on Broadway 
with Warners financing his produc- 
tions. If closed, house will be re- 
named the Reinhardt, with first 
attraction probably ‘Tales of Hoff- 
man’ due this fall. 


Deal will not interfere with 
Reinhardt’s annual productions 
abroad or proposed annual presen- 
tations in the Hollywood Bowl on 
the Coast. Warners has Reinhardt 
under contract for one picture year- 
ly for five years, first of which is 
‘Midsummer Night’s Dream,’ soon 
due for release. 





SEVEN-CENT CINEMA 
New Low Price for Paris — And 
Reading Room Gratis 

Paris, April 80. 
Low price for Paris 





touched by a new spot, set up in a | 
hall formerly used by Andre Citroen, | 


auto king, as showroom. 

Place offers feature picture, news- 
reel, cartoon, reading room with 
daily papers, telephone booth, in- 
formation bureau, horserace pari 
mutuel agency, and travel bureau, 
all for one franc (6.6 cents), 


cinemas | 


vv 








Tots on a Spree 





“RKO Albee, Brooklyn, as a 
busi.ess inducer for a Satur- 
day midnight show hangs out a 
sign reading: 

‘All children 26c.’ 


Ringling Show Aerialist 
Passes Qut on Wire, 
But Doesn’t Let Go 


A member of the Grotofent 
Troupe, one of the two high wire 
acts with the Ringling show at 
Madison Square Garden, N. Y., be- 
came unconscious at Monday after- 
noon’s (29) performance but he did 


not fall. Show people marvelled 
over the incident. 

Turn is a dupe Wallenda act and 
the man who passed out is 
Wallendas father-in-law. He com- 
plained of illness before’ going 
aloft and went limp while attempt- 
ing a head-stand. 3alancing pole 
| and @ guy wire which holds the 
| heavy strand taut are believed to 
have saved the _  aerialist from 
dropping into a net held by razor- 
backs, but performers said he did 
not lose his balance entirely. 

One of the Otari Troupe, flying 
act, went aloft and hauled Grotofent 
to the platform by the seat of his 
breeches. He was lowered to the 
sawdust by a rope. Aerialist went 
out of the show for several days. 




















‘Poet Prince’ of the Air 
Returns to the Pulpit 


Anthony Frome, ‘the poet prince’ 
of the radio, has teft the kilocycles 
to resume his former status as a 
rabbi. Under his right billing as 
the Rev. Abraham Feinberg he has 
accepted a call from the Mt. Neboh 
Synagogue in New York City. 

Five years ago the singer-preach- 
ev resigned an assistant rabbinate 
to study voice. Subsequently he 
achieved considerable prominence 
on the air and made numerous the- 
around New 





atrical appearances 
York. He is 34 years of age. 

Only other singing cleric was 
Cantor Josef 2osenbiatt, who 


achieved world-wide fame as a con- 
cert attraction. 


PLEASE-DON’T-RAIN CINEMA 
| Jackson, Miss., April 39. 
One of those please-don't-rain 
; theatres with nothing overhead but 
the sky has been opened here by 
Alee Dennery, under the name of 
the Rotisserie. 

First run pictures will be shown 
I, ustomers who indulge in a sand- 
| wich and a drink, 








Joe Schenck Does a Nifty Straight 
As Liz Bergner Receives the Press 


+ 


By CECELIA AGER 


Well, it seems Joe Schenck and 
A. C. Blumenthal, using their cele- 
brated gifts for persuasion, con- 
vinced Elisabeth Bergner it would 
be real nice of her to give in for 
once and meet the press. The mo- 
tion picture press, that is. Never 
mind the legit press. Miss Bergner 
is about to make ‘St. Joan’ for 
United Artists. Mr. Schenck and Mr. 
Blumenthal were genuinely inter- 
ested in giving the picture press a 
break. 

And so Mr. Schenck sent tele- 
grams to the pic people to come 
meet Miss Bergner in little Mr. Blu- 
menthal’s great fig Italian Renais- 
sance suite -at the Ambassador, 
where, they promised, she would 
give her very first and only inter- 
view in this country. ‘Prompily at 
5, the telegrams read. 

Promptly at the second string 
pic press assembled, were greeted 
by U.A. publicity men _ tip-toeing 
about the entrance hall. Cued, the 
press itself then tip-toed into the 
vast drawing room, where they 

(Continued on page 38) 


EVEN IN WEDDINGS 
NAZIS PLAY POLITICS 


Berlin, April 21. 

Announcement of General Her- 
mann Goering’s marriage to Emmi 
Sonnemann was more than a society 
event. It was also of political sig- 
nificance and marked a victory for 
the roly-poly general over his short 
enemy, Dr, Joseph Goebbels. 

When Nazi Germany began regi- 
menting all walks of life, Goering, 
as Prussian president, issued an or- 
der saying he was assuming the 
godfather role for all Prussian state 
theatres. tie catied a huge ceiebdra- 
tion in Berlin's Staatliches Schau- 
spielhaus and amid much oratory 
announced himself as the theatre 
benefactor and patron. 

Dr. Goebbels, as head of the Knl- 
turkammer, strenuously objected to 
Goering’s new role and appealed to 
party councils, but was rebuffed. 
Goering had beaten him te the 
punch. So Goebbels played his hole 
ecard and forbade any German 
paper to print Goering’s announce- 
ment or speech outlining his plang 
for rejuvenating Prussian theatres. 

But Goering bided his time and 
finally was able to crash German 
papers on his wedding and theatri- 
cal connections with plenty te 
spare, 


PIE THROWERS’ REVIVAL 
Hollywood, April 30. 
Ralph Staub will ‘make ‘Good 
Old Days’ at” Warners with @ 
number of old Sennett comics who 
are being rounded up. 
Only ple throwers cast thus fap 
are Ford Sterling and Chester 





Conklin. 
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Bis Shorts Not Only Would End 


Dualism but Favored as Means 


To Develop 


Talent, Directors 








- 


While the big circuits and oper- 
ators on the one hand are reported 
ready to make concessions to in- 
dependents in the Greater New 
York area and elsewhere in order 


to end duals, the production of elon- 
gated shorts, running about three 
reels, is a possibility on the other 
hand by distributors. At least one 
large major is considering this 
thought. 

The lengthened short subject idea 
would call for the production of well 
known one-act plays by footage not 
to run under three nor over four 
reels. Thought is that such length 
would take the place of a second 
feature and at the same time leave 
good turnover room for news issues 
ana one-reelers 

Among other things, plan is re- 
ceiving consideration because three 
and four-reel productions, based on 
one-acters, would provide a new 
medium for the development of tal- 
ent, directors, writers, etc., at lower 
salaries than possible in featuses. 
Besides, two-reelers are getting no- 
where, due to duals. 


Conferences are continuing in 
New York with respect to elimina- 
tion of double features over the 
metropolitan area but not much 
headway reported so far. It is 
agreed that the only chance of wip- 
ing duals out of New York lies in 
agreements giving indies a better 
pick of product and that leading 
circuit and other operators now 
having the edge are willing to make 
compromises. As it is, with Loew 
and RKO both heavily dualing 
Greater New York, and admissions 
at rock bottom, none is making 
headway. The indies also realize 
the hopelessness of the situation 
with the circuits double featuring 
and are ready to talk turkey but 
will insist on some protection, They 
will not only demand better deals 
on product but clearance which 
gives them a better chance. 

Elimination of duals may be tried 
in certain New York sections first 
to see how it works out. 


PAR, 20TH C, WB 
ETHER MUSICALS 


Hollywood, April 30. 


Close on the heels of Paramount's 
grabbing air names for its ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1935,’ the 20th Century 
has contracted Fred Allen, Harry 
Stockwell, Paul Whiteman and his 
band, Phil Baker, Beetle and Bottle 
and Rubinoff for its radio filmusical. 
Picture is still lacking a femme lead 
who will also be plucked from the 
air. 

Meanwhile, Warners is after air 
names for its ‘Radio Jamboree’ with 
Maxwell Arnow now in New York 
scouting talent. 











‘Personal Relatienshin’ 
Angle in Agency Suit 


Los Angeles, April 30. 

Considering herself no longer 
bound as a client to the reorgan- 
ized Ad Schulberg-Charles K, Feld- 
man, Inc., agency, since withdrawal 
by Mrs. Schulberg and Sam Jaffee, 
Evelyn Venable has brought suit in 
declaratory relief to have the man- 
agerial contract annulled, 

Actress’ action asserts that the es- 
sence of the disputed contract was 
the personal relationship which 
existed at the time the agreement 
was made, but that with change of 
personnel when Mrs. Schulberg sold 
her interest to Feldman and the 
latter was joined by Ralph H. Blum 


SHIRLEY’S GUARD 


Fox Praiser Keeps Press at a Dis- 
tance 








Hollywood, April 39. 

Shirley Temple is at Palm Springs 
for two week stay to clear up a 
severe cold that bothered hey for a 
short time. Fox has sent Joe Shea, 
publicity man with her, to see that 
the youngster is not annoyed. 

Shea will keep the photographers 
and interviewers in line and ar- 
range their appointments with the 
youthful star for times that her 
vitality and energy will not be over- 
taxed. 


LIGHTON MOVES OVER 
TO MG AS PRODUCER 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Metro has grabbed Louis D. 
Lighton to a three-year contract 


with the Paramount producer going 
over to Culver City Aug. 1, when 
he will have completed his final two 
pictures under hi. current deal. 
Lighton is scheduled to do a maxi- 
mum of six a year for Metro and 
will function as an executive pro- 
ducer responsible to Louis B. 
Mayer. 

He joined Paramount 10 years ago 
as a writer, and for past seven has 
been producing. Final pictures there 
are ‘Annapolis Farewell,’ which 
Richard Wallace directs, and ‘If 
You Hunt With Old Don.’ 











Gagmen Travel with 
Marxes’ Laff-Clocker 


Seattle, April 30. 


Al Boasberg and Morrie Ryskind 
are traveling with the Marx Bros. 
tab version of their forthcoming 
Metro filmusical, gauging the laffs 
and reconstructing dialog and situa- 
tions. After the current week at 
the Paramount, Marxes with their 
company of 30 in the 70-minute 
stase show, go to Portland for a 
week and wind up in Frisco the 
following stanza. After that the 
picture goes into work. 

For the local Par week the 25-35c 
scale was tilted to 45-55c. Feature, 
‘$10 Raise’ (Metro). 





EXTRAS COOLED 


Mob No Like That $17.50 Weekly 
Top in Stock Co. Setup 








Hollywood, April 30. 

Proposal made by some factions 
of extras for a stock company of 
atmosphere players under the aus- 
pices of all major companies is now 
cold with the discovery that the 
best a Class A extra could get out 
of such an arrangement would be 
$17.50 a week. 

This fgure is based on the aver- 
age use of registered extras over 
the last nine years and operating 
with a stock company of 1,000 as 
suggested, » 

With this number to get all the 
dress spots, the calls for the aver- 
age picture would guarantee under 
existing conditions less than a day 
and a half each per week. 





Vallee’s ‘Let’s Pretend’ 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Warners will star Rudy Vallee in 
a musical, ‘Let’s Pretend.’ 
Script for the film is being writ- 


ten by Ben Markson and Harry 
Sauber. Latter wrote the original 
yarn. 





JOAN MARSH BACK AT MG 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Joan Marsh is set in ‘Anna Ka- 
renina’ at Metro, her first role at 
that studio since her contract re- 
lease two years ago, 


SETTING ROGERS’ NEXT PIC 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Fox has borrowed Anne Shirley 
from Radio for the juve lead in 
‘Steamboat Round the Bend,’ next 








as new partner, the obligation has 
been nullified. She stated her posi- 
tion in writing, but the revamped 
agency disputed her right to with- 
draw. 

Nat C. Goldstone is demanding 
$2,373 in asseried commission ar- 
rears from Andy Devine in superior 
court suit, which declares that the 
actor has earned $25,045 sinee sign- 
ing a five-year managerial contract 
in 1931 and has only paid $131. 


for Will Rogers, 








WILL MAHONEY 


Edinburgh Evening News, Eng- 
land, says: 

“Those who saw Will 
when he was in Edinburgh in. No- 


Mahoney 


vember will not hesitate to renew 
acquaintance with an artiste who 
danced and tumbled until they were 
helpless with laughter. Others, 
having heard of Mahoney’s unusual 
comedy gifts, have apparently de- 
cided that he is an artiste who 
should not be missed.” 
Direction 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Mayfair Theatre Building 
New York City 


Metro Settles 
Edwina Booth’s 
$1,000,000 Suit 


Metro is settling the $1,000,000 
suit of Edwina Booth, erstwhile 
M-G contract actress, out of court. 
Her action was brought as result 
of a fever she contracted while 
making ‘Trader Horn’ in Africa 
about five years ago. Preliminary 
adjustment has been arranged al- 
ready, with final details on the set- 
tlement awaiting Miss Booth’s ar- 
rival in New York from Hollywood. 
She is scheduled to get here Fri- 
day (3). 

Amount of the settlement, based 
on adjustment so far made, is not 
mentioned, but Miss Booth is said 
to have been anxious to reach the 
compromise instead of awaiting 
trial of her suit, so that she could 
go abroad to undergo treatment for 
the fever from which she has suf- 
fered ever since going on African 
location with ‘Horn.’ 

Actress will sail for England as 
soon as settlement of her suit is 
consummated in New York with 
Metro. 

Miss Booth went into the ‘Horn’ 
picture from unknown ranks, achiev- 
ing importance and name through 
the success of the animal produc- 
tion but subsequently deprived of 
going further in pictures due to the 
fever ailment. Metro kept her on 
the payroll for a time. 














SAILINGS 


June 22 (New York to Rio de 
Janeiro) Maurice and Cordoba, 
Buster West, Lucile Page, Danny 
Dare Girls (8), Max Bergere orches- 
tra (8) (Pan American.) 


May 12 (Los Angeles to New 
York) Mrs, M. C. Levee (Califor- 
nia). 

May 8 (London to New York) 
Arthur Dent (Ile de France), 


May 4 (London to New York) 
Sally Metcalf, Eileen Ford (Paris). 


May 4 (New York to Hollywood) 
Eddie Cantor, Phil Rapp, Harm 
Einstein (Virginia). 


May 4 (New York to London) 
John van Druten (Champlain). 

May 3 (Montreal to London) 
D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. (Ascania). 

May 2 (New York to London) 
Jack L. Warner, Jake Wilk (Ma- 
jestic). 

May 1 (Los Angeles to Honolulu) 
Claire Trevor (Monterey). 

April 27 (New York to London) 


Jack Whiting, Beth Sully, Allan 
Cross, Gali Gali, Felovis, Fred 
Mackay, Mrs. Jack SS. Connolly 
(Lafayette). 





ARRIVALS 


Margaret Sullavan, William Wy- 
ler, Gregory Ratoff, Jascha Heifetz, 
Geraldine and Joe, Crane Twins, 
Monty Banks, 


FAMOUS FIRST NIGHTS 





The following descriptions of memorable theatrical premieres ig 
compilation of stage, screen, concert or nite club openings which, for 


some odd circumstances or another, stand out in show business. 
will be recorded without thought to chronological order. 


They 
The reasons 


for the distinction of each premiere range anywhere from some historical 
significance, in connection with the debut of an artist, novelty show 
venture, play or company, to some other attendant excitement backstage, 
some colorful occurrence out front, or merely because of the gala eir- 
cumstances. This is to be a continued series. 





‘Chauve-Souris’ 
(Century Roof, N. Y., June 5, 1922) 
First showing of ‘Chauve-Souris,’ the Russian variety show imported 
from Paris, was at the 49th St. theatre, N. Y., where, starting in Feb- 


ruary, 1922, it was announced for six weeks and stayed 18 weeks. 


Com- 


stock & Gest made the presentation but it was Morris Gest who was 


the impresario and ‘Chauve-Souris’ 


paved the way for the Moscow Art 


Theatre which he presented with distinction the following season at the 
then Al Jolson theatre, a house that has passed from the legit field. 
But the premiere of the second edition of ‘Chauve-Souris’ was on the 


Century Roof, the same summer of its debut. 


So sure was Gest of the 


show’s popularity that he opened it against the premiere of the ‘Follies’ 


at the New Amsterdam. 


It was a brilliant opening, drawing the class of 


intelligentsia and the literati. Feminine portion of the audience was an 


unofficial fashion show rivaling anything of a costume nature on 


stage. 


the 


Nikita Balieff, the moon-faced m.c. who was called a conferencier, 
‘The Parade of the Wooden Soldiers’ and ‘Katinka’ were retained frem 


the original bill and stood out. 


Comstock & Gest had used the Century Roof before for midnight revues 
which echoed the Ziegfeld ‘Midnight Frolics’, both aerial shows being 


out by the time ‘Chauve-Souris’ arrived. 


In the theatre proper they had 


produced ‘Aphrodite’ and ‘Mecca’, spectacles, which followed ‘Chu Chin 
Chow’, staged at the Manhattan Opera House, and were about to ready 
‘The Miracle’, last spec at the Century. 

‘Chauve-Souris’ maintained an admission scale of $5.50, only attraction 


to hold that top through the season until the ‘Follies’ came. 


There was 


a downward trend in ticket scales and when the ‘Music Box Revue’ 


opened at $5.50, ‘Chauve-Souris’ dropped to $4.40. 


the site of an apartment house. 


The Century is now 





‘His Excellency’ 
(Broadway, N. Y., Oct. 14, 1895) 
Produced by Al Hayman and Charles Frohman, this operetta marked 


the debut of a new star and the exit of an old favorite. 


The piece was 


written by W. S. Gilbert and set to the music of Dr. Osmond Carr, whose 
efforts merely went to show how importantly Sir Arthur Sullivan’s music 


had figured in the G. & S. productions, 


The libretto was stiff and creaky, 


labored in its comic device and lacking the easy flow of the earlier work. 


It was his last important work. 


The debut was that of Nancy McIntosh, sister of Burr McIntosh, who 
had made her professional debut in concert in Pittsburgh shortly before. 
She gave rare promise but married and retired before the fulfillment of 


her ambition. 
also in the cast. 


Ellaline Terriss, from London, and Julius Steger, were 
Anton Seidl conducted. 





Acad’s Big Brother Bid to Scribes 
Has Guild Looking Under Woodpile 





HOT AND COLD 


Pogany Gets Bid For P. O. Murals 
Same Day Spouse Sues For Coin 








Los Angeles, April 30. 


Circumstances gave Willy Pogany 
the hot-and-cold treatment last 
week when his former spouse sued 
him for alleged maintenance pay- 
ments on the same day the UV. S&S. 
Government asked the artist to sub- 
mit mural designs for the new post 
office and palace of justice at Wash- 
ington, D. C., 

The Hungarian painter currently 
set designer at Warners, is one of 
11 artists throughout the world who 
have been invited to compete for the 
new capital buildings adornment. 

Lilian Pogany’s suit demands §$2,- 
136 she claims is due under a prop- 
erty settlement pact at $60 per week 
made in January, 1933. 





Zz 


Film People in Cafe 
Brawl Settle Damage 


Los Angeles, April 30. 
Lon Young’s complaint for $19,900 
damages for injuries allegedly re- 
ceived during a_ so-called New 
Year’s eve affray in the Trocadero 
cafe was dismissed on a reported 
settlement just before the case was 
taken under submission by Court 
Commissioner Kurtz Kauffman. 
Commissioner Kauffman declared 
he was satisfied Mrs. Roy Chanslor, 
wife of the writer, was partially 
liable for injury to Young when an 
old-fashioned cocktail glass was 
hurled from a group and struck the 
independent producer in the head as 
he was sitting at a nearby table. 





Nora Gregor Back 


Vienna, April 19. 

Nora Gregor, who was in Holly- 
wood for Metro fo: a while, is re- 
appearing on the stage here after 
a long absence. 

She will make her first appear- 
ance again in May at the Burg the- 
atre. Will play the leading role in 
Ernst Unday’s and Ludwig Balint’s 





‘Marie. Baschkirtscheff.’ 





Hollywood, April 30. 

Screen Writers Guild again goes 
on the warpath against the Acad- 
emy, this time inspired by the ap- 
pointment by the latter body of a 
producer-writer committee to re- 
vise the existing Acad studio- 
writers pact and probably make 
further concessions to the scrib- 
blers. 

Board of directors in a long wire 
to the members asked them not to 
be fooled by the Academy action, 
claiming it is a move to entice 
members from the Guild. 


In its warning, the board states: 
‘The promise to make concessions 
through the Academy is to stall off 
the real demands of writers and to 
avoid recognition of the Guild. The 
Academy is a company union and 
the campaign to strengthen the 
dormant writers’ branch has in 
some cases taken the form of in- 
timidation.’ 

Telegram states that any Guild 
member joining the Academy is 
committing an act of disloyalty to 
his own organization and to fellow 
writers. 

Producer-writer committee of the 
Academy, over which all the fuss 
has been raised, has not yet set.a 
date for its meetings, although the 
scenarist group is holding a series 
of confabs seeking to arrive at new 
conditions to be asked of the stu- 
dios. 


Breen Vacash Abroad 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Joe Breen leaves May 15, a month 
earlier than planned, for his Euro- 
pean vacation of two months. He 
will sail from New York. 

Breen will go to Carlsbad first 
for a brief rest and then will tour 
Germany, France, England and Ire- 
land. 








MISS DAVRIL’S DIVORCE 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Yola. Davril, film actress, Was 
granted a divorce here from Edward 
Ward, music director and ‘song- 
writer. 
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BIG BIZ WITH P 





Pic Biz Runs 2d to Oil Production 
In Calif; Census Lists 39 Studios 
Valued at $97,748,377; 9,022 Workers 


Washington, April 30. 

Motion picture ‘production is 
California’s second most important 
industry, being out of top place by 
oil production and refining, Census 
Bureau reports from last year’s bi- 
ennial census of manufactures re- 
veals. 

Based on reports for 1933 opera- 
tions, Census survey fixed figure of 
$97,748,377 as the rough value of 
products from 39 studios, explain- 
ing impossibility of arriving at 
closer or more dependable estimate 
and noting that this figure more ac- 
curately represents the aggregate 
cost of production. 

The number of studios reached the 
lowest point in the past six years, 
Census reported, dropping from 67 
in 1931. Total for 1929 was 52. 

Despite the depresh, and possibly 
reflecting benefits of the pic code, 
Census study showed number of 
wage-earners—not including stars, 
writers, directors, and other high- 
paid employees—was 9,022 as com- 
pared with 8,036 in 1929. Figure for 
1931, when creative group was in- 
cluded, reached 11,169 but is not 
strictly comparable with the other 
two years. 

Total wage payments were $15,- 
460,091, as compared to $19,560,237 
in 1929 and the inflated figure of 
$63,242,671 for 1931. Cost of ma- 
terials, fuel, energy, etc., ran $17,- 
092,643, lowest in the six-year period 
and comparing with $20,658,025 in 
1931 and $25,457,945 in 1929. 

Although only a loose approxima- 
tion, the ‘value of products’ estimate 
for 1933 ran to $97,748,377 against 
$119,416,293 in 1931 and $129,274,- 
246 in 1929, while the value added 
by manufacture—which the Census 
confesses is of little significance— 
was $80,655,734 against $98,758,268 
and $103,816,301 respectively. 

Films’ payroll for wage-earners 
only amounted to more than one- 
fifth of the entire amount paid in 
California’s manufacturing indus- 
tries, while the number of such em- 
ployees was nearly double that in 
any other line. Total wage-earners 
in all types of manufacturing was 
70,531 and aggrgate payroll was 
$70,847,105. 


AMOS ’N’ ANDY SET IN 
PAR’S ‘BIG BROADCAST’ 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Decision of Paramount to include 
Amos 'n’ Andy in ‘The Big Broad- 
cast of 1935’ came after seeing re- 
turns on Lord & Thomas’ survey to 
ascertain the blackface team’s popu- 
larity. 

Three days before the contract 
was signed, Amos ’n’ Andy left the 
coast for Chicago, although they 
had been hibernating at Palm 
Springs for two months. Had the 
contract been okayed several days 
previous, they could have remained 
here and knocked out their sequence 
in the picture. As it is, Paramount 
has to bring them and their an- 
nouncer back here in June, and pay 
the additional line charges for the 
broadcast. 

Willie West and McGinty, stand- 
ard vaude act for 20 years, have also 
been added to the picture, and will 
do their house building routine. 











Par Overrules Queenie 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Option of Queenie Smith, brought 
from the stage to Paramount a year 
ago, was not picked up on its ex- 
piration three weeks ago. 





Fox Signs Barbara Blane 


has been signed 
She 


Barbara Blare 
to a one-year contract by Fox. 
leaves for Hollywood May 3. 


Edward Trevor, Guild Theatre 


player recently given a Fos termer, 
is already on the Coast. 


4 


> 





Some Fun 





Hollywood, April 30. 

New sport, variation of the 
Laurel and Hardy give-and- 
take routine, has been invented 
by Busby Berkeley and Ted 
Healy. It’s played with two 
pairs of scissors and a few 
wrestling holds. Idea is to see 
which can cut most of the 
other’s hair. Berkeley is pres- 
ent world champ. 

Boys say it’s great fun, only 
drawback being you have to 
wear your hat all the time. 














SCHNOZ NICKED 
FOR 34,000 ON 
FORGED CHK 


Jimmy Durante, just closed at the 
Casino de Paree, N. Y., nitery, is 
going back to the coast on two 
matters. One concerns Metro pick- 
ing up an option on his film serv- 
ices. The other is to discover who 
nicked him for $4,000 by forging a 
check. 

When the Bank of America, Cul- 
ver City, wired the Schnoz that he 
was overdrawn, Jimmy sent for the 
statements and _ discovered the 
phoney, dated Feb. 11, last. There 
followed a series of messages, one 
finally relating what appears to 
have happened. 

Some wise guy who knew Durante 
would be east for several months 
propositioned the Master Shoe Re- 
builders in Los Angeles, saying that 
Durante was considering buying in 
on the business. Check made out 
to the company for $4,000 was tend- 
ered with the stipulation that if 
Durante changed his mind the 
money would be returned, less $100, 
latter item to be retained for any 
bother incurred. 

After the phoney cleared through 
the bank, the alleged crook advised 
the shoe concern that the deal was 
off, secured a check for $3,900 from 
the Rebuilders and vamped. 








Barrymore in Warfield 
Role for ‘Peter Grimm 


? 





Hollywood, Apri! 30. 


Lionel Barrymore has been bor- 
rowed from Metro by Radio to play 
the David Warfleid part in ‘The Re- 
turn of Peter Grimm.’ Anne 
Shirley is also set. 

George Nicholls, Jr., will direct; 
Kenneth Macgowan producing. 
Scripting of the Belasco play is be- 
ing done by Francis Faragoh. 





Metro’s Remake of 12 
Year Old Viennese Pic 


Metro has bought ‘Hands of 
Orlac,’ a 12-year-old Viennese silent 
film, for remake purposes. It will 
be Karl Freund's first directorial 
assignment for M-G and was bought 
at his suggestion to star Peter 
Lorre, on loan from Columbia. 

Freund suggested the yarg to 
Universal when he was there some 
months ago but was nixed, 





WAITING FOR JEANETTE 
Hollywood, April 80. 

Nelson Eddy is back on the Coast 
after a concert tour, for Metro's 
‘Americans Sing, Too.’ 

Picture awaits return of Jeanette 
MacDonald from a Hawaiian holl- 
day, 





CAN'T RUSSIANIZE 
CAL., BATTLE GRY 


All Sections of State Join 
Forces to Set Up Barrier 
Against Vagrant Influx— 
Cross Border at Rate of 
5,000 a Month—<Act to 
Scotch Transient Vote 








STUDIO REDS 





Hollywood, April 30. 
‘They Can’t Russianize California’ 
is the battle cry of business in 
northern and southern California, 


united for the first time in the his- 
tory of the state. It’s all in an effort 
to kill off excessive taxation for the 
present and future by advocating 
the passage, by the present legisla- 
ture in session at Sacramento, of a 
law whereby transients must reside 
a minimum of two or four years 
within the confines of the common- 
wealth before permitted to register 
and vote. 

Interests united in this move are 
motion pictures, California Citrus 
Growers’ Association, oiland cement 
companies, financial groups, manu- 
facturers’ and merchants’ associa- 
tion, railroads and bus interests, 
local and state chambers of com- 
merce. 

Besides the move to keep the 
state from being ‘Russianized’ via 
legislative mensures, these groups 
will also appeal to the U.S. Govern- 
ment along with the other states 
bordering on California to devise 
means whereby so-called vagrants 
and persons not having visible 
means of support or positions in the 
state be stopped at the various bor- 
dering towns from entering the 
state. 

This move which brought about 
harmony between the north and 
south of the state was kindled by 
the picture interests which started 
the campaign against excessive and 
prohibitive taxation, pointing out 
that conditions would be unbearable 
in California if the so-called va- 
grants were permitted to come into 
the state, get a Government or 
county dole and in short time find 
their way to the ballot box to have 
voice in the distribution of state 
funds in a reckless and unnecessary 
manner, 

5,000 a Month 

It was demonstrated through sta- 
tistics and figures that around 5,000 
or more transients a month were 
coming into California and that 
within a few years industry would 
find conditions intolerable from a 
taxation standpoint and an exodus 
of both capital and population would 
start which in a short time, would 
leave California in a bankrupt con- 
dition, without any possibility of 
raising revenue funds to meet its 

(Continued on page 52) 
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Hollywood's Eastern Production 


Experiment with 


15-20 Pix Next 


Season Now Awaits Bankers Okay 


+ 





Under $200,000 


Paramount’s ‘The Scoundrel,’ 
Hecht and MacArthur’s third 
production, with Noel Coward 
starred, costs under $200,000, 
the cheapest cost picture to go 
into Radip City Music Hall. It 
opens tomorrow (Thursday). 
Low cost was achieved through 
the H-McA team drawing 
nothing for script or direction, 
being in on a split with Par. 

Coward was drawing at the 
rate of $4,000 a week and 
worked four weeks on the film. 
He additionally is cut into the 
profits of the picture. 


¢ 











a long-term contract with Para- 


her, has become pacified. 
for a new leading woman for ‘The 


termer for Metro, 


film assignment at Radio. 
is ‘Jalna.’ 





GEO. KAUFMAN’S 
COME 'N G0 
MG DEAL 


Hollywood, April 30. 


Deal permitting him to come and 
go from the studio'as he sees fit, 
during the existence of the pact, 
has been made between George 8S. 
Kaufman and Irving Thalbrg at 
Metro. Kaufman is to serve in a 
general editorial capacity for five 
years, 

Writer is due here in about a 
month, and will be given the right 
to commute between Culver City 
and New York whenever his bust- 
ness and show affairs require. 


PAR’S NEW VIENNESE 
GAL VIA LONDON’S BIP 


London, April 30. 


Grete Natzler, under contract to 
B.I.P, for three pictures, has signed 











mount. 

She leaves London for Hollywood 
in the middle of May. 

B.LP., at first annoyed at losing 
Looking 


Dubarry,’ in which had her set. 





WEBB, WOOD’S CHORES 
Clifton Webb left Saturday (27) 
for Hollywood to start in on his 


Same day Peggy Wood hopped a 
Hollywood-bound train for a one- 
Picture 





G. M. Making a Play for Caviar Set 
By Draping Pic Stars Around Chevy 


—-— 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Hollywood is serious about mak- 
ing 15 or 20 pictures collectively in 


the east. 

While the idea originates here, 
the main problem now is for the 
studio men to sell it to the bank- 
ers in the east, 

Prime thought of the eastern 
trek, if only for a Nmited number 
of pictures, is that such an under- 
taking would stand as a permanent 
rather than an abstract threat on 
the film industry leaving Holly- 
wood. It may prove Hollywood's 
best protection. Especially so if the 
actual production experience in the 
east pans out. By production ‘in 
the east,’ the trade now understands 
that to mean North Carolina, New 
Jersey or Delaware. Site not yet 
definite. But the collective pro- 
duction experiment in the east is 
strong among studio heads. 

The 15 to 20 of next year’s fea- 
tures, contemplated by a group of 
major producers, will be made east, 
regardless of which way the tax 
wind blows in the legislative gale 
up north, 

Those interested in the coopera- 
tive setup are Paramount, Metro, 
Radio, Fox, Columbia, United Art- 
ists and Warners. It is held likely 
that each of the major producers 
will turn out at least three pictures, 

Expected that within a fortnight, 
site of the group plant will have 
been selected. Plans call for early 
fall production, which would mean 
that the plant will rise through the 
summer months. 

Studio executives figure that such 
an experimental move would serve a 
useful purpose inasmuch as it 
would offer a gauge of working 
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Hollywood, April 30. 

In order to get the aristocracy of 
the south to get rid of its old 
crocks and ride in Chevrolets with- 
out losing caste, General Motors 
has representatives in Hollywood 
trying to get the cinema great to 
appear in 200-foot subjects, show- 
ing them at the wheel of a Chevvie. 

Motor company has found a great 
deal of sales resistance in the south 
among owners of old Cadillacs, Lin- 
colns and Pierce Arrows who feel 


that anything less than 154-inch 
wheel base is white trash. 
GM has entrusted Jam Handy 


Picture Service of Detroit to make 
the subjects which must be creamed 
with dignity and picture names of 
the first rank. 


of the 
household equipment had a picture 
made here several months ago which 


for a name featured one of the 
better known screen comics. Comic 
got se hoky in the picture that 


it killed the manufacturer’s chances. 


risks of this kind, so comics are 
out. Public has grown to expect 
that every time a comedian gets 


into a car the thing falls apart. 


sued one of those formal statements 
deprecating commercial screen ad- 
vertising. 
ports of GM’s campaign for Holly- 
wood names tn commercial shorts. 





important because one 
manufacturers of 


Latter is 
large 


General Motors wants to take no 





Hays organization last week is- 


It was inspired by re- 
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10%, B. 0. BITE 
LOOKS STEADY 


Washington, April 80. 


Continuation of 10% admissiong 
bite for another year seemed cer- 
tain today (Tuesday) as Congress 
began pondering new revenue meas- 
ures. Must be specifically continued 
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| SEE NO UNIVERSAL SALE NOW: SELZNICKS 


ri UNITED ARTISTS 


AND ROWLAND MAY BECOME PRODUCERS) =" 25 


State, Houston, 10; Aldine, 
Be ’ Fi Du ee yo woe 4 
‘Richelieu, tate, Rochester, 

rgerman $ ina 0 3; Colonial, Wilmington, 3; 

Poli, Bridgeport, 8; State, 

Cleveland, 3; United Artista, 
Chi, 4; Palace, Waterbury, 8, 
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National First Runs 


ON crs 














Hollywood, April 30. 
Stanley Bergerman starts produc- 


for Production Manpower—‘Frankenstein’ a Fac- 


| Henigson and Bergerman’s Departure Leaves Room 
| 
Vt tor—Jr. Laemmle and Kohner’s Schedule 


x- 
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ducers turning out the features. 
These were announced by Carl 
Laemmle as Laemmle, Jr., and Paul 
Kohner. At same time, resignation 
of Stanley Bergerman as executive 
producer was accepted by Laemmle. 

First of eight pictures to be made 
by Laemmle, Jr., will be a remake 
of ‘Showboat,’ with Irene Dunne 
topping the cast. 

Pictures slated for production by 
Kohner include those starring Mar- 


OPERA COMIQUE HOLDS 
UP PAR’S ‘CARMEN’ BID 


Paris, April 2). 
Negotiations of Paramount for 
film rights to ‘Carmen’ are now 
held up by the Opera Comique of 


Paris, which claims it has the per- 
forming rights for this city and 


Roosevelt spoke to W. R. Ferguson, 
AMPA’s past prez, asking what 
AMPA stood for. 

Show started immediately after 
dinner and continued till past mid- 
night. Dancing followed. 

New officers were introduced. 
They are Bruce Gallup, prez; Gor- 
don White, v.p.; Edward McNzemee, 
secretary, and Herbert Berg, treas- 


urer, 





‘G. Men,’ Met, Boston, May 2; 
Brandeis, Omaha, 2; Strand, 
Albany, 2; Warner, Worcester, 
3; Orpheum, Seattle, 3; Earle, 
Washington, 3. 

‘In Caliente,’ Strand, Albany, 
May 23; State, Raleigh, N. C., 
23; Riviera, Binghamton, N. Y., 
24, Keith’s, Cincinnati, 24. 


PARAMOUNT 


‘Goin’ to Town,’ Par, N. Y., 
May 10; Fifth Ave., Seattle, 16; 


delaying 
long period. 

They also said it would be an 
oncroachment on their standing as 
executives. 


its dissemination for e@ 





Hecht-MacArthur Await 
A BR. From Their 2 Pix 





ta Eggerth, German import, and @/ that film rights are automatically 


l group to be directed by Willy Forst | included. Original dickering with Wei arten Back at Keith’s, Dayton, 17; Great Before Ben Hecht and Charlie 
#) and Anatol Litvak. Gregor Rab- publisher, composer and librettists Ing Lakes, Buffalo, 18; Saenger, MacArthur go ahead on a fourth 
: inowitch, who takes up his contract | je the Comique out of the picture. New Orleans, 18; Majestic, picture, to be delivered to Par- 


amount under this year’s producing- 
releasing contract, they will wait for 
money to come in on ‘Scoundrel’ 
and also, if and when it is released, 
from the Savo picture, ‘Once in a 
Blue Moon.’ The two pictures stand 


Dallas, 18; Palace, Columbus, 

24; Majestic. San Antonio, 25, 

‘Devil Is a Woman,’ Par, N. 

Y., May 3; Met, Boston, 10; 
Fox, Atlanta, 10. 
FOX 


Metro, Draws ‘Bishop’ 


Hollywood, April 30. 
First picture ‘to be produced at 
Metro by Larry Weingarten, fol- 


ta in the fall, will also make features| pelieved, however, that in the end 
igi for the Kohner unit. difference can be settled. Publish- 
tis The Buck Jones unit with six ad- er, Choudens, is not yet in line, and 
y venture films echeduled, and the is believed to have offers higher 
Walter Lantz cartoon division, will than that of Paramount, which he 

continue undisturbed. Other asso- would like to consider. But Par 

















work within the next two weeks 
with E. A. Dupont directing from 


added when the new sysic.n goes 5 at a . ‘Blue Moon,’ produced months ahead 
Bernard Shaw's ‘Pygmalion’ 18] o¢ it is still to be released. 


j 
ciated producers wash up their stu- i 45.000 bids. h th ten lowing his recovery from a pro- ‘$10 Raise,’ Albee, B’klyn, 8. Hecht-MacArthur and their backers 
3 dio deals with the completion of een > 77 *S | tracted illness, will be ‘The Bishop $475,000. ‘Blue Moon’ cost $307,000, 
i eight pictures remaining on the Misbehaves, from play by Fred : i ‘The Scoundrel’ under $175,000. 
| current slate. Jackson. a U’S ‘PYGMALION’ ¢ ‘Scoundrel’ goes into Radio City 
| Three new producers will be Production is slated to get into London, April 30, |™Music Hall tomorrow (Thursday) 
‘ 


Sloughing Copyright 











if 3 into effect. Laemmle will hold the 
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copyright law revision and the 
world union treaty is carded for to- 
morrow (Wednesday) by the Senate 


ecutive studio manager to supervise 

Hj physical operation of the plant in 

} addition to acting as executive aide 

7. to the president. Patents Committee. Chairman Mc- 

iH No successor will be named to the | Adoo yielded to prodding by the 

f Bergerman portfolio. State Department and summoned 

fellow solons to consider whether to 

hold hearings or shelve the issue for 
the remainder of the session. 

Californian personally is more in- 

terested in other matters and says 

he believes considerable time will 

be required before the committee 


Too Many Tooters, Par 
Gives Raft Air Pie 


Hollywood, April 30. 

With his current and next picture 
written around an orchestra, Para- 
mount has tossed out George Raft’s 
‘Drum Beats,’ also an ork picture, 
figuring Raft needs a chanze. 

Substituted is ‘The Duster,’ com- 
mercial aviation story. 


New Par Financial Setup Sees 
Zukor Becoming Chairman of Ba. 


Any Wall street move for John{|E. Richardson, former trustee, to 
EK. Otterson, Erpi chieftain, to be- |land an executive post in the com- 
come a Paramount executive is held | pany, such as financial v.p., has 








‘Oil for Lamps’ Overtong, 
Warner Snips 1,500 Feet 
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Hollywood, April 30. 

Following preview of the Cos- 
mopolitan feature, ‘Oil for the 
Lamps of China,’ Jack L. Warner 
and Hal Wallis within 24 hours had 
slashed 1,500 feet from the two- 
hour show as it had run in first 
audience and press ogling. Warner 
wanted to see the major trimming 
done for speed-up before he planed 
for New York. 

‘Oil’ is being readied for opening 
latter part of May. 





Rubsamen’s Double Duty 


Louis Rubsamen, formerly of the 


erati, replacing both Miriam How- 
‘ell, who went to Universal’s story 
department, and William Fadiman, 
who took that assignment for Sam 
Goldwyn. 


‘Inferno’ for Fall 


will be able to present the brain 
trust bill to the upper chamber, 





RADIO’S 2D ERIN 


‘Plough and Stars’ Follows 
Informer’ 





‘The 





Hollywood, April 30. 


Having completed ‘The Informer,’ 
Radio will follow with another pic- 
ture of Erin, having bought the 
screen rights to Sean O’Casey’s 
‘Plough and the Stars,’ which has 
been one of the repertory plays of the 
Abbey Theatre Players. 

John Ford who directed ‘Informer’ 


vise its production. 


Lackey Joins Hurley 
Prod. Unit at Par 


April 30. 
Newest associate to join the Har- 
old Hurley producing unit at Para- 


Hollywood, 


to mean that the post of chairman 
of the board is being held open for 
Adolph Zukor. 

A. H. Fortington appears to be 
named chairman of the new finance 
committee. No indication so far as 
to the possible makeup of the ex- 
ecutive committee. The present 
management stands to remain un- 
disturbed for some time because, 
despite any possible undercover un- 
derstandings or moves, no single 
group so far can muster a majority 
of the new board. 

A stockholders’ meeting will be 
held on May 15, at which time 
merely perfunctory approval is ex- 
pected from the stockholders on 
the amendment of the company’s 


derwriting of the plan as agreed 
to by Atlas Corp. and approved by 
the court. 

Atlas will have Lehman Bros., 
Halligarten Co. and possibly the 
Lawrence Stern Co., of Chicago, as 
associates in such underwriting. 
The amount to be underwritten is 
around $6,418,000. Atlas’ fee in this 


diminished, although he will remain 
as member of the board, 
Leake and Hilles 

Opinion on the future status of 
Eugene W. Leake and Charles D. 
Hilles is divided among the finan- 
cial powers. There is strong op- 
position against either remaining 
with the company by certain down- 
town forces. 

The accounted change of front 
by Adolph Zukor regarding Emanuel 
Cohen’s letout is also disturbing 
some. There is strong avthority 
that Zukor is disclaiming responsi- 
bility for letting Cohen out. The 
studio question is a thorny situa- 
tion with the reorganization factors 
and it is up constantly in conversa- 


position at this time is that his 
actionrin letting Cohen out was due 
to pressure from the trustees, Leake 
and Hilles. Downtown factors are 
inclined to accept this Zukor view. 

Additionally to the studio situa- 
tion, Paramount reorganization 
forces face a fight among downtown 
lawyers for the post of general 


Joe E. Brown’s Tuner 


Hollywood, April 30. 


‘Back to Broadway,’ a musical, 
will be next for Joe E. Brown at 
Warners. 

Tunes are being written by Kal- 
mar and Ruby. ' 


A nee 


Imports Hold Over 


Hollywood, April 30. 


Margot Grahame, English import, 
has been given a termer by Radio 
for her work in ‘The Informer.’ 

Tala _ Birell’s 
lifted by Columbia. 


option has been 


Curtis-Brown agency, has joined] will pilot ‘Stars.’ Dudley Nichols ae 
Leland Heyward’s agency. will script it and Cliff Reid super-|charter, the naming of directors and | tions with the management. Down- eT ese 
Will have charge of legit and lit- ses terms thereof, and to okay the un- | town understanding is that Zukor’s Stooges’ Feature 


Hollywood, April 30. 


Howard, Fine and Howard have 
been signed by Columbia for an- 
other series of eight shorts. 

Knockabouts will also do one fea- 
ture. 


CLAUDETTE ON ‘VELVET’ 


7 ! Hollywood, April 30. mount as associate is William |regard will be 1%, probably the|counsel to the company Alfred Hollywood, April 30. 
Not likely that Fox will have/Lackey, former indie production |lowest fee ever for a similar un- | Cook, of Cook, Nathan & Lehman, ‘National Velvet,’ sweepstakes 
eh ‘Dante's Inferno’ ready for general | head. derwriting arrangement. and Arthur Ballantine, of Root, | yarn, has been purchased by Para 


Ea 


release before late fall. 
Figured as a roadshow attraction. 


He recently completed ‘Keeper of 
the Bees’ for Monogram, 








In the meantime, it has been 
deteimined that the chance of Chas, 





Clark, Buckner & Ballantine, may 
be likely candidates, 





mount for Claudette Colbert. 
Leo McCarey directs, 
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2ND BRITISH FILM INVASION 





GTP and Duovac Radio's Final Court 


Drive Vs. ALL.&T., 


Erpi and W.E. on 


In Wilmington; Sound Films Reviewed 


+ 


Wilmington, April 30. 


Damaging testimony to Erpi in 
the suit by General Talking Pic- 
tures (DeForest), and the Duovac 
company, against the electric, was 
given today (Tuesday) by two wit- 
nesses for the plaintiffs, .David R. 
Hochreich and Joseph Stark. Hoch- 
reich, v.p. and general manager of 
the Byers Studios, electrical tran- 
scription outfit, testifled that the 
monopolistic practices of Erpi 
wrecked his old Vocafilm company. 
Stark’s testimony intimated that 
Erpi was interfering with DeForest 
equipment installations, 

There is a suit pending in the 
N. Y. federal district court by Voca- 
film against Erpi. 

Stark is an officer of the Inter- 
national Variety Co., and also is 
connected with General Talking 
Pictures (DeForest). 

Hochreich told of his own efforts 
to make a deal with what he term- 
ed the ‘Big Five’ picture producing 
companies, back in 1929 or so, and 
that he had contracted with Edu- 
cational Pictures to purchase Voca- 
film equipment, but that he was 
compelled to release Educational 
from the contract. He said Erpi also 
was making deals at the time with 
these people and that because of 

(Continued on page 23) 


26 WARNER PIX 
FOR BRIT. PROD. 


London, April 30. 


Warner’s Teddington studios will 
completely give up production of 
quota pictures and devote itself to 
regulation features, according to 
Irving Asher, just returned from 
conference in Hollywood. Studio 
space will be expanded. 











Hollywood, April 30. 

With 26 pictures scheduled for 
production abroad under Irving 
Asher’s supervision, Jack Warner 
pulled out Saturday (27) for the 
east, a few days later sailing for 
London, where he will put the 
schedule in working order. 

During his three-week stay on 
the Continent, he will survey the 
foreign market and decide on what 
personnel from the States is needed 
to turn out the product. 

Warner will be back on the Coast 
by June when the Warner-First 
National sales convention is held at 
the Burbank studio. 

Jack Wilk also sails Thursday (2), 
going over on the same boat with 
Warner, on a piay scouting trip for 
the Warners. He will visit Spain 
and Italy. 


Gable’s ‘Bounty’ Balk, 
Silvers Wants Out Too 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Two Metro players are balking on 
the lot. Clark Gable refuses to go 
into ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ ard Sid 
Silvers, after being pulled out of a 
featured spot in ‘Broadway Melody,’ 
is asking for his release from his 
writer-actor contract. 

Gable claims that his part in 
‘Bounty’ is not for him. Silvers, 
with Jack McGowan, worked on the 
‘Melody’ script for three months 
and was spotted in the picture in a 
part second only to Jack Benny. 
Last Wednesray Silvers was yanked 
from the cast and Stuart Erwin 
substituted. Silvers burned at the 
switch, demanded that the studio 
release him. Meanwhile studiv is 
trying to explain the substitution, 
have the writer-comic remai*. on 











Zanuck’s Alaskan Vacash 


eran April 30. 
Accompanied by his wife and 
family, Darryl Zanuck departed for 
Seattle, where he boards a yacht for 
a vacation on the Alaskan Island 
Passage and perhaps some bear 


hunting. He returns here June 9, 
when production resumes at 20th 
Century with ‘Sing, Governor, 
Sing.’ 


Another 20th Cent voyager is 
Harry Brand, who, with his wife, 
left here Tuesday (30) for Panama 
and a week at the Canal Zone. 


Rothafel-Roxy Th. 
Up Again; Blumey 
And Joe Schenck? 


Possibility that Fox Film may be 
considering the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
with an eye to a takeover. One ac- 
count links Fox Film’s interest as a 
joint venture with Joseph M. 
Schenck. 

A Loew angle also has shown up, 
along with renewed talk concerning 
the return of Roxy (S. L. Rothafel) 
to the theatre bearing his name. 
A, C. Blumenthal and Schenck figure 
in this Rothafel move, also, which 
may indicate that United Artists 
may have a two-way entree into the 
Roxy theatre under consideration. 

No definite deal is stated to be on 
hand for the theatre by any of these 
parties mentioned, although inquiry 
reveals that agents on behalf of 








Rothafel are still pursuing the 
property. 
Sydney S. Cohen, associate of 


Harry Arthur in the operation of 
the Roxy theatre, is connected with 
one of the new bids which have 
been made, but so far not made 
public. He also is an adviser to the 
bondholders in the situation. 


STROMBERG’S 8 FOR 
MG IN FOUR MONTHS 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Hunt Stromberg has eight pro- 
ductions in various stages of prep- 
aration at Metro for the next four 
months. 

First feature to hit the stages will 
be ‘After the Thin Man,’ to be di- 
rected by W. S. Van Dyke with Wil- 
liam Powell and Myrna Loy tops. 
Stromberg is currently setting dance 
and production flash sequences for 
‘Great Ziegfeld,’ with dramatic end 
of the picture to start in the fall. 

Other six Stromberg productions 
| for Metro will be ‘Ah Wilderness,’ 
directed by Clarence Brown; ‘Wife 
vs. Secretary,’ topped by Jean Har- 
low, William Powell and Myrna 
Loy; a Jeanette MacDonald-Nelson 
Eddy filmusical, ‘Americans Can 
Think, Too’; ‘The Distaff Side,’ and 
two features to be directed by Sam 
Zimbalist, ‘Frat House,’ and ‘Three 
Indelicate Ladies.’ 











‘IP FOLLOWS 6 
INTO U. 3. MART 


——_—_—_— 


British International’s G.M. 
Coming Over with Prod- 
uct to Attract American 
Interest — Also Planning 
Hollywood-Elstree Talent 
Exchange Idea 





MAXWELL LATER 





London, April 30. 

Arthur Dent, general manager of 
British International, is sailing for 
New York May 8 to begin a hefty 
BIP attack on Broadway. Is bring- 
ing the most recent BIP big films 
with him including ‘Mimi’ co- 
starring Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. and 


Gertrude Lawrence; ‘Abdul the 
Damned,’ starring Fritz Kortner; 
‘Queen Elizabeth,’ and ‘Royal Cav- 
alcade,’ a screen history of the life 
of the British royal family. 

Dent’s arrival is a sort of prelude 
to the visit of John Maxwell, BIP’s 
prez, who will follow in a fortnight. 

A Broadway house will be taken 
by Dent at which he will preview 
his films for the trade and press, 
company’s future American policy 
being influenced by reactions of the 
previews. Company is not at pres- 
ent represented i: the U. S., al- 
though at one time it was the big- 
gest British company operating in 
the U. S., even having a Broadway 
showcase (George M. Cohan thea- 
tre). 

After the previews Maxwell and 
Dent will go to Hollywood to work 
out some deals for American talent 
to go over to England for the com- 
pany’s future productions. Several 
actors and directors are already be- 
ing negotiated with via cable. 

BIP’s theatre circuit at the pres- 
ent time numbers 220 in England, 
with Maxwell keenly interested in a 
study of American theatre condi- 
tions, results of which he hopes to 
apply abroad. 

Caumont - British pioneered an 
American invasion early this season, 
and is currently engaged in it, on 
the same lines that BIP is now 
essaying. 





McGuire Doubles Up 


Hollywood, April 80. 
William Anthony McGuire draws 
the production reins on ‘Dancing 
for Love’ at Metro in addition to 
doing the associate trick on ‘The 








Par’s 6 Into Work 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Paramount is putting six pictures 
into work within the next two weeks 
as first activity since the new pro- 
duction regime was installed. 

Pencilled for start are ‘Peter Ibbet- 
son,’ ‘Last Outpost,’ ‘Two for To- 
night,’ ‘So Red the Rose,’ ‘Annapolis 
Farewell’ and ‘Milky Way.’ 


Schulberg-Kohn 
May Also Become 
V.P’s at Columbia 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Ben P. Schulberg and Ralph A. 
Kohn have signed for a year with 
Columbia. The former will produce 
a series of pictures during that pe- 
riod, with Kohn to function in a 
business executive capacity at the 
plant. 

Schulberg comes in on a salary 
and percentage of profits on his 
pictures. Both ex-Paramounteers 
will probably be elected vice-presi- 
dents of the company. 

This is the first Coast studio ex- 
perience for Kohn, whose only prior 
film connections were with Para- 
mount in the distribution and the- 
atre departments. 


GRAUMAN’S CHINESE 
GOES DUALS MAY 9 


Los Angeles, April 30. 
Loew’s State and Chinese will go 
into double bill policy May 9. Houses 
originally scheduled do so on May 
2, but Darryl Zanuck kicked idea 
over when found his ‘Cardinal 
Richelieu’ was to be the first of the 

















double header attractions. Metro 
also balked. 
Finally Charles Skouras com- 


promised by moving the double bill 
start back a week with ‘Richelieu’ 
being final on single bill plan and 
‘Pampas Moon’ (Fox) with ‘Casino 
Murder Case’ (Metro) starting the 





Great Ziegfeld.’ 
Clifton Webb set for ‘Love.’ 


bargain policy. 





Fox Bid for Ostrer 


Holdings in G-B 


On Again; Balcon Becomes Unit Prod.’ 





London, April 80. 

Fox is again dickering for the Os- 
trer holdings in Gaumont-British. 
Understood that an offer of $5,000,- 
000 has been made by Fox or its rep- 
resentatives for the stock. 

The Ostrers have consistently 
asked for $10,000,000, but from 
sources close to them it is learned 
that they are ready to close for $7,- 
500,000. That they will take less 
than that figure, unless some unfor- 
seen changes come along, is not be- 
lieved likely. 








Hollywood, April 30. 
Roy Del Ruth has drawn a bud- 
get of approximately $1,500,000 for 
‘Broadway Melody.’ which ke will 
direct at Metro. 
Studio plans to use more people 





the lot. 


in cast than in ‘Ben-Hur.’ 


$1,500,000 Budget for MG 


| minent in Gaumont-British. Latest 


‘B’way Melody’ Is Top Cost 





Meantime a number of further ex- 
ecutive changes are understood im- 


report is to the effect that Michael 
Balcon will be relieved of his duties 
as joint studio head of Gaumont- 
British with Maurice Ostrer. He 
would then, it is understood, be ap- 
pointed a unit production manager 
and will make four pictures annu- 
ally on his own. 

This move will Ukely mean also 
that Balcon would move hia activi- 


ties to Gainsborough studios, a G-B 
subsid. Gainsborough was formerly 
owned by Balcon, 

If this switch goes through, Mau- 
rice Ostrer will retain sole charge of 
production at the G-B Shepherd's 
Bush studios, 





Another late report here has it 
that Charles Woolf has agreed to a 
settlement of his contract with GB 
and goes with Max Schacht, head of 


Independent gritish Distributors. 
Schacht partially financed ‘Abdul 
the Damned’ for Capitol Films, 


which produces for British Interna- 
tional release, making six super- 
films annually on a cost basis of 
about $350,000 each. Schacht was 
formerly associated with Car! 
Laemmile in purchasing an, interest 
in Ufa, German film concern. 
Woolf's contract with GB is on a 
basis of percentage of distribution, 
with 75,000 annual guarantee, 
which netted him about $87,500 an- 





nually during the past few years. 





} 
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Tike Henwed Film Trade Custom 
Of Press Books on Next Season's 
Pix Being Abandoned; A Waste? 


. 


With the possible exception of 
Columbia, year books on product 
are to be a thing of the past. None 
of the other majors is getting out a 
press book on 1935-26 season's sched- 
ules this summer, ending a distribu- 
tion custom that’s as old as the 
business itself. 

Many reasons for this in major 
distrib and advertising quarters in 
support of the decision to drop the 
publishing and circulation of the 
program books, most of which 
through the years have been elab- 
orate pieces of work. Not the ieast 
of these is the fact that they are 
costly, including expensive art work 
and printing jobs, usually in color, 
plus general composition that ran 
into important money. 

Average cost of getting out a year 
book, together with circulation 
among exhibitors and film buyers, 
has been $30,000. RKO Radio last 
year put out the most elaborate 
book yet devised. It cost around 
$80,000 to produce and circulate. 


Exhibs Never Liked 'Em 

The exhibitor has always con- 
tended that he had to pay for the 
year books, with the cost being 
passed on to him in the form of 
film rentals or accessories. He has 
also frequently complained about 
the money spent on press books 
which now and then are rather 
elaborate and overdone, 

One difficulty with year books, 
which also tends toward favoring 
their elimination, is that no com- 
pany can detail a whole season's 
productions in advance. Year bookg 
have never been able to name a full 
program of titles. Many pictures 
which are scheduled at convention 
time, when the books are released, 
are never produced at all or 
switched around as to cast, director, 
etc. Par has been taking care of 
this situation through manuals pre- 
pared periodically for the sales 
force which outline pictures two 
months in advance. Par’s year book 
last summer gave titles on only 49 
of the 64 picture scheduled, leaving 
15 unannounced entirely. 

In dropping the year books, dis- 
tribs favor advertising the product 
to the trade when release time nearg 
as a more beneficial expenditure. 


LE BARONS 7 ON 
NEW PAR DEAL 


Hollywood, April 30. 
William Le Baron  signatured 
with Paramount for another year 








last week. Deal has been hanging 
fire for the past month. 

Producer has sscven pictures on 
his schedule all slated for produc- 


tion before October. Pictures are 
‘Rose of the Rancho,’ ‘Renegades,’ 
Burns and Allen's ‘The Plot Thick- 
ens,’ the next Mae West feature, 
‘Klondike,’ a untitled W. C. Fields 
picture and Jan Kiepura’s musical, 


HENIGSON MOVES OVER 
TO PAR AS PRODUCER 


Mottrwoed, April 39. 
Henry Henigson, lately resigned 
from his producer berth at Unil- 


versal, has signed a year’s contract 
with Paramount and will act as as- 
sociate producer and executive. 

Draws first assignment on return 
from a vacation this week. 


CUT ‘DREAM’ TO FIT 
Hollywood, April 39. 
Warners has cut the Max Rein- 
hardt’s ‘Midsummer Night's Dream’ 
down to the desired roadshow foot- 
age of 12,200 feet 
Picture is being scored, with no 


release details yet set. 
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FIRST DIVISION-PATHE FUTURE T0 BE 
T TODAY'S (WED.) POWWOW 


DECIDED A 


Expansion Moves, Financing, Production, Joe Brandt 


and Lots of Other Things to Be Threshed Out 


at Confab 


+ 


Whether First Division stays local 
or whether F. D. will expand into a 
national outfit, or whatever First 
Division may do under Pathe com- 
pany direction, is expected to be 
determined today (Wednesday). 
Among the first things to be settled 
is what F. D. aims to do about 
money claims against it by Pathe. 

In consequence of the uncertainty 
of the situation, any production talk 
from First Division, active or in- 
active, is superfluous. Joe Brandt is 
known to have made an inquiry into 
F. D. under the supervision of At- 
torney Sam Spring. But nothing is 
known about the details of Brandt’s 
report, 

Very likely President Kolbe and 
Executive Vice-President Robert 
Atkins, of Pathe, will meet with 
various parties to the situation to- 
day, to come to a conclusion on the 
whole business. 

It is felt that the ‘March of Time’ 
people will stick with the Pathe 
company interests in any move to 
be made regarding First Division. 
Also, it is held hardly likely that 
Pathe, under Kolbe and Atkins, will 
consider putting any more money 
into F. D. Already, it is stated, 
Pathe has around $350,000 in F. D. 
Pathe is stated to hold around 80% 
of the F. D. stock as collateral for 
this money. ‘March of Time’ inter- 
ests hold the remaining 20% stock 
interest. 

Among the matters which Pathe 
is figuring concerns certain con- 
tracts held by F. D. individuals. 





Hollywood, April 30. 

Nicholas S. Ludington, first v.p. 
of First Division Productions, and 
Henry Hobart, in charge of produc- 
tion, leave in a few days for New 
York to sit in on the formulation of 
plans for a financial reorganization 
of F. D., following the Pathe purse- 
string tightening. 

Decision to go east follows re- 
ported orders from John Curtis 
here to halt all future production 
plans and the giving of notices to 
the few persons still cn the payroll. 
Understood that notices of quitting 
are as of Mey 11, although Hobart 
denies that any one is being dis- 
charged. 

Production halting process leaves 
two Hoot Gibson pictures up in the 
air. 

Locally, First Division was ex- 
pected to launch into the major 
class following the clean-up of the 
Gibson westerns, but current situa- 


tion has also jumbled the plans 
which the company was supposed to 


have for several names whose ser- 
vices have been optioned under- 
cover for pictures to follow the out- 
door features, 
also optioned services of several 


writers and a number of stories. 
Whether or not the commitments 


are to be taken up is indef. 

Deal whereby F. D. was to acquire 
through purchase the Far West ex- 
changes here and in San Francisco, 
owned by Sam Berkowitz and Mel 
Hulling, went cold last week. 


RADIO SPOTS HEPBURN 
IN ‘MARY OF SCOTLAND’ 


Hollywood, April 30. 


Katharine Hepburn will be 
starred in ‘Mary of Scotland,’ the 
Maxwell Anderson play which Helen 
Hayes did in New York and which 
recently was acquired by Radio for 
pictures. Script for the film will 
be written by Dudley Nichols and 
John Ford will direct. 

Miss Hepburn will do ‘Mary’ on 
completion of her next, ‘Alice 
Adams,’ based on the Booth Tark- 
ington story of the same title. 











HARRIS SET AT U 
Hollywood, April 30. 
Universal will produce ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ with Robert Harris as 
associate producer on the picture. 
Harris’ deal with studio called for 
his services. on production in the 
event the studio decided to make it. 
Yarn is an original by him and had 
him coupled as producer with the 
option pickup at his discretion. 





WARNERS EXTENDS GENE 
RAYMOND’S PERSONALS 


Pittsburgh, April 30. 


As result of Gene Raymond’s big 
business at the Stanley last week, 
screen actor’s personal appearance 
tour has been extended and he goes 
into several other WB spots at a 
tilt in salary. He’s in Cleveland 
this week, then to Cincinnati and 
probably Washington and Balti- 
more after that. 

Raymond came to Pittsburgh di- 
rect from the Coast for the Stanley 
booking, intending to go from here 
to New York for a short vacation 
and then return to Hollywood. 
Doubtful now if he’ll be back in pic- 
tures before midsummer. 








L. A. to N. Y. 


Ketti Gallian. 

Cary Grant. 

Austin Parker: 

Ed Hatrick, 

Donald Ogden Stewart. 
John Balderston. 
W. P. Lipscomb. 
Helen Ferguson. 
John Nickolaus. 
Laura La Plante. 
Monckton Hoffe. 
Nicholas Ludington. 
Henry Hobart, 

Lee Tracy. 

John E. Kennebeck. 
Dorothy Tree. 

Ben Koenig. 

Jack Fier. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Kitty Carlisle. 
Gary Cooper. 
Bob Sisk, 
Clifton Webb. 
Peggy Wood. 
Jock Whitney. 
George Engels. 





+ 








There’s a Limit 





Complaint among film fans 
against the English custom of 
dropping everything to have 
tea is against ‘Man Who 
Knew Too Much.’ In this 
British-made, a 10-minute 
scene of shooting and killing 
suddenly shifts to afternoon 
tea. 

A patron at the Fox, Brook- 
lyn, squawked to the manager, 
Zac Friedman, about this. He 
wanted to know what was the 
idea of cutting the picture and 
demanded his money back. - 


F.D.R. May Set 
~ Special Judge 
For St. L. Trial 


President Roosevelt has under 
advisement the appointment of a 
Federal judge to conduct the St. 
Louis conspiracy trial against Par, 
Warner Bros., RKO Radio and in- 
dividuals, but no indication just 
yet, who it will be, or when choice 
will be made. 

Federal Judge Davis, in the St. 
Louis district has refused to sit in 
this case. Attorneys, however, do 
not believe the St. Louis case will 
die because of the unwillingness of 
Judge Davis to sit and the delay 
that has occurred. 

Except for Ned E. Depinet, in- 
dividuals indicated have not as yet 
pleaded. Depinet pleaded ‘not 
guilty.’ 

















‘SUZY’ FOR FITZ 
Hollywood, April 380. 
First for George Fitzmaurice un- 
der his new termer at Metro will be 
a picturization of the Herbert Gor- 
man novel, ‘Suzy.’ 
In addition to directing, he will 
also work on the screen treatment. 





Amusement Issues Show Increase 
For 6th Straight 





Week on Averages 





First Division has 


away from the year’s high. While 
Eastman Kodak common continued 
to decline on further profit-taking, 
the preferred went up 2 points to 
152. 

Despite profit-taking in most 
market tissues the last three trad- 
ing days, last week the Amusement 
group continued to forge ahead, 
climbing to the highest levels in 16 
months as measured by the aver- 
ages for 12 stocks. The group 
showed a gain of 0.54 of a point 
at Monday’s (29) close, which was 
at 28%. 

New Highs for Five 

This strength was reflected by 
the ability of five stocks in the 
amusement classification to register 
new 1935 highs and eight bonds to 
touch new peak levels. The stocks, 
their new tops and net changes 
were: Eastman Kodak common, 146, 
up four points; Loew’s common, 
39%, off three-eighths; Madison 
Square Garden, 7%, off a fourth; 





Radio Preferred B, 47%, up four 
and a half points; Westinghouse, 
43%, up  five-eighths. Columbia 


Broadcasting A and B issues went 


Reactionary trend in common Yesterday’s Prices 
stocks continued yesterday (Tues- 

i s . Net 
day), with most Amusements join Seles. a oe 
ing the procession. Further sensa- 300 Col. Pict... 42% 415% 41% — % 

100 Con. Film. 4% 4% 4% 
tional spurts by Paramount liens 400 East. K...140 188 138 —1% 
featured trading in bond market. Ry fm A. ao0s 10% 10% 10% 
Paramount-Famous-Lasky 6s and < zOn eee 28 
certificates of the same each made $000 tg OS oe a a 
new highs at 88, former sporting 100 Pathe A... 9 9 9 - # 
a 3-point advance and latter a gain 6,900 RCA ...... 5 5 5 
of 3%. Paramount-Publix 51s also = bg B... sim tr i aig 
soared to new peaks at 90, up 3% 7 w.... 2 — 
> meee 3% 8 3 My 
points, and certificates of these reg- ie ts 74 — % 
istered a fresh top at 891%, an ad- ‘ ec . 
vance of 3% points. New 1935 highs whicecdet =. as 
also were hung up by General The- 184,000 Gen. Th..*11 9% 11 +1% 
atre Eauipment bonds and certifi- pr’ore “108% 100% 104% 
cates, the former at 11 and the lat- 53, 4OCW «see O4% 
ter at 10%. Warner Bros. 6s also ia 000 ” a RS +4 x ty 
were firm at 56, up three-quarters. 60,000 Par-Pub. .*90 87% 89 +3% 
Nearly all amusement issues on 44,000 Do. ctfs..°89% 87 89 +8% 
the big board closed yesterday with 10,000 W. B..... 56 55K 56 + % 
losses. Exception was American * New 1935 high. 
Seating, which rose to 6%, a quarter 














to new ask price highs at 32% and 
32%, respectively. 

The liens, with their new highs 
and net changes, include: General 
Theatre Equipment bonds, 10%, up 
1% points; certificates of same, 
10%, unchanged; Keith 6s, 77, up 
1%, points; Paramount-Famous- 
Lasky 6s, 85%, up 7% points; cer- 
tificates of the same, 86, up 6% 
points; Paramount - Publix 5%s, 
87%, up 6% points; certificates of 
these, 87, up 6% points; and Para- 
mount-Broadway 5%s, certificates, 
53%, off three-eighths. 

While more big board common 
stocks finished Monday with losses 
rather than gains, the amusements 
never fell below 27 in the averages, 
which was only fractionally below 
the previous week’s closing level. 
The peak of 29% was the highest 
point reached by this group since 
the big upsurge in 1933. It even 
exceeded the top levels early in 
1934. The move was made on the 
greatest volume for this group since 
early last December. It marked the 





(Continued on page 23) 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Unsuccessful in his-attempts to stop his opposition, Dietrich & Feld- 
stein, from operating bank night at their theatre in San Fernando, Calif, 
John T. Rennie is inaugurating the money giveaway in his Rennie thea- 
tre there. Rennie succeeded in securing a cease and desist order against 
D. & F. from the Los Angeles grief board, which was upheld by the 
Code Authority following appeal. Bank nighters suspended the coin 
stunt in September, but resumed it recently when in answer to their ap- 
plication for an injunction against stoppage of film, U. S. District Judge 
Paui J. McCormick, sitting in L. A., ruled that bank night was not inter- 
state, and therefore not subject to NRA regulation. 





After waiting three weeks trying to get a decision from the Music 
Hall, N. Y., on ‘Bride of Frankenstein,’ this delay holding up a New 
York first run booking, Universal yesterday morning (Tuesday) finally 
got its answer. It goes in the Roxy, N. Y., instead next week (10). The 
Hall had previously indicated it would accept the picture, its manage- 
ment stalling on a final decision in the thought that ‘Bride’ might prove 
a welcome change in product for its clientele. Meantime the Roxy had 
been running a trailer announcing picture as coming, despite lack of 
final confirmation of a booking from U. 

Rialto also wanted it but the Hall had the first turndown privilege. 





That Ray Hall would become the new editor of Paramount News, suc- 
ceeding A. J. Richard, and latter would head European activities of the 
reel, as reported, is denied by Austin C. Keough, v.p. of the News. 
Keough stated that Richard went to Europe at his request on business 
matters concerning the reel but that he remains editor-in-chief and 
will return here the end of May in time for the sales convention. 

Understood that Richard went across to prepare the newsreel abroad 
in the event of war, so that Par would be insured of proper coverage. 
Richard, an Emanuel} Cohen appointee in Par, has no contract with Par. 





Net earnings of Paramount-Publix Corp. in the first quarter that 
would be available for interest and on new preferred to be issued under 
the reorganization is estimated in Wall St. at $2,000,000 to $2,500,000, with 
the likelihood that the earnings will be closer the latter figure. Among 
other factors considered in reaching such a figure in the street is the 
widespread belief that theatre business thus far this year is inaterially 
better than a year ago. Exact figures will not be available until after 
more figures comes in from various theatre operating subsidiaries. 





The Will Hays statement that the Hays organization was opposed to 
all types of screen advertising was regarded by newspaper editors in 
N. Y. attending the American Newspaper Publishers’ annual meeting and 
confab of advertisers as strictly a smoke screen for their edification. 

Three years ago the plans of Paramount and Warner for a series of 
shorts incorporating advertising by big industrial firms were halted as 
result of squawks from the dailies. 





Action of Paramount directors approval and by the court in voting to make 
the Atlas Co. the sole underwriter of securities to be issued under the re- 
organization plan reacted well in Wall street. Although it is the first 
time in financial history that an investing organization has directly par- 
ticipated in the financing of an industrial corporation, the Atlas Corp. 
is held to be one of the most conservative and well managed, by those 
in the street. Market action of the liens and stock attested to this. 





Brunt of recent severe fire law inspection appears to have been shoved 
onto Brooklyn, N. Y., picture houses. Fire department inspectors work- 
ing. under the authority of the Division of Public Assembly have been 
notably severe in all fire inspections in recent weeks. In Brooklyn, one 
exhibitor suffered a cash fine that ran into three figures for having a 
fire door locked. 





Ahead of her appearance at the Easter sunrise services at Hollywood, 
Mary Pickford rehearsed her spiel at Recordings, Inc., and had a disc 
made of the speech. Newsreel photogs who caught Miss Pickford at the 
services were dissatisfied with her delivery and discarded the oral stuff 
for a dubbed version from the previously made record. 





Hays office is compiling booklet of data on the picture industry in 
response to demand by studios, deluged with requests for facts and 
figures by universities and colleges all over the country. Due to the 
spread of courses on motion picture appreciation at seats of learning, 
subject has become a popular one with the studes. 





Although RKO Radio isn’t keen about releasing ‘Becky Sharp’ in the 
face of summer weather, company will deliver the picture under this 
year’s contracts. Date set is May 19. Its production cost has. hit 
$950,000 and will go considerably more when prints have to be made. 
Being Technicolor, printing costs are more. 





Sameness in personality and looks between Grace Bradley and Iris 
Adrian, is given as Paramount’s reason for not picking up the latter 
player’s option. Miss Adrian, brought west from Broadway six months 
ago, has been in four pictures. Miss Bradley has been at the studio two 
years. Similarity has just been discovered. 





Paramount put ‘The Devil Is a Woman,’ Marlene Dietrich starrer, 
before the cameras after the picture was purity-sealed by Joe Breen and 
passed by the New York and Kansas censorship boards. Retake involves 
a brief sequence. Revision was ordered by the home office, It opens at 
the Broadway Par this Frid 3) 


vy 
J vie 





Metro changed the title of ‘Public Enemy No. 2,’ its Fed cop entry, 
to ‘Baby Face Harrington,’ for fear it might be confused with another 
Metro release, ‘Public Hero No, 1. ‘Harrington’ is being rushed out, 
with picture scheduled for the Cap, N. Y., and other first rung Fri- 
day (10). 





With ‘G Men’ set, Warners will follow with another story glorifying 
the Department of Justice. Film will be ‘Special Agent,’ a story written 
by Al Cohn and Leslie Mason which went on the shelf in favor of ‘@ 
Men.’ 





First issue of Joe Burstyn’s Yiddish newsreel, made in New York for 
once-monthly release via Worlkino, is completed and contains a sequence 
showing the Hebrew Actors’ Union tryouts, never before seen by the 
public. 





With a heavy overhead already piled against it, Radio for a while 
debated whether or not to continue with ‘Last Days of Pompeli.” Hows= 
ever, picture is set for a production start May ¢, with Ernest B. Shoed- 
sack directing and Merian C. Cooper supervising. 





Loew’s is going ahead building its proposed theatres in Chicago as 
exhibitors continue to refuse any Metro-Goldwyn overtures. Dave Lynch 
has been in Chi constantly for Loew’s, looking over sites, 





Eastman Kodak is conservative about the new color process, but the 
inside is that the engineers feel reasonably certain of bringing in the 
device in a form to permit unlimited prints to be made for commercial 
use. At present the film is limited to the 16 mm. amateur cameras, with 
the demand for film far in excess of the present capacity. Said to give 

(Continued on page 11) 
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F-WC Balk at the 


Balboa Theatre 


Allegedly Another Code Stall Move 





Protest of Fox-West Coast rep- 
resentatives against the Balboa the- 
atre (Los Angeles) price-clearance 
situation, which resulted in calling 
a special Film Code Authority meet- 
ing for today (Wednesday) is just 
another obstructionist move in the 
opinion of some codists and nu- 
merous lL. A. exhibitors. 

Feeling of these C. A. members 
and exhibs is that F-WC will ex- 
ert every effort to prevent the L. A. 
zoning and _ clearance’ schedule, 
adopted with reservations last week, 
from going into effect until the fate 
of the Blue Eagle is determined. 
Full cognizance of the fact that the 
Film Code will cease to exist after 
June unless Congress votes to ex- 
tend it, is being taken by Fox-West 
Coasters, according to some code 
members. 

Some four or five meetings be- 
sides innumerable committee ses- 
sions have been held since Fox- 
West Coast first protested some 
phases of the previously adopted 
L.A. schedule early this year. Even 
after an open meeting to hear all 
representatives from the L. A. area, 
the iegal and other representatives 
of F-WC in Nw York on this sched- 
ule squawked after the final okay 
was placed on the revised lineup 
for Los Angeles last Tuesday (23). 

The Balboa, in which Harry Ar- 
thur, Fanchon & Marco and indies 
hold interests, is rated an impor- 
tant L. A. suburban situation. Ar- 
thur claims that his admission price 
was switched on March 31 and feels 
that the clearance for this house is 
no more out of Hne than that prev- 
alent at several theatres operated 
by F-WC. 

Protests of the Fox-West Coast 
operators since the first of the year 
have prolonged consideration until 
now the effective date of the new 
Z-C sked is fixed for May 15. 
Whether or not the F-WC repre- 
sentatives will gain further post- 
ponement of the effective date prob- 
ably will be determined in a large 
measure by the actions at the 
special confab today (1). 

C. A. offilcials say that the ses- 
sion today will not interfere with 
the L. A. schedule going into ef- 
fect May 15. Copy of the approved 
sked has been sent to the L. A. 
board so that it can be set up into 
operation on the scheduled date. 
But even in the face of this, skep- 
tical C. A. members and indie ex- 
hibitors believe further delay con- 
fronts the L. A. schedule until late 
June or until the life of the Blue 
Eagle is officially prolonged. 





Los Angeles, April 30. 

Without awaiting the approval of 
the U. S. District Court and the de- 
termination whether the,.new sched- 
ule conforms to government’s con- 
sent decree, the Los Angeles zon- 
ing-clearance board meets today 
(Tuesday) to order the long de- 
layed setup into effect before May 
15. 

Exhibitors believe that the Fed- 
eral decree supersedes zoning-clear- 
ance schedule and, unless evidence 
of conspiracy is proved after plan 
is effective, it’s not mandatory to 
get court’s approval. 


O’Donnell Closes Pooling 
Deals in Texas, N. Mexico 


Los Angeles, April 30. 

Bob O'Donnell, general manager, 
and John Moroney, legal chief of the 
Interstate circult and Texas Con- 
solidated Theatres, have returned to 
Dallas, after spending several days 
here last week. 

Pair came here after closing for 
two theatre pooling operations, one 
in Galveston and the other in Albu- 
querque, N. M, In the Texas deal, 
Martini, Dixie and Key, operated by 
A. Martini, have been pooled with 
Texas Cons.’s Queen and Tremont. 

Alburquerque houses pooled are the 
Kino, Mesa and Rio, operated by the 
Bechachi interests, with Texas 








Cons.’s Sunshine, Mission and Chief. 
Former deal went into effect April 
19. Latter starts May 1. 





How It’s Done 





Hollywood, April 30. 

Columbia quibbled for sev- 
eral days on a cast name for 
Michael Bartlett, opera singer, 
in the new Grace Moore pic- 
ture, ‘Love Me Forever.’ 

Then someone had a great 
idea — he'll be “billed = as 
Michael Bartlett. 














KANS.-MO0.-IOWA 
EXEMPTION 
PLEA 


Washington, April 30. 

Plea that 20 film houses in Kan- 
sas, Missouri and Iowa be exempted 
from labor clauses of the industry 
code is slated for hearing before the 
Kansas compliance director at To- 
peka on May 6. 

Appeal by Glen W. Dickinson, 
president of Glen W. Dickinson 
Theatre, Inc., Dickinson Invest- 
ment Co. and Kaw Valley City 
Theatres, Inc., is the most impor- 
tant attempt to duck wage and hour 
requirements so far encountered. 
Houses for which waiver is asked 
are: 

Dickinson, Beloit, Kan.; Dickin- 
son, Hiawatha, Kan.; Dickinson and 
Cozy, Junction City, Kan.; ‘Booth, 
Independence Kan.; Dickinson and 
Varsity, Lawrence, Kan.; Dickinson 
and Wareham, Manhattan, Kan.; 
Dickinson, Osage City, Kan.; Dick- 
inson, Osawatomie, Kan.; Dickin- 
son, Paola, Kan.; Uptown, Parsons, 
Kan.; Dickinson, Ellsworth, Kan.; 
Dickinson, Chillicothe, Mo.; Dickin- 
son, Fayette, Mo.; Dickinson, Mar- 
celine, Mo.; Dickinson, Slater Mo.; 
Dickinson, Creston, Ia., and Dick- 
inson, Great Bend, Kan. 


13 MORE IN MAY, JUNE 
WINDS UP FOX THIS YR. 


Thirteen pix skedded for release 
this month and in June will com- 
plete the Fox program for 1934-35. 

All have been completed with the 
exception of (‘Orchids to You,’ 
‘Curley Top,’ ‘Hardpack Harrigan’ 
and ‘Lord’s Referee.’ 


Truthful Picketing OK, 
But No B. 0. Interference 


Roce hoster. N. Y., April 30. 

Injunction obtained by the Holly- 
wood theatre against three unions 
merely restrains pickets from con- 
gregating to interfere with partons’ 
entrance and from carrying signs 
misrepresenting the truth. Allied 
Building Trades is permitted to 











picket the house on its claim that | 
non-union labor was used in re- | 


modeling it. 

Supreme Court Justice Clyde W. 
Knapp issued the injunction on the 
plea of Arthur G. Stevenson, opera- 
tor. No outside labor is employed 


in running the theatre because 
Stevenson's son, Donald, is a 
licensed machine operator. Central 


Trades and Labor Council and Mo- 
tion Picture Operators local, also 
named in the injunction, are not 
involved in the - keting 


Jr. Orph. Washup 


Ho iy vood, April 30. 


: 
Junior Orpheum is in final wash- | 
up with the payment of $13,800 to} 


creditors, 
Federal Court now passee on {ts 


reorganization plan 


SEE WM. FOX BACK 


—_—— -- 


All Financial Offers for N.Y. 
Theatre Chain Must Be 
Filed Today (Wednes- 
day), Court Rules— 
Greenfield the Middle- 
Man for Fox? 


ee 


SEE EARLY DECISION 





The Fox Metropolitan Theatres 
(over 80 in the N. Y. area) reorgan- 
ization is still wide open. 


Those who wish to make cash 
bids for control of the Fox Met 
theatres must appear before Fed- 
eral Judge Julian Mack this morn- 
ing (Wed.) at the N. Y. County 
Lawyers’ Association building, 14 
Vesey street, N. Y. Apparently the 
court has decided to clean up the 
matter. Today’s (Wednesday) ses- 
sion is expected to be the final day 
of hearing on reorganization, prior 
to oral arguments to be made later 
by presently contending interests. 
Landlords will have their say-so 
this morning also. 


Only the court may know where 
the current reorganization fuss on 
Fox Met is heading. Practically the 
entire trade is involved, directly or 
indirectly, through testimony which 
is being given at the hearings be- 
fore Federal Judge Julian Mack in 
N. Y. William Fox, himself, ap- 
pears to be a certain entry in the 
competitive race for control. Para- 
mount and Warners are also men- 
tioned. United Artists, Keith-Al- 
bee-Orpheum are assured principals 
in the present situation. Fox Film 
is in the picture because of its film 
franchise. Columbia and Universal 
alone, among the major companies 
stand aloof, as yet. Loew is also 
mentioned whisperingly as having 
some concern about Fox Met. 

Albert M. Greenfield's association 
with William Fox, not only as vot- 
ing trustees in Bankers Securities 
Corp. of Philadelphia, but in other 
ventures, gives rise to persistent 
belief that the former film magnate, 
if not seen presently in the picture, 
will in time show up as a directly 
involved principal. Testimony by 
Greenfield is contrary to such be- 
lief. 

The B.S.C, is the company which 
offers to lend Fabian $650,000 of the 
$1,000,000 in cash which Fabian 
would put up on his offer for Fox 
Metropolitan control, 

Fabian, asked by Attorney Wil- 
liam Bainton, of Beekman, Bogue & 
Clark, attorneys for the Fox Met 
noteholders, whether he will guar- 
anty to keep the operating costs of 
the Fox Met group, as a unit, to 
34%% of the gross, agreed. Also, 
that if the operating cts exceed 
this percentage, Fabian agrees to 


UF FABIAN PLAN 





$359,000 Code Budget for 1935 Set 
By NRA, Provided Film Code Stays 


+ 





Nothing Else to Do 


Detroit, April 80, 
Club women of this city are 
launching a ‘better films’ board, 
Detroit Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, which includes all clubs 
in town, having nothing much 
else to do, have turned their 
attention to the film problem. 
Plan is to divide the town 
into sections. Members will 
visit the neighborhood theatres 

and report on picture shown. 

















BANK NIGHTS 
GROWTH IN N.Y. 


Growth of bank nights at neigh- 
borhood houses in many parts of 
the greater New York area is pre- 
senting a tough problem for the Blue 
Eagle. While the Code is definitely 
against such freak nights as a 
means of drumming up business, it 
takes the protest of a competitor to 
bring the evil before the NRA for 
official action. 

With competing theatres going in 
for the same bank night idea rather 
than protesting to the local griev- 
ance board, and with even some of 
the larger circuits inaugurating the 
idea, the chances for the C, A, being 
able to stamp out this form of 
lottery are slim. 

Even the recent ruling of the so- 
licitor of the U. S. post office that 
the bank night idea was a violation 
of the federal postal regulations is 
not regarded by codists as helping 
much in New York. Effectiveness 
of this postal regulation depends on 
regulation through the mails, which 
means newspaper advertising. In 
most instances, the N. Y, nabes do 
not employ newspaper ads to bally 
their bank nights. In other sections 
of the country, this post office rul- 
ing has started to curb the popu- 
larity of these lotteries, 

The bank night idea in the south 
in past months became go wide- 
spread that at least one state legis- 
lature talked of a tax on theatres 
using gift and bank nights. 








make up the excess or consider 
failure to do so a violation of a deal 
which may be made with him. 
Bainton’s questions are purely for 
the guidance of the noteholders’ 
committees and form suggestive 
points in the ‘entire procedure. 
Fabian testifies he figures operating 
costs can be reduced under his 
operation substantially, because he 
plans unit operation of the thing as 
a whole, and suggests his own 


(Continued on page 54) 





Chicago, April 30. 

Exhibs and exchanges agree that 
double features are now inevitable. 
Last Friday (26) a double feature 
hit the loop at the B.&K, Garrick, 
‘Man of Aran’ (GB) and ‘One New 
York Night’ (MG), the first double 
bill in Chicago in three years and 
the first twin feature ever to be 
spotted on a loop screen. ‘Aran’ 
ran eight weeks at the Playhouse 
and is being advertised as the pic- 
ture which ran 26 weeks in New 
York. B.&K. ig playing a shorter 
version but it’s making the industry 
in Chicago plenty restless because 
of the ad treatment. 

Double features are considered in- 
evitable because dishes and other 
giveaways have already lost their 





punch Even where kitchenware 


Chi Going Wide Open on Duals, 
Giveaways and Dime Admissions 





draws ‘em, it’s only on the gift nites, 
and they stay away the rest of the 
week. Exhibitors admit they 
brought this condition about them- 
selves. 

Dime admissions are just around 
the corner due to the court suits 
now being waged by the Astor and 
Public theatres against Balaban & 
Katz, other circuits and the ex- 
changes. B.&K. and the exchanges 
have almost come to terms with the 
Astor theatre outside of court, with 
the basis of the agreement being the 
okaying of 10c ducats. If and when 
the Astor wins its case it wfll mean 
10c houses in at least 15 spots in 
Chicago, particularly in the Harlem 
belt, the Madison and Halstead ses- 


Washington, April 30. 
Administrative budget of $359,- 
575.01 for 1935 was approved by the 
National Recovery Administration 
last week, giving Film Code Author- 
ity permission to proceed with cur- 
rent year assessments. 

Zecause of the chance that Con- 
gress will not come through with 
law extending the N.1.R.A., Recovery 
Board conditioned its order of ap- 
proval, stipulating that not more 
than $171,197.77 may be spent before 
June 16, when the existing act 
lapses, and initial levies shall be for 
only half the annual rate. 

Exhibitor assessment plan, based 
on population, capacity of houses 
and run, was oked as originally pro- 
posed and as revised late last year. 
Provides for bills from $5 to $60 for 
the first half year. 

Alternative method of contribu- 
tion was specified for producer- 
distributors following complaints 
that the system devised last year 
is unfair. Companies may kick in 
either by paying lump sums ac- 
cording to classifications based on 
business volume, or may pay a per- 
centage determined by 1934 grosses, 

Half of '34 

Slicing 1934 figures in half, the 
Recovery Board repeated approval 
of the assessment plan embodying 
14 classes with fees running from 
$60 to $11,500 for the half-year, 
specifying that if indies and small 
companies doing less than $500,000 
worth of biz pay more than $9,000, 
the excess must be rebated. Other 
method allows producers and dis- 
tributors to contribute %% of their 
last year’s revenues, making total 
annual assessment on this basis 
%%. 

The idea of having distribs pro- 
portion the producer assessments 
was retained with the provision that 
producers may pay either directly 
to the C. A, or to the distributor 
who handles his pix. In the latter 
case, distrib is responsible to cod- 
ists. Total assessment is to be 
divided according to the ratio be- 
tween producers’ revenue and dis- 
trib’s gross receipts. 

Any complaints of undue hard- 
ship must be examined by the Code 
Authority and adjusted, subject to 
okay of the government, while any 
excess receipts from either division 
shall be credited to the group over- 
paying. No bills may be levied 
for the period after June 16 until 
Congress has extended the law and 
the NRA has given permission, 

Administrative order becomes ef- 
fective May 9 unless countermanded 
because of kicks from the industry. 


NY. Rialto’s Finale Pic 
Day-Date wiith Mayfair 


Arthur Mayer’s swan song at his 
Rialto on Broadway, which becomes 
razed May 15, will be a day-and- 
date booking with Walter Reade’s 
Mayfair, five blocks up the street, 
both playing ‘Mark of the Vampire’ 
simultaneously. Reade had this 
Metro flicker first but when Mayer 
couldn’t land U’s ‘Bride of Franken- 
stein,’ the day-date booking was ef- 
fected. It opens today (Wednes- 
day). 

‘Frankenstein’ goes into R. Cc, 
Music Hall May 17, following ‘The 
Informer’ (Radio). Tomorrow at the 
Hall starts Paramount’s ‘The 
Scoundrel.’ The Roxy also wanted 
‘Frankie’ but the Hall has first call 
on U pix under its contract, 














. >. * 
Crisp in ‘Mutiny’ 
Hollywood, April 30. 

Metro has tabbed Donald Crisp 
for a spot in ‘Mutiny on the Bounty,’ 
Irving Thalberg production which 
Frank Lloyd is directing. 

As a result, Crisp has been 
forced to postpone his sailing to 
Hawali and the South Seas until 
the first part of July. Player figures 
to crosa the Pacific on a four-month 
cruise in hig 190-foot schooner, ac- 





tion and the south State street dis- 
trict, 


companied by Mrs. Crisp (Jane 
Murfin.) 
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ives Private Worlds 


196, L. A. Par: ‘Frankenstein’ at 
Pan Good $6,000; ‘G-Men’ Is Rosy 





Los Angeles, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Chinese, State) 

Trade perked considerably cur- 
rent week with Paramount in the 
vanguard so far as take was con- 
cerned with ‘Private Worlds’ geared 
to hit an easy $19,000. Warner's 
Hollywood and RKO also going 
along at rapid pace with ‘G-Men,’ 
while State and Chinese had no 
rosy path with ‘West Point of the 
Air,’ quite a disappointment. 

‘Frankenstein’ in holdover at 
Pantages is oke, but not great, still 
doing more than twice the business 
house gets on initial week of aver- 
age attraction, however. 

Two moveovers from other houses, 
the Downtown doing fair with 
‘Gold Diggers of 1935,’ while United 
Artists not so forte with ‘Reckless,’ 
which shifted from the State. ‘Van- 
essa’ at Four Star is in the oke 
class and will show a very healthy 
figure, probably lingering for three 
stanzas. 

Though State and Chinese were 
tops on exploitation for the week it 
meant nothing to both houses, 
which wound up in the red with 
Utilized 
all radio stations in Los Angeles 
area with announcements on the at- 
traction as well as tieing in with 
the Examiner and Evening Record- 
Herald on a Junior Birdmen angle. 

Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman) (2,028; 30-40- 
55)—‘West Point’ (MG). Wallace 
Beery means nothing in this one. 
house will do a very bad $4,500 at 
most. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG). 
Just as calculated, week was not so 
hotsy and came a bit under esti- 
mate for a seven-day stay getting 
just over $7,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 25-30-40) 
—Gold Diggers’ (WB). Much 
healthier than house usually gets 
with double bill, headed for around 
$3,800. Last week ‘Strangers All’ 
(Radio) and ‘Love You Always’ 
(Col) were a smallpox combination 
for house, which did short of $1,800; 
brutal. 

Filmarte (Reisenfeld) (900; 40-50) 
-—‘Heart Calling’ (GB) (2d week). 
Just Grabbing loose ends, which 
will run to around $1,100. Last 
week very big in tapering off at the 


$3,000 mark. 
Four Star (Fox) (900; 30-35)— 
*Vanessa’ (MG). Montgomery - 


Haves combo make this one hit 
close to $4,000 mark for first week; 
fine. Last week ‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ 
(UA). Fifth week for import was 
plenty oke at $2,100. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,800; 25-30- 
40)—‘G-Men’ (WB). Started off at 
very good pace with trade mounting 
daily and headed for an easy $9,500. 
Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB). 
Stuck for eight days to much dis- 
eppointment at $8,100. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,700; 25-40)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) (2nd _ week). 
Letdown from first week, but better 
than average holdover; will come 
home with around $6,300. Last 
week started off like whirlwind but 
tapered down toward end to $10,000, 
which, however, tremendous for 
house. 

Paramount ¢Partmar) (3,595; 30- 
40-55)—‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and 
stage show. Claudette Colbert 
seems to be natural for the local 
b.o. and Wanger pic a cinch for 
$19,000, even without stage attrac- 
tion help. Holds. Last week ‘Stolen 
Harmony’ (Par). Came through to 
the dot, hitting the predicted 
$18,000. 

RKO (2,950; 25-35-55-65)—‘G- 
Men’ (WB). Folks going for this 
one in great style, which necessi- 
tated a midnite frolic on Saturday. 
Will have a corking good take of 
$11,500. Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(WB). In for eight days and oke 
with $9,300. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,024; 30-40- 
55)—‘West Point’ (MG). Though 
doing better than Chinese, it is very 
weak; house will be lucky to hit 
$6,200. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG). 
Not the b.o. cyclone Metro thought, 
but showed profit at $9,300. 

United Artisis (Fox-UA) (2,100; 
25 - 30 - 40-55) — ‘Reckless’ (MG). 
Move from the State not so help- 
ful for house; Harlow-Powell pic 
a headache with $2,200. Last week 
‘Love in Bloom’ (Par) and ‘Small 
World (Fox). Just had to take 
the strollers in that neck of 
Broadway, of whom there are not 
s0 many; wound up with a weak 
$2,400. 





Speed Up Tarzan 
Hollywood, April 30. 
In readying the next Tarzan fea- 
ture, Metro is figuring on a six week 
production schedule for the picture, 
which Phil Goldstone will produce. 
Last Tarzan tree-jumper made by 


Metro in 1933 was in production 
over a period of more than _ six 
months. 





‘WEST POINT’ $7,000 


Birmingham Okay—‘Sweet Music,’ 
Empire. 





,000, 





Birmingham, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Alabama) 


Saturday midnight shows are 
getting to be the rage and even the 
nabes are taking the habit. Busi- 
ness at these performances are 
nothing to set the woods on fire but 
probably get a few extra dollars. 

Best this week appears to be 
‘West Point’ backed by nice bally- 
hoo and Wallace Beery. Airplane 
flying over town pulling a sign 
trailer advertising the show was 
used along with dodgers and what 


nots. 

Estimates for This Week 
Alabama (Wilby) (2,850; 30-35- 
40)—‘West Point of Air (MG). Off 
to good start and may do close to 
$7,000. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG) 
failed to excite, getting around 


$5,750. 

Ritz (Wilby) (1,600; 25-30)— 
‘Folies Bergere’ (UA). Around §2,- 
600. Last week ‘Ruggles of Red 
Ge’ (Par) $3,000. 
mpire (Acme) (1,100; 25)— 
‘Sweet Music’ (WB). In proportion 
to other houses this one will prob- 
ably be up around the top, $3,000. 
Last week ‘Woman in Red’ (FN) 
around $1,900, light. 

Strand (Wilby) (800; 25)—It’s a 
Small World’ (Fox) and ‘I Give My 
Love.’ Not over $1,600, light. Last 
week ‘Casino Murder Case’ (MG) 
——_ Woman’ (MG) on split 
1, ‘ 

Pantages (Wilby) (1,850; 25-30)— 
‘Four Hours to Kill’ (Par) and 
vaude $1,800, light indeed. Last 
week ‘Good Fairy’ (U) and vaude- 
ville $2,000. 


Denver's Big Biz 
Nets 3 Holdovers: 
Richeliew’ $4,500 


Denver, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 


Three films will be held over here 
next week. ‘Richelieu’ will stay at 
the Aladdin for a second week, ‘Star 
of Midnight’ wjll cling to the Or- 
pheum, and ‘Naughty Marietta’ will 
move from the Denver around the 
corner to the Broadway. 


All three doing steady business 
and registered hold-out biz over the 
week-end. ‘Private Worlds,’ on its 
last seven days of a 10-day stay at 
Denham, did fine and might have 
been held over also, but, with stage 








show booked in, impossible to 
switch. 
President’s radio talk Sunday 


night was big blow to theatres here, 
cutting all grosses way down. 

Orpheum tied in with Armour & 
Co. for a lobby display, since 
Ginger Rogers wag featured with 
the ‘Meal of the Month,’ besides 
being the star in the film at the 
Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Huffman) (1,500; 25-35- 
50-60)—‘Richelieu’ (UA). Splendid 
biz at $4,500 and hanging on. Last 
week ‘Man’s a Man’ (Fox) drew 
above average for westerns, doing 
$1,750 on the week. 

Broadway (Huffman) (1,500; 25- 
40)—‘Transient Lady’ (U) and 
‘Rendezvous at Midnight’ (U) 
double bill. Just fair at $1,200. Last 
week ‘Straight from Heart’ (U) and 


‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), split, did 
some better, $1,750. 
Denham (Cooper) (1,500; 25-35- 


50)—‘Private Worlds’ (Par), finish- 
ing a 10-day run at $6,000, could 
have held, but stage show booked 
in and uncallable. Last week ‘Hold 
’Em Yale’ (Par) and ‘Private 
Worlds’ (Par), split, did $5,000, with 
latter, starting a 10-day run, doing 
the lion’s share. 

Denver (Huffman) (2,500; 25-35- 
50)—‘Marietta’ (MG) and_ stage 
show. Cinch for $9,000 and one 
more week. Last week ‘Reckless’ 
(MG) did 25% above average, clos- 
ing with $7,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) — ‘Star of Mid- 
night’ (Radio) also sockeroo at 
$8,500 and will be held. Last week 
‘Green Gables’ (Radio) did $5,500, 
above average. Matinees fine, with 
nights off. 

Paramount (Huffman) (2,000; 25- 
35-50)—‘Mister Dynamite’ (U). Too 
much competition for this one; 
weak at $2,000. Last week ‘Princess 





O’Hara’ (U) only fair, closing with 
$3,500. 


TACOMA IS ROSY 


‘Wedding Night’ Getting Fair $2,500, 
But Others Okay 


-~ 








Tacoma, April 80.- 
Prices moved up to 40c. top at 
Music Box with vaudfilm policy. 


Rialto has Kolb and Dill road show, 
with ‘The Best Man Wins’ at two- 
bits top, and getting some dough, 
too. 

No special exploitation in burg 
this week. Music Box has ‘Gold 
Diggers of 1935’ and a nice cam- 
paign, but nothing extraordinary. 


Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (700; 15- 
25-35) —"The Wedding Night’ (UA). 
With Cooper and Sten in lights, 
house is headed for slow $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Mississippi’ (Par), de- 
livered $2,700, okay. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,400; 25- 
35-40)\—‘Gold Diggers of 1935’ (WB) 
and stageshow. Dick Powell get- 
ting press breaks and okay $4,500 is 
anticipated. Last week, ‘Star of 
Midnight’ (Radio) and vaude got 
$5,200, big. 

Roxy (J-vH) (1,300; 25-35)—‘The 
Shadow of Doubt’ (MG) and ‘Vanes- 
sa’ (MG), split. Heading for nice 
$3,800. Last week, ‘After Office 
Hours’ (MG), $4,000, good. 


ITS SPRINGTIME 
IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 


Shows playing. the Capital this 
week are not as bad as the figures 
might indicate, but first real spring 
weather kept patrons outdoors over 
the week-end for a bum box-office 
beginning. 

Loew’s Fox on last show tonight 
(Tuesday) presented extra 45 min- 
utes of fun with popular radio 
broadcast airing from stage and 
Gertrude Neisen as ‘guest artist.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Fox (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-60)— 
‘New York Night’ (Par) and vaude. 
Press only fair and weather blamed 
for light $18,000. Last week ‘Four 
Hours’ (Par) drew nice $21,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,424; 25-35-40-60) 
—‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and vaude. 
Claudette Colbert figured big pull 
but so-so stage revue brings it 
down to low $16,500. Last week 
‘Into Your Dance’ (WB) did well 
with $20,000. 

Palace (Loew’s) (2,363; 25-35-60) 
—‘Reckless’ (MG) (2d wk). Mild at 
estimated $7,000. Last week big 
$18,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 25-35-60) 
—‘Thunder in East’ (UA). Pretty 
good $4,500 on _ five-day = run. 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) opening tomor- 
row (Wed). Last week ‘Star Mid- 
night’ (Radio) held up rather well, 
holdover for fair $7,500. 

Metropolitan (WB). (1,853; 25-40) 
—‘Death Flies East’ (Col). Doing 
very well with mystery fans, a big 
$3,800. Last week ‘Unwelcome 
Stranger’ (Col), oke $3,000. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 25-40) 
—‘$10 Raise’ (FN). Doing poorly 
at about $2,500. Last week ‘All 
King’s Horses’ (Par), got by with 
bare $3,000. 

Belasco (Radin) (800; 25-36-50) 
60)—‘Iron Duke’ (GB) (2d wk). 
Falling off to about $2,000. Last 
week a huge $4,500. 








Prov. Pepe | Private Worlds’ Fine 
$9,200; ‘Richelieu’ Building to Oke 116 





Life Begins,’ ‘Scandals’ 
Both Nicely in Lincoln 


Lincoln, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Stuart) 


‘Life Begins at 40’ is the basis of 
glad hosannas in this post-Easter 
week at the Stuart. Indications 
point to its easing over $4,000 very 
easily before the end of the seven 
day stretch. House in stunting for 
the pic had live pigs in the lobby 
and conducted hog calling contests 
as a buildup. 

‘Scandals’ was a surpriser when 
the b.o. opened and has been doing 
well ever since. The Lincoln, which 
houses it, has been batting plenty 
strong for months now. Over at 
the Orph, Gene Gory’s crazy band 
on the stage and ‘Love in Bloom’ 
fairly rained money for three days. 
The Varsity closed with end of biz 
Thursday (25) and will remain 
shuttered for nearly a month of 
cooling system installation. It’s the 
first dark house here in nearly a 
year. 





Estimates for This Week 


Colonial (LTC) (750; 10-15)— 
‘Texas Jack’ (Indie), ‘Death Stalks 
at Midnight’ (Indie) and ‘McFad- 
den’s Flats’ (Par). Three changes, 
good $1,100. Last week ‘Frontier 
Days’ (Cap), ‘Great Hotel Murder’ 
(Fox) and ‘Behind Green Lights’ 
(Maj) for three swaps good enough 
considering the lull weekend, $1,000. 

Lincoln (LTC) (1,600; 10-20-25)— 
‘Scandals’ (Fox). Nice $2,600 in 
sight. Last week ‘Star of Midnight’ 
(Radio) a veritable whiz and netted 
$3,000 which is swell. 

Orpheum (LTC) (1,200; 10-15-25) 
—‘Love in Bloom’ (Par) and ‘Run- 
nin’ Wild’ unit on the stage, three 


days. Four days after taken up by 
‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) and ‘Spring 
Tonic’ (Fox) on dual basis. Stage 


end was out for sock biz and the 
week heads into $2,800, very nice. 
Last week ‘King’s Horses’ (Par) 
with Gertrude Avery’s revue (3 
days) and ‘While Patient Slept’ 
(WB) and ‘Night Life of the Gods’ 
(U) dualling last half, about aver- 
age $2,100. 

Stuart (LTC) (1,900; 10-25-40)— 
‘Life Begins at 40’ (Fox). Gross 
will get up to $4,500, if pace any 
indicator. Last week ‘Mississippi’ 
(Par) was clogged by ‘Midnight’ at 
the Lincoln, but swelled up over 
average by some margin with $3,- 
500. 

Varsity (Westland) (1,100; 10-15- 
25). Closed for three weeks for in- 
stallation of new cooling system. 
Last week ‘My Heart Is Calling’ 
(GB) and ‘Take the Stand’ (Indie) 
took $1,050, the best in weeks, but 
not good enough. 


Monarch’s N. Y. Hdas. 


Dave Chatkin, former Publix op- 
erating executive, now a partner in 
Monarch Theatres, will make New 
York his headquarters hereafter in- 
stead of Cleveland. 

He and Harry Katz, brother of 
Sam, are associated with Milt Feld, 
president, in the Monarch chain. 











Too Many Seattle H. 0.'s 





Three Films Try Second Weeks to Mild 
Grosses; ‘Reckless’ Moderate $7,500 


¢ 





Beattie, April 30. 
Three holdovers at local first run 
houses and letdown in the other 
spots finds the burg without any 
wow stuff this week. 


Biz is generally off, with sunshine 
on the week-end no help. 


Paramount reverts to duals after 
good biz with Marx brothers. Tilt- 
ing admish to 55c. top, while worth 
it, kept some people away, and gross 
was below hopes, although plenty 
oke. 


State sales tax on commodities 
and amusements may have to with- 
stand court tests as to constitution- 
ality, but is set to start May 1. 
Theatre tickets must collect from 
patrons, with no exceptions, not 
even press or Officials. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (950; 25- 
35-40)—‘Star Midnight’ (Radio) (2nd 
week). Ginger Rogers and William 
Powell baiting ’em for oke, $3,000 on 
six days. Last week, same film, 
$5,400, good, 

Coliseum (Evergreen (1,800; 15- 
25)—‘Society Doctor’ (MG) and 
‘Clive’ (UA) dual, indicates a fair 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Copperfield’ 





(MG) and ‘Chan in Paris’ (Tox) 
dnal, $3,900, big. 





5th Avenue (Evergreen (2,400; 25- 
35-40)—‘Reckless’ (MG). Just an 
ordinary campaign, so only mode- 
rate $7,500. Last week, ‘Life Begins’ 
(Fox) was fair at $8,400. 

‘Liberty (J-vH) (1,900; 25-35)— 
‘Town's Talking’ (Col) (2nd week). 
Only so-so $4,500 against $7,100, 
good, first week. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (900; 25- 
35-40)—‘Gold Diggers’ (FN) (2nd 
week). Another one that couldn’t 
make the holdover going; so-so at 
$4,500. Last week, pic got $6,200, 
good, 

Orpheum (Hamrick (2,700; 25-35) 
—‘Mary Jane’s Pa’ (F'N) and vaude. 
Fair at $6,500. Last week, ‘Franken- 
stein’ (U) and vaude, got record 
b. o. Saturday and Sunday except 
when Wheeler and Woolsey ap- 
peared at house in person; $9,600 
for the week, wonderful, but 
wouldn’t risk holding and, in view 
of other business, was probably 
right. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,106; 
25-35)—‘Scandals’ (Fox) and ‘World 
War’ (Fox) dual, and vaude, only 
moderate at $4,500. Last week, with 
price up to 55c. ‘Ten Dollar Raise’ 
(MG) and Marx Brothers in person, 
hit a healthy pace at $5,500, but be- 
low expectations. 


Providence, April 30 

(Best Exploitation: RKO Albee) 

Natives are crawling out of their 
shells again. Trade is better, gene- 
rally. Attractions are exceptional 
both on stage and screen. 

Big noise this week looks like 
‘Private Worlds’ at Strand, when 
management concentrated only on 
newspapers to get the message over. 
It’s a woman's picture and seems as 
though all the boy friends are being 
dragged in by the gals. 

‘Cardinal Richelieu’ opened rather 
tepid, but every indication that a 
buildup later in the week will give 
Loew’s a better than average week. 

Exploitation for Boswell Sisters is 
netting the Albee type of publicity 
not usually seen in these parts, 
where newspapers are tough on 
press agents. Through a _ tie-up 
with Catholic Charity Drive Boswell 
Sisters were given swell breaks, 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (3,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Richelieu’ (UA). Purely class enter- 
tainment and held back a bit by 
tepid opening, but comment around 
town will bring gross for the week 
up to $11,000. oke. Last week ‘Reck- 
less’ (MG) failed to click as it 
should have; house satisfied with 
$9,800. 

Fay’s (2,200; 15-25-40)—‘Spring 
Tonic’ (Fox) and ‘Spring Gambols’ 
and ‘Neapolitan Nights,’ two units 
on stage. Off to a rather slow start, 
but finish should see at least $8,000 
in the till. Last week ‘Small World’ 
(Fox) and unit was tepid at $7,300. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Black Fury’ (WB) and ‘Mary Jane’s 
Pa’ (WB). Good start, but since 
film is distinctly limited in appeal 
finish may not be so hot. At any 
rate house figuring on $8,500, better 
than average. Last week ‘Into Your 
Dance’ (WB) just fair at $7,000. 

Modern Fine Arts (1,600; 15-25- 
40)—‘Imitation of Life’ (U) and 
‘One Way Passage’ (WB). Not likely 
to go over $1,500, but oke. Last week 
‘42nd Street’ (WB) and ‘Back 
Street’ (U). House suffered first 
set-back in revival, gross just get- 
ting out of red at $850. 

Strand (Indie) (2,200; 15-25-40)— 
‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and ‘Great 
God Gold’ (Mono). Opened big and 
pace holding up. Gross sure to be 
close to $9,200, best in town as 
plenty of velvet. Last week ‘Hold 
’Em Yale’ (Par) and ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (Mono) oke, too, at $7,200. 

RKO Albee (2,500; 15-25-40)— 
‘Strangers All’ (Radio) and vaude, 
House figuring on at least $11,000, 
with good chance of getting it. Last 
week ‘Star Midnight’ (Radio) and 
vaude, came near $9,500, oke. 

RKO Victory (1,600; 10-15-25— 
‘Dawn Trail’ (Col) and ‘Sunset 
Range’ should do at least $1,100 on 
split week. Last week ‘Fighting 
Pieneer’ and ‘Mystery Mountain’ 
oke, too, at $1,000 on split week. 


ANTO YOUR DANCE’ 
OKAY $8,500, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, April 30. 

Box offices are off again during 
current week, after a decided spurt 
over the Easter holiday period. The 
absence of outstanding features 
currently is also undoubtedly re- 
sponsible for some portion of the 
drop away. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (3,600; 30-40-55)—Devil 
Is a Woman’ (Par) and stage show. 
Picture handled severely by local 
newspapers and stage show looks 
average. Opening business bad. 
Looks like $9,500. Last week ‘Mis- 
Sissippi’ (Par) and Bernie. Bernie 
built the situation up to a fine 
gross and gets all the credit. Swell 
business at $24,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,400; 25-40)—‘Go 
Into Your Dance’ (WB). Tongue- 
in-cheek comment on this one by 
local press, but public seems to be 
going for it just the same. Will 
probably better $8,500. Last week 
‘Richelieu’ (UA). Fine returns for 
this fine picture, with business 
climbing up to $9,600. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 25-40) 
—‘Traveling Saleslady’ (WB) and 
‘Shadow of Doubt’ (MG). Another 
double bill which, while of high en- 
tertainment value, lacks sufficient 
distinction to reach much over 
$7,000. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG) 
showed strength and moved up well 
over predictions to $11,000. 

Century (Shea) (3,400; 25)-—— 
‘Casino Murder Case’ (MG) and 
‘McFadden’s Flats’ (Par). Regular 
fodder for the house for probably 
under $5,000. Last week ‘Times 
Square Lady’ (MG) and ‘When a 
Man’s a Man’ (Fox), up slightly at 
$5,300. 

Lafayette (Ind) (3,400; * 25)—‘Mr. 
Dynamite’ (U) and ‘Straight from 
the Heart’ (U). Not much to write 
in about for this program at a mod- 
erate $6,000. Last week ‘Death 
Flies East’ (Col) and ‘Let’s Live 
Tonight’ (Col), dropped off again 








and felt the competition of heavier 
attractions elsewhere; $5,700. 
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Twe Circuses Hurt 


Chicago Biz; 


Dance’ $23, 00, Palace $20,000 
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Chicago, April 30. 

Business {fs off in town. That's a 
simple and direct statement which 
covers the situation. Excuse for bad 
business at present concerns the 
two circuses which are hammering 
away to big grosses at the Stadium 
and at the Coliseum. In the past 
the theatres had to compete against 
only one circus at the comparative- 
ly small 10,000-seat Coliseum, but 
added to that this year is the 26,- 
000-seat Stadium. Both outfits have 
been in town since April 20 and will 
stick until May 6. . 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 25-35-55)— 
“Frankenstein’ (U). In after good 
session at the Palace this flicker 
figures for another winner here at 
$5,000, fine. Last week ‘Private 
Worlds’ (Par) sagged sadly at $2,- 
200. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,940; 35-55-75) 
—'‘Go Into Dance’ (WB) and stage 
show. All up to the picture to in- 
crease pace; suggesting only $23,000. 
Last week ‘Living on Velvet’ (WB) 
and Casino de Paree unit started 
well, but finished off at $24,300. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 25-35-55)— 
‘One New York Night’ (MG) and 
‘Man of Aran’ (GB), the latter a 40- 
minute version and run as an added 
attraction. Double feature plugging 
not meaning anything and will 
hardly top $2,500, weakish. Last 
week was just as wobbly for ‘Case 
of Curious Bride’ (MG) at $2,100. 

Oriental (B&K) (3,200; 25-35-40) 
—Unwelcome Stranger’ (Col) and 
vaude. Business failing to impress 
and if over $11,000 a surprise, Last 
week ‘Love in Bloom’ (Par) man- 
aged good $17,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 25-35-55)— 
‘Princess O'Hara’ (U) and Ben 
Bernie band on stage. Disappoint- 
ing gross ahead at so-so $20,000. 
Last week ‘Bride of Frankenstein’ 
(U) topped good $23,300. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 25-35- 
65)—‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG). Will 
stick until next Saturday (May 4) 
anyway with ‘Black Fury’ (WB) 
due. B. & K. trying to stall the 
opening of ‘Fury’ as long as pos- 
sible in order to get ‘G Men’ (WB) 
in ahead at the Chicago. Figure 
that shouldn't day-and-date these 
two flickers as they appeal to 
same audience. ‘G Men’ has been 
held up by censors, but expected to 
get through. This week ‘Marietta’ 
should hold to oke $7,000. Last week 
on the right side at $11,100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 20-25- 
$5)—‘One More Spring (Fox) and 
WLS unit on stage. All the unit 
currently which ups gross splen- 
didly to $13,000, powerful. Last 
week ‘Little Men’ (Mono) managed 
fair $10,700. 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700; 
25-35-65) —Wedding Night’ (UA). 
Will hold to May 4 anyway with 
‘Richelieu’ (UWA) to follow. Cur- 
rently above $9,000, fine, for hold- 
over. Last week was a strong start 
at $14,100. 


INDIANA BIZ OFF 


‘Star’ Leads With $6,500; ‘Richelieu’ 
Oke 











Indianapolis, April 30. 

‘Star at Midnight’ is leading a 
slow race in the downtown sector 
this week with an okay $6,500 at 
the Indiana, while ‘Cardinal Riche- 
lieu’ is doing a nice $6,000 at the 
Palace. Usually strong pace at the 
Lyric has weakened to a so-so $6,- 
500 with a combination bill of 
‘Mary Jane’s Pa’ and the Paul Ash 
stage unit. 

Unusually hot weather is being 
blamed by theatre managers for the 
slackening of business. Ball park 
is crowded, while such miscella- 
neous competition as _— circuses, 
midget auto races, and the auto 
show are cutting in. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Fourth Ave.) (1,100; 25- 
40)—Thunder in East’ (UA). Bad 
at $2,000, if it lasts a full week. 
Last week ‘Life Begins’ (Fox) did 
a steady $4,200 on its third week. 

Circle (Katz-Feld) (2,600; 25-40) 
—‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par). Mild at 
$4,000. Last week ‘Ruggles’ (Par) 
repeated too long after original run 
and had gone cold, doing only §2,- 


800. 
Indiana (Katz-Feld) (3,100; 25- 
49)—‘Star Midnight’ (Radio). Wil- 





liam Powell and Ginger Rogers are 
helping this one to a satisfactory 


$6,500. Last week ‘Go Into Your 
Dance’ (WB) good at $7,400. 

Lyric (Olson) (2,000; 25-30-40)— 
‘Mary Jane’s Pa’ (WB) and Paul 


Ash stage unit. Gross is off con- 
siderably from recent weeks, With a 





disappointing $6,500. Last week 
‘Spring Tonic’ (Fox) and Charlie | 
Davis band on stage did swell $10,- | 
500. | 


Loew’s Palace (Loew's) (2,800; | 
25-40) —'Cardinal Richelieu’ (UA). | 
Arliss is drawing better this time | 
than usual here and, although pace | 
isn't big, gross will hit $6,000, | 
okay. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG) | 
Sagged below 


expectations to " 


moderate $5,500. 


NEW HAVEN COMPETITIVE 


‘Naughty Marietta,’ $9,000, 
Excellent 
New Haven, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Polis) 

Film spots getting plenty com- 
petish this week. General Motors 
free show and Legion vets carnival 
with vaude will steer a flock away 
from pix. 

Polis played heavily on musical 
angle of ‘Marietta.’ Sound truck hit 
all central streets. Trio of girls 
from a class conservatory played 
selections in lobby week preceding 
opening. Gypsy fiddler and ac- 
cordionist roamed streets and nite 
clubs. School tieup had _ several 
thousand kids put on a music pe- 
riod which included a poster con- 
test, a boy reading excerpts from 
life of Victor Herbert and an out- 
line of ‘Marietta.’ Selections were 
sung by whole group throughout 
period. Special preview held for 
all music teachers, directors, lead- 
ers and heads of institutifons. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (Publix) (2,348; 365- 
50)—‘4 Hours to Kill’ (Par) and 
‘Hold ’Em Yale’ (Par). Should 
build to an oke $7,100. Last week 
‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and ‘Captain 
Hurricane’ (Radio). Very pleasing 
$7,300. 

Polis (Loew) (3,040; 35-50)— 
‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) and ‘Un- 
welcome Stranger’ (Col). Nice 
start and holding up for excellent 
$9,000. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG) 
and ‘Baby Face Harrington’ (MG). 
Good $8,200, but a higher figure 
was anticipated. 

Roger Sherman (WB) (2,200; 35- 
50)—Black Fury’ (WB). Word-of- 
mouth rated this one as too de- 
pressing, with no co-feature to off- 
set it. Poor femme reaction. Prob- 
ably mild $4,800. Last week ‘Go 
Into Your Dance’ (WB). Not bad 
for a single at $5,700. 

Bijou (Loew) (1,565; 25-35)— 
‘Princess O’Hara’ (U) and ‘Rendez- 
vous at Midnight’ (U). Not break- 
ing any records either way. So-so 
$3,000. Last week ‘Times Square 
Lady’ (MG) and ‘It’s a Small World’ 
(Fox). One notch better at $3,100. 


‘WORLDS’-‘BLOOM’ DUAL 
TOPS MONTREAL, 126 


Montreal, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Capitol) 

Lent over, another bogey appears 
for exhititors. That is the great 
Moving Day trek which every May 
shuffles some 30,000 householders. 
This year it is not so great as usual 
but will keep some fans out of thea- 
tres the first week of May. 

His Majesty’s continues second 
week of D’Oyly Carte shows with 
best house in years for first week 
and every appearance of continua- 
tion until May 2. Packed every 
night, gross at $2.50 top will yield 
a further $18,000 currently. Palace 
repeats ‘Roberta’ which after a 
smashing run last week will cur- 
rently gross at least $10,000 more. 

Capitol has ‘Private Worlds’ and 
‘Love in Bloom’ and looks shaped 
for best in town, around $12,000 very 
good. Loew, showing ‘Stolen Har- 
mony’ and ‘Transient Lady,’ should 
repeat last week’s $7,500. Princess 
repeats ‘Folies Bergeres’ and ‘Behind 
the Evidence’ which should gross 
$7,000. Imperial comes back to pix 
with ‘New Moon’ and ‘Night of the 
Party’ maybe $3,500, average. 

Harry Dahn at Capitol putting 
over good broadcast ballyhoo over 
CFCF on current showing and has 
tied up ‘Private Worlds’ with Lux 
Soap for good window displays. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; $1- 
$2.50)—D’Oyly Carte operas. Fol- 
lowing a $20,000 gross last week 
continues currently with packed 
houses for at least same gross again. 

Palace (FP) (2,700;50)—‘Roberta’ 
(Radio) (2nd week). Panicked town 
last week for $16,000 and should re- 
peat currently for $10,000. 

Capitol (FP) (2,700; 50)—‘Private 
Worlds’ (Par) and ‘Love in Bloom’ 
(Par). Should top the town for 
$12,000. Last week ‘Mississippi’ 
(Par) and ‘Four Hours to Kill’ (Par) 
turned in a good $11,000. 

Loew (IP) (3,200; 50)—‘Stolen 
Harmony’ (Par) and ‘Transient 
Lady’ (WB). Should do a nice 
$7,500. Last week ‘Sequoia’ (MG) 
and ‘Gay Bride’ (MG) went over 
well at $8,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,200; 50)—‘Folies 


Dual, 








3Zergeres’ (UA) and ‘Behind the 
Evidence’ (Col) (2nd week). Big 
last week for $10,000 and should 
hold up well currently for $7,000. 

Imperial (FP) (1,600; 40)—‘New 
Moon’ (MG) and ‘Night of the 
Party’ (Brit). May boost average | 
gross to $3,500, good. Last week 
French Revue. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 50)—‘Le Bonheur’ (2nd week). 
May do $2,008 currently after $2,500 
last week. . 


BROOKLYN FEELS SPRING 


Mild $13,500 for ‘Star of Midnight’ 
at Albee 





Brooklyn, April 80. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Spring fever has attacked the 
multitudes. Crowds cavorting on 
beaches and in Prospect Park. Even 
the neighbs are getting it in the 
neck this week. Downtown sector 
offering substantial film fare, but 
no takers worth speaking of. Para- 
mount in its second and last week 
of ‘Black Fury’ to off attendance. 
The Cooper-Sten opera, ‘Wedding 
Night,’ at the Metropolitan getting 
mild response. Other houses in no 
better condition. 

Fox hopped on band wagon for 
Brooklyn Youth Week and received 
plenty space in dailies. House 
opened Saturday morning with spe- 
cial showing for younger genera- 
tion. Speeches by political and 
civic bigwigs and radio tieup with 
WMCA. Current attraction was 
plugged on air at same time. 

Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (4,000; 25-35-50-65)— 
‘Black Fury’ (24 week). Away off on 
holdover, only $7,000. Last week, 
$16,600, good, 

Fox (4,000; 25-35-5¢-65)—‘Man 
Who Knew Too Much’ (GB) and 
stage show. Unexciting $12,000 in 
view. Last week ‘Traveling Sales- 
lady’ (FN) $13,000. 

Albee (3,500; 25-35-50-65)—‘Star 
of Midnight’ (Radio) and vaude. 
Mild $18,500. Last week ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (Fox) $13,000. 

Loew’s Metropolitan (2,400; 25-35- 
50-65)—‘Wedding Night’ (UA) and 
vaude. Mild $14,000 in view. Last 
week ‘Reckless’ (MG) $16,000, fair. 

Strand (2,000; 25-35-50)—‘Stolen 
Harmony’ (Par) and ‘Mystery of 
Edwin Drood’ (U). Weak $3,500. 
Last week ‘Transient Lady’ (U) and 
‘Princess O’Hara’ (U) $56,000. 


DANCE’ $12,000, 
‘WORLDS 86 
INK. C. 


Kansas City, April 80. 
(Best Exploitation: Mainstreet) 


George Arliss, Frankenstein, Al 
Jolson and Claudette Colbert on the 
other first run screens here, giving 
the hard to please customers a nice 
list of names from which to choose. 

‘Go Into Your Dance’ at the RKO 
Mainstreet set the pace over the 
weekend, with ‘Cardinal Richelieu’ 
holding up nicely at Loew's Mid- 
land. 

Papers went after the ‘Franken- 
stein’ picture at the Tower and 
warned against children seeing it, 
while the Journal-Post critic scored 
the management for admitting chil- 
dren so biz way up. 

Newman's feature, ‘Private 
Worlds,’ drew favorable reviews and 
prospects are it will show some 
strength on word-of-mouth. . 

Mainstreet went into extra adver- 
tising for ‘Go Into Your Dance,’ 
with special window and tack cards 
for newsstands showing a current 
magazine with Ruby Keeler’s pic- 
ture on the front cover; thousands 
of throwaways and special window 
display cards in a tie-up with Shell 
oil. 








Estimates for This Week 


Mainstreet (RKO) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Into Your Dance’ (FN). Looks like 
a natural, with chances for close to 
$12,000, great. Last week’s ‘Murder 
on Honeymoon’ (Radio) and Mills 
Brothers on stage, $16,000, good. 

WNidiand (Loews) (4,666; 15-25-46) 
—‘Richelieu’ (UA). Should prove 
whether George Arliss means any- 
thing at the box office. He never 
has here previously. Friday open- 
ing just fair, but Saturday and Sun- 
day better; maybe $9,500, fair. Last 
week ‘Reckless’ enjoyed nice play 
for four days and then faded for a 
total of $12,700, fair. 

Newman (Par) (1,800; 25-40)— 
‘Private Worlds’ (Par). Manage- 
ment slipped this one in Thursday, 
a day ahead of regular opening date, 
cutting ‘Stolen M-lody’ to six days. 
Early opening not so hot, but pic- 
ture shows indication of building. 
Should get around $8,000, good. Last 
week ‘Stolen Melody’ (Par) $5,000, 
not so good. 

Tower (Rewot) (2,200; 25)— 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and stage show. 
Management gave feature the 
spookiest kind of buildup, and cus- 
tomers knew what they were going 
to see. 
up nicely for around $10,000, big. 
Last week ‘Unwelcome Stranger’ 
(Col) and stage show, $6,100, fair. 

Uptown (Fox) (2,040; 25-40)— 





Heart Is Calling’ (GB). After three 


| weeks of ‘Life Begins’ management 


went into the papers with large dis- 
plays on this one, drawing a great 
Saturday opening. Expected to get 





close to $4,000. Last week ‘Life Be- 
gins’ (box), third week, $3,500, nice. 


Good opening, and holding | 





Few New Pics on B’way; Saad” 
Oke at $30,000; ‘Miserables’ Still 
Tops at $48,000 on Second Week 


(Best Exploitation: Rivoli) 

Only three new pictures reached 
New York's first run front this 
week, ‘George White’s Scandals,’ 
‘Hold ’Em Yale’ and ‘Florentine 
Dagger.’ None is evoking cheers, 
but ‘Scandals’ is far ahead of the 
other two on a sprint for $30,000 or 
more, at the Roxy. ‘Yale,’ out of 
the football season, will be a long 
way from a touchdown at a light 
$8,000 for the Rialto, while the May- 
fair, on six days of ‘Dagger’ is un- 
der $6,000. 

A flock of new pictures come in 
this week, with no holdovers at all 


for the coming semester except 
‘Miserables.’ Included are Jolson- 
Keeler musical, ‘Go Into Your 


Dance,’ which moves into the Cap 
on a preview opening 7:30 tomor- 
row night (Thursday). Music Hall 
also brings in ‘Scoundrel’ tomorrow, 
booked from Par, while the Para- 
mount, after 16 days of ‘Mississippi’ 
places the new Dietrfch picture, 
‘Woman Is a Devil’ on the throne 
Friday (3). This morning (Wed) 
Warners shove ‘G Men’ into the 
Strand, while tonight the Mayfair 
and Rialto day-and-date ‘Mark of 
the Vampire’ under the first ar- 
rangement of this kind between 
these two houses. Roxy on Friday 
(3) brings in ‘Laddie.’ 

By previewing the Jolson-Keeler 
picture early Thursday evening, the 
Cap falls a little short of seven days 
on holdover of ‘Reckless,’ which has 
been quite a disappointment. First 
week fell under $35,000 and hold- 
over will not be over $22,000, ac- 
cording to estimates. 

‘Miserables’ appears the most 
solid hit of the town in a long time. 
It got $61,100 first week and ig dis- 
playing remarkable stamina on the 


second, indications pointing to 
$48,000 or more. Other Zanuck cos- 
tumer, ‘Richelieu,’ on its second 


week at the Music Hall, will hole 
out at $65,000 or a little over. 

On final nine days of ‘Mississippi’ 
Par’s b.o. adding machines will to- 
tal up around $25,000, while Strand’s 
third week of ‘Black Fury’ will show 
about $18,000, also good. 

None but routine exploitation ef- 
fort having been expended this week 
on new arrivals, ‘Les Miserables’ 
remains tops in the contest of the 
exploiteers. The Riv and the UA 
home office have been giving this 
picture a lot of merchandising at- 
tention. 

Estimates For This Week 

Capitol (4,620;  35-75-85-$1.10). 
‘Reckless’ (MG) (2d week) and 
stage show. Picture finished first 
week disappointingly at under $35,- 
000 and failed to pick up stride on 
holdover, final 6% days appearing 
only around $22,000. ‘Into Your 
Dance’ (WB) comes in at 7:30 to- 
morrow night (Thursday) on a pre- 
view. 

Mayfair (2,000; 35-55-65). ‘Flor- 
entine Dagger’ (MG). Ended six- 
day run last night at under $6,000, 
weak. ‘Mark of Vampire’ (MG) 
opens this morning (Wed) on day- 
and-date with Rialto. 

Palace (1,700; 35-50-65). ‘Star 
Midnight’ (Radio) and vaude. Did 
nothing at Music Hall and mild 
here, also, around $9,000. Last week 
on holdover of ‘Little Colonel’ (Fox) 
takings dipped to $8,000, after a 
strong first week. 

Paramount (3,664; 35-55-75-85). 
‘Mississippi’ (Par) (2d week). Held 
down first week by going through 
four days of Lent, grossing $30,800, 
but on final nine days at least $25,- 
000, making run strictly okay, es- 
pecially in face of opposition. 
‘Woman Is a Devil’ (Par) opens Fri- 
day (3). 

Radio City Music Hall (5,989; 40- 
60-85-99-$1.10, ‘Richelieu’ (UA) (2d 
week) and stage show. Rose to 
$102,000 initial week and on hold- 
over standing up safely, $65,000. 


‘Scoundrel’ (Par), made by Hecht 
and MacArthur on Long Island with 
Noel Coward opens tomorrow 
(Thursday). 

Rialto (2,000; 40-65). ‘Hold "Em 


Yale’ (Par). Damon Runyon story 
might have done better during foot- 
ball season; only $8,000 on week. 
Last week ‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par) 
much better, $11,500. ‘Mark of 
Vampire’ (MG), day-and-date with 
Mayfair, debuts tonight (Wed). 
House closes May 15 to be razed. 
Rivoli (2,092; 40-65-75-85-99). 
‘Miserables’ (UA) (2d week). Main- 
tained terrific opening strength for 
a first week of $61,100 and on sec- 
ond still has plenty of wind, with 


an easy $48,000 in the bag. Long 
run indicated. 

Roxy (5,886; 25-35-55). ‘Scan- 
dals’ (Fox) and stage show. Doing 
pretty good at $30,000 or more, but 
won't try a second week. Prede- 
cessor, ‘Love in Bloom’ (Par) fell 
under Easter week exnectations, 
$29,109. 

Strand (2,757; 35-55-65-85). ‘Fury’ 
(WE) (34d week). Muni fodder for 
strong stomachs a big money- 


maker og run here gelting $28,300 





last week (2d) and around $18,000 
this, the final. ‘G Men’ (WB), with 
Cagney, heavily advertised and ex- 
ploited, opens this morning (Wed). 
State (3,450; 35-55-75). ‘Wedding 
Night’ (UA) and vaude. May go 
better here than at Rivoli, where it 
got first run, week possibly reaching 
$18,000. ‘Gold Diggers’ (WB), in 
ahead, hit the $20,000 figure, nice. 


‘Wedding Night’ 
Light $5,000 in 


Minneapolis 








Minneapolis, April 30. 

(Best Exploitation: Orpheum) 

‘Go Into Your Dance,’ the Jolson- 
Keeler picture at the Orpheum, is 
well on its way to top box-office 
honors currently. It rates head and 
shoulders above the rest of the 
town's screen and stage attractions 
in pulling power. 

Manager Emil Franke, of the 
Orpheum, stole exploitation honors 
by a tie-up with the town’s leading 
clothier, garnering for his screen 
offering, ‘Go Into Your Dance,’ 
gratis radio, newspaper and display 
window advertising. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Publix)} (1,600; 25-35- 
40) —‘Wedding Night’ (UA). Praised 
by the critics and with Gary Cooper 
and title to draw was expected to 
have more box office punch. Will 
be lucky to exceed $5,000; fair. Goes 
out tomorrow (Wed.). ‘Richelieu’ 
succeeding on special opening. Last 
week ‘Life Begins at 40’ (Fox), 
$6,000; pretty good. 

Orpheum (Singer) (2,890; 25-35- 
40)—‘Go Into Your Dance’ (FN) 
and vaudeville, including Buster 
West. Picture a card. Favorablg 
notices and audience response; on 
its way to big $12,500: leading town 
by a good margin. Last week ‘Star 
of Midnight’ (Radio) and vaudeville, 
$9,500; fair. . 

State (Publix) (2,400; 25-35-40)— 
‘Private Worlds’ (Par) and vaude- 
ville. Good picture and Colbert 
name not bringing expected re- 
sponse; may not reach above $8,000; 
light. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG) 
and vaudeville, $10,500; pretty good. 

World (Steffes) (350; 25-35-40-50) 
—Man of Aran’ (GB). Much 
critics’ praise spilled over this one 
and high-brow trade flocking here; 
around $2,500 in prospect; good. 
Last week, second for ‘Unfinished 
Symphony’ (GB), $2,200; good. 

Pine (Johnson) (250; 15-20-25)— 


‘Man Who Changed Name’ (Du 
World). About $1,000 indicated; 
okeh. Last week ‘Dog of Flanders’ 


(Radio), $1,200; good. 

Alvin (Steffes) (1,400; 20-25-30)— 
‘Unwelcome Stranger’ (Col) and 
vaudeville. Not in books to go 
much, if any, over $3,000; light. 
Last week ‘Notorious Gentleman’ 
(U) and vode, $2,800; light. 

Palace (Benz) (1,900; 15-20-25)-— 
‘Against the Law’ (Col) and vaude. 
Headed for fair $3,500. Last week 
‘Sweepstake Annie’ (Liberty) and 
vaude, $4,000; good. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 20-25)— 
‘McFadden’s Flats’ (Par). Yanked 
yesterday (Mon.) after poor $1,000 
intake. ‘Casino Murder Case’ (MG) 
opened today (Tues.). Last week 
‘Love in Bloom’ (Par), $2,000; good. 

Uptown (Publix) (1,200; 25-35)— 
‘Roberta (Radio). Big $3,000 in- 
dicated. Last week ‘Ruggles’ (Par), 


$2,500; okeh. 

Grand (Publix) —‘One More 
Spring’ (Fox) and ‘Little Colonel’ 
(Fox), second runs, split $1,400; 
okeh. Last week ‘Gilded Lily’ 


(Par), $1,200; pretty good. 

Aster (Publix) (900: 15-25)—‘Kid 
Millions’ (UA) and ‘Living on 
Velvet’ (WB), second runs, split, 
and ‘Times Square Lady’ (MG), first 
run, $1,000; okeh. Last week ‘Wings 


in Dark’ (Par), ‘Biography of 
Bachelor Girl’ (MG) and ‘Rocky 
Mountain Mystery’ (Par), second 


loop runs, $900; okeh. 


Par’s 2 Script Buys 


Hollywood, April 30. 

‘The Old Timer,’ Satevepost story 
by Elmer Davis, has been bought by 
Paramount, intended for Charles 
Boyer and Fred Stone. Yarn centers 
around the father of an American 
heiress who marries a European 
prince. 

Studio also bought an original, 
‘The Duchess,’ from William R. Lip- 





man and William UW. Wright 


~~. 
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Pitt Grogsy with Faster Hangover 
Fury’ 196, Marietta 17G, Just Fair 





e 


Pittsburgh, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Easter Week took a lot out of the 
town and takings aren’t coming up 
to expectations this session. Only 
two sites, Penn and Stanley, doing 
any business, but even they’re just 
fair. 

While ‘Black Fury,’ with stage 
show, is hitting brisk pace at Stan- 
ley, a possible $19,000 is a few grand 
short of what management had 
originally looked for from this gene- 
rously-exploited film. It’s getting 
all the loose males in town but 
femmes seem to be steering clear of 
it. Just behind it, ‘Naughty Mari- 
etta’ at Penn, with ‘Spices of 1935’ 
on stage, looks like a $17,000 bet and 
nothing to cheer about at this figure. 


Flicker got rave notices but its ap- 
peal lies in the direction of the 
carriage trade and _ there’s not 
enough of that around here. 
Elsewhere, all is blue and de- 
pressing. Alvin taking a terrific 
nosedive with ‘All The King’s 
Horses’ and as result will yank it 
tonight (30), opening ‘Bride of 
Frankenstein’ tomorrow, two days 
ahead of schedule, Present stage 
show, however, continues through 
Tahursday, with new presentation 


coming in with ‘Bride’ on Friday. 
Doubtful if brief session. of ‘Horses’ 
will mean even $3,500, plenty brutal. 
‘Hold "Em Yale’ and ‘Mary Jane's 
Pa’ languishing between $3,700 and 
$4,000. 

Stanley shot the works on ‘Black 
Fury,’ what with a Pittsburgh locale 
and the fact that story was authored 
in part by a local judge, M. A. Mus- 
manno. Biggest stunt. was having 
film screened for state senate in 
Harrisburg, together with a personal 
appearance of Mrs. John Barcoski, 
widow of miner who was slain here 
several years ago by coal and iron 
policemen. Story broke in all the 
dailies here and got a big .play on 
the wire services as well. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (2,000; 25-40)—‘All 
The King’s Horses’ (Par) and ‘Zig 
Zag Revels.’ Taking it plenty on 
chin and management is sending in 
‘Bride of Frankenstein’ (U) two 
Says ahead of schedule. Four days 
of ‘Horses’ at $3,500 is tough. Last 
week ‘Princess O’Hara’ (U) and 
A. B. Marcus’ ‘Continental Revue’ 
slowed down after great start to 
$10,000, just fair. 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,750: 15- 
25-40)—Thunder In The East’ (UA). 
Formerly ‘The Battle,’ this one 


opened yesterday (29) but got a bad 
break from weather. *Management 
bringing in ‘Imitation of Life’ (U) 
for revival next Monday (6) and 
after that may darken for a few 
weeks. Last week ‘George White 
Scandals’ (Fox) pretty bad at $3,700. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) and 
‘Spices of 1935’ unit. Flicker at- 
tracted rave notices but nothing ex- 
citing at the b. 0. Maybe $17,000. 
Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG) and 
vaude disappointed at same figure. 

Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-40)— 
*‘Black Fury’ (WB) and stage show. 
Great interest in this picture isn’t 
being reflected as much as expected 
in trade. While $19,000 is not bad, 
it’s still quite short of what was 
expected. Last week combination 
of Gene Raymond in person and ‘Go 
Into Your Dance’ (WB) strictly 
dynamite at $24,750 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
‘Hold ‘Em Yale’ (Par) and ‘Mary 
Jane’s Pa’ (WB). Takes an extra- 
ordinary dual to send this house 
above °4,000, but this one looks few 
hundred dollars short of that sum. 
Last week ‘Laddie’ (RKO) and 
*‘MacFadden’s Flats’ (Par) felt some 
Easter Week stimulus and climbed 
to $4,200. , 


ST. JOHN ON DEAL FOR 





COAST ALLIED ’CHANGES| 





Los Angeles, April 30. 
Floyd St. John, vet independent 
exchange operator of California and 
head of Cooperative offices in San 
Francisco and Los Angeles, is ne- 
gotiating to acquire the Allied ex- 
changes in the two latter cities. 
The Allied offices have been op- 
erated by M. H. Hoffman, producer 
of Liberty Pictures, for several 
years. Deal, if consummated, would 
also give St. John California dis- 
tribution on the Liberty product, in 
addition to Monogram. 


Meeting on Oakleys 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Downtown theatre managers are 
meeting this week to stamp out the 
pass evil. 
Investigation revealed that sev- 
eral thousand free ducats are being 
passed around weekly. 
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Extras Go to School 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Course of picture lectures has 
been arranged by Central Casting 
Bureau at the Selma Avenue school, 
whereby extras can attend night 
school and learn phases of picture 
making, thus fitting them for jobs 
outside the atmosphere ranks. 

Course comprises eight weekly 


talks by different authorities in 
their respective film fields. Sub- 
jects to be covered include scenario 
writing, production, planning, cast- 
ing, set designing, make-up, direc- 
tion, photography, color, sound and 
film editing. 








Mary Carlisle Sued 


Los Angeles, April 30. 


Mary Carlisle is named in a $15,- 
000 auto injury suit filed by Fred A. 
Finer, surveyor, who asserts he was 
struck down by the actress’ machine 
while he was working in the street. 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer is also 
made defendant as employer of Miss 
Carlisle at the time of the accident. 





Actors All 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Gatemen can take a crack at 
Hamlet; meggers can forget 
their woes in daubing arty 
acenery, and bookkeepers, sten- 
ogs and office boys can satis- 
fy that thespic urge. It’s at 
Columbia studios, where:a little 
theatre movement is being or- 
ganized. 

Idea is not only to give all 
employes with an itch for 
greasepaint a crack at having 
fun under pro guidance, but 
also prospect that some hid- 
den talents may be brought 








from under cover. 











PAR MAKING 2-REELER 
AS ‘CRUSADES’ TRAILER 





Paramount is producing a two- 
reel short titled ‘The Extra Girl,’ 
which will be used as a trailer for 
‘Crusades,’ Herb Moulton is direct- 
ing. 

Cecil B. De Mille, members of the 
‘Crusades’ cast and contract players 
on the lot all appear in the picture. 


CUSTER’S GIDDYAPS 
Hollywood, April 30. 
Bob Custer will make a series of 
seven westerns to be produced by 
Jack Vance under Soverign banner 
for the indie market. 
Deal was closed last week. 








Studio Placements 





Hollywood, April 30. 

George Humbert, ‘Ginger,’ Fox. 

Arthur Aylesworth, Bill Robinson, 
‘Big Broadcast of 1935,’ Par. 

Addison Richards, ‘Front Page 
Woman,’ WB. 

Harry Holman, Spencer Charters, 
George Meeker, Maude Eburne, ‘Not 
On Your Life,’ WB. 

Evelyn Poe, ‘Old Man Rhythm,’ 


Radio. 
Noel Madison, Tarben Meyer, 
Charles Lamont directing, ‘Girl 


Who Came Back,’ Chesterfield. 

Houston Branch, screen play, 
‘The Lowdown,’ U. 

Alice Brady; Alan Crosland di- 
recting; Barry Trivers, adaptation, 
‘Lady Tubbs,’ U. 

Gladys Unger, scripting ‘Strang- 
ers At the Feast,’ U. 

Robert Presnell, 1011 
Fifth,’ U. 

Robert Lee Johnson, screen play, 
‘While the Crowd Cheers,’ Par. 

Nate Gatzert, original and screen 
play for Ken Maynard, Col. 

Wilson Collison, scripting ‘Mc- 
Laurel and McHardy,’ Roach. 

Joseph Moncure March, screen 
play, ‘House of Trujillo,’ Metro. 

Olive Cooper. James Gleason, 
continuity, ‘Leander Clicks,’ Radio. 

Reginald Owen, ‘Masquerade,’ 
‘Tale of Two Cities,’ Metro. 

Lloyd Hughes, Mahlon Hamilton, 
Phillips Smalley, Howard Hickman, 
Wallace Clark, ‘Flame Within,’ 
Metro. 

Clifford Jones, David Worth, Ly- 
man Williams, ‘Anna Karenina,’ 
Metro, 

Joan Crawford, Clifton Webb; 
George Oppenheim, Edwin Knopf, 
adaptation, ‘Elegance,’ Metro. 

Ed Marin directing; Wells Roots, 
screen play, ‘Wild Goose, Golden 
Goose,’ Metro. 

Peter Lorre; Karl Freund di- 
recting, ‘Mad Love,’ Col. 

Milton Krims, adapting ‘Portrait 
of a Rebel,’ Radio. 

Peggy Wood; John Cromwell di- 


adapting 


recting; Anthony Veiller, screen 
play, ‘Jalna,’ Radio. 

John Robertson, directing 
‘Freckles,’ Fox. 

Bessie Sarrell, ‘Masquerade,’ 
Metro, 


Leon Errol, Mary Treen, Guy 
Kibbee, ‘Not On Your Life,’ WB. 

Charles Butterworth, ‘Orchids To 
You,’ Fox. 

Gerard Fairlie, 
Chan story, Fox. 

Doris Schroeder, screen 
‘Hop-a-Long Cassidy,’ Par. 

W. S. Van Dyke directing ‘Claus- 
trophobia,’ Metro. 

Jesse Lasky, Jr., Jack Kirkland, 
adapting ‘Dark Dames,’ Metro. 


writing Charlie 


play, 


Selmer Jackson, ‘Front Page 
Woman,’ WB. 

George Guhl, ‘Farmer Takes A 
Wife,’ Fox. 

Roger Gray, ‘Case of the Lucky 
Legs,’ WB. 

Howard J. Green rewriting ‘13 
Hours By Air,’ Par. 

Claude Binyon, adapting :The 


Bride Comes Home,’ Par. 

Cyril Hume, screen play, ‘Queen 
of the Jungle,’ Par. 

David Boehm writing untitled 
original, Par. 

Garrett Weston, developing mys- 
tery yarn, Par. 

Cc. Aubrey Smith, Nigel Bruce, 
Halliwell Hobbes, ‘Jalna,’ Radio. 

Benny Baker, Arthur Aylesworth, 
Leon Holmes, Suzanne Kaaren. 
Mildred Gover, Judith Vasselli, ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1935’ Par. 





George Archanbaud directing 
‘Thunder In the Night,’ Fox. 
Clarence Muse, ‘After the Dance,’ 


Col. 
Wini Shaw, ‘Front Page Women,’ 


B. 

Adele Buffington, screen play, ‘Hi 
Gaucho,’ Radio. 

Humphrey Pearson, adapting; Sid- 
new Lanfield directing, ‘Amateur 
Lady,’ Reliance. 

Sam Zimbalist directing; Louis 
Paul, Virginia Kellogg, screen play, 
‘Three. Indelicate Ladies,’ Metro. 

Edward van Sloan, ‘Boom Days,’ 
Radio. 

Barry Norton, ‘Bonnie Scotland,’ 
Roach. 

Eleanor Powell, ‘Broadway Melody 
of 1935,’ Metro. 

James McKay directing; Sigvard 
Bernadotte, assistant director, un- 
titled Tarzan picture, Metro. 

John Dilson, Edward Martindel, 
Sidney Miller, Patricia Chapman, 
‘Girl Who Came Back,’ Chesterfield. 

Shirley Grey, Sidney Blackmer, 
Mathew Betts, Ida Darling, ‘The 
Girl Who Came Back,’ Chest. 

Theodore Newton, Trent Durkin, 
‘Jalna,’ Radio. 
wa Conti, ‘Page Miss Glory,’ 
C. Henry Gordon, ‘Big Broadcast 
of 1935,’ Par. 

Rudy Vallee, Ben Markson, Harry 
— adaptation, ‘Let’s Pretend,’ 

B. 

Delmer Daves, writing Annapolis 
story, WB. 

Lois January, Radio Rogues, Col. 
short. 

Clarence Gildert, Lillian Leighton, 
Antrim Short, Oscar Smith, Isabel 
La Mal, ‘College Scandal,’ Par. 

Carole Lombard, David Boehm, 
screen play, ‘Coronado,’ Par. 

Claire Dedd, ‘Not on Your Life,’ 
WB. 

James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Allen 
Jenkins, Frank McHugh; Lloyd 
Bacon directing, ‘The Irish In Us,’ 
WB. 

Ted Healy; John Balderston, 
adapting ‘Mad Love,’ Metro. 

George Fitzmaurice directing 
‘Suzy,’ Metro, 

James Burke, 
Wife,’ Fox. 

Francis Lederer, 
untitled picture, Fox. 

John Halliday, ‘Peter Ibbetson,’ 
Par. 

Donald Meek, James Bush, ‘Re- 
turn of Peter Grimm,’ Radio. 

Richard Tucker, ‘Diamond Jim 
Brady,’ U. 

Gerald Fairlie, writing Charlie 
Chan original, Fox. 

Herb Williams, 
Rancho,’ Par. 

Norman McLeod, directing 
Plot Thickens,’ Par. 

Dean Jagger, Jack Cox, Clive Dil- 


‘Farmer Takes a 


Frances Dee, 


RRose of the 


‘The 


son, Harry Tyler, ‘Federal Dick,’ 
Par. 
Nydia Westman, ‘Dressmaker,’ 
Fox. 


Jane Lang, David Torrance, ‘Bon- 
nie Scotland,’ Roach. 

Henry Armetta, ‘Romance of the 
Rockies,’ WB. 

Billy Gilbert, May Beatty, ‘Mad 
Love,’ Metro. 

George Meeker, Charlies Ray, Ar- 
thur Hoyt; James Tinling directing, 
‘Gentle Grifter,’ Fox. 

Ruthelma Stevens, John Boles, 
‘Orchids to You,’ Fox. 

Addison Richards, ‘Not on Your 
Life,’ WB. 


Richelieu’ and Olsen Band $20,000, 


Oke; Too Much Competish in Balto 





Spokane’s Big B. 0. 


Spokane, April 30. 

Spokane is at its best in years. 
Evergreen has all the first-run the- 
atres and some of the seconds. 
Grosses are excellent for the burg 
which has only 100,000 pop. but 
rivals towns twice the size for box 
office. 


Main reason is the Coulee Dam 
project on the Columbia river, 
tributary to Spokane and adding 
more to the good feeling in biz cir- 
cles than actually in cash. Likewise, 
mines nearby are livening up. 


Horse racing is set for this sum- 
mer, and the Inland Empire fair 
will resume. 


VALLEE LEADS 
HUB AT $29,000 


Boston, April 380. 
(Best Exploitation: Keith Boston) 
Hub film row knocked for a loop 
on the weekend by a combination 
of hot weather and daylight saving, 
but there are still some very hopeful 


signs. Rudy Vallee on the Met stage 
is heading the pack easily, notwith- 
standing that he’s here for only six 
days on account of N. Y. radio com- 
mitments. ‘Stolen Harmony’ doesn’t 
mean anything, and biz a little dis- 
appointing. 


‘Folies Bergere’ stage show broke 
the Keith-Boston record last week 
by $3,000 so it’s logical to hold it 
over with the same flicker, ‘Tran- 
sient Lady.’ Can stay only five days 
before it moves on, but the French- 
ies will perform at an extra mid- 
night show ($1.10) Tuesday night 
(30) to swell the take. 


Capacity biz at a wrestling match 
in Boston Carden (20,000) Friday 
night (26) numbered among the 
weekend headaches, 


‘Star of Midnight’ shapes up as 
only average because of opposish; 
and ‘Richelieu’ promises mild re- 
turns. ‘Four Hours to Kill’ playing 
three stands and resting on laurels 
of good notices. 


Keith publicity office planted a 
load of readers and photos on the 
‘Folies’ unit before and during run 
of the show. Handled the censor- 
ship angle skillfully enough so that 
it had no apparent detrimental 
effect on the b.o. Whole campaign 
cleverly planned and unfolded by 
Jack Goldstein and Mary Healy, 
selling the show as naughty but 
nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Met (M&P) (4,200;. 35-50-65) 
‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par)’and Rudy 
Vallee in person for six days. Al- 
though suffering from weekend heat 
wave, about $29,000, not bad, but 
under hopes. Last week wound up 
satisfactorily for ‘Go Into Your 
Dance’ (WB). Opened inauspicious- 
ly, but built to a strong $28,400, 
Next week it’s ‘G Men’ and Isham 
Jones in person for eight days. 


Keith-Boston (RKO) (2,300; 40- 
55-65) ‘Transient Lady’ (U) and 
‘Folies Bergeres’ unit held over for 
five days. A $1.10 midnight show 
Tuesday (30) figured to aid the h.o. 
to $17,500. Opening week of the 
Frenchy stage show, which is doing 
all the drawing, a very fancy $33,000, 
a new house record and one that 
will be tough to smash. Tremendous 
publicity for the nudish show. 
House drops vaude policy Wednes- 
day night (1) and goes to double 
feature, second choice, at pop prices 
for summer. ‘Lost City’ and ‘Nut 
Farm’ the first dual. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-30-40-55) 
‘Richelieu’ (UA). Doing mildly, 
promising only $14,000. Last week 
‘Reckless’ (MG) backfired to about 
$13,000, only fair. Is“Harlow on the 
slide? Certainly no fault of the ex- 
ploiteers. 











Keith-Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 
25-35-40-55) ‘Star of Midnight’ 
(Radio). Not too distinguished, 


but should hitch up about $12,000. 
Last week ‘Life Begins at 40’ (Fox) 
slightly senile at $10,800. On both 
pics, good in themselves, the house 
suffered from RKO opposish at the 
Boston. Net result, however, Hub- 
Keith till nicely lined for the two 
weeks. 


Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 25-40-55) 
‘One New York Night’ (MG), second 
run, and Blanche Calloway heading 
the vaude. A sheepish $8,500. Too 
much film and stage band counter- 





attack in town. ‘Naughty Marietta’ 
(MG), second run, and a good 





Baltimore, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Valencia) 
Week ushered in first real sum- 
mery weather, and the populace hag 
been taking plenty advantage of it. 


Beginning to drive out into the 
countryside in the evening, races are 


at Pimlico, ball club is at home, and 
woe to the film magnates! 
However, notwithstanding the 
many oppositions, the loop situation 
currently isn’t so bad, and a couple 
of spots are getting along nicely. 
Vaudfilm Century will come out gol- 
idly with ‘Richelieu’ and George Ol- 
sen’s ork an stage. Nut is huge, 


and though the gross looms large, 
there really isn’t so much profit in 
the $20,000 house will snag, but vel- 
vet, nevertheless, 

Valencia has Adrienne, psychic, 
who is also penning daily prognos- 
tications in the News-Post, on stage. 
Newspaper column is largely what 
is selling her to the public. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew-UA) (3,000; 15- 
25-35-40-55-65) — ‘Richelieu’ (UA), 
‘March of Time’ and George Olsen's 
ork on stage. Getting solid $20,000. 
Last week, with much lighter nut, 
biz was great, ‘Reckless’ (MG) and 
‘Spices of 1935’ unit soaring to 
smacko $23.000. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,200; 
15-25-35-40-55-65) — ‘Party Wire’ 
Col) and Gus Arnheim ork on stage, 
Pic)is punchless and is not drawing. 
Ork is putting on a neat show, but 
Arnheim is not known here. Looks 
like mild $13,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Star of Midnight’ (Radio) and 
Johnny Perkins heading vode bill, 
fair $11,800. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,500; 15- 
25-30-35-40)—‘Hold ’Em Yale’ (Par), 
In for 3% days only, closing out at 

Pp. m. tomorrow (Wed.) when 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) opens. ‘Yale’ 
will get only a quiet $1,600 or so for 
its half-week. Last session ‘Four 
Hours to Kill’ (Par) was jerked in 
51% days, though it could easily have 
gone full week, since is grabbed 
nearly $4,000. House has lot of 
product piled up. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800; 15-25-30- 
35-40-50)—‘Mark of Vampire’ (MG) 
was sloughed by Loew's Century, 
which has too much product on 
hand for available playdates. Isn't 
doing very much, but is being held 
over for some inexplicable reason. 
First full week won't total more 
than mild $3,500. Last week ‘Spring 
Tonic’ (Fox) pulled in three days, 
under $1,200, oops. 

Stanley (WB) (3,450; 15-25-35-40) 
—‘Private Worlds’ (Par) got raves 
from reviewers, but the men are 
studiously shunning it. Looks like 
fairish $6,800. Last week ‘Into Your 
Dance’ (FN) slipped more than an- 
ticipated, but came in with just 
under $9,000, which is very nice. 

Valencia (Loew-UA) (15-25-35)— 
‘Happened One Night’ and Mentalist 
Adrienne on stage. Immediately 
after it won the Academy Award, 
half the nabes in town pounced upon 
pic and gave it repeat dates; that 
played it out, and it is making no 
history here. Adrienne on stage has 
caught fancy of the more flighty 
femmes, and has ’em trooping in to 
hear her. Combo looks like good 
$4,200. Last week, second here and 
third in loop of ‘Marietta’ (MG), 
good $3,700. 





CREW TO ANNAPOLIS 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Richard Wallace is taking a pro- 
duction unit April 30 to the U. S. 
Naval Academy for background 
shots on ‘Annapolis, Farewell.’ 
Henry Sharp heads _ the 
tographic crew. 


pho- 





Ahearne with Colman Maybe 
Metro is testing Brian Ahearne 
for second lead to Ronald Colman 
in ‘Tale of Two Cities.’ 





standard vaude lineup pleased last 
week with $12,500. Musical film 
brighter here, in proportion, than 
its first run at the State, two weeks 
before. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,800: 25-35- 
50) ‘Four Hours’ (Par) and ‘Mary 
Jane’s Pa’ (WB), dual. Turning in 
a medium $6,500. Last week one of 
the season’s leaders, because of 
‘Black Fury’ (WB) and ‘Night at 
Ritz’ (WB), doubled, former getting 
all the credit for $10,000, very good. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,500; 25-30-40- 
50) ‘Four Hours’ (Par) and ‘Mary 
Jane’ (WB) dualed. Will attract 
about $3,800, oke. ‘Black Fury’ (WB) 
did exceptionally well last week for 


this type pic last week, doubled 
with ‘Ritz’ (WB), $5,000. 
Scollay (M&P) (2,700; 25-35-50) 


‘Four Hours’ (Par), ist run, and 
‘Scandals’ (Fox), 2nd run, double. 
Aiming at $3,800, fair. ‘Hours’ day- 
dating at three houses won't help 
anybody. Last week $4,000 for ‘Curi- 
ous Bride’ (WB) and ‘Mississippl’ 





(Par), dual, both second run. 
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(hi Consers Cutting Up Again 


Funny Reject 
+ 
Chicago, April 30. 

Censor board here is having a lot 
of fun with pictures these days, 
slicing some and bluntly rejecting 
others. Latest to be kicked into 
the alley, ‘G Men’ (WB), was re- 
fused any sort of permit last week. 
Censors admitted that there was 
nothing immoral or ‘wrong’ about 
the picture but rejected on the basis 
that the picture would be ‘too ex- 
citing’ for children. This is the first 
time in the history of the board that 
it has rejected a picture on a basis 
not even recognized by the motion 
picture censorship law. 

Expected that Warners will put 
up a lusty fight against the rejec- 
tion of ‘G Men’. Warners is pretty 
burned up anyhow, having been 
pushed around plenty lately by the 
censors here. Right now WB has 
three pictures thus tied up by the 
board, the other two being ‘Dr. 
Monica’ and ‘Side Streets’ with the 
local exchange about having given 
up hope of ever getting these by. 

Three weeks ago the board re- 
jected ‘Black Fury’ and it took 
plenty of angling to get the final 
okay on the Muni flicker. 

Local censor board has been kick- 
ing over the traces lately but strict- 
ly on gun a: d action pictures. With 
no sex flickers to scissor and slice 
the censors are getting the shears in 
practice on underworld epics. 

With no sex now to cut, the cen- 
sors’ new ‘exciting for children’ tack 
has the exchanges and exhibs won- 
dering if the censors will shortly be 
cutting up the western and other 
flicks. 

Another picture rejected last 
week by the censors was the new 
Marlene Dietrich picture, ‘Devil Is a 
Woman’ (Par). 


PHILLY B. 0.3 
JUST GET BY 


Philadelphia, April 30. 
(Best exploitation: Stanley) 

Business in the downtown film 
sector should be somewhat above 
average this week with, however, 
few noteworthy outstanders. 

On face of things, ‘Reckless,’ at 
the Boyd, ought to top the field 
with its two big names, but the 
reviewers were none too kind and 
word-of-mouth has been generally 
unfavorable. Started very strongly, 
may nose-dive, but probably $16,000, 
which is fine business. 

Of the houses with straight film 
policy, the Stanley should follow 
the Boyd with ‘Black Fury,’ but here 
again word-of-mouth is hurting. 
Cricks emphasized heaviness of film. 
Mebbe $14,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (1,200; 35-40-55)—‘Riche- 
lieu’ (UA). Figures for a sound 
$10,000 in its second week. Last 
week’s $14,200 was four grand over 








expectations. 
Arcadia (600; 25-40-50)—‘Private 
Worlds’ (Par). Third downtown 


run and should be helped by criti- 
eal handclapping; $2,500. Last week, 
‘Wedding Night’ (UA), disappoint- 
ing at $2,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-40-55)—‘Reckless’ 
(MG). Ought to be week’s out- 
stander, but negative word-of- 
mouth hurting. On basis of start 
should hit $16,000. Last week, 
‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG), Slipped 
in second week with only $12,000, 
not enough. 

Earle (2,000; 25-40-50) — ‘Hotel 
Murder: . (Fox) and ‘Vanities’ tab. 
Show figured to be real magnet and 
may boost biz to $17,000. Last week, 


‘Hold ’Em, Yale’ (Par) and vaude, 
scant $14,000. 
Fox (3,000; 40-55-65) — ‘Ladies 


Love Danger’ (Fox) and stage show. 
No more than $13,500. Last week, 
‘Scandals’ (Fox) and stage show, 
slightly better than recent average 
at $14,500, but far from good. 
Karlton (1,000; 25-35-40) — ‘Un- 
welcome Stranger’ (Col). Not fig- 
ured for better than a weak $2,200. 


Last week, ‘Laddie’ (Radio), fair 
$2,800. 
Keith’s (2,000: 30-40-50) — ‘Ma- 


rietta’ (MG). Sharp drop in second 
week at Bovd make chances here 
uncertain, Ought to hit nearly 
$3,000, though. Last week, ‘Missis- 
Sippi’ (Par) second run, a nice 
$3,400. 

Stanley (3.700; 36-40-55) — ‘Black 
Fury’ (FN) Plenty of campaign- 
ing, but only about $14,000 Last 
week, ‘Into Your Danee’ (WB). $13,- 
500 for six days and two extra per- 
formances, very disappointing 

Stanton (1,700: 30-40-50)—‘FPour 
Hours to Kill’ (FN). Perhaps $6,000. 
Last week. ‘MeFadden’s Flats’ (Par), 
ent ite expected $5,000. falr 





Reason on ‘G Men 
Switch Ties Walker 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Production switch on ‘Sing Me a 
Love Song’ at Universal delays 
Stuart Walker’s functioning as an 
associate producer on his recently 
announced elevation from director- 
ial bracket. 

Kurt Neumann had been assigned 
to direct, but has been held off for 
another picture, pending reorganiza- 
tion on the U lot, by Car! Laemmle, 
with Walker stepping into the meg 
spot. ‘Love Song’ script has been 
finished by Ben Grauman Kohn, 


JOLSON $9,500 
RICHELIEU’ 106, 
CINCY 


——— 








Cincinnati, April 30. 

‘Cardinal Richelieu’ is this week’s 
cinema b. o. gem, sparkling $10,000 
worth for the Albee. ‘Go Into Your 
Dance’ is tugging $9,500 on its first 
nine days at Keith's, theatre’s best 
biz in weeks. ‘Stolen Harmony’ is 
hitting lots of flat notes at the Pal- 
ace, for a lame $7,000. Shubert, 
with ‘It’s a Small World’ and Ina 
Ray Hutton’s femme ork is getting 
$10,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Richelieu’ (UA). George Arliss free 
wheeling the carriage trade to good 
$10,000. Last week ‘Reckless’ (MG), 
$10,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,200; 35-42-55)— 
‘Small World’ (Fox) and Ina Ray 
Hutton band topping four-act bill. 
Should fetch $10,000, fair. Last 
week ‘Unwelcome Stranger’ (Col) 
and Lupe Velez, $8,500, blah. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 35-42)— 
‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par) and ‘March 
of Time.’ Separate advance adver- 
tising on ‘Time,’ same amount as on 
feature. Dull getaway indicates 
$7,000 at most, poor. Last week 
‘Private Worlds’ (Par), $10,000, so- 
so. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 35-42)— 
‘Into Your Dance’ (WB). Fourth 
estaters clap hands for Archie L. 
Mayo’s direction. Al Jolson’s re- 
vival of big league style, and work 
of Ruby § Keeler. Pic opened 
Wednesday (24) and will hit big 
$9,500 for first nine days. Last 
week, ‘Mary Jane’s Pa’ (WB), five 
days, $2,800. Aspirin. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42) — 
‘Privaté Worlds’ (Par), transferred 
from Palace for second downtown 
week, $4,500, okay. Last week, ‘Ma- 
rietta’ (MG) (8d week), $5,500, 
strong. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 25-30-40) — 
‘Reckless’ (MG). Switched from Al- 
bee for continued downtown run, 
$4,500, all right. Last week ‘Four 
Hours’ (Par), $3,000 on six days, 
light. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 25-30-40) — 
‘Marietta’ (MG), fourth downtown 
week, $3,000, nice. Last week, ‘Hap- 
pened One Night’ (Col), encored to 
a wham $3,800. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25) — 
‘Casino Murder’ (MG) and ‘Swell 
Head’ (Col), divided, $2,000, nor- 
mal. Ditto last week on ‘Revenge 
Rider’ (Col) and ‘Take the Stand’ 
(FD), separate. 

Strand (Ind) (1,200; 15-20-30) — 
Imitation of Life’ (Par). Second re- 
peat here after town-wide showing. 
Maybe $800. Last week ‘Night Life’ 
(U), $1,300, better than average. 


‘G MEN’ $6,500, TOPS 
$0-S0 PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland, Ore., April 30, 

After plugging ‘Reckless’ (MG) 
for six weeks with billboards and 
advance stories, Parker’s UA still 
wanted to hold ‘Marietta’ (MG) for 
a fourth week, latter pic having 
done as steady a b. o. biz as seen in 
these parts for many a moon. UA 
is the smallest house in the burg, 
with the heaviest exploitation bud- 
get, also the only spot 
rate balcony seats. ‘Reckless’ is in 
line to follow the ‘Marietta’ biz with 
another rip tide at the b. 0. Also in 
the high gross class is Evergreen’'s 





without cut- | 


probably pays better cividends than 
any stage units in the burg 





Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker (2,000; 25-40) 
—G Men’ (FN). Looks like better 
than average for this house with 
okay $6,500. Last week ‘Go Into 
Your Dance’ (FN) got 


strong enough to hold. 
United Artists (Parker) 
25-40) —Naughty Marietta’ 
week). Around $4,000. Last 
‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG) clicked | 
for a strong third week at $4,800 
Second $5,900. First big $8,500. 
Paramount (Evergreen (3,000; 25- | 
40)—‘Private World’s (Par) and 


' 
$6,000, not} 
j 


(1,000 
(4th | 
week 


vaude. Well exploited and getting 
better than average attention, 
should do $7,600. Last week ‘Geo. 


White Scandals’ (Fox) with Georgia 
Minstrels in vaude as top billing, 
closed for $6,200, so-so. 

Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
40)—‘Dog of Flanders’ (Radio) and 
‘Night at Ritz. Combo with vaude 
making unusually long program, 
few spills and b. o. down to average 


$4,500. Last week ‘Bride of Frank- 
enstein’ (U) and vaude smashed 
through for better than expected 


results, great $7,800. 

Mayfair (Parker Evergreen) 
(1,400; 25-40)—‘Love in Bloom’ 
(Par) and ‘Death Flies East’ (Col). 
Combo getting fair results around 
$2,700. Last week ‘Red Hot Tires’ 
(FN) and ‘McFaddens’ Flats’ (Par) 
never got beyond an average $2,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (1,000; 15- 
25)—‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA) and 
‘Sweet Music’ (WB). Combo of 
second runs gettin an extra good 
play for this small house, above par 
at $2,000. Last week ‘Devil Dogs of 
Air’ (WB) and ‘Mystery of Edwin 
Drood’ (FN) fair at $1,400. 


Omaha Grosses Down; 
Labor Tension Felt; 
‘Vanessa, $6,500, Weak 


_ Omaha, April 30. 
(Best exploitation: Brandeis) 











Trolley strike still carrying on 
and going into its tenth day of 
duration. No hope of settlement 


has yet appeared, but company is 
operating on a 60% basis with non- 
union operators at the controls. 
Cars on the tracks mean little as 
folks won't get on till the thing is 
definitely settled, and jitneys which 
swarm the streets reap the harvest 
while stores and theatres take the 
rap. 

Exploitation less effective under 
the circumstances, but perhaps best 
running current is contest appear- 
ing in the Bee News and sponsored 
by Brandeis theatre on subject of 
‘G-Men,’ next week's attraction. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Blank-Tri-State) (2,100; 
25-40)—‘Naughty Marietta’ (MG). 
This picture started slow but soon 
got under way. Best of the film 
fare and will be good despite the 
strike; $6,500 beats the past two 
or three weeks, and only sad in 
that it might have been much more 
under normal conditions. Last week, 
‘Reckless’ (MG), suffered the same 
trouble, and didn’t build after a 
good start; $5,800 good enough, con- 
sidering. 

Brandeig (Singer-RKO) (1,200; 
25-35-40) — ‘Go Into Your Dance’ 
(WB). Started well and will do 
well to hold to that mark. The 
beneficiary of much plugging in the 
Bee News because of an advance 
showing for the free milk and ice 
fund sponsored by the paper; $5,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Star of Midnight’ 
(Radio), was good enough to beat 
a previous good week even with 
the strike; $5,200 good and draw 
due to the Powell-Rogers combined 
names. 

Paramount (Blank-Tri-State) (2,- 
765; 25-35-40)—‘Devil Is A Woman’ 
(Par). Little or no help to the 


cut in on by transportation trouble, 





‘Happy Go Lucky’ stage unit. Bill 
stays a full week, in contrast to the 


Music Hall’s 5-Yr. Product De 
With RKO-Radio; Fox Wants Better 


Break in R. C.; 


usual policy, but not the usual busi- | 
ness; $8,000 will be welcome. Last |} 
week, ‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par), broke 
the split week policy to stay full 
seven days with Lasky’s ‘French 
Revue’ on the stage; $10,000 was | 





¢ 


Orpheum (Blank-Tri-State) (2,- 
976; 25-40)—‘Vanessa’ (MG) has for 
a partner ‘Hold ’Em Yale’ (Par). 
$6.500 weak. Last week, ~Private 
Worlds’ (Par) and ‘$10 Raise’ (Fox), 
the picture bill and strong enough 
to hold off the strike for a nice 
$7,500. 


RICHELIEU’ IN 
DETROIT OKE 
AT $8,000 





Detroit, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Fox) 

Past week delivered some mighty 
sweet grosses to the town’s acers, 
including the newly opened Broad- 
way Capitol, Easter holiday helping 
very nicely, But seems as though 
the town took its amusements with 
a vengenace, the past week grosses 
in prospect for the week not looking 
so hot. Fox leads the town with a 
stage show headlined by Willie and 
Eugene Howard and Tamara, 

Fox went to town on ‘March of 
Time’ third installment now show- 
ing at this house, by instituting a 
tremendous billboard campaign. 

Estimates for This Week 

Michigan (United-Detroit) (4,100; 
25-35-55)—‘Private Worlds’ (Par) 
and stage show. Playing up Claud- 
ette Colbert will undoubtedly bring 
many in, but neither end particu- 
larly strong. Ought to register oke 
at about $18,000. Last week ‘Into 
Your Dance’ (FN) with Morton 
Downey, Alice White and Britton 
Bros. band on stage sent biz zoom- 
ing to $28,900. 

Fox (Inde) (5,100; 25-35-55)— 
‘Scandals’ (Fox) and stage show 
headed by Willie and Eugene How- 
ard. Practically a giant musical 
extravaganza provided by stage and 
screen ends, coupled with third edi- 
tion of ‘March of Time’ (FD), one 
of strongest bills at this house in 
some time. Should bring the bar- 
gain hunters out in enough num- 
bers to put the gross at near $21,500. 
Last week ‘Star of Midnight’ 
(Radio) and Guy Lombardo’s or- 
chestra delivered smash $29,000. 

United Artists (UU nited-Detroit) 
(2,070; 25-35-55)—‘Richelieu’ (UWA). 
George Arliss well liked here and 
should respond in a gracious man- 
ner. Looks like about $8,000. Last 
week ‘Reckless’ (MG), very good at 
$10,000. 

Fisher (United-Detroit) (2,975: 
25-35)—‘Gold Diggers’ (WB) and 
‘Vanessa’ (MG). Regular take in- 
dicated this week about $4,500. Last 
week ‘Ruggles’ (Par) and ‘Woman 
in Red’ (FN) nice $5,000. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,770; 26-40)— 


‘$10 Raise’ (Fox) and ‘Strangers 
All’ (Radio). Looks like about 
$4,300. Last week ‘Princess O’Hara’ 
(U) and ‘Small! World’ (Fox) 


grabbed $5,000. 








Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 6) 

good results even with the che.p cameras selling for between $10 and 
Used without filters and requires no change in the projector. 

‘ted the processing will be so much 
cheaper than all present processes that the present color workers can- 
not compete, while the color, if it clicks, will 
Eastman will have a practical monopoly for a time, at any rate. 
double 
worked in any camera without adaptation 


$25. 
Commercial angle is that if perfec 


Process dispenses with filters, 


in standard projectors on any screen 


Discarding the filter idea, the color is obtained through a triple emul- 
sion, each layer susceptible to only one color of the spectrum 
acte 
Color is supplied by 
each of which affects only one of the 


two or more emulsions will be 
ponderance in the tint. 


Wiles 


late summer or in the fall He is de 


a stratosphere hop and not until he has 


for his picture work. Weiss 
early production of the pictures 


much more publicity for the films 





| r? 1 
; Will make 


} 


Paramount with ‘Private World's | 
(Par). 
Capitol (grind) made a splurge 
for itself plugging Georgia Lee, fan 
dancer, who got § herselt news- 


photoed terpsichoring with nature 
in the city park. Canitol grind nd 


Despite Paramount’s financial interest in his pictures, Walter Wanger 


To m 
Studiorg. 

Joseph Dunninger, vet vaude 
erinl, basie idea of which {2 an exno 


Post will not rnake his serial and 


has cor 
figuring the fller’s exploits will be that 
when 


roductions for Par 


mare 


be in such demand that 


negatives and the like, can be 
it’s claimed, and will work 


If a tint, 
d upon in proportion to their pre- 
a series of three dve baths, 
layers of emulsion. 

feature for Louis Weiss until 
ined to make more attempts at 
off his chest will he report 
to the postponement of an 


tern 
these 


sented 


released, 





release at the General Service 


is collabor 


U. A. Deal Still On 


Fox Film intends to insure its 
product being handled better at the 
Radio City Music Hall than hitherto 
at the Rockefeller cinema institute. 
The Fox people are not happy over 
the way the Hall has treated Fox 
pix during the current season. 

While talks continue with United 
Artists for a block-program deal 


with the Music Hall, the latter 
closed a five-year product pact with 
RKO-Radio. That's the biggest 


single theatre product deal in years. 
It conditions a supply of 22 Radio 
films annually for the Music Hall, 
RKO is a financial partner in the 
Hall and therefore has some respon- 
sibility to see that the Rockefeller 
screen palace gets an adequate sup- 
ply of proper product, 
Proposed Music 
Artists’ film deal may result in 
U. A. getting a somewhat raised 
film rental en bloc, the excess rental 
portion of which may be devoted by 
the U. A. distribution end to make 
up the probable b.o. deficiencies at 
the Rivoli, under any intended pact 
to be made. Also, the Rivoli might 
be privileged to cop the Hall's 
turndowns on all lines bought. U. A. 
operates the Rivoli on Broadway. 
Any United Artists product ar- 
rangement would run for five years 
or longer. The Rivoli lease held by 
U.A., it is understood, expires within 
a couple of years or so. Therefore, 
any safeguard for the Rivoli b.o, 
looks to be of limited duration. 


NEWARK DULL; 
‘DANCE $11,000 


Newark, April 30. 
(Best Exploitation: Branford) 

Post-Easter business did not turn 
out as well as hoped. Slump that hit 
most houses last week-end was 
shaken off in some cases but the 
gross did not rise as much as ex- 
pected and, while the mid-summer 
weather was a good alibi trouble is 
probably deeper than a shift in the 
thermometer, 

‘Reckless’ at Loew’s will lead, but 
with a gross not much over $16,000. 

Empire did its first week at 10-15c. 
and took little, which is what was 
expected both inside and out, but 
house will stick and hopes to build. 

Branford opened ‘Go Into Your 
Dance’ with Al Jolson in person and 
plenty of ballyhoo, including big 
banner in the lobby of Robert Treat 
hotel, motorcycle cops, parade and 
fireworks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,966; 15-65)— 
‘Into Your Dance’ (WB). Big bally- 
hoo and Al Jolson in person the tip- 
off, as it did not fill the house. But 
excellent reviews will bring in 
plenty and it should get fine $11,000. 
Last week ‘Black Fury’ (WB) 
slipped a little but was great at 
$18,000 for nine days. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 15-25-35-40) 

“Folies Bergere’ (UA) and ‘Woman 
in Red’ (FN). Probably will have 
difficulty beating the usual $3,000 or 
thereby. Last week ‘Gold Diggers’ 
(FN) and ‘MeFadden’'s Flats’ (Par) 
weak at $8,200. 

Little (Franklin) (299; 35-50)— 
‘Farewell to Love’ (General) and 
‘Cain’ (Epic). Jan Kiepura is hardly 
big enough here to carry this alone 


Hall United 








but a decent $800 is expected. Last 
week ‘Don Quixote’ (Du World) 
okay at $1,000. 

Loew’s State (2,740; 15-75) 
‘Reckless’ (MG) and vaude, Opening 
weak; like the others, but building 


and can’t help taking a good $16,000 
Last week ‘West Point’ (MG) failed 
to pick up and ended off at $12,000 
Paramount-Newark (Adams-Par) 
(2,248; 15-99)—‘Mississippi’ (Par) 
(2nd week) and vaude. Kather weak 
holdover, but the expected $8,500 is 
not hopeless. First week $16,000. 
Proctor’s (RKO) (2,300: 15-55)— 
‘Little Colonel’ (2nd week) (Fox) 
Not holding up on second frame and 
will not stay the full week. $2,500 
First wek okay at over $11.090 
Terminal (Skouras) (1,900: 15-25- 
Too Much’ 





ating on a picture 


ician, 


se of spiritualists 


40)—"Man Who Knew 

(GB) and ‘Circus Shadows’ (Peer 

less). Holding full week and has 
high hopes of a fine $4,000. Last 
week ‘Roberta’ (Radio) and ‘Dog of 
Flanders’ (Radio) with ‘Nut Farm’ 
(FD) and ‘Westerner’ (Col) split 
Heart-breaking b ‘Roberta's long 
run at Proctor's and its simultane- 
ous playing in the neighborhoods 


too much: on $2,960, 
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Spain Sets Up Industry Council 
To Go Over All Angles of Pic Biz 


Madrid, April 19. 


National Cinematographic Coun- 
cil for reorganizing film biz has 
finally been set up. Council was 


ordered formed by various decrees 
gfome months ago. 

Council’s announced purpose is to 
study the industry’s problems and 
‘propose solutions most adequate 
and convenient to the national in- 
terest.’ It will study problems re- 
lated to distribution and exhibition 
of pix; regulations of commercial 
operations deriving therefrom; de- 
fense of Spanish film interests and 
industry; possibility and conven- 
ience of establishing obligatory 
showing of certain percentage of 
Spanish-made films and manner of 
applying such a measure; economic 
facilities which the common lan- 
guage might give to Spanish-Amer- 
ican production; financial aspect of 
cinema industry and commerce; 
taxes on films; customs duties on 
imported films, apparatus and pro- 
duction material. 


Council also will study newsreel 
production and distribution; films 
as an auxiliary means for encourag- 
ing tourist trade; documenta! films; 
cultural and educative films; films 
for publicizing sanitary laws; films 
for labor education; use of motion 
pictures for making of maps and 
for military purposes. 


Firm control group lined up as 
follows: President, director general 
of industry Francisco Vives Nuin; 
vice-president, director general of 
commerce Francisco Javier Meruen- 
dano Fermoso; secretary, Manuel 
Quero Simon, named by direction 
general of industry. 


Members 


Other members: Enrique Carrion, 
owner of Capitol theatre, Madrid, 
appointed by direction general of in- 
dustry; Rafael Munoz _ Lorente, 
named by direction general of com- 
merce; Alfredo Cabanillas Blanco, 
appointed by National Culture 
Council; Alfredo Bauer, named by 
Spanish Tourist Bureau of which 
he is secretary-manager; Antonio 
Robert, named by Industrial En- 
gineers’ Federation; Jose Forns, 
named by Society of Cinemato- 
graphic Authors, of which he is 
president; Rafael Salgado Cuesta, 
president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and the CEA Studios, named 
by film producers; Arturo Perez 
Camarero, president of the United 
Film Critics, named by newspaper 
critics; Alberto Arroyo Villarroel, 
elected by laboratory proprietors; 
Lucas Argiles, manager of the Gen- 
eral Society of Impresarios, elected 
by pic house owners; Antonio Por- 
tago, elected by film actors; Manuel 
Carreras Macaya, director of UFA 
in Spain, named by pic. distributors 
who import films, and Roberto Mar- 
tin Palleiro, named by distribs who 
do not import, 

Butt of some newspaper criticism 
was Perez Camarero, who was 
named to the council by the critics. 
But the Madrid newspapers, El Sol, 
La Voz, Ya, ABC, Diario de Madrid 
and the newscasting department of 
Union Radio, most important local 
station, disagreed with the appoint- 
ment, claiming he had been elected 
by film advertising solicitors, not 
critics. Film reviewers for these 
papers assert they are independent 
and removed from contact with ad- 
vertisers, hinting that their other 
colleagues are not only critics but 
also must solicit the advertising for 
their film pages. 





ELIOS STARTS AGAIN 


Milan, April 20. 
With assurance of financial back- 
ing from local bankers, Elios Film 
will resume production activity. 
Producers intend putting two 
pictures in work immediately. In- 
terior shots are to be done at Cines 
Studio in Rome. Parsifal Bassi was 
recalled from Berlin, where he 
worked for Ufa and Efa, and en- 
gaged to direct the film. 





ZUCKMAYER’S SCRIPT 
London, April 21. 

Contract between Ludovico Toe- 
plitz and Carl Zuckmayer, which 
was reported to have fallen through, 
is still in the works. 

Toeplitz’ original idea was that 
Zuckmayer should write a script 
for a film of the life of Kean, which 
was abandoned. But Zuckmayer is 
still under contract to Toeplitz to 
write a script for them. 





Tax Cut on London’s — 
Cheaper Film Seats 


London, April 21. 
No great surprise expressed over 
the remission of entertainment tax 
on cheaper seats in film houses, an- 
nounced in the new budget. All 


seats in picture theatres under 12c. 
will not be taxed now. This means 
8,000,000 weekly picturegoers will 
save 2c for every entry. Approxi- 
mately 40% of total ticket buyers. 
Immediately after the announce- 
ment, shares in Caumont-British 
and Associated British Pictures rose 
slightly. Reduction will have a 
salutary effect in the industrial dis- 
tricts. 

Legit houses also come in for a 
slight concession, getting about 2c. 
reduction on a $2.50 seat. This will 
not be given to the purchaser but 
pocketed by the house. 


TOUGH CENSOR 
RULES SEEN 
FOR VIENNA 


Vienna, April 19. 
Beginning Sept. 1 Austria will 
have ultra-stiff film censorship, 
which may seriously damage Amer- 
ican distribution in this country. 
Government is setting up a Na- 


tional Censor Board including reps 
from the church, schools, govern- 
ment, city administration, educa- 
tion ministry, commerce ministry 
and film business, to look after 
Austrian morals. 

Until now the government has 
had no agency to check sex and po- 
litical morality in films, and there 
have been occasional riots when 
such films as ‘Jew Suss’ (G-B) 
were played here. Government is 
distinctly Catholic, anti-Jewish, and 
anti-Nazi. 

Understood that films with any 
pro-Jewish tendencies will be 
turned down. 


ANOTHER ATTEMPT TO 
UNITE FRENCH CINEMA 


Paris, April 21. 
The umpteenth move to organize 
French film business into one big 
association has been launchéd by 


Charles Delacommune, who is ap- 
pealing to what he calls the ‘tech- 
nicians of cinema’ to get together in 
a union along Fascist guild lines. 

Working on the existing organi- 
zation of filmers as basis, Delacom- 
mune is trying to unite authors, 
actors, cameramen, directors, pro- 
ducers and everybody else. Seems 
to be nationalist and reactionary in 
political tendency. 

Following on the flop of the Henri 
Clerc-Paul Charles Biver move to 
unite the industry through asso- 
ciations of exhibs, distribs and pro- 
ducers, this new attempt would be 
important if it had a chance of 
success, That remains to be seen, 

Current French new deal plans 
depend on organization of trades 
into groups which can make rules 
for conduct of business, and cinema 
biz needs one. Also needs a little 
unity to defend itself against po- 
litical attacks. But disunion cur- 
rently is such that Delacommune’s 
action seems likely to be just 
another association taking up news- 
paper space. 


KENNEBECK EAST 
Hollywood, April 80. 


John E, Kennebeck, general man- 
ager for Paramount in Australia 
and New Zealand, left here Tues- 
day (23) for New York. He then 
sails for Paris where Par’s inter- 
national convention will be held. 

Kennebeck spent a week at the 
studio discussing the new season’s 























program, 





Fears Nothing 





Rome, April 19. 

A fearless film critic has 
appeared in Rome. He's 
Mussolini’s son, Vittorio. 

First Vittorio, who is a critic 
on Anno XIII, a fortnightly 
mag, raved about ‘Cleopatra’ 
(Par), despite the fact that the 
rest of Italy has turned thumbs 
down on it, not liking the in- 
nuendo against some of the na- 
tional heroes. Then he really 
made it good and hot by pan- 
ning ‘Campo di Maggio,’ which 
is getting raves all over Italy. 

And ‘Campo di Maggio’ is a 
film made from I] Duce’s own 
script, 











Marcel Hellman Joins - 
B.&D. on Production of 
‘Job’ with Greg. Ratoff 


London, April 21. 

Marcel Hellman, former president 
of Matador Films in Berlin and for 
the past year with Pathe-Natan in 
France, has joined British & Do- 
minion, and will jointly produce 
‘Job’ by Joseph Roth, which has 
been adapted for films by Ossip 
Dymov and Frederich Kohner. Pro- 
duction will cost $300,000, with Hell- 
man and B. & D. going 50-50 on the 
project. Gregory Ratoff is to be 
starred, and shooting to start around 
the middle of June. 

Hans Oppenheimer, responsible 
for Ratoff’s ‘Forbidden Territory,’ 
was originally in on the ‘Job’ deal, 
but was let out on a $2,500 com- 
pensation, with Ratoff buying his 
interest. 

United Artists, which has prac- 
tically completed a deal to release 
‘18 Minutes,’ the Banks-Ratoff film 
made by Pathe-Vogue, in America, 
will world-release the latter. 

Lee Garmes will come over to 
photograph ‘Job.’ Ossip Dymov is a 
New York poet and playwright with 
a rep mostly in Yiddish legit. 


ITALIAN PRODUCERS 
BUSY ON NEW PICS 











Rome, April 19. 
Native film producers are awaken- 
ing from their lethargy. Inactive 
for some time, they are all planning 
expansive production programs now. 
Among the first to go before the 
camera will be ‘Scarpe al Sole’ 


(‘Boots to the Sun’), a story of 
the Alpine Italians’ part in the war, 
which will be directed by G. Elter 
for I. C. IL Another early pic is 
‘Gold in the Sea,’ which deals with 
the salvage work of the ship Arti- 
glio, being voiced by L. Bragaglio. 

Others due to start soon: ‘Hulls 
of Steel’ a naval subject assigned 
to Alesandro Blasetti by Manenti 
films; two pictures for Tirrenia, 
‘Red Passport’ from the book by 
G. G. Napolitano, which Guido 
Brignone will direct and ‘The 
Cupola’ by Novelli; Giovacchino 
Forzano, using the scenery and cos- 
tumes from his ‘Campo de Maggio,’ 
will commence shooting ‘Napoleon 
and the Women’; ‘Everybody’s 
Motor Car’ goes on the Novella com- 
pany’s schedule under Mario Cam- 
erini, 





Barker Directs First 
Under Republic’s Seal 


Hollywood, April 30. 

Reginald Barker will direct the 
first feature to be produced under 
the new Republic banner, following 
washout of the Monogram name at 
the producing end next month. 

Initial Republic feature will be 
‘Forbidden Heaven,’ slated to get 
before the cameras the middle of 
May at RKO-Pathe studios. 





Two-Way Mex Pics 


Mexico City, April 30. 

Folklore pics with a double 
headed commercial purpose—to sell 
at home and abroad and induce 
more foreigners to come here as 
tourists—are being made by Mex- 
ico’s first co-op producer, Produc- 
ciones Mexicanas Argos, S. A., or- 
ganized by thespians, scribblers and 
technicians. 

Company has two folklore pics, 
featuring national costumes, songs, 
music, dancing, etc., in the works, 





to be released this spring. 





New Spanish Distrib, 
Exhib Co. Gets Start 


Madrid, April 19. 
Newest distrib and producing 
outfit, Hispano-Mex Films, opened 


its offices with a general recep- 
tion for diplomats, writers, actors 
and critics. Jose Sechiis managing 
the concern with Enrique del Cam- 
po, a Mexican, as artistic director. 

Hispano-Mex proposes to dis- 
tribute Mexican- made films in 
Spain and its own productions 
through a Mexican distrib in Mex- 
ico. Outfit is planning to build its 
own studios here and first produc- 
tion will be ‘Africa,’ based on an 
original by Luis Amado Blancc, 
local newspaperman. Campo and 
Marta Ruel, also a Mexican, will be 
starred. Exteriors will be shot in 
Tetuan, Spanish Morocco. 


MGS 1,840 SEAT 
CAP, MADRID 
SHOWCASE 


Madrid, April 18. 

MGM has taken over the Capitol 
theatre, 1,840-seater, as an outlet 
for its product. Capitol is a first- 
run house opened about a year ago 
and is Madrid's deluxiest showcase. 

Enrique Carrion, owner of the 
Capitol, has been taking it on the 
chin for some time. Reported that 
Metro paid somewhere between 
$41,000 and $55,000 for one year’s 
rent, with contract running for five 
years. 

Metro wanted to start off with 
‘The Merry Widow’ on Easter Sun- 
day, but controversy with Spanish 
Authors Society held it up and pre- 
vented immediate release. 

Understood the Capitol will de- 
pend on Fox Movietone for its news- 
reel in view of latter’s expansion in 
Spain with subsequent increase of 
‘Spanish newsreel product. 


EXPECT BIG HOLIDAY 
BIZ FOR ANZAC PIX 


Sydney, April 10. 

Slight pre-Lenten slump here, but 
biz is expected to go tremendously 
high over the holiday period. A 
rainy holiday period means ca- 
pacity, no matter what type of en- 
tertainment is playing. 

Managements are. re-arranging 
their bills to meet the requirements. 
In Sydney Len End means a big 
racing carnival so ‘Broadway Bill’ 
(Col) will go in as one of the major 
attractions. 

‘One Night of Love’ (Col) goes 
into its fourth month and will con- 
tinue, ‘Lives of Bengal Lancer’ 
(Par) is set solid, passing its 7th 
week and sticking. ‘Bright Eyes’ 
(Fox) stayed four weeks and will 
be replaced with ‘Here Is My 
Heart’ (Par). 

Other current releases doing well 
include ‘Beyond Bengal’ (B.E.), ‘Kid 
Millions’ (UA), ‘Little Man, What 
Now’ (U), ‘Evelyn Prentice’ (M-G), 
‘Painted Veil’ (M-G), ‘Old Curiosity 
Shop’ (B.E.), ‘Are You a Mason’ 
(B&D), ‘Under Pressure’ (Fox), 
‘Maybe It’s Love’ (WB), and ‘Rich- 
est Girl in World’ (Radio). 

















Ufa’s Mex Showcase 


Mexico City, April 30. 


Cine Principal, converted from 
the Teatro Principal, America’s 
oldest legit house which went 


cinema after more than 200 years 
of stage shows, is becoming UFA’s 
Mexican show window. 

German company has introduced 
several pics there. Biggest attracter 
is current production, ‘Death of 
Siegfried,’ which ranks ag one of 





the big local pies at the b.o. 


Paris Court Rules Film Producers 
Same as Authors; Nightly Payoffs 





Paris, April 21. 
Decision of the Paris Civil Court, 
giving to producers of films all the 
special rights which the French law 
reserves for authors of dramatic 
works, opens up new vistas in the 
methods of collection in this coun- 
try of rentals and other payments 

due to producers and distribs. 
Edict comes in a suit brought by 
Tobis against the Studio de l’Etoile, 
local showcase, which for months 
ran the Tobis Viennese film ‘Mas- 
carade,’ that has been bought by 
Metro for American remake. De- 


spite big b.o. success, Tobis claimed 
it received no payments from the 
exhibitor and brought suit. 

Basis of Tobis’ action are decrees 
issued during the French Revolu- 
tion, in 1791 and 1793, which for- 
bid public performance of any work 
without written consent of the 
author, under penalty of confisca- 
tion of the entire gross for the bene- 
fit of the author. Law of 1810 backs 
up these decrees by providing a 
fine of 50 to 500 francs for any 
showman who fails to pay the 
author. 

Tobis Claim 


Tobis claimed that in the case of 
a sound film the only person who 
can be considered the real author 
is the producer, and brought action 
io get its coin on that basis. Exhib 
contended that the law was made 
only to protect scribblers, but the 
court overruled him. 

Decision says that the rights of 
all the other authors of the film 
are concentrated in the producer, 
who thus is entitled to represent 
everybody in collecting royalties and 
rentals, and to redistribute what he 
collects by contracts which he may 
make with his collaborators, 

This is expected to have a big 
effect on the controversy over roy- 
alties now raging in France. Pro- 
ducers of the film ‘Mme. Angot’s 
Daughter’ have announced that they 
will rent only to exhibs who are 
willing to allow royalties to be col- 
lected nightly at the theatre by rep- 
resentative of the Author’s League, 
and exhibs plan to boycott the pic- 


{ture to combat that principle. 


Exact effect of the decision on this 
controversy has not yet been figured 
out, but exhibs can claim that the 
court, making the producer an 
author and the rep of all the co- 
authors, makes him the sole collec- 
tor of coin from them, and there- 
fore they don’t have to pay any 
attention to authors wanting royal- 
ties on the side. On the other hand 
distribs may contend that the court 
authorizes them to put a deal for 
collection of royalties into their 
contracts. 


Nordisk Starts Royalty 
Suit in Norway; Same 
As Swedish Litigation 


Oslo, April 30. 

Nordisk, Swedish electrics com- 
pany, which won a priority patent 
suit against American film inter- 
ests some months ago in Sweden, 
and has come to terms with Amer- 
ican companies on a royalty, has 
started similar action in Norway. 

Theatre owners here banded to- 
gether during the past few days and 
are demanding that all distribu- 
tors sign guarantees covering ex- 
hibs in case of future difficulties. 
They want the distribs to signature 
to the effect that if and when the 
courts hold anyone responsible for 
past or current film royalties thea- 
tres will not be held up or made to 
pay. 

Thus far the distribs are saying 
nothing doing, American companies 
standing together on the issue. 
Feeling is that if they sign any pa- 
pers of the sort it will be a legal 
detriment when the case comes up 
for trial. 


G-B Recalls Frances Day 


London, April 21. 
Gaumont British is withdrawing 
Frances Day from the successful 
‘Jill, Darling, on May 4, Star is 
wanted for three films. 
Jeanne Aubert, late of the Parisian 
Follies, is her likely successor in the 














Saville musical. 


— 

















rt, 
he 
LW 
tic 
he 


its 


es 
u- 
re 
rk 
he 


e- 
ks 


ny 
he 


of 
no 
or 
yn 


le 
ne 


r, 


eS wa wae + FF 


wy 











. 


: getting touchy about filmed farces 


Pg ARIETY’S’ LONDON 


8 St. Martin’s Place, 


OFFICH, 
Trafalgar Square 


___ FOREIGN FRNA NEWS 


Cable 


Telephone Temple Bar 5041-5048 
ddress: 


a 


ARIETY, LONDON 

















-AUSTRIA’S FILM CHANCE 





Hoyts Expanding Nabe Operations 
To Combat Par-Metro Maneuvers 





=< 


Melbourne, April 10. 
Charles Munro, co-director of 
General Theatres and managing di- 
rector of Hoyts, says that Hoyts 
will expand its operations in the 
Melbourne nabe theatre field. Says 


that plans are advanced for exten- 
sions in West Brunswick, Sandring- 
ham, Caufield, and Baldwin. Expan- 
sion is also figured on in the Syd- 
ney nabes. Also says that from 
now on his company will let out on 
lease any house it is found impos- 
sible to operate profitably and con- 
centrate only on houses that pay. 

This Hoyt expansion move is an 
attempt to combat the alleged Par- 
Metro combine spread in the Mel- 
bourne nabe centres in opposition to 
Hoyts. It is learned, although de- 
nied, that Par and Metro are back- 
ing the indie men and propositions 
have been offered whereby if the 
indies can find financial backing for 
new theatres, Par-Metro will guar- 
antee a full program supply. 

For many years Hoyts had sole 
control of nabes here, but follow- 
ing the film war of a few months 
ago, and the bitter fight between 
Par, Metro, Hoyts and G. T., indie 
theatres have been gradually break- 
ing into the Hoyt territory, and pics 
played by the indie men have, in 
the main, been either Par or Metro. 
In Adelaide the indies have been 
gradually breaking into the centre 
of G. T. activities. 

At Chatswood, N. S. W., dickers 
are understood proceeding for a 
new theatre in opposition to Hoyts. 
Par-Metro product has been offered 
to the sponsors. Some in other 
spots. 

Par recently made a deal with 
G. T. for several pics in certain 
centers. Par also has an agreement 
with the Carrols to supply them 
with aces, Last week Par went into 
first-run with programmers in 
Sydney in opposition to G. T. 

Metro also has a deal with G. T. 
for programmers at the Civic, Syd- 
ney. This house, however, goes 
indie shortly with a vaude policy. 

Both Par and Metro operate the- 
atres in Melbourne in opposition to 
GS. 


KRS NIXES UAS 
D-D CIRCUITS 
MERGER 





London, April 30. 
Kinematograph Renters’ Society 
put a veto on the United Artists’ 
proposed amalgamation with the 
Deutsch and Donada circuits here. 
KRS claim is that the same sit- 
uation exists as when it vetoed the 
Gaumont-British proposed booking 
deal with the Hyams and Union 
Cinema circuits recently and that 
it would not be equitable from a 
distributors’ standpoint. 


NO MORE KIDDING 


French Army, Mann Don’t 
Farces About Themselves 











Like 





Paris, April 21. 
French military authorities are 
On army life—one of the most popu- 
lar type of picture locally—and the 





War Ministry has decided to ban 
any further films which hold soldiers 
or officers up to ridicule. This will 
stop the most prolific branch of 
French production. 

Similar motive led the Navy De- | 
partment to forbid the making of a | 
picture Jacques Deval had planned 


for Mistinguett. Story dealt with a 


Spy among the French sailors. 


BUSINESS IN PARIS 


62 New Film Companies in 1934 and 
26 Bankruptcies 








Paris, April 21. 

Sixty-two new corporations for 
production and distribution of films 
were formed in France in 1934, ac- 
cording to a compilation by Louis 
Saurel published in Critique Cine- 
matographique. Incorporations for 
1933 were 41. Total capital put into 
new concerns in 1934: $1,265,000; 
1933: $453,000. 

Failures in 1934 amounted to 26, 
with total capitalizations of $483,300. 
Previous year only nine firms went 
bust but their capital amounted to 
$901,700. The G.F.F.A, liquidation is 
not included in these statistics, be- 
cause not completed. Besides, fail- 
ures, four firms are cited as having 
been dissolved in 1933 and eight in 
1934, 

Increase of capitalization of exist- 
ing firms in 1933 amounted to $738,- 
000 in 1933 and only $104,000 in 1934, 


G-B PRODUCTION 
SKED COMPLETE 


London, April 21. 

Gaumont-British has practically 
completed its production schedule 
for the current year. 

In addition to the usual output by 
Jack Hulbert, Cicely Courtneidge, 
Ralph Lynn and Tom Walls, as Well 
as. other routine productions by 
Jessie Matthews, Nova Pilbeam and 
others, there will be more specials 
than usual. 

George Arliss will make two films 
for G.-B. Conrad Veidt will star 
with Noah Beery and Henry Vin- 
cent in ‘King of the Damned.’ He 
will also be associated with Rich- 
ard Dix and Madge Evans in ‘The 
Tunnel.’ 

Madeleine Carroll will have a 
Somerset Maugham script; Peter 
Lorre returns from Hollywood to 
appear in a picture with her. 

One of the proposed most preten- 
tous productions will be ‘Rhodes,’ 
based on the life of the late Cecil 
Rhodes, who built up South Africa. 
Walter Huston will have the main 
part. 

Maureen O'Sullivan, Gordon Hark- 
er and Aubrey Smith will appear in 
Kipling’s ‘Soldiers Three’ and Boris 
Karloff returns for one more pro- 
duction at Seeeere® Bush. 


ITALY’S 207, IMPORT 
TAX PLAN—NO QUOTA 


Rome, April 19. 

Although the film quota question 
is not settled yet, and importations4 
are apt to be confronted with dif- 
ficulties, reports here indicate that 
the trouble will be ironed out. 
Method being considered is a 20% 
tax to be placed on foreign films, 
but understood tax will not be en- 
forced providing the company seek- 
ing admission for its product will 
produce films in Italy to such extent 
that production of same shall re- 
quire funds amounting to that which 
would have been realized by the 
levy. 

This idea will supplant the reduc- 
tion of imports to 25% of present 
releases as at first suggested by 
governmental chiefs a few months 
ago. 











GRIESMAY IN SYDNEY 
Sid Griesman of Associated Talk- ! 
ing Pictures, London, is here o.o.ing 
the town. 
Griesman will remain in this ter- 
ritory for some time on behalf of 





Associated. 


(BUILDING UP A 
REICH TUMBLES 


17 Pictures Past Season and 
Production to Be Tripled 
—Exiles Help Vienna 
Make Several Successes 





CONFIDENCE 





Vienna, April 19. 

An important Austrian film in- 
dustry is growing out of the ashes 
of the political hatred which lately 
has separated Austria and Ger- 
many. 

According to reliable information 
the Austrian government is consid- 
ering giving important support, in- 
cluding coin, to the Austrian film 
industry to combat the allegedly 
pro-Nazi films coming from Ger- 
many. 

Industry here has had several 
successes this year, which is en- 
couraging all around. ‘Maskerade’ 
and ‘Leise flehen meine Lieder’ 
(‘Easy Flow My Songs’) have al- 
ready been sold to the United States, 
Metro taking the former, and two 
more successes, ‘Hoch Schule’ 
(‘High School’) and ‘Der Herr ohne 
Wohnung’ (‘Homeless Man’), are 
being prepared for foreign distribu- 
tion. 

Some of Vienna's best theatre and 
opera talent is being conscripted 
for films now, with the increased 
optimism. Werner Kraus already 
has done a couple of pictures here 
and Leo Slezek, opera star, is de- 
voting himself to a couple of sing- 
ies. 

Austrian firms only turned out 
16 films last year, but nearly one- 
half of them were highly profitable. 
They expect to triple production 
this year as a result of encouraging 
results. They admit the industry 
never would have got started if it 
had not been for the political ten- 
sion between Austria and Germany, 
which made German films unac- 
ceptable in Vienna, 


Seidelman Buys Jones 
Distributing Org. in 
Australia for Col. 


Sydney, April 80. 

J. H. Seidelman, head of Colum- 
bia’s foreign department, who has 
been visiting here for the past three 
weeks, has bought back his com- 
pany’s franchise from John Jones 
along with the distributing organi- 
zation set up here five years ago by 
Jones. Means that Columbia will 
now distribute here on its own. 

Jones’ company, named Greater 
Australasian Films, has been han- 
dling nothing but Columbia films, 
except an occasional local pic. It has 
five exchanges in Australia, all of 
which Columbia now proposes to 
operate. Name of the company will 
be switched to Columbia Pictures 
Prop. 

Move is in line with Seidelman’s 
expansion policy, inaugurated when 
he came over from Paramount 
about two years ago. He now has 
offices and exchanges started and 
functioning in most countries of 
the world. Will do some o.o.’ing in 
the Far East before returning to 
New York. 











Cinaes Clearing House 


Madrid, April 18. 
Cinaes, 
circuit in Spain, with 15 thea- 
tres in Barcelona alone, is getting 
rid of all its houses before next 
season, including five first-runs in 
3arcelona, 
Reported outfit 
losses any longer and is renting its 
houses out to distribs or independ- 
ents. Lots of offers, but nothing 
signed yet. 


second biggest film house | 


can’t stand the | 











‘Bernard Natan, Head of Pathe-Natan, 
Indicted in Paris; Sundry Charges 





CAPETOWN BIZ OFF 


Only ‘Veil’ Oke; Film Quality Gen- 
erally Mediocre 








Capetown, April 9. 

Only decent box-office results by 
films recently are being taken by 
‘Painted Veil’ (M-G), which is at 
the Royal (Union Theatres). Film 
is doing well not entirely on its own 
merits; a paucity of competition is 
helping. 

Business generally is in the dumps 
in this sector. Newspaper space 
compaigns avail nothing. Condi- 
tion can be accounted for by the 
poor quality of fare. Public is 
avoiding cinemas during the week, 
but coming in for week-end, 


JAPANESE PIC 
POOLING PLAN 


Tokyo, April 8. 

Toyokichi Hata, manager of the 
Tokyo Takaradzuka theatre and 
chief booker for the Hibiya Higa 
Gekijo (cinema) has sailed for the 
United States. Wouldn’t say what 
for, but reported that he’s on a deal 
for film rental and exhibition domi- 
nation. 

Takaradzuka and Shochiku are 
now linked through the Nippon 
Gekijo, which is jointly controlled 
but booked by Hata. Takaradzuka 
now books three first-run houses 
and is building two more. Shochiku 
has a string of a dozen playing for- 
eign pix. Between them, they have 
most of the first-run houses of the 
Empire which use foreign product. 

Idea, which has been building in 








Japanese minds for a long time, is. 


to offer lump sums for the product 
of four or five major American 
companies, divide the best pix 
among them and thereby hammer 
down rentals of all kinds in this 
country. Two chains need about 
200 pix a year to keep them going. 
Last year only 251 American fea- 
tures were imported. 

Shochiku and Takaradzuka went 
into the Nippon Gekijo with the 
avowed purpose of eliminating an 
indie competitive bidder which had 
doubled first-run rentals in the 
previous year. 


1007, FILM TAX RISE 
PASSED IN THE HAGUE 


The Hague, April 19. 
Second Chamber of the Dutch 
has the 
In this films are 





Parliament passed 
tariff bill. bill 


taxed with a duty of 10c per meter. 
lormer tariff was 10% ad valorem 
plus 30% surtax; the new tariff be- 
ing about double. 

sill now goes to 
Chamber, which can only pass it 
or reject it. It has not the right 
to alter the bill. Certain that the 
bill will be passed by the Senate, 
but it will not take effect im- 
mediately. 

Holland has signed an agreement 
with the Scandinavian states to 
the effect that it cannot raise tar- 
iffs without giving due notice. This 
some time and once these 
states have been duly informed, the 
last phase is a Royal Decree, pub- 
lishing on the date when the new 
tariff comes into force. 


new 


the First 


takes 


Sheehan in Rome 


Rome, April 18. 
Clayton P. Sheehan, foreign chief 
of lox, is in Rome. 
Hie was received by the Under 
Secretary for the Press and Propa- 
ganda, Count Cliano. 


| 
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Paris; April 30. 

Bernard Natan, head of Pathe- 
Natan, biggest film producing and 
distributing company on the Con- 
tinent, was indicted Monday (29) on 
a charge of violation of laws gov- 
erning French corporations. 

This action was taken by examin- 
ing Magistrate Ledoux and Public 
Prosecutor Bruzin following a 
search of the Pathe-Natan premises 
on April 18 and an examination of 
the film company’s books by three 
accountants named by the court. 

Details of the charges against 
Natan have not been made public, 
but are understood to be a direct 
outcome of charges made by Rovert 
Dirler, chairman of the Pathe- 
Natan stockholders’ defense come- 
mittee. Dirler has been trying to 
sue Natan for some time, alleging 
that Natan manipulated stockhold- 
ers’ meetings for his own benefit. 
He has charged that the company’s 
affairs are not in good shape and 
has repeatedly asked for account- 
ings. Natan fenced with Dirler and 
his group for the past six months, 
always avoiding direct action of any 
legal sort until the present indict- 
ment. 


FILMS PILE UP. 
IN CAIRO TAX 
BATTLE 





Cairo, April 8. 

Meeting was held at the Continen- 
tal Hotel at Cairo of all picture 
dealers and distributors in Egypt 
for the purpose of studying the 
question of the new customs duties 
imposed on foreign films and adopt- 
ing necessary measures with a view 
to reversing it. 

M. Faraud, Paramount head in 
Egypt, acting as chairman of the 
meeting, declared having made & 
close investigation of the matter and 
established that the imposition of 
the new tax will lead American 
companies to reduce the volume of 
films exported to Egypt to 20%, 
whereas French companies will be 
impelled to furnish Egypt with 10% 
of their usual allotment of films 
and British distributors in this 
country will be obliged to close 
down their offices altogether. 

This will result in the fold-up 
of 50% of first run picture theatres 
and 70% of the second runs, while 
all cinemas in villages and prove 
inces will be forced to close down, 

Following an interview with dis- 
tributors in Egypt, in the course of 


which reports were submitted to 
him, the Finance Minister, Ahmed 
Abdel Wahab Pasha, promised to 


instruct a customs official to study 


the question with the help of dis- 
tributors and draw up a report on 
the subject. 

Since the passage of the new 
tariff, films are accumulating at the 
Customs Offices, as the distributors 
refuse to withdraw them until an 


igreement is reached. 


Italian Cartoons 


Rome, April 19. 
company formed here to 
cartoons under the name of 


New 
produce 
C.A.LR. 

Subject matter will be based on 
Italian fables. First to get going is 
‘Adventures of Gallant Anselmo,’ 
which will be followed by ‘Adven- 
tures of Signor Bonaventura.’ 


Fox Spanish Buy 


Madrid, April 19. 


Sidney Horen, Fox rep in Spain, 
has closed a deal for Fox purchase 
of Eduardo Marquina's ‘Rosa de 
Francia’ (‘Rose of France’) for 
Spanish production. 

Rosita Diaz Jimenez probably will 


be featured in pic. 
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LAST WEEK WE PREDICTED THAT EVERY CRITIC 
IN AMERICA WOULD PLACE THIS PICTURE ON 
HIS LIST OF THE “TEN BEST” FOR 1935.... 





HERE 1S THE START OF THE NATIONWIDE STORM OF PRAISE... 


“A FINE AND DISTINGUISHED MOTION PICTURE..IN EVERY 


WAY A SPLENDID CINEMA ACHIEVEMENT’ ee ae 
Richard Watts. Jr. in Special preview for N. Y. Herald Tribune 


AND FROM HOLLYWOOD 


‘«é The Informer’? is one of the finest pictures ever to come out of 
Hollywood”’ <—. «6 s+ x « Se ree 


“It held a preview audience spellbound! . . by far the most dynamic 
picture that has been shown in many months”? . Los Angeles Times 


“This. picture should be listed_among the greatest films ever 
produced” . . . . « « «© « « « « The Movie Mirror 


‘““«The Informer’ is magnificent” . . . ~. Hollywood Reporter 


“Strong entertainment .. . it looks like a natural”? ose 
Hollywood Variety 


“A triumph of artistic expression’? . .  . Motion Picture Daily 
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ROXY, N. Y. 


There’s a good show at the Roxy 
this week, a very good show. 

Having said which it is interest- 
ing to go into the whys and where- 
fores that this stage show is so un- 
usual. Reason is that practically all 
the talent on the rostrum is from 
unusual channels. The Roxy this 
week, figuratively reaches into the 
perambulator on one hand and dusts 
the shelves off on the other. And 
the combo works beautifully. Be- 
cause it’s that old, old stage magic 
which parades under the head of 
novelty. 

One of the elements of the show, 
of course, its not, strictly speaking, 
the fault or credit of the stagers. 
It’s a team called Irving Taylor and 
Victor Mizzy which happened to win 
the Fred Allen amateur contest on 
the radio a week ago. The Roxy 
plays all these radio winners for a 
week and most of them are not so 
good. But, in due time, one had to 
come along that was good and these 
two boys are that. They're college 
boys from the New York University 
and there’s no doubt about their 
amateur standing. They composed 
the current school musical. And 
they entertain at the Roxy this week 
by singing two songs of their own. 
One of the boys sings and the other 
accompanies on the piano and ac- 


cordeon. Both are good. And, what 
is more important, so are their 
songs. Especially one called ‘Moon 


Rhymes With June,’ which may have 
commercial possibilities. These kids, 
if they can keep up the tempo, are 
headed towards a sure seat in tin 
pan alley (if that is anything to look 
forward to these days.) 

On the other end of the pendulum 
the Roxy has Kathryn Parsons. 
She’s a singer of old-time songs— 
and she can sing ’em. With her is 
Joseph E. Howard, old-time song- 
writer. On the face of it that would 
seem to be just a song writer and a 
songstress with some vanilla and 
old lace. But its more than that, 
especially for a family audience like 
the Roxy’s. Miss Parsons has a 
pleasant personality and a lovely, 
homey voice. She gives out the 
*“Gilded Cage’ and ‘On a Sunday 
Afternoon’ as though she means 
them. She has a _ screen pulled 
down and words flashed on for the 
audience to accompany her. Again 
nothing new. But she gets the au- 
dience to join her quite easily and 
comfortably. And it’s showmanship 
to end up her routine, singly, with 
‘Wonder Who’s Kissing Her Now,’ a 
perfect buildup for Howard’s entry. 
He then sings a couple of his other 
tunes and the two go off on a cake 
walk. Both are currently the fea- 
tures of Bill’s Gay Nineties nitery on 
the east side. 

Roxy stagers help out, inciden- 
tally, by good work all the rest of 
the way. Show opens with a vory 
neatly routined, though somewhat 
ordinary boy and girl number for 
the line. That brings on Tom and 
Betty Wonder, exceptionally clever 
dancers, The amateur composers 
follow. Then another production 
number, a rhumba in a new vein 
and one of the neatest from a stag- 
ing standpoint in this theatre in 
some time. It’s worth holding over 
or repeating. Terrell and Fawcett 
do some comedy falls and hand to 
hand which are okay for gap pur- 
poses and Miss Parsons comes on. 
When she really gets going, in one 
of the old-fashioned numbers, house 
is darkened, stage is darkened and 
she has a baby spot, illuminations 
then going into the boxes (those 
famous boxes Roxy used to love to 
sprinkle with damsels and which 
haven’t been used for ever so long) 
where the Gae Foster girls are 
spotted in old-fashioned costumes 
for a flash. It’s good flash and holds. 
At the finale entire stage is lined 
on a stationary old-fashioned cos- 
tume portrait with Miss Parsons 
and Howard singing through off- 
side mikes. 

Feature is ‘George White’s 1935 
Scandals’ (Fox) and business Friday 
night (26) good. Kauf. 


PARAMOUNT, L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 26. 

Typical Fanchon and Marco talent 
show at the Paramount this week, 
with the Fanchonettes again prov- 
ing the highlights and Rube Woif 
and his band helping carry off the 
honors. 

Talent array includes’ Loyce 
Whiteman, radio warbler; Edith 
Marquise and Co., adagio dancers; 
Jerry Stewart, impersonator, and 
Alice Weaver, comedienne and 
monopedic toe-stepper. 

Opening is in a tropical setting 
with band backstage. Fanchonettes 
lined up playing tom-toms and 
Ecith Marquise being tossed around 
by her three male partners. It’s a 
good opening act and fits nicely. 


tube Wolf then sends the band 
into a novelty arrangement that 
consists largely of impressions of 
various other orchestras. It regis- 


tered oke. 

Miss Whiteman doesn’t impress 
much as a stage attraction. Her 
numbers appear to be unwise selec- 
tions, particularly her version of 
‘Obiect of My Affections, which is 
delivered in slow, draggy fashion, 
and fails to make much of a hit 
with an audience that has been ac- 
eustomed to Pinky Tomilin’s rendi- 
tion. 

Fanchonettes foliow with a preci- 
gion routine and then Miss Weaver 


Sree seer i 


Bis ook are far 


gags a bit with the Rube before go- 
ing into a fast toe number, in which 
she dances principally on one foot. 
Jerry Stewart’s impersonations were 
just so-so and his resorting to the 
birds flying over Hollywood gag 
didn’t help his offering any. 

Del Chain and Junior LaMont are 
back with their comedy mind-read- 
ing act and the carrying of numer- 
ous implements across stage with 
wise crack answers. Boys do first 
rate and registered. Finale has the 
femmes doing an intricate roller 
skating routine that was cleverly 
executed. 

Screen has ‘Private Worlds’ (Par), 
Par News and color classic. Biz 


above average at first show today. 
Edwa. 





FOX, PHILADELPHIA 


Philadelphia, April 26. 

Fox this week follows last week’s 
stage show with another okay 
group, although pic isn’t figured to 
help much. It’s ‘Ladies Love 
Danger’ (Fox). Two name turns in 
Duncan Sisters and J. Harold Mur- 
ray bear full brunt of b.o. draw. 

Opener is Jeno Donath batoning 
Grofe’s ‘Mississippi Suite’ as. the 
overture, in fine style. Full stage 
set used throughout, nothing un- 
usual but decorative enough. 
Mattison Rhythm Dancers, five 
men and three gals, are the opening 
turn. Two of girls and four men, 
all young and clean cut youngsters, 
in a line tap, cueing on a lanky 
boy for a solo. Octet breaks into 
units for several shots at whole- 
sale tapology, with two men in a 
sax bit and single fem warbling a 
rhythm tune just fairly. Turn 
closes badly, however. 


Backstage announcement intro- 
duces Murray, who’s on with ease 
and assurance, at footlight mike. 
Was last seen here in musical few 
months ago. His warbling quality 
soon gets him over. ‘Without a 
Song’ is the opener, and follows 
with ‘Romance’ from his own film. 
Sock closer is a dramatic bit, ’Ce 
La Guerre,’ a foreign legion num- 
ber, which was good for an en- 
core. Then intro’s the Duncan 
Sisters, whom he graciously terms 
the bill’s headliners. 

Duncans, who appeared here over 
a year ago with their ‘Topsy and 
Eva’ show, are on in the same char- 
acters. Use the mike for the ex- 
pected palaver from Rosetta in 
blackface, then bring in a crinoline 
sour-puss aunt who paces them 
through a music lesson. Gals war- 
ble ‘Sweet Music’ and throw every- 
thing in but the kitchen sink. Okay 
@rrangement and it lands solidly. 
Much of the act is good for plenty 
of laughs, especially the wind up 
with a Spanish number’ which 
has the gals heaving hot dogs, 
vegetables and flowers into the audi- 
ence, 

Mattison Dancers surprise by 
coming back as a finale, house really 
expecting the Duncans to close. 
But the youngsters are worth 
watching, in particular the _ solo 
man, who runs through a tap turn 
to ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ that’s very 
okay. 

An Ernest Truex short and Fox 
clips wind up the show. Biz Fri- 
day afternoon very bad. Gosch. 


SHEA’S, TORONTO 


Toronto, April 26. 

Alice White of pictures gets top 
billing in current vaude offering at 
the Hip, but principal strength is 
Al Norman and his stooges, with 
Irene Vermillion and the Dart En- 
semble trailing for applause honors. 
On the novelty end, for juve appeal 
only, are the Cabin Kids, late of 
‘Mississippi’ (Par). 

On the whole, the bill adds up to 
solid money value. Alice White is 
Number Four. She refrains from 
any Hollywood or picture references 
and sticks to dancing, doing three 
numbers with two male partners in 
tails. All routines are adagio in 
waltz time and done _ pleasantly 
enough, but greater diversification is 
needed. Only change in style, but 
not in tempo, is a semi-rumba and 
too refined to startle. No chance 
for the boys to do singles in this 
act. Costume changes, made be- 
hind a screen on stage, are only in- 
terludes for recitations by Miss 
White, the diminutive blonde’s voice 
not getting past the tenth row. 

First sock of the evening follows 
with Al Norman in Number Five. 
Comedian is still there with the old 
standard act, but went over heavy, 
particularly in the rubber-legs dance 
routine with the two stooges. Cabin 
Kids, five shouting pickaninnies, also 
get across to a nice reception, chief- 
ly on the scratching business of the 
smallest member of the quintet. 

Flash finish is the Dart Ensemble, 
five trumpeting femmes, and Irene 
Vermillion on for three numbers to 
the musical background of the girls 
and the pit-boys coming in on finale. 
It’s a nicely costumed little unit and 





the girls get same good effects with 
muted trumpets both in solo and en- 
semble work. Vermillion works 
smoothly for acrobatics, high-kicks 
on toes and a drum number, and 
gets a nice response. Opener is Wil- 
fred du Bois for clever juggling in 
an act that is a pleasant little war- 
mer-upper. Harry and Frances | 
Usher also on for their standard 





| mind-reading act and getting across. 
Feature is ‘Princess O’Hara’ (U). 
Business good opening night. 
McStay. 


eter ee 








OLYMPIA, PARIS 


Paris, April 21. 

It’s an all-Russky show at the 
Olympia this week, the last pro- 
duction that M. Jacovieff will put 
on before Francis A. Mangan adds 
this second Haik-Gaumont house to 
his string—he already handles the 
deluxer, down the boulevards. 
Jacovieff calls the show ‘Slavic 
Symphony,’ and all the singing and 
dancing is in Russian. 

Opens with a Russian male 
chorus from the Chauve-Souris the- 
atre, in a drinking song, clad in Im- 
perial Hussar uniforms. When the 
orchestra quiets down enough to 
enable the singers to get across the 
foots the dominant voice is one of 
those bullfrog bassos who gets the 
vocal vibrations out of his boots, 
and the audience likes that plenty. 
Tableau and set are conscientiously 
arranged, and good enough. 

Then comes a ballet, apparently 
French, in colorful Russian dresses 
and not so Russian hoofing, in one. 
Drop is lifted to show a Russian 
eafe scene in full, nicely if eco- 
nomically set. Mariann Guida of 
the Monte Carlo Opera fills the the- 
atre with a voice as big as can be, 
and she is abetted by Messrs. 
Doubrovski and Zaporogetz of the 
Opera Corique. 

Show is pleasing enough as far 
as it goes, and represents an at- 
tempt at picture house production 
that’s a sort of cross between the 
Jacques Charles stuff at Paramount 
and Mangan’s at the Rex. Manage- 
ment apparently thinks that even 
for this smaller house the Mangan 
idea is better, and is putting him in 
here. 

Picture is Ufa’s ‘Bottle Imp, 
based on Stevenson’s story, a 
French version and pretty poor. 

Stern. 





REX, SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 24. 

This 1,400 seater was formerly 
Pantages’ ace house in Northwest, 
and made coin for years. Of late 
its been checkered, with mostly red 
ink. Now Sterling Chain (John 
Danz) has the spot, running pix- 
stage policy, line of 12 gals and 
vaude acts changing weekly. 

This week it is Kolb and Dill in 
comeback, with road show that gave 
the customers a lot of old time 
laughs, the m.c. announcing that the 
pair will do stuff as in the 90's. 
Which is true. It is a revival of 
their funny talk, looks and gags, as 
well as a bit of characteristic song 
and dance by the two headliners. 
Their dialogue is purly for laugh 
purposes, and the duo is as funny 
as ever. Show needs some ironing 
out and cutting here and bracing 
there. One of the gags run until it 
tires a bit, the business with the 
shoemaker, with word play on last, 
awl and sole. Okay applause shows 
the audiences liked the various 
numbers K, & D. put over. The 
speciality acts also got good 
hands. Lawrence Johnson is ven- 
triloquiling in a way that rates, 
especially his bit where the dummy 
talks from the depths and comes 
right up to his own voice at the 
count of 20. 


The Three Step Sisters do a 
couple of nice numbers. The comic 
fight Kolb and Dill enact is a laugh 
getter. A quartette is then heard, 
with Kolb, Dill and a third man 
playing string instruments. The 
Kolb and Dill take-off on expert 
shooting made more fun. 

In final number, eight ‘Indians’ 
put on tribal steps and songs, with 
Olga Steck, the soloist, showing 
some good pipes. The show plays 
Tacoma, Portland and a few more 
northwest dates, and is headed east 
and south, with Gene Murray ahead. 
Business good at the Rex. Trepp. 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


Curious to watch the utter de- 
pendency which performers in a 
theatre nowadays place in a micro- 
phone. There is that lurking ap- 
prehension to the observer that the 
thin hollow reed of steel that forms 





the base of the mike, might give 
way and leave the _ performer 
stranded and panic - stricken. 


Somehow that’s not theatre stuff. 
Performers follow one another in 
the same closeup clutches of the 
mike. They hide their faces im’em. 
George McQueen, the m.c. never 
fails to stick his otherwise smiling 
countenance right into a mike that’s 
not more than three inches in 
diameter, and so, of course, when 
last week’s amateur winner, a fal- 
setto tenor trots on, he does like- 
wise. His name wasn’t caught. 


Billy Wells and the four Fays 
probably have never seen a mike, 
and it makes no difference to them. 
They’re the fastest piece of amuse- 
ment business in the current show. 
Wells, as usual, scores individually 
with his familiar panto. But lucky 
for the Fox tradition holds up, be- 
cause Wells has a couple which of- 
fer that weekly expectation, a sol- 
dier dance bit. Here Wells’ juvenile 
assistant and his peppy redheaded 
comedienne offer a tumble dance ar- 
rangement of the wooden-soldier 
thing. 





matter. It’s their leg work that 
counts. And heavily. 

McQueen fails to credit a clown- 
ing gentleman who trots out early 
in a grotesque feminine makeup 
for a comedy dance, and the Fox 
Steppers do a slow wiggle at the 
finish on a double-deck stage that’s 
warming. Interesting, indeed, are 
the various individual delineations 
offered by the girls while working 
in unison, nevertheless, of the hip 
swing tango. 

Customers here should receive 
plenty of belly laughter from the 
complacent Professor Lamberti and 
his comedy. British film, ‘Man 
Who Knew Too Much’ (GB) on tap 
besides usual screen shorts, news- 
reel cartoon and trailers. Shan. 


BROWN, LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, April 26. 

Joe Frisco is the top in stage en- 
tertainment in this race-mad burg 
the week starting today. He’s head- 
lining the six acts of variety at this 
house. . 

Coming on upobtrusively to an 
absolutely cold house (it was evident 
that his prolonged absence from this 
town made him a complete stran- 
ger), Joe immediately touched the 
house off into spontaneous laughter, 
and followed with his impression of 
Helen Morgan atop the grand piano. 
He had ’em begging for more after 
his familiar ‘Frisco’ dance. 

Opener is the Four Vancing Mar- 
vels, plenty oke, with class ward- 
robe, youth, and surprising supple- 
ness and precision. Girls made three 
appearances. Deuce spot is filled 
acceptably by Jerry Lawton, cowboy 
juggler, who utilizes an improvised 
banjo head for rhythm juggling of 
little balls, and tops off with the 
heavy cannon balls. 


Ruth Delmar, contralto, uses p.a. 
for three pops in a strictly radio 
manner, clutching microphone stand 
throughout and bowing off to light 
returns. Brunette has fair air voice 
but can’t sell it. Reception over the 
p.a. system was not so good as it 
might have been, volume being too 
high throughout, and plenty loud 
pops and squawks when placing and 
removing mike. 

Neida and Ernie Parez offer an 
acrobatic specialty, ending with 
Neida doing spin around top of long 
pole held by partner. Muriel Page, 
in her flame dance, closes. Rather 
mild here, after fan dances, apple 
dances, and strips of all kinds. Just 
another burlesque specialty in dif- 
ferent form. 

‘Strangers All’ (Radio), Pathe 
News, and a Leon Errol short are 
the film fare. Wiede, 


ALVIN, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 
Nothing to entice them in this 
week, with a nameless stage and 
‘All the King’s Horses’ (Par) on 
screen. Once they get inside, how- 
ever, flesh won't disappoint ‘em 
even if flicker does, 


Really four acts and house’s regu- 
lar line, but it’s billed as a unit 
under the label as ‘Zig Zag Revels.’ 
M.c. is Norman Frescott, one of 
turns, but he doesn’t show, making 
all of his announcements from an 
offstage mike. Chorus opens briskly 
with military tap routine; same 
thing gals did here few months ago, 
but it’s still effective and won a 
hand, unusual for a getaway en- 
semble number. 

Following by Serge Flash, jug- 
gler and still tops with his ball- 
balancing tricks. He had himself 
sold in great fashion and then had 
to spoil it at the end by going tem- 
peramental when some light cues 
didn’t work and foot mikes started 
to act up. Flash’s big mistake is 
staying on too long and prima donna 
stuff didn’t make it any easier for 
him. A couple of interruptions sent 
him off in a tantrum tonight. 

Radio Ramblers, three men, work- 
ing in individual spots behind in- 
dividual mikes, have a neat offering 
that merely needs tightening. Some 
of their weakest imitations, par- 
ticularly Penner and Rubinoff, could 
be tossed into the ashea, and still 
leave it bang-up' entertainment. 
Best contribution is by the little fel- 
low who solos a grand opera trio 
with a crackerjack falsetto. Some 
of their dialogue could be brushed 
up, too. 


Chorus on again at this point 
with one of those dance modernes 
and Frescott arrives for his always 
sure-fire psychic performance. It’s 
still the most unusual turn of its 
kind in that it combines the surprise 
element with a lot of suave humor. 
Next-to-closing is Hal Sherman, 
comic hoofer ‘and he had ’em tied 
up in a knot. First time in years 
for Sherman around here and only 





way he could get~ff was for pit 
ork to -break right into chorus 
finale. He’s cemented his pan- 


tomime and that, with those funny 
legs that fly off into all directions, 
makes him a safe bet any place, 
Line finishes in some hotcha 
wiggling and Sherman comes back 
on for an eccentric skating bit. 
Bernie Armstrong’s organlogue is 
a take-off on a film house show 
of 30 years ago. At the end, but 


ALBEE, BROOKLYN 


This ll-year-old RKO deluxer ig 
dropping stageshows in the next 
couple of weeks for the first time 
since it was opened. Possibly to 
give the Brooklynites an idea what 
they are gving to miss, the theatre 
is playing seven acts instead of the 
usual five until it goes straight pic- 
tures. Soon it’s going to give them 
no acts at all—now it is giving them 
too much. Show caught Friday 
night ran 86 minutes, with ‘Star of 
Midnight’ (Radio), newsreel, trail- 
ers, etc., still to come. 

The seven-act bill is excellent, 
perhaps the best variety show the 
Albee has had in months. With the 
exception of one fault in spotting, 
it is class and big-time, and that’s 
something these days. 

Bad routining is the spotting of 
Stuart and Lash in the fifth slot, 
when they should be next-to-closing 
instead of Ella Logan, singing 
single. Miss Logan uses double- 
piano assist, and by the time they 
move these instruments for the clos- 
ing Art Landry band there's a two- 
minute stage wait. Stuart and 
Lash, anyhow, are the logical next- 


to-closers of the show, and their 
comedy would probably have 
mopped up even more in the later 
position. 


Miss Logan is an excellent little 
songstress, with plenty of pep and 
personality. She’s just coming up, 
but fast, and has plenty of places 
to go. 

Bill opens with the Ted Adair 
flash, with the male dancer assisted 
by fou. femme terpsers to good ef- 
fect. Then follows the standard Ray 
Huling and Seal turn, the cleverly 
paced mammal scoring all the way. 

Lamb and Bellet’s comedy in 
number three didn’t fare so well at 
this catching, but the eccentric 
dancing of the tall man and short 
femme was an easy clicker. Their 
big hand was just about doubled by 
Owen McGiveney’s quick - change 
version of ‘Bill Sikes. McGiveney’s 
changes are exposed now, and let- 
ting the audience in on how those 
lightning character switches are ef- 
fected seems to heighten the results, 

The 13-piece ork batoned so non- 
chalantly by Art Landry is an okay 
finale for the layout. Audience went 
for the music and the clowning 
100%. 

Biz, three-quarters. Scho. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Whatever business will be done in 
this sudden invasion of spring will 
be drafted by ‘Wedding Night’ 
(UA). Stage show is ae radio 
unit, ‘Manhattan Merry-Go-Round,’ 
nameless and inocuous entertain- 
ment. 

It’s chief virtue is Andy Sanella’s 
18-piece ork and Sanella’s capable 
maestroing and handling of various 
wind and string instruments. How- 
ever, it would be more becoming if 
the leader paid stricter attention 
to batoning the band than grimac- 
ing. Next in the unit’s entertain- 
ment strength is Jerry Mann, who 
is a studied study of George Jessel. 
Mann has improved in recent 
months, but here he is wearing out 
the welcome mat in sticking on that 
apron double the time he should. 
His mimicry is excellent. 

An announcer is on to intro the 
specialties, but he gives the audi- 
ence the impression that this is the 
first radio show ever to hit vaude. 
Also, he tries to be a comic with 
one gag, but he’s still an announcer. 

Specialists are a French femme 
singer who's okay; a sister team 
that gracelessly run through an 
acro, control-kicking routine, and a 
good male trio singing novelty 
lyrics. 

Unit is under the wire in an hour 
flat. Biz Saturday evening a little 
better than half. Scho. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWS REELS) 

With five newsreels in the field, it 
should be possible for the Em- 
bassy to get enough worthwhile 
news material to fill out show re- 


quirements without having to use 
a lot of stuff that’s stale, mean- 
ingless, and outworn or staged. 


There is much available that could 


be spread across the newsreel 
canvas weekly. Or the newsreels, 
even with five of ’em on the job, 


aren't enterprising enough to cov- 
er more of the news. 

There should be no room on 50-min- 
ute show or longer of such incon- 
sequential stuff as a vaude act do- 
ing part of a routine on daylight 
saving (Par); the obscure elephant 
trainer out in Ohio who uses his 
animals for plowing purposes (U); 


trotting race through French 
Streets (Hearst); the to-do over 
one Jap emperor coming to meet 
another (Par); Japanese fish haul 


Hearst); California rodeo (Hearst); 
an ice carnival show at Atlantic 
City (U); a barrel skirmish between 


Pennsylvania cadets (U); an 
Australian train crash (Fox): a 
marathon race in Massachusetts 
(ox); a wrestling match again 
(Pathe); French rugby game, poorly 
shot and offering nothing justifving 
its release (Fox): and a shot of 
| seals comedied up a bit by Lew 


Lehr (Fox). 
Sifted of the aforementi: 
this week’s. show 


: 7 . 
med filler, 


contains some 





Two Golored lads in high fronted | legitimately this time, Armstrong | 
Eton suits tap their way through |introduces winner of last Alvin 
several fast minutes of additional} amateur contest, a seedy looking 
danceology, ahead of the Wells; youngster who made mob forget his 
turn. These lads also vocalize al-/| seediness when he let loose his 

most wWhisperingly but {ft doesn’tpipes. Cohen, 


highly interesting and enlicht 
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(Continued on page 24) 
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George White Scandals 
(MUSICAL) 


Fox production amd release. Features 
lice Faye, James Dunn, Ned Sparks, 
Roberti, Cliff Edwards, Arline Judge, 
leanor Powell, George White. Directed 
George White. Screen play, Jack Yel- 
jen, Patierson McNutt; songs, Jack Yellen, 
Clift Friend, Joseph Meyer; additional 
lyrics, Herb Magidson; camera, George 
Schneiderman; dance ensembles, George 
White; musical direction, Louis De Fran- 
o. At Roxy, N. Y., week April 26, '35. 
Sonntag time, 88 mins, 


Honey Walters..ccccecsescceses- Alice Faye 
Eddie Taylor.....cecceseseeees James Dunn 
Elmer White. cccccccasceccces++- Ned Sparks 
Manya seeeeeeee cccccccoceess clae Roberti 
Dude Holloway. cccccccccoessCiiff Edwards 
Midgie eoeccccs 50000neseeeenes : Aue Judge 
Marilyn Collins....secess+--Eleanor Powell 
Louie Pincu6...ccsccssesess+- Benny Rubin 
Aunt Jane.....ccoscseesess++--Emma Dunn 
Harriman. ...+ssceceessess-Charies Richman 
Officer Riley...--+ ecccececess+- Roger Imhof 
Madame DuBarry 00000000000-1e Eckhart 
eoee+Fuzzy Knight 
ee---Donald Kerr 
«+. Walter Johnson 
eeees-Jack Mulhall 
George White. .ccceccereecesereeres Himself 











Once more George White presents 
himself in his very own conception 
of a film ‘Scandals,’ the second of 
the series and once more it is dull 
entertainment. It will do okay here 
and there around the country, but 
it has little real pull-’em-in, 

Trouble largely traceable directly 
to White. Certainly he isn’t trying 
to dodge any of the credit or blame, 
program and title sheet announc- 
ing him as conceiver, director and 
producer. Also he’s one of the fea- 
tured players and takes an extra 
line in the billing for routining the 
dance numbers. Maybe a few of 
those assignments should have been 
split up among others. 

From only one standpoint is the 
film worthy top screen entertain- 
ment and that is the songs. There 
are six songs, two of them real out- 
standers from a tune standpoint, 
but all tops on lyrics. Even these 
numbers, however, are wasted be- 
cause of poor staging. Obvious that 
White was thinking of stage rou- 
tines when he put the songs on. In 
this number the costumes are sta- 
gey, with legs showing here and 
there from slit skirts and semi- 
hotcha. But the camera doesn’t 
catch it at all. It emerges like an 
almost unrehearsed burlesque, 


Cast is big and studded with 
featured players, many of them 
wasted. Some real names would 
have helped. Most of the work is 
left to James Dunn and Alice Faye 
as the boy and girl. They’re in a 
small town show in Georgia when 
White catches them. He brings ’em 
to New York and stars ’em imme- 
diately. Then follows the usual 
back-stage filmusical story. In- 
flated egos, pouting, quarrels, the 
kids leave the show. Girl’s aunt 
from down Georgia comes to catch 
the show, White digs them up; 
they've learned their lesson; all is 
well. 

Beyond the quite obvious fact 
that White shouldn’t try to act 
there are other talent mistakes. Ar- 
line Judge, is allowed to merely put 
her nose in for a minute or two and 
hasn’t one decent line; Lyda Ro- 
berti is practically wasted in the 
same way, although she does sing a 
couple of tunes; Eleanor Powell, 
who can tap with the best of them, 
does just one short number; Benny 
Rubin is in for about two minutes. 
It’s unexploited and unused talent 
all down the line. 


Ned Sparks, in his usual dead pan 
act, gets the best comedy lines in 
the film and could have done witha 
few more. As is, it is a relief every 
time his face is seen. Cliff Edwards 
is another who comes through well. 
He has several numbers, working 
mostly opposite Miss Roberti for 
comedy. Most of the laughs are 
supposed to come from the fact that 
he has to keep walking her dog. 
When that’s forgotten, as it fortu- 
nately is for a few minutes here 
and there, he does right well by 
himself. He has, incidentally, the 
best song in the show, ‘Born Too 
Late, and ihe only song really 
smartly staged and played. 

There is one other song, ‘The 
Hunka Doola,’ which is almost 
there, but misses. Intended to be 
@ sort of burlesque on ‘The Conti- 
nental’ and dances like that. Other 
songs are ‘It’s an Old Southern 
Custom,’ ‘According to the Moon- 
light,’ ‘I Didn’t Know’ and ‘I’ve Got 
Shoes.’ Kauf. 


HOLD ’EM YALE 


Paramount production and release. Dt- 
rected by Sidney Lanfield. Producer, 
Charles R. Rogers. Story, Damon Run- 
yon; adaptation, Paul Gerard Smith, Eddie 
Welch; camera, Milton Krasner. At Rialto, 
N. Y., week April 26, '35. Running time, 61 
mins. 

Clarice Van Cleve.......+.::: Patricia Ellis 
Gigolo Georgie. ccccccecceces: Cesar Romero 
Hector Wilmot.....oe+ee--.--Larry Crabbe 
Sunshine Joe William Frawley 
Liverlips........ 





5606668600055" 
> We ns cc eee dea George Barbier 
Sam, The Gonoph..........Warren Hymer 
Bennie South Street.......George E. Stone 
i WEE covcsbcesee »..-Hale Hamilton 
Coach JenningS....ccocsee----.- Guy Usher 
GN 8555 kaceusneéseneweses Grant Withers 





‘Hold 'Em Yale’ holds very little 
except some laughs through the 
dialog. It is pleasant in its own 
way, and the running time is only 
@ minute over an hour, so the pic- 
ture will fit snugly in double fea- 
ture assignments. For big time It 
won't stand up. 

Perhaps more box office power in 





the cast and a better finish might 
have helped, but then again they 
might also have been wasted. For 
the story is a daffydilly in the first 
place and would doubtlessly remain 
one under any sort of treatment. 

Damon Runyon has a gift at 
painting word pictures of muggs. 
His characters have been deftly 
translated on celluloid in this in- 
stance. But what they say, thanks 
to the dialog, and how they say it, 
thanks to the acting, is much more 
important than what they’re doing, 
for the story in back of it all 
is lightweight for feature-length 
usage, 

William Frawley, Andy Devine, 
Warren Hymer and Georgie Stone 
are a comical set of muggs and 
some of their lines are corkers. The 
names alone are a laugh: Frawley 
is Sunshine Joe, Devine is Liverlips, 
Hymer is Sam the Gonoph and 
Stone is Bennie South Street. Each 
is his own particular type of mugg, 
and all get big personal results on 
clever playing. But the necessary 
motivation is lacking and after 
awhile their antics wear thin. 

The boys, as a quartet of dumb 
but colorful ticket scalpers, are 
crossed by a gigolo pal who leaves 
a disinherited heiress on their 
hands. They're engaged by the 
girl's father to tame her, cure her 
love for guys in uniforms, and 
marry her off to a nice boy. The 
nice boy happens to go to Yale, 
where he’s a bench warmer on the 
football team. The muggs force the 
Yale coach into putting him in ac- 
tion in the Harvard game, and he 
wins it with a freak field goal. That 
clinches the marriage. Finish is 
the last word in hokum and kicks 
a final hole in a plot that would 
have its troubles with any sort of 
ending. 

Patricia Ellis as the girl is called 
upon to look good and play dumb, 
and does both satisfactorily. A 
couple of gowns which she doesn’t 
completely wear early in the pic- 
ture, establish her as a hot num- 
ber. Cesar Romero, a boy who is 
going places, handles the gigolo 
role intelligently. Larry (Buster) 
Crabbe shows some histrionic im- 
provement, but still has mostly his 
appearance to recommend him. 

Bige. 


THE NEW GULLIVER 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
Moscow, April 7. 
Directed, A. Ptoushko, A. Vanitchkin. 
Scenario, A, Ptoushko, B. Roshal; music, 
L. Schwartz; dolls, Sara Mokil., 








(In Russian) 


‘The New Gulliver’ is the first 
Soviet film made by methods of ex- 
tended multiplication and reproduc- 
tions from models. Contrary to the 
practice abroad, where multiplica- 
tion pictures are made in short reels 
only, ‘Gulliver’ is a full-size feature, 
Thanks to the excellent plot and ex- 
ceptional ‘acting’ of the dolls, it is 
interesting alike for children and 
adults. 

Based upon Jonathan Swift’s novel 
and containing all the charm of a 
fairy tale, ‘Gulliver’ presents Swift's 
Lilliputian State in a new aspect, 
turning the plot into a bitter social 
satire against modern capitalistic 
rule with a spirit of genuine humor. 

Acting of the dolls gives full illu- 
sion of reality. Each doll actor is 
endowed with separate comic char- 
acteristics. Their lively mimicry is 
technically attained by changing of 
masks. Some of the principal ‘ac- 
tors’ had 200 masks to change. Fig- 
ures of workers were all sculptured 
from elastic plasticine, each having 
a different expression. Special sound 
arrangements were needed to “lilli- 
putize’ the voices of the doll actors, 
as well as the music, which was suc- 
cessfully solved. McLove. 





Lightning Strikes .Twice 


Radio production and release. Features 
Ben Lyon, Pert Kelton, Walter Catlett, 
Thelma Todd, ‘Skeets’ Gallagher, Laura 
Hope Crews. Directed by Ben Holmes. 
Adaptation, Joseph A, Fields, John Grey; 
story, Marion Dix and Ben Holmes, Pro- 
ducer, Lee Marcus, Camera, Edward Cron- 
jager. At Staniey, N. Y. 


@ = =e A mm 
une uay, spare 





25, '35, as half double bill. Running 
time, 65 mings. 

Stephen Brewster........--+.....Ben Lyon 
Wally Richarde...... ... Skeets’ Gallagher 
SUGY NIG. ..ccceccsvocenses Thelma Todd 
Captain Nelsom..ccocsessssseees John Hale 
Aunt Jane...cccccecce ++.-Laura Hope Crews 
Ce) 6404sn60n6s eeccccccceces Walter Catlett 
Sarees $6600065000000085 Pert Kelton 
Marty Hick. ccccsecsessss: Chick Chandler 
Delia, .cccccce eccccess Margaret Armstrong 
Phillips ..cccce eoreccccccess John Davidson 
DuMan ...cccccvcccccccscescecss Fred Kelsey 
Lieut. Foster. ccccscsccsccssss: Ed Deering 
COSOF ncccccccsesececs evececes Roger Grey 
Policeman ..ceossees esessees Walter Long 

* 





This one asks plenty of credulity 
from the audience. All the hokum 
of mistaken identity and unusual 
situations have been combined with 
the forced melodramatic atmosphere. 
Despite a first-rate cast that per- 
forms well, if not with distinction, 
the picture will be hard for even 
hardened dual program patrons. 

As the overly exuberant reporter 
keeps shouting early in the film, 
‘Whatta story! Whatta_ story!’ 
Every popular meller situatjon is 
dragged in and mixed with a con- 
fused jumble of second rate comedy 
nifties. Just when everybody thinks 
the pair of vaudgevillians are about 
to make off with the jools and the 
suspected killer is nearing capture, 
the intoxicated Pert Kelton stag- 
gers in to do a fan dance. But it’s 


typical of whole story's inconsist- 
ency. 
It’s possible that {t could have Wheeler Oakland, 


* 





Miniature Reviews 


‘George White’s 1935 Scan- 
dals’ (Fox). Poor from a story 
standpoint and no sock names 
for the marquee. On produc- 
tion strength may reach mod- 
erate rating. 

‘Hold ’Em Yale’ (Par). Good 
dialogue here, but hot enough 
to carry picture beyond double 
feature rating. 

‘Lightning Strikes Twice’ 
(Radio). Capable cast doing 
their best with mediocre 
hodge-podge of melodrama and 
hokum, 

‘Florentine Dagger’ (WB). 
Fairly interesting murder mys- 
tery, well made the cast. 

‘The People’s Enemy’ (Ra- 
dio). Weak gangster melo- 
drama of slim b.o. promise. 

















been done into a farce comedy. In- 
stead, the writers and directors 
elected to make it either heavy on 
laughs or loudly dramatic. Players 
did all they could. Ben Lyon and 
‘Skeets’ Gallagher carry main 
thread of this impossible thing. 
Walter Catlett’s clowning is a bright 
spot, though often not in place. 
Pert Kelton, Laura Hope Crews and 
Thelma Todd all do well. Real 
dramatic bit is the work of John 
Davidson as the missing butler. 


The Florentine Dagger 


Warner Bros. production and _ release. 
Features Margaret Lindsay, Donald Woods, 
C. Aubrey Smith, Henry O’Neill and Rob- 
ert Barrat. Directed by Robert Florey. 
Story, Ben Hecht; adaptation, Tom Reed; 
additional dialog, Brown Holmes; film 
editor, Thomas Pratt; camera, Arthur 
Todd. At Mayfair, N. Y., week April 25, 
‘35. Running time, 69 mins. 

CORIO. sccccccrcceneccccesces Donald Woods 
Florence..... sveceseeesss Margaret Lindsay 
Dr, Lytton....eesecseeeee+C. Aubrey Smith 
Victor Ballau.....seceseeess+sHenry O'Neill 
The Captain...cccccsseeees+-Robert Barrat 
Teresa...cees TTT Teer e Florence Fair 





Cast does not indicate dollars at 
the box office but here is a fairly 
good murder mystery built on 
unique lines which has in its favor 
a strong love story. It should prove 


capable of moderate gross results. 
A foreign background is provided, 
action dividing between a spot in 
Italy and Vienna. Opening in 
former, story establishes Donald 
Woods as a descendant of the 
Borgias who, after visiting the 
castle of his mad ruler forbears, 
develops a killing complex from 
which he is saved by a psychiatrist 
acquaintance. From this point on 
the romantic interest runs high, the 
doctor and others figuring as part 
of the pattern which carries this 
and the mystery elements along. 


Woods becomes a playwright and 
does a hit show on the Borgia 
theme, picking Margaret Lindsay as 
the only person who could be Lu- 
cretia according to the picture he 
has drawn of the poisoning female 
of history. Deftly the story de- 
velops in Miss Lindsay the char- 
acteristics which impel screen sus- 
picion as to whether she could be 
a Lucretia in real life, with result 
that when a murder occurs she is 
under doubt together with others. 
Woods believes he may have used 
the Borgia Florentine dagger which 
killed during a crazed moment he 
can’t remember. 


Both Woods and Miss Lindsay 
give fine performances, Miss Lind- 
say taking acting honors by a 
shade. C. Aubrey Smith plays the 
English doctor, Henry O'Neill the 
murdered legit producer. Robert 
Barrat is very effective as a po- 
lice inspector, some laughs being 
credited to him. Char. 


FRONTIER DAYS 


Spectrum production and state rights re- 
lease, Stars Bill Cody. Directed by Bob 
Hill.. Producer, Al Alt. From a story by 
Norman Springer; adaptation, Jimmy 
Hawky; camera, Brydon Baker. Cast in- 
cludes Ada Ince, Wheeler Oakman, Frank- 
lyn Farnum, Bill Desmond, Bill Cody, Jr., 
Lafe McKee, Vic Potel. At Arema, N. Y., 
one day, April 26, '35, as half double bill. 
Running time, 61 mins. 





Not a single ingredient has been 
passed up in concocting this one. 
It’s got lots of hard riding, pistol 
shooting, cattle rustling, fist fight- 
ing and misunderstandings about 
the guilty party. Thrown into the 
stew also are several stagecoach 
holdups, and a murder and a kid- 
napping each. With Bill Cody's 
smile and steady gaze serving as a 
cute balance to the general uproar, 
‘Frontier Days’ can’t go wrong with 
the kid addicts, particularly if the 
western is offered as part of a dou- 
ble-header. The adults will still in- 
sist that the other feature be a 
strong one, 


Cody in this fable does an under- 
cover agent for the Fargo Express. 
He’s assigned to go into the San 
Marco country and find out who's 
headin’ the gang hijacking the 
stagecoaches. While on his way to 
the assignment he meets Ada Ince, 
a wholesome lass, and her father, 
Franklyn Farnum. It doesn't take 
Cody long to realize that the master 
mind of it all is the town banker, 
Before Cody 





brings the gang and its leader to 
book, the girl's father is first 
cheated of his ranch and then killed 
and there‘s a mess of jaw-smacking 
and trick riding that keeps building 
up to a smackerino finish. 

Added to the fanfare are some 
eye-appealing scenic shots. Odec, 


THE PEOPLE’S ENEMY 


Select production and Radio release. Fea- 
tures Preston Foster, Lila Lee, Melvyn 
Douglas. Directed by Crane Wilbur. Pro- 
ducer, Burt Kelly. From story by Edward 
Dean Sullivan; adaptation, Gordon Kahn, 
Sullivan; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. At 
Globe, N. Y., week April 27, '35. Running 
time, 65 mins. 






Vince ..... ecccccccccsccccccck seston Foster 
Catherine PTePE TELE Eee Lila Lee 
TADS coccccccccccocscocces Melvyn Douglas 
AMM ccoccsccccsceccsevesersses Shirley Grey 
SUP coccccccccvccceccessssesecs Roscoe Ates 
Tony . -- William Collier, Jr. 
Mary .. ecseseeee O¥UI Elaine 
DuKe .occrccccccvcesecss Herbert Rawlinson 





Outside of the circumstance that 
the action stems from a timely topic, 
the heat that the government has 
been bringing on underworld big- 
shots via the income tax law, “The 
People’s Enemy’ offers mild oppor- 
tunity to the exhibs. It’s slovenly 
directed, badly overacted and hap- 
hazardly dialogued. Draw possibili- 
ties are minor. 

Exhibs may try to cut in on the 
ballyhoo of Warner Bros.’ ‘G Men’ 
and describe ‘Enemy’ as showing 
the ‘government agents in action,’ as 
the Globe has done in its billing 
matter out front, but that won't be 
playing cricket with the customers. 
Only lick that the G men get in 
this picture comes toward the end, 
when three of them make their ap- 
pearance in the office of the big 
shot’s lawyer following his client’s 
escape from the pen. 

‘Enemy’ starts off interestingly 
enough, but soon after the initial 
reel it gets tangled up in implausi- 
ble situations and generally lop- 
sided narrative. Preston Foster 
makes a choice fit in the role of the 
mob leader, who finally gets hit 
with a term when the government 
prosecutes on the income tax stat- 
ute, but the story and direction 
maneuver him into some hard-to- 
take melodramatics. Melvyn Doug- 
las moves sanely through the part 
of his mouthpiece, while Herbert 
Rawlinson does anything but an 
impressive job with the role of the 
double-crossing politician reformer. 

Lots of overacting is contributed 
by William Collier, Jr., as the broth- 
er of the head mobsman, Minus 
the stutter, Roscoe Ates does a 
comedy convict. Laughs alloted him 
are few. Odec. 





Die Csardasfurstin 


(‘Czardas Princess’) 
(GERMAN MADE) 


Ufa production and release. Features 
Marta Eggerth, Hams Soehnker. Directed 
by Georg Jacoby. Producer, Max Pfeiffer. 
From Emmerich Kalmann’s operetta. 
Adapted by Hans Zerlett, B. E. Luthge, 
Georg Jacoby; musical direction, Hans- 
Otto Borgmann; camera, Eduard Kubat. 
At the 55th St. Cinema, N. Y., week April 
24, '35. Running time, 90 mins. 


Sylva Varescu...... eccerces Marta Eggerth 
Prince Weylersheim.........Hans Soehnker 
Count Boni Kancsianu.......... Paul Kemp 
Feri von Kerekes........... Paul Hoerbiger 
Countess Stasi von Planitz....... Inge List 
Countess Weylersheim........... Ida Wuest 
Count Weylersheim........Friedrich Ulmer 
The Commandant........Hans Junkermann 
Theatrical Manager......Edwin Juergensen 
Orchestra Leader..........+...Andor Heltai 





(In German) 


The simplicity of this Emmerich 
Kalmann operetta book is the chief 
asset of ‘Czardas Princess’ for the 
American market, and yet its chief 
deficiency. For, being an _ old- 
fashioned libretto, it’s as obvious as 
Jimmie Durante’s schnozzle, even 
making those home-made English 
titles almost unnecessary for ready 
understanding. 

It discloses some good histrionic 
moments by Marta Eggerth in the 
title role; Hans Soehnker as the 
musical comedy prince who's being 
denied his true romance with the 
music hall songstress; Paul Kemp 
2s &@ playboy count; Paul Hoerhiger 
as a man-about-town; Ida Wuest in 
a comedy dowager assignment; and 
Inge List as an engaging ingenue 
who is designed for loving the 
prince, but actually winds up paired 
off with the count. 

Kemp is an amusing zany who 
disports himself in the conven- 
tional, continental musical comedy 
fashion. He may be altogether in 
keeping with the general frivolity 
of a gay Budapest-Vienna operetta, 
but Ufa hasn’t done a good job of 
it as a film entry. Recent stand- 
ards set by the transmutation of 
stage operetta into filmusicals 
should have shown the German 
film-makers by now—based on the 
most elementary Hollywood ideas— 
just what's to be expected these 
days in the line of screen operettas. 
This being a recent Ufa produc- 
tion, there {s not even the alibi of 
age. 

It's cbhviously primed to reclaim 
some of Ufa’s fast disappearing 
prestige in the neighboring mid- 
Europa theatre belt. Ufa has thea- 
tres in Austria and Hungary, as 
well as in Germany, and these have 
been forced to buy much outside 
product. Thig forcefully non-Ger- 
manic theme, set wholly against a 
Vienna-Budapest background, and 
more or less glorifying the native 
magyar czardas, manners and cus- 
toms, ig obviously a broad com- 





Short Subjects 


‘CHIC’ SALE 
‘The Little People’ 
Animal Oddity 


9 Mins. 
Projection Room 
Metro 
Neat little story, with ‘Chie 


Sale’s characterization of the backe 
woodsman, serving to introduce seve 


eral small animals of the western, 


country. This one-reeler is & 
worthy program novelty. Clever 
way in which the animals are in- 
jected into picture takes away the 
curse of classing this as a purely 
scenic or animal novelty. Harold 
S. Bucquet directed with intelli- 
gence, 

Whole action centers around 
Sale’s efforts to protect wild crea- 
tures of the forest, first from a 
hunter and then from a youthful 
trapper. Payoff comes when Sale 
gives away his prized camera to the 
lad to ‘shoot’ pictures of the ani- 
mals instead of trapping ’em. 

Chester Lyons, cameraman on 
‘Sequoia,’ was back of the camera 
for this, which accounts for the re- 
markable wild animal shots. Pos- 
sibly some of it picked up on 
‘Sequoia’ location. Suited for any 
type of house or program. 

a 
‘FISH FROM HELL’ } a 
Scenic 1 
28 Mins. 
Rialto, N. Y. 
Marine Productior.«4 

Battles with deep sea fish make 
this a three-reel thriller above the 
ordinary. Skill and nerve required 
to land such giants as the whale, 
sword fish, tuna, shark and manta 
(devil fish) sustain the interest. 

Photographed largely from deck 
of a fishing schooner, not a bet is 
overlooked to keep the audience on 
edge throughout its length. There’s 
a struggle between a sword fish and 
aman in a small boat that is the 
ultimate in nerve-tingling entere- 
tainment. 

Plenty of clever underwater 
‘shooting’ dene by the cameraman, 
Submarine views when fisherman 
goes down to snag an octopus con- 
stitute <cnother high spot. 

Whole thing was taken off the 
Mexican coast. Wilfred Lucas did 
the dialog which accompanies the 
action and is picture’s narrator, 
doing a neat job on both. This 
long short feature might well aug- 
ment the average bill. 


CHARLEY CHASE 
‘Okay Toots’ 


Comedy 
18 Mins. 
Projection Room 
Metro 
Smooth running comedy with 


enough original stuff to lift it above 
the average run of Charley Chase 
laugh pieces. One of Metro’s new 
product, this one sets a fast pace, 
It presents a talkative Chase. In 
the past this comic has largely 
employed facial contortions and 
pantomime, but here he speaks 
volubly and the comedy lines count 
as much as the action. Which is an 
achievement in the short comedy 
field. 

Nothing unusual about the story 
until Charley expresses himself to 
his wife’s friends; i.e., to the effect 
that he wished his spouse was in 
his shoes and that he could take 
his wife’s place in the home. In his 
dream, Charley finds himself talk- 
ing like his wife and his mate 
speaking exactly like he does. Care- 
ful job of having the wife’s words 
come out of his mouth and his lan- 
guage issue from her lips makes for 
hilarious situations. It’s this twist 
alone that provides plenty of laugh- 
ter. 

A Hal Roach production with 
capable direction and a supporting 
cast that includes Jeane Roberts. 
Short looks like a valuable addition 
to most any bill, particularly one 
lacking comedy punch, 





promise to reclaim some of that lost 
territory. 

The official Ufa press book omits 
composer Kalmann’s name entirely, 
denying the non-Aryan creator of 
this work his billing, but, paradox- 
ically, emphasizing that ‘Die Csar- 
dasfurstin’ is based on the world- 
famous operetta of that name. It’s 
a certainty, of course, that in none 
Nazi territory Kalmann will per- 
force be billed for b.o. value, just 
as at the 55th St. Cinema’s engage- 
ment in New York the composer's 
name takes billing prominence over 
the cast. 

Marta Eggerth is a blonde whom 
Universal is bringing to Holly- 
wood. She has cetrain possie 
bilities. Hans Soehnker is a cone 
ventional musical comedy juve. 
Kemp, Hoerbiger and Inge List sug- 
gest fuller potentialities. Hans 
Junkermann is a vet German actor, 
but a standard hit and character 
player. Andor Heltai, maestro of 
his zigeuner band in the film, is @ 
personality who, incidentally, sug- 
gests that he, too, may be an ‘Aryan’ 
cast compromise. And, of course, 
so is George Jacoby, the director, 
who, however, isn’t denied his offi- 
clal billing. Explanation here is 
that Jacoby has a magyar-Austriam 


(Continued on page 24) 
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NOEL COWARD 








Pierenting 
NOEL COWARD 


IN HIS FIRST MOTION PICTURE 


“THE SCOUNDREL” 


Written, Directed and Produced by 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur 
A Paramount Release 





AUTHOR ° ACTOR e COMPOSER 


Most widely publicized personality in the world of literature, music and stage. 
Millions have seen the motion pictures adapted from his stage successes, among 
them “Bitter Sweet”..."Private Lives”...Design for Living”...”Cavalcade.” 
Millions more have heard his hit songs, among them “I'll Follow My Secret 
Heart”. ..“Some Day I'll Find You”...I'll See You Again.” His appearance in his 
own stage plays immediately stamps these productions as the hits of the season, 
Millions are eager to see him in his first motion picture ...“THE SCOUNDREL.” 


“THE SCOUNDREL” World Premiere RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL, New York, May 2nd 
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By Epes W. Sargent 








Dug for ‘Diggers’ 
Canton, 

Credit Wallace (Doc) Elliott, War- 
ner Bros. Alhambra, with one of the 
most ambitious exploitation cam- 
paigns in many months in connec- 
tion with the showing of the War- 
ner musical ‘Gold Diggers of 
1935’ here recently. The cam- 
paign which covered most a month 
was topped with 430 inches of free 
newspaper space in the Canton Re- 
pository in connection with local 
merchants’ advertisements. The 
space covering two weeks was 
equivalent to three full pages. This 
was in addition to extra space used 
by the theatre, a half dozen two 
column cuts on the amusement page 
in advance of the film’s opening, 
several readers and a lengthy re- 
view the day following the opening 
of the run. 

The house also distributed 6,000 
free sample envelopes of life savers, 
each bearing announcement of the 
coming of the picture, three weeks 
in advance. At Kresge’s all mirrors 
for ten days heralded the coming of 
the film and the soda fountain 
plugged special sundaes named af- 
ter stars in the picture. In the 
music department was spotted a 
large half sheet bearing stills from 
the picture and the titles of the song 
hits which were on sale at the coun- 
ter. Five other merchants dis- 
played attractive cards with stills 
in their windows. 

Street cars operating between 
Canton, Alliance and Massillon were 
bannered on both sides giving a 30 
miles radius an excellent plug. Radio 
station WHBC here aired an elec- 
trical transcription of the script in 
addition to several announcements 
daily. 





Temple Doubles 


Omaha. 

One of those looking ahead to 
future dates tie-ups was built by 
Charlie Schlaifer of the Tri-States 
corp. advertising office with Shirley 
Temple as the beneficiary. 

Arranged with the town’s leading 
department store — which habit- 
ually makes its tie-ups with the 
Brandeis theatre, Tri-States only 
downtown competitor—for a Shirley 
Temple double-finding contest. Gag 
was to have all kiddies who thought 
they resembled the Fox starlet send 
in photos for comparison, with a 
prize list as the main incentive. 
From the several hundred entries 
received judges picked thirty near- 
est resembling the cinema tot as 
the prize winners. All thirty got 
passes for the next Temple opus, 
‘Our Little Girl’ soon to be played 
at the Orpheum, and autographed 
photos of La Temple which Schlai- 
fer secured from the Fox coast of- 
fice. 

Receiving of entries and judging 
was handled by the Brandeis store, 
which features the Shirley Temple 
line of clothes, Advertised the con- 
test in their daily ads. Prize giving 
and publicity was the theatre’s part. 
In this case the Orpheum gets the 
benefit as the Temple films always 
dated there, and the new one shortly 
to be shown. 





,. 


Demonstrated 


Lynchburg. 

With everybody in town talking 
about whether or not Lynchburg 
should buy short wave radio for 
police department, Dick Eason, 
Isis manager, got in some timely ex- 
ploitation for ‘Car 99.’ 

By means of big newspaper bally- 
hoo, he urged Mayor L. E. Lich- 
ford to declare a citywide holiday 
so employes of factories and of- 
fices could go to the Isis and see the 
advantages of a police wireless in 
battling crime. 

Also printed ‘summons _ blanks’ 
similar to the parking tags used by 
the police. Stuck on automobile 
windshields, the tags ‘summoned’ 
drivers to the Isis. Reported good 
results from both schemes. 





‘Sequoia’ in Paris 
Paris. 

Metro got together 1,000 French 
boy scouts first to see ‘Sequoia’ at 
the Madeleine and then to go out 
to the Forest of Saint Germain and 
play a game based on the picture, 
under the leadership of Paul Coze, 
French chief scout. 

This type of exploitation is 
tougher here than elsewhere be- 
cause there are three scout organi- 
zations instead of just one. Scout- 
ing has a religious trend, and there 
are the Catholic scouts, the Protest- 
ant scouts and the atheist scouts or 
those who are not interested in re- 
ligion. Metro succeeded in getting 
them all together on the same stunt. 

Gang met in front of Tuileries 
Gardens and then marched to the- 
atre. Following special morning 
show Metro loaded them into Citroen 
buses and took them out to the 
woods, where Coze, who has just re- 
turned from a trip to the Rockies, 
led their game. Prestige effect is 
big because this is the first time 
all three scout federations have co- 


eperated for several years. 





Batted It Over 


Baltimore. 

For ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), Larry 
Schanberger uncorked a stunt, never 
before used around here and one 
which tied-in his pic title aptly with 
the opening of the baseball season 
here. Before the inaugural game 
began all the hometeam players were 
lined up at the home plate, a huge 
batbox labeled ‘Dynamite’ drawn up 
and each ballplayer was parceled out 
a bludgeon. 

In advance Schanberger had as- 
certained kind of willow each player 
favored, procured ’em and set stunt 
with front office of club. In that 
way he managed to slip in a mention 
of his flick on the program, also 
credit for handing out the bats. 
Since town had turned out for open- 
ing game, he reaped some publicity 
that is difficult to procure. 





Summer Is Coming 


Not quite heated up yet, but Sum- 
mer is on the way and this is the 
time to get out the crellis used last 
year or build one. It is the most 
grateful appeal in the hot days, 
particularly in the south. Best trel- 
lises are white, with green trim and 
real or artificial vines. Whichever 
is used, the leaves should be kept 
clean and dusted at least once a day. 
Outline of the trellis should be such 
that it does not block off any exit, 
the trellis coming down the sides. 
It’s worth the extra trouble to make 
an overhead trellis for the lobby 
ceiling and to run it down the side 
and back walls. Cool lighting should 
be installed in place of hot ambers, 
reds and gold. Green is good, but 
about three white bulbs shoud be 
used to each green, unless the green 
is very light. 

If a rockery with a small waterfall 
can be installed in a corner it will 
be well worth its cost. There is 
both a sight and aural appeal to 
falling water that is irresistible in 
summer. To avoid expensive plumb- 
ing try a small pump. Make the pool 
as large as possible without being 
intrusive and arrange the fall to 
keep all the rocks wet. Evaporation 
will help cool the air. 

Either the plate glass in the box 
office should be replaced with wire 
screening, or a fan provided that 
will keep the cashier cool. No one 
likes to buy tickets from a perspir- 
ing person, and many people will 


.get the idea that the house is hot 


because the girl is uncomfortable. 
Giving the place a summery air 
will sell plenty of extra tickets, but 
it must be carried out well, though 
this does not mean spending a lot 
of money. It means using the bean. 





Still Good, but— 


Boston Advertising department of 
Mullin-Pinanski theatres recently 
issued a manual on advertising by 
mail for picture houses, compiled by 
Harry Browning. It is exceptionally 
complete and still good though the 
bulk permit for city unaddressed 
mail has been rescinded. That was 
the most important part of the 
manual, and it’s all dead now, but 
there still remains plenty of good 
dope. 

One paragraph calls attention to 
an important matter. Browning 
points out that the words ‘post 
card’ or ‘private post card’ subjects 
such matter to letter postage if not 
on government post cards. With- 
out such designation matter up to 
4x9 inches is mailable at the one- 
cent rate. 





Tin Can Time 
Spartanburg, S. C. 

Concurrent wiih projecting ‘West 
Point of the Air,’ Mgr. Bob Talbert 
drew a swell publicity break for his 
Carolina house by inviting all West 
Point grads in county to be guests 
at showing of film. Result: sev- 
eral guests, all of whom attracted 
much attention, plus nice publicity 
build up, much town talk, and fact 
that grads mostly brought several 
paid patrons with them. 

Further, Talbert cooperated with 
local Civic Improvements program 
by staging a show to which an old 
bottle, tin can or other debris was 
admission price. Youngsters ganged 
the show and two truckloads of 
junk accumulated at the theatre. 





Eggs Were Tickets 


Canton, O. 
Wallace (Doc) Elliott, Warner 
Bros. Alhambra manager, turned 


over his theatre on the Saturday 
morning before Easter to the Lions 
club of Canton, for the annual egg 
matinee, permitting any child who 
brought a colored Easter Egg to 
the theatre free admission. 

The kiddies came in droves and 
Elliott was compelled to turn many 
away. 

More than 1200 colored eggs were 
collected which were distributed to 
several local welfare agencies for 
the city’s poor for Easter. 





Test for Flesh 
Providence. 


The first of a series of amateur 
nights tied-up with a local furniture 
store was held at Loew's State last 
Thursday (25) with poor turnout. 

Pian calls for 13 weeks, and 
Thursday night grosses may serve 
as an experiment for return to flesh 
at this house, Theatre is supplying 
the talent and musicians with furni- 
ture company paying air time and 
line charges as well as donating 
prizes, 

The deal was put through by 
Howard Burkhardt, Loew's man- 
ager. Air outlet is WEAN, Shepard 
Stores, 





‘Naughty’ Waltzes 
Canton. 


Ken Reid, Loew’s Canton man- 
ager, arranged with the manage- 
ment of the Little Hofbrau, ace 
night spot here, to sponsor a 
‘Naughty Marietta’ waltz contest at 
the club. It ran a full week, with 
several couples eliminated nightly 
and finals were held on the night of 
the opening of the film. 





To Boot 


Most managers are glad to be 
able to land a serial on a news- 
paper, but Hal Morrison, of the 
Strand, Dover, one of the M\&P. 
houses, got the paper interested in 
Sequoia and then dickered for a 
specified amount of advertising 
which should include the fact that 
the picture was to play his house. 
He also landed a third of a page 
of scene stills, with credit lines. 
Newspaper had more respect for 
the story when it had to pay for 
it if only in space. 





Life Began for Six 
Lincoln. 

Stunting for ‘Life Begins at 40,’ 
E. A. Patchen combed the city hall 
files for all people who were born 
during the week the picture played 
and were forty years old. Only 
six of the people born in Lincoln 
40 years ago were still here, hence 
the plug was inexpensive, but pro- 
moted plenty of talk. It so hap- 
pened that the city attorney and 
one of the town’s best known real 
estate men were eligible for the 
select half dozen. 





BEHIND 


the KEYS 





Washington, D. C. 

Development and expansion of the 
present Warner Bros. circuit in 
Washington, involving expenditures 
of nearly $1,000,000 for two new the- 
atres, announced by John J. Payette, 
general circuit manager for WB 
here. Building program calls for 
immediate construction of a theatre 
at Connecticut avenue and Newark 
street, N. W., to be called the Up- 
town, and one in Southeast, to be 
called the Penn, directly across from 
the present Avenue Grand. Thea- 
tres will be built during the summer 
for fall operation. 





Atlantic City. 

New first mortgage of $200,000 
has just been placed on the block 
containing the Warner theatre at 
Arkansas avenue and the Board- 
walk. It was negotiated through 
the Stanley Atlantic Realty Co. The 
building was recently purchased for 
$950,000 by the Stanley Co. of 
America which had been operating 
the theatre under a lease from the 
Seashore Properties Co. 

Louis Sheinholtz to handle pub- 
licity for Weilland-Lewis, operators 
of five picture houses in the resort. 





Charlotte, N. C. 

Proposal to construct a colored 
theatre two blocks from Indepen- 
dence Square, the heart of the 
Charlotte business district, is again 
before the city council. I. D. Blum- 
enthal, operator of a chain of negro 
houses in North Carolina and 
Virginia; is seeking license. Busi- 
ness interests are fighting it bitterly. 

Winthrop College, Rock Hill, 8. 
C., has appealed the ruling of the 
Carolinas code authority, declaring 
it guilty of unfair practice, to the 
appeals committee of the national 
M. P. authority. Rock Hill theatres 
charged that the college competed 
unfairly by presenting shows on 
the campus for 10c and admitting 
persons generally, while Winthrop 
students were not granted permis- 
sion to attend Rock Hill theatres. 





Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Lyric, on Pitkin Avenue, now in 
hands of George D. Stamatis, who 
will relight this month. 





Cleveland, O. 
Dolly Theatres, local chain, have 
bought the New Granada, equipped 
to accomodate 2,400. House has been 
much handied recentiy, first by 
RKO and last by Sevelle Theatres. 
FE. Stutz will manage. 





Ocean City, Md. 
Mrs. Sadie E. Adams has re- 
opened the Capitol under the man- 
agement of Clarance Carey, 





Watertown, N. Y. 
Palace, Strand, Liberty and Vic- 
toria fighting $125 a year city li- 
cense fee, contending they should 
not be required to pay as much as 
the larger Avon and Olympic. 





Onawa, Ia. 
Mrs. Ella Stipp has disposed of 
all her interest in the Tekemah the- 
atre here and has bought the Ida 
Grove theatre of Harry G. Day and 
will take over its management. 





Los Angeles. 

Wilshire, Santa Monica, has been 
opened by Harry Beldon, after be- 
ing dark for months. Policy is first 
and second run pix, with Bob Wells 
managing. 

Tom Soriero named manager of 
the Fox, Florence, replacing J. D. 
L'Esperance, shifted to the United 
Artists, Long Beach. 


Charlotte, N. C. 








Publix-Bamford theatre at Ashe- 
ville has been named Lyric. Carl 


Bamford, general manager, expects 
the formal opening June 15. 

Graham theatre, Graham, de- 
stroyed by fire several weeks ago, 
moved into an old theatre site in 
the same block and continued busi- 
ness on a temporary basis, with but 
a few days’ delay. 





Anamosa, Ia. 
Niles theatre, damaged to the ex- 
tent of $25,000 by fire last week, is 
to be rebuilt immediately. 





Andover, N. Y. 

Announcement has been made 
that Harold E. Wolf has leased the 
Andover theatre. Picture presenta- 
tions. 

Detroit. 

Richards Theatres, Inc., has taken 
over the Jefferson theatre. 

R. H. Anderson has reopened the 
Park at Grand Rapids. 

Star, Williamson, recently opened 
by Abbott Bowers, has been closed. 

Star, Nashville, has been reopened 
by the business men of the com- 
munity in hopes that business will 
be attracted to that town. 

Walter Fisher has reopened the 
Playhouse at Whitehall. 

Bert Silver of Greenville an- 
nounces that his present theatre 
would be torn down to be supplanted 
by a modern new 600-seat theatre, 
known as the Silver Family. 

Art, Detroit, reopened by Charley 
Wolfe. 

Thomas D. Moule, many years an 
executive with the Kunsky-Trendle 
interests, opens theatre for himself. 
etal took over the Plaza, De- 
troit. 





Boston. 
Boulevard, Revere, Mass., indie 


house, reopened. 





Bronx, N. Y. 

Managerial shake-up in the 
houses of the Leff-Myers Circuit 
now finds the following lineup: A. 
Schwartzkopf, manager of the Lido; 
Gus Birnbaum, De Luxe; J. Frei- 
man, Freeman; Abe Ludacer, Tow- 
er, and George Abramson, Radio. 

B. Brodie, Harlem theatre opera- 
tor, has reopened the long-dark 
Stadium. House was dropped some 
time ago by the Manhattan Circuit. 
Springfield, O. 

Thomas A. Bellamy in charge of 
new Fairbanks Theatre orchestra, 
here, playing first three days of 
week under new policy. 

Dan Fitch Minstrels here (28, 29 
and 30) inaugurated stage-screen 
policy for first half of week. 








Hollywood, 
Mirror theatre is being unshuit- 
tered May 1 for an indefinite run 
of the war picture, ‘The Big Drive,’ 
House has been leased by A. L. 
Rule in conjunction with local post 
of American Legion. 





Canton, 
tecant theatre changes include: 

Sremen at Premen transferred to 
Kissling Nixon; Odeon t Ada 
transferred to W. R. Rhodes by N. 
H. Gerson; Lyton and Rialto at 
Zelleyvue transferred to Shelby 
Theatre Corp.; Ottowa at Ottowa 
transferred to C., P. Point. 

Lion, new house at Port Clinto, 
has been opened and the Columbia 
at Coldwater and the Crescent at 
Minster are now dark. 


St. John, N. B. 


New managers at Mayfair and 
Mainstreet (Franklin & Herschorn), 
Mitchell Franklin, of Ottawa, Ont., 
son of J. M. Franklin, head of the | 


firm, has taken over the Mayfair 
(Continued on page 45) 


Circus Outfit 


Manager whose patrons respond 
strongly to the appeal of the circus 
has a lobby display which has been 
used with success on three different 
occasions and is still good. It was 


made for him by a local awning 
maker, who dug up part of an old 
tent. The min piece is tailored to 
permit it to i:ise in the center and 
has a stout ring sewn to the middle 
on the side away from the spectator. 
There is a small pulley permanent- 
ly fixed in the ceiling. with another 
in a corner of the lobby. To use a 
small rope with a snap hook is run 
through these pulleys and the cloth 
is hoisted to the ceiling, with tie-off 
eyelets to hold the edges. In addi- 
tion pieces have been made for the 
side walls and to fit over the en- 
trance doors, so that it gives a good 
Suggestion of the main top. 

There is a ‘main entrance’ strip 
which replaces the usual valance 
and also a canvas which fastens to 
the four corners of the marquee 
roof and is hoisted by a rope let 
down from the vertical sign, with 
spots to light this outside tent at 
night. Rope is used as support for 
a dozen bright pennants. The box 
office has a red wagon false front 
with a pair of real wheels, and there 
are several bunches of white lights 
for the inside of the tent. 

Outfit packs compactly and can 
be put up or taken down in less than 
an hour. Lighter cloth can be used 
when an old circus canvas is not 
available. 

Sawdust was used on the lobby 
floor the first time, but it is perma- 
nently out, since it tracks the car- 
pets. For the same reason peanuts 
are out, in spite of the atmosphere 
they provide. 





Ringing the Changes 


Usually a change of pace is de- 
sirable, but sometimes holding to a 
basic idea and ringing the changes 
on that will work even better. In 
one medium sized shopping center 
most of the town has been worked 
up over an aquarium in a pet store, 
It’s used for the display of new fish 
and has attractiveness in its own 
right. One day a manager per- 
suaded the storekeeper to let him 
put a sign in the tank. He used a 
large sheet of glass on which he 
painted his announcement keeping 
the lower line well away from the 
bottom. This was provided with a 
foot at each end, buried in the sand 
at the bottom of the tank. People 
gathered in front to wonder what 
was holding the letters up since the 
glass was invisible. Snails used to 
keep the glass clean spoiled the 
effect now and then, but not much, 

Gag worked so well that the man- 
ager bought a small sailboat at the 
dimery and painted the sail] for the 
next attraction. This was dropped 
into the tank and people wondered 
why the boat neither rose to the top 
nor sank to the botton. Answer wags 
that it was anchored for and aft by 
weights tied to a couple of long 
blonde hairs which were practically 
invisible. Ship’s bouyancy kept it 
from sinking and the anchors kept 
it from rising. 

Next week the back of the tank 
apparently was painted with a full 
sized announcement for another pic- 
ture. Peop'e trooped into the store 
to know if the paint affected the 
fish. They were not told that the 
sign was back of and outside the 
tank painted on a separate sheet of 
glass. It’s getting to the point 
where people pass the store just to 
see what's being done, which is 
good for both store and theatre. 





Accident Prevention 
Tike most circuits. the M.&P. 
theatres, Boston, send out a bulletin 
service to house managers with 
suggestions on exploiting in gen- 
eral or certain pictures in particu- 


lar. A recent departure is the ad- 
dition of a special sheet on avoid- 
ing accidents, sent out from time 
to time. Same style of mimeo- 


graphed sheet, but definite subject 
matter. 

Second sheet dealt with theatre 
stairs and worn treads, with the 
suggestion that worn edges can be 
moved so that the bad spots are 
now against the riser, where they 
ean do no harm. Sheet three was 
| on poorly lighted houses as a cause 
of accidents. Other circuits have 
issued special warnings but not, ap- 
parently, as part of a reguiar ser- 
vice. It’s a good idea, and passed 
along. 


Coffee for Nerves 

Pittsburgh. 
Alvin has a tie-up with Break- 
| fast Cheer coffee in connection with 
‘Bride of Frankenstein,’ which 
opens here Friday (3). According 
to heralds, patrons will need coffee 
to calm their nerves before and 
after seeing horror flicker so there'll 
| be an attendant in the lounge all 
| week dishing out Breakfast Cheer 
l free of charge. 





TS NREL eons oe 


ES Meee, pu 


PR nee TH 

















oe OIA ee AP 





sete basa 








| GOR COBO E AD  S 


Pages pre 


he tage rose 











5 


y 1, 193 


- 


Wednesday, Ma 








WARIETY 








20 


CREEP Oo ere ae 

















A TT © A RT a 








~ ee rae 











Broadway & 47th: St. 


aaa 


ee 


ac 














Wednesday, May 1, 1935 





Pri radmres 





21 


VARIETY 








ANTI-FILM, TAX 
BILLS FAIL T0 
PASS IN MINN. 


Minneapolis, April 30. 

Minnesota theatres have escaped 
for the present at least, a state tax 
of 1-3c on admissions, in addition 
to a 3% sales tax. Gov. F. B. Olson's 
veto of the Omnibus tax bill with 
the admission tax provision saved 
the day for the showhouses. How- 
ever, a special session of the legis- 
lature to enact some tax bill prob- 
ably will be found necessary later 
and, if so, theatres undoubtedly will 
be hit. Originally the plan had been 
to tax theatre admissions 10%, but 
Northwest Allied States succeeded 
in defeating this proposal. 

In vetoing the tax bill, Gov. Olson 
took occasion to declare that amuse- 
ments are a necessity and not a 
luxury. 

Two other bills affecting the film 
industry failed to pass before the 
adjournment of the legislature. 
These were an anti-block booking 
and an anti-preferred playing date 
measure. The former had passed 
the lower house and Northwest Al- 
lied States, backing the bills, had 
been hopeful that both bills would 
go through on special orders, 


URGES CONTESTS FOR 
ASST. THEATRE MGRS. 


Kditor VARIETY: 

Radio and amateur contests seem 
to be sweeping the country and a 
number of talented young men and 
women are cashing in, some obtain- 
ing positions at their chosen profes- 
sions. These contests are great 
things and I give the sponsors all] 
the credit due them for helping 
these youngsters along. 

But what of the poor assistant 
managers of theatres? Why not 
some sort of contest to help them 
display talent and obtain better 
positions? 

Being one of the hardest business 
professions to break into, it wr id 
be a very noble thing if the big t8-- 
atre executives would sponsor such 
a contest whereby full-fledged man- 
agerial positions would be offered 








winners. 
They would no doubt discover 
some wonderful material as many 


assistants have education, training, 
capability and up-to-the-minute ex- 
ploitation ideas. 

In this way, many young men who 
have given years of faithful and 
capable service would see their ef- 
forts rewarded. 

Louis C. Shimon, 
Assistant Manager. 
Garden Theatre, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


‘Informer’ Follows 


‘Scoundrel’ Into M. H. 


The Music Hall has set RKO 
Radio’s ‘The Informer’ to follow 
‘The Scoundrel’ (Par), which opens 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Bob Sisk Game on with “The In 
former’ print to set the advertising 
campaign on it. Probably will shove 
back for the Coast before the end 
of the week. 


Balto’s 1st Shutdown 


Baltimore, April 30. 

Milton Caplan last week shuttered 
his downtown small subsequenter, 
Dixie, giving Balto its first darkened 
picture house in something like five 
years. Throughout depresh biz has 
waxed warm and chilled alternately 
for both first-run loom houses and 
nabes of all descriptions, but during 
that time that all available theatres 
were operating. Balto has always 
believed it was only key city in 
sountry with such a situash. 

The Dixie, now that Caplan has 
entirely relinquished it, may be re- 
furbished and reopened as a news- 
reel and cartoon showhouse; would 
be the first shorts-only spot here. 





Dot Farley in Shorts 
Hollywood, April Jv. 
Dot Farley signed a Radio con- 
ivact for ‘Average Man’ series of six 
Edgai 





S With Kenned 





ASK INJUNCTION IN 
UPSTATE UNION FIGHT 


N. Y., April 30. 

Applications for permanent 
junctions to restrain Local 
(operators) of IATSE from 
picketing the Empire and Rivoli 
theatres were made before Supreme 
Court Justice Frank J. Cregy Satur- 
day (27) and hearings were set for 
today (Tuesday). 

Show cause orders were obtained 
by Empire Fitzer Corp., which op- 
erates the Empire, and _  Fitzer 
Amusement company, operating the 
Rivoli. Mitchel Fitzer is president 
of both. 

Judgment for $10,000 against the 
unions also is sought in both cases, 
according to the applications filed 
by Lionel O. Grossman, attorney. 

The picketing and subsequent 
court action is the result of the two 
theatres shifting their labor agree- 
ments from the defendant American 
Federation of Labor union to the 
Independent Moving Picture Opera- 
tors Union of North America. 

According to the affidavit, the 
theatres formerly had labor agree- 
ments with the IATSE for motion 
picture operators and stage em- 
ployes. On April 20 last, the thea- 
tres entered into an agreement with 
the independent union. Five days 
later, according to the affidavit, 
picketing was started. 

Local 376 claims that eight of its 
operators have been ‘locked out’ of 
the two theatres, and that two 
union stage hands employed previ- 
ously at the Empire have been left 
jobless by Fitzer’s recognition of 
the independent organization. 

Fitzer’s answer is that the older 
union’s insistence upon the employ- 
ment of two stage hands and a high 
salary scale left him no alternative. 

By replacing the Local 376 men at 
the Rivoli, he is said to have cut his 
booth payroll from $138 to $90, while 
the Empire booth reduction is said 
to have meant an added saving of 
$50 a week. In addition, under his 
new union contract, he is not re- 
quired to employ stage hands, 


Capitol, N. Y., Gets 


‘Dance’ From Warner 


Syracuse, 
in- 
376 


the 


‘Go Into Your Dance’ (Jolson- 
Keeler), for which the Music Hall 
had approached Warners, has been 
sold to the Capitol for a probable 
two-week engagement, opening 
Friday (3). Abe Lyman orch will 
be on the stage. , 

As result of this booking, WB will 
not reopen the Warner right now. 
Prior to Cap booking, intention was 
to reopen the house with ‘G Men.’ 
That picture opens at the Strand 
tonight (Wednesday) instead. 


Par Ops to Fla. 


Frank Freeman, Par’s’ theatre 
head, and Tom Varnon of the h.o. 
operating department, left Thurs- 


day night (25) for Florida to con- 
fer with E. J. Sparks on general 
matters and look over situation. 
Home office duo will visit both 
Jacksonville and Miami 


Goldberg Heads Merged 
F, D. and Maj. Exchanges 


Lee L. Goldberg, secretary of Big 
Feature Rights Corp., Louisville, 
has taken charge of the merged 
First Division and Majestic Film 
exchanges in Cincinnati. Interested 
with him are Col. Fred Levy, presi- 
dent of Big Feature Rights, and 
Maurice Chase. 

A. H. Kaufman, Indianapolis, has 
been appointed sales manager of 
Louisville office, with Jos, Goldberg 
and Israel Laudau continuing as of- 
fice manager and shorts manager, 
respectively. Big Feature Rights 
Corp. has been serving Kentucky 
and Tennessee theatres for 20 years. 





Russ Moon’s New Biz 


For many years with Paramount, 
RKO and Fox, latter the past two 
years at the home office, Russel 


B. Moon has gone into business for 
himself, novelty ad- 
vertising and printing for 
distributors, He hasa 
Frank Branden 
hig connections 


establishing a 
service 
San a 
who will continue 


with the 
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out of Chicago, today (Tuesday) | 
cancelled all future stage shows un- 
til further notice because of the 
continued trolley car strike and 
rioting. Goes to straight pictures 
until conditions become settled. 

House was a three-day vauds 

ind, Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
|'day, for five-act shows. Occasion- | 
ally, I has 


7 





Playing Safe 





Hollywood, April 30. 

Joe Riley, police chief at the 
Fox Westwood studio, has been 
doubly smitten by the muses 
but he’s still headman of the 
flatfoots. After taking a crack 
at thesping in ‘Black Sheep’ 
the top gendarme followed 
through a writing yen and 
turned up with ‘Police Parade,’ 
which the studio likes. 

But he’s seen too many of 
them come and go to give up a 
sure thing for a spec. 











P. 0. DEPT BARS 
‘BANK NITE 
MATTER 


Washington April 30. 
Exhibitors are barred from send- 
ing advertisements for ‘bank night’ 
through the mails, Post Office De- 
partment has ruled following re- 
quests from postmasters through- 
out sections where this stunt is 





used. 
Government takes the attitude 
that ‘bank night’ is a form of 


gambling and lottery, citing regu- 
lations against mailing of anything 
relating to chance and threatening 
to invoke penalties if newspapers 
plugging these attractions go 
through postal channels. 

No general announcement has 
been made, but whenever matter 
has been brought to department’s 
attention this attitude has been re- 
vealed. 


SUNDAY BLUE LAWS 
BACK IN TRENTON, N. J. 


Trenton, April 30. 
Less than two years after Trenton 
voted overwhelmingly in favor of 
Sunday film and sports, and within 


six months after Sunday liquor sale 
was legalized by referendum, voters 
here went to the polls last Tuesday 
to elect a nine-man City Council 
and without knowing it voted them- 
selves right back into a strictly 
closed Sabbath. 

Election of the Rev. Oscar W. 
Henderson, prominent member of 
the Trenton Ministerial Union and 
arch foe of liberal Sunday ob- 
servance, as one of the nine council- 
men to henceforth guide the city’s 
destinies, is responsible for the un- 
usual turn of events. The minister, 
who received one of the largest 
votes among the nine successful 
candidates out of a field of 134 
aspirants, is slated to be named 
Mayor of Trenton when the Coun- 
cil is sworn into office May 14. The 
Reverend was the only independent 
candidate to win a place on the 








Council, the other eight being af- 
filliated with either the Good Gov- 
ernment League slate or the 


Public Employes Ticket. To avoid 
conflict, it has been decided among 
the councilmen to name the Rev. 
Henderson as Mayor. 

One of the minister's first acts as 
Mayor, it is expected, will be to re- 
store the blue laws to the statute 
books of the city, closing theatres 
on Sundays and prohibiting sports 
and liquor sales on the Sabbath. 
When Trenton campaigned for the 
opening of films on Sundays the 
Ministerial Union waged a bitter 
battle to prevent it, but lost. The 
Union also met defeat in attempting 
to prohibit Sunday Hquor sale and 
sports events. 


Trolley Strike Pushes 





Acts Out of Par, Omaha 





Omaha, April 80. 


Paramount theatre here, booked 


ve + 
ever, it 


been a full- 
attraction came 


a 


~ Mount. Assets at 


Sale of Fox Midland and Rocky 


$790,000 Ordered 


| InK. C. by Referee in Bankruptcy 


| Kansas City, April 30. 
An order of sale of the assets of 

the Fox Midland and Fox Rocky 

Mountain theatre companies to Na- 


tional Theatres Corp. for $790,000 
each was signed Friday (26) by 
Fred S. Hudson, referee in bank- 


ruptcy, who set May 4 as the date 
of transfer. 

Reorganization of the two theatre 
chains, which had only awaited the 
action of the referee in bankruptcy, 
who had expected to make his final 
order earlier in the week, was 
stopped by a last minute move on 


the part of attorneys representing 
minor clients, who claimed to own 
stock in General Theatres Equip- 


ment, Inc., and who alleged that it 
was caused to lose control of Fox 
Film Corp. through support of its 


WAUKEE DROPS 
DUAL FEATURES 





Milwaukee, April 30, 

Dual bills are doomed in this town 
after June 1. 

An open meeting of exhibitors 
here brought in 70, representing 90 
theatres, and all agreed to quit 
double features as of June 1 pro- 
vided that 90% of the exhibitors in 
the town sign an agreement, now 
making the rounds. 

Without waiting for the deal to 
be set, Sax Theatres dropped double 
features last Sunday (28) and has 
launched a single feature program 
again. Downtown houses are join- 
ing in the campaign. 


PENNSY INDIE ORG. 
JOINS ALLIED STATES 


Philadelphia, April 30. 

The Independent Exhibitors Pro- 
tective Association has voted unani- 
mously to join Allied States. 

Ben Golder, president, presided at 
the meeting, and Sidney Samuelson, 
Allied prexy, was principal speaker 
and answered pertinent questions. 


Earle, Allentown, Wins 
Right to Resume Op. 


Fuston, Pa., April 30. 

Temporary injunction issued by 
Judge R. W. Iobst, restraining the 
Earle, Allentown, from operating 
under a lease of the Security Trust 
of Emaus was dissolved last week 
at a final hearing. Max Korr, man- 
ager of the Earle, reopened immedi- 
ately. Only witnesses called were 
Walter Vincent, of Wilmer and 
Vincent, and Louis N. Goldsmith, 
secretary-treasurer of the A. H. 
Boyd Enterprises, Inc. 

Vincent testified that the Earle 
theatre building had been leased to 
the Penn-Allen Amuse. Co, in Sep- 
tember, 1933, that reat had been 
} :id regujJarly, and that the com- 
pan, he represe .te.’, the Penn -Al- 
len, had opposed the lease to 
the new management because he 
claimed the policies would not be 








in keeping with those generally 
used by theatres in the midtown 
section, as the theatre intended to 


run ‘third-rate’ pictures at reduced 
prices. Judge Iobst replied to this, 
‘To me a first-rate picture is often 
a third-rate picture.’ 

Goldsmith testified that if the 
Earle were permitted to operate, 
it would mean a reduction in box 
office receipts in other theatres. 
Judge Iobst held that was not suf- 
ficlent reason to make the injunc- 
tion permanent and dissolved the 
| temporary injunction. 





Metro’s Champ Arrives 
Hollywood, April 80. 
Anita Kurtin, New York winner 
f Metro’s traveling studio screen 
test contest, arrived here last week 
inder contract to the studio. 





She'll go into the studio’s school 
getting an 


° 


| S0e three 
laseteonment 


months before 


;securities in the declining stock 
market. 
The petition alleged various 


charges of stock manipulation and 
gave the history of the case through 
the control of various companies. It 
also stated that 58% of the National 
Theatres is owned by the Chase Na- 
tional Bank of New York and 42% 
by the Fox Film Corp. 

U. S. Judge Albert L. Reeves 
halted the action of the sale for two 
days, but vacated his order and the 
sale was immediately ordered. Rep- 
resentatives of Chas? National have 
been here settling with creditors of 
the regional Fox chains and acquir- 
ing assignments Most important 
settlement was the remainder on 
the sale to the Fox interests in 1929 
of the chain of houses developed by 
M. B. Shanberg. Of the original 
purchase price of $3,476,888 there 
was still due $478,214. This is said 
to have been paid with accrued in- 
terest waived. While the sale price 
in each chain was fixed at $790,000, 


claims differed. Those of the Mid- 
land circuit totaled $3,120,735.28. The 
dividend or disbursement to credi- 
tors will be about 214%. 


20% Settlement 


For the Rocky Mountain chain 
the creditors will receive approxi- 
mately 20% on their unsecured 
claims of $4,026,774.83. While some 
of the assignments are reported to 
have been given on a rather nominal 
basis, Shanberg had the advantage 
of some 60 theatres being named as 
a specific security on the notes held 
in the old deal. Theatres included 
in the assets of the two Fox chains 
are mcstly in Missouri, Kansas, Ne- 
braska, and the various Rocky 
Mountain states. Included are these 


Kansas City theatres: Plaza, Up- 
town, Apollo, Isis, Gladstone, Lin- 
wood, Warwick, Rockhill, ista, 


Waldo and Lincoln. Sale agreement 
provides that the purchaser shall 
also pay various administration and 
court costs. Among fees so included 
in the Rocky Mountain chain are 
$20,000 to the receiver, $53,500 at- 
torneys fees and $8,000 referee fee. 
Additional fees In the sox Midland 
chain administration over the same 
two-year period included $15,000 to 
the receiver, $20,000 attorney fees 
and $8,000 referee fees. 

During the court hearing Judge 
Reeves had to figure out the Fox 
Theatre family tree as it related to 
the Kansas City properties. General 
Theatre Equipment, Inc., originally 
owned control of Fox Films, which 
in turn owned the Wesco corpora- 
tion, whose assets included the Fox 
West Coast Theatre company, which 
owned the Fox Rocky Mountain 
Theatre company, which owned the 
Fox Midland Theatre company, and 
which like the others, had its own 
subsidiaries. 
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VARIETY 








E’VE been peeking again. Just for 

fun we looked over the headlines 
in the trade press since this season 
started. It’s the same sweet story. 
M-G-M hits predominate again in the 
news from the nation’s box-offices. And 
we've got a little secret for you. Another 
Lionized entertainment is on the way. 
Watch for it! Start talking it up now! 
“NO MORE LADIES” starring 
JOAN CRAWFORD and ROBERT 
MONTGOMERY. It's smart to be 


Lionized ! 





Wednesday, May 1, 1935 
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GTP and Duovac 





(Continued from page 5) 
Erpi’s acts, Vocafilm had to give 
way. 

Additionally, he testified to a 
meeting he had in the Union League 
club, some time in 1929, with J. E 
Otterson, president of Erpi, and 
Adolph Zukor, president of Para- 
mount. Hochreich testified Zukor 
offered him a job as head of the 
Par sound department in the stu- 
dios at that meeting and that Hoch- 
reich agreed to that proposition pro- 


viding Par bought 
He stated that this was not con- 
summated because Erpi advised 


Paramount that to do this would 
be in violation of an agreeinent with 
Erpi. 

General Talking 
Duovac Radio Corp. opened their 
final drive in U. §S. District court 
before Judge John P. Nields for a 
permanent anti-trust injuction 
against American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co., Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., and Western Elec- 
tric, to end ERPI’s policies in the 
deForest (GTP) warfare with WE 
over the recording and reproducing 
equipment business in the picture 
industry. 

Samuel E. Darby, chief plaintiff's 
counsel, spent the week with a bunch 
of witnesses, including producers, 
distributors and exhibitors, all tes- 
tifying as to alleged monopolistic 
practices of ERPI in its licensing 
requirements, enforced repair and 
inspection charges, exclusive dis- 
trib contracts, and other practices 
on which Judge Nields issued a 
temporary injunction against the 
defendants in 1932. 

This lineup of witnesses was met 
by George F.. Hurd, defense counsel, 
with a steady line of objections 
which finally brought him to a ver- 
bal slugfest with Darby. Hurd was 
persistently overruled. He took 
blanket objections and noted excep- 
tions on blocks of testimony that 
required hours to get into the rec- 
ord. 

Among the witnesses produced by 
Darby were Elias M. Loew, exhibi- 
tor, of Boston; Edward G. Levy, 
counsel for the Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners Association of Connec- 
ticut; Charles W. Picquet, exhib., of 
Pinehurst, N. C.; Harry Perlman, 
New York exhib; John Miller, of 
Brunswick Radio Co. a Warner 
subsid.: William Jessop, of Yoost 
Circuit; Samuel Fein, general man- 
ager of Yoost Circuit; Samuel Le- 
bow, service manager of the circuit; 
David Garrison Berger, N. Y. at- 
torney; Henry D. Behr, formerly of 
Paramount-Publix; Max Weiss, for- 
merly of Artclass Pictures and Art- 
class Film Exchange; Joseph Silver, 
former Duovac tube salesman; Na- 
than Goldman, v.p. of Duovac since 
19338; Walter K. Pettus, former 
ERPI engineer, later with Fox; 
Leon Britton, independent producer, 
and Joseph Stack, v.p. of GTP and 
v.p. and treasurer of International 
Variety and Theatrical Agency, 
New York. 

The Legal Battery 

Darby was relieved in the exami- 
nation of witnesses by Ephraim 
Berliner, of New York. Local asso- 
ciate of plaintiff's counsel is For- 
mer Judge Hugh M. Morris, who sat 
in much of the previoug lItigation 
between these parties. 

Hurd is assisted by C. M. Brace- 
len and John H. Ray, of New York, 
and Arthur Logan, of Wilmington. 
Testimony resumes today (Tues- 
day) and legalers say two weeks 
more will not be enough. Courtroom 
is wired for sound with a portable 
projection room beside the bench 
and a screen at the rear. Short 
subjects, including Popeye, were on 
in a night session. 

Before calling his early wit- 
nesses, Darby read a long deposi- 
tion from Abel Cary Thomas, at- 
torney for Stanley-Warner, which 
is out of the present trial, having 
settled with the defendant com- 
panies. The deposition charged 
KRPI with all the restrictive meas- 
ures brought out in testimony, and 
cited the ERPI ‘tying agreements’ 
and contractual letters, with which, 
it is contended, ERPI bottled up 
the equipment business by forcing 
exhibs to use their equipment ex- 
clusively. The ERPI contracts in- 
clude allegedly exclusive arrange- 
ments with producers and the E. 


Pictures and 


C. Mills musie organization 
(ASCAP), under which the pro- 
ducers’ pictures would be shown 


only on ERPI equipment. 

In connection with the deposition, 
Darby offered in evidence all the 
contracts, contractual letters and 
agreements. Darby has_ several 


hundred exhibs, including copies of 
trade paperg carrying stories of ex- 


out Vocafilm. | 








hibitor discussion over ERPI re- 
strictive regulations on replacing 
parts with equipment of other com- 
panies. The papers were accepted 
in evidence only after a ruling in 
the Danbury Hatters case was 
hashed over at length. They were 
intended to show only that the is- 
sue was being discussed publicly 
at the time. 

Before the opening, Hurd moved 
to amend the defendants’ answer to 
the charges by including the state- 
ment that Duovac has gone into 
bankruptcy since the action was 
started and is not entitled to in- 
junctive relief. This was allowed 
over Darby's objection and Hurd 
moved to keep a separate record of 
the proceedings affecting Duovac, 
which manufactured tubes used in 
projectors. The Duovac testimony 
may be segregated later. Darby 
argued Duovac may resume busi- 
ness promptly ‘after these ills are 
removed.’ He did not explain the 
ills. 

Darby’s Backgrounding 


Darby outlined the background 
of the case in his opening arg - 
ment, emphasizing the following 
points: deForest exhibited the first 
talker (disc) at the Rivoli theatre, 
N. Y., in April, 1923, and Western 
Electric’s first was in 1926. In 1925 
WE gave a nine-month option cn 
its equipment service to a Mr. Rich, 
who made a deal with Warner Bros. 
June 25, 1925, and with WE the 
same year. 


April 10, 1926, WE made a deal 
with Vitaphone, the latter to take 
2,400 installations at $16,000 each or 
a total of $38,400,000 by 1931 or for- 
feit its rights to WE. Aug. 5, 1926, 
‘Don Juan’ was. produced with 
Barrymore and between that time 
and January, 1927, everything was 
disc. Prior to 1926 Lee de Forest 
had experimented with sound-on- 
film with Dr. Case, but had split 
with the latter, who had joined Fox, 
forming Fox-Case, which on Dec. 
31, 1926, became a licensee of WE. 

Western and Vitaphone split, the 
‘Termination Agreement’ was 
drawn, and ERPI organized in De- 
cember, 1926. Under an _  agree- 
ment effective April 22, 1927, ERPI 
got Vitaphone’s rights. The ASCAP 
agreement went into effect Sept. 5, 
1927, tying up music. In May, 1928, 
producers’ agreements were started 
by ERPI 

Thomas, in the deposition, named 
several instances of ERPI regula- 
tions costing exhibs large sums. He 
included the opinion that a year’s 
production of pictures would be im- 
possible without music from some 
of the interests covered in the E. 
Cc. Mills-ASCAP agreement. 

Lowe testified ERPI agents told 
him GTP equipment was ‘falling 
apart’ and that if his theatres con- 
tinued to use it he would become 
embroiled in patent suits. Picquet 
also quoted ERPI agents along this 
line. Perlman testified an ERPI 
agent quoted him a price of $15,000 
for an installation. 

Miller presented the results of an 
equipment cost survey he conducted 
for Brunswick Radio to compare 
ERPI equipment and replacement 
prices, which the survey shoved to 
be much higher than those quoted 
by independent manufacturers, Hurd 
raised a mass of objections to this 
testimony. 

Darby got his teeth into the real 
charges against ERPI when he got 
Fein on the stand from the Yoost 
Circuit. Fein said ERPI engineers 
removed Duovac tubes from equip- 
ment in a Yoost theatre and 
‘clipped’ the tubes, ending their use- 
fulness. Jessop, a Yoost technician, 
supplemented this testimony with 
the statement the Duovac tubes 
worked as well as ERPI’s though 
costing less. 

Lebow brought out an instance in 
which ERPI engineers told him they 
would have to send a piece of equip- 
ment to Chicago at a cost of $56 
though the repairs could be made 
in a few minutes for 10c. 

Other Evidence 


An effort to produce a series of 
shorts with Nick Kenny and Louis 
Sobel, columnists, starring Flo 
Ziegfeld and Texas Guinan, was 
described by Berger, who charged 
the project failed because of ERPI's 
exclusive contracts. 

Berger said he shot one short at 
Standard Sound Studios, on East 
38th street, N. Y., on credit, with the 
understanding the others would be 
shot there if approved for release. 

Carl Laemmle, Jr., of Universal, 
approved the short, he testified, but 
Universal refused to release the 
series unless they were made at an 
ERPI studio at a $500 extra charge 
per reel. This, Berger testified, was 


due to Universal's releasing agree- 
ments with ERPI. The cost at 
ERPI's Eastern Sound Studios, Inc., 
was $800 a day compared with $250 
a day at Standard Sound Studios 


and the project was dropped, he 
testified. 
Behr told his experience with 


Paramount-Publix, which had about 
800 machines. All indie equipment 


of the legal department, he said. He 
cited instances of breakdowns which 
projection operators were ‘invari- 
ably able’ to repair before ERPI en- 
gineers arrived. On cross-examina- 
tion, Hurd hammered at the word 
‘invariably’ hut made little progress. 

Weiss, whose home is at Flushing 
Heights, L. I., narrated the experi- 
ences of Artclass Pictvres, now de- 
funct. Under a deal with M. A. 
Schlessinger, of GTP, he said, he 
and his brother produced ‘Un- 
masked,’ ‘Her Unborn Child,’ and 
‘Pleasant Sin’ (later ‘Damaged 
Love’) at the GTP studios, but were 
unable to get releases either through 
Joe Weil, of Universal or Jack 
Cohn, of Columbia because of the 
ERPI contracts. 

Weiss also testified Lee Shubert 
told him he would tot allow pictures 
to be made of any of his plays ex- 
cept on ERPI equipment. Hurd 
brought up the fact Behr has a suit 
for $3,000,000 damages against the 
defendants in New York. Behr also 
testified ERPI was slow giving in- 
structions and diagrams of equip- 
ment to the booth operators. 

Silver, who said he sold Duovac 
tubes to 1,000 theatres, testified that 
wherever he went exhibitors told 
him they could not use the tubes 
because of ERPI contracts. ERPI, 
he said, changed its tubes once so 
Duovac tubes would burn out when 
used in their place. 

Britton said his independent pro- 
ductions were refused release by 
Universal Film Corp. and Jack Cohn 
of Columbia because of the ERPI 
agreements. 

When he was an ERPI engineer, 
testified Pettus, he received instruc- 
tions to remove from ERPI equip- 
ment any apparatus that was not 
manufactured by his company. A 
company bulletin on this was of- 
fered in evidence by Darby over 
Hurd's objection. 





Col.’s 75c Divvy 


Columbia Pictures has declared 
its regular quarterly dividend of Tic. 
per share on the company’s preferred 
stock, payable June 1, to stockhold- 
ers of record as of May 15, 1935. 
Board declared the dividend at a 
meeting held Friday (26). 

This is the 25th consecutive 
quarterly dividend of the company. 





Judgments 


(First namé is that of debtor; judg- 
ment taker and amount follows) 

Caesar Theatre Corp. and Mitchell L. 
Erlanger; National City Bank of N. Y.; 


$217,218. 
A. I. Erlanger Realty Corp. 
Mitchell L. Erlanger; $181,382. 
Veronica Stage Costumes, Inc., an 
Yermie G. Stern; I. Gladstone; $1,355. 


4d 


Incorporations 


NEW YORK 
Albany. 


Planeloop Amusement Corp.; amuse- 
ment devices of all kinds; capitai stock, 
100 shares; no par value. Ruth L. Sand- 
man, 8100 Brighton Third street; Jos. 
Wechter, 453 New Lots avenue, and Mil- 
ton A. Ritter, 8217 Bay parkway, all of 
Brooklyn. 


National Aute Racing Syndicate, Inc.; 
public and private amusements; capital 
stock, 200 shares; no par value. FEirnes- 
tine A. Kuhns, Samuel W. Fried and 
John J. O'Connell, all of 238 Broadway, 
New York, 

Photo-Record AppHance Corp., 
ham; pictyre business; capital 
$100,000. Abraham Braslow, 
Rothenberg and Betty Podolsky, 
1 Fourth avenue, Mount Vernon, 

Park Circle Theatre Corp.; picture 
business; capital stock, 100 shares; no 
par value. Ethel Davis, Rose Brodsky 
and Jos Billik, all of 1441 Broadway, 
New York. 

Alrsports, Ine.; 


Pel- 
stock, 
Charles 
all of 


sports and general 
news items; capital stock, 100 shares; 
no par value. N, Caldwell, Jr.; Ed- 
ward 8S. Williams and Raymond J. Gor- 
man, all of 18@ Broadway, New York. 

Poughkeepsie Country Club, Ince., 
Poughkeepsie; realty, operate recrea- 
tional parks, ete.; capital stock, $5,000. 
George W. Case, 4 Fairmont street: 
Gerald 8. Reick, 8 Fox terrace, and 
Edgar B. Baker, 1230 Hooker avenue, all 
of Poughkeepsie. 

Madtheatre Corp.; operate picture the- 
atres, etc.; capital stock, 200 shares; no 
par value. onroe lL. Friedman, Jonn 
P. H. Reiper and Jerome Mayer, all of 
20 Exchange place, New York. 

Festa-di Piedigrotta Napolitano, Inc.; 
pictures, plays, ete.; capital stock, 100 
shares; no par value. Albert Servillo, 
455 Avenue W; Louis Glilarra, 1737 67th 
street, and Mary Berba, 454 84th street, 
all of Brooklyn. 

Munmad Theatre 
picture and theatrical 
capital stock, 10 shares; no par value 
Howard M. Antevil, Hannah Fahrer and 
Sadie Peart, all of 1250 Sixth avenue, 
New York. 

Moviematiec Camera Corp.; cameras 
and parts of all kinds; capital stock, 200 
shares; no par value. Arthur J. Abrams, 
Harry Abrams and James M. Glibert, all 
of 110 West 40th street, New York 


Corp., Gloversville; 
business, etc.; 





Weapermit, Inc.} theatres, opera 
houses, etc.; capital stock, 259 shares— 


100 sharea $100 each, and 150 shares, ne 


was removed in 1929 on the advice | 


Stock 


Market 





(Continued from page 6) 
sixth successive week that the aver- 
ages have closed higher than the 
preceding week. 

Not only was there a big pickup 
in activity during this drive of the 


amusements towards higher levels, 
but most other stock exchange 
froups recorded losses. The Dow- 


Jones industrial averages closed at 
109.91, off 9.36 of a point. 
Some Lows 

While many leaders showed early 
strength, there were others which 
approached the lows of the week in 
final transactions. This was true 
of American Seating, which de- 
clined after its push to new ground 
the week before. It was off half a 
point at 6%. Columbia Pictures 
lost almost the same to close at 
42%. Consolidated Film Industries 
preferred was noticeably weak, 
dropping to 17% at the finish. Here 
it showed a loss of more than a 
point. Universal preferred also was 
a weak feature, declining 1% points 
to 365%. 

Two bright features of trading 
activity in the amusement list were 
lox A and Paramount certificates. 
The former made a new peak level 
for the move at 10%, and even with 
profit-taking managed to wind up 
at 10%, up five-eighths. Paramount 
was pushed forward in increased 
trading starting Friday (26). It 
wound up the week at the peak 
price of 3% for a 75-cent advance. 
As noted here, the move in this 
appeared to be overdue. The ap- 
proval of the Atlas Corp. as under- 
writer for the re-org was the signal 
which started the bull movement in 
this stock. No particular reason 
was attributed to the climb in the 
other issue aside from the fact that 
traders figured that Fox A was a 
‘sleeper.’ 








chart readers tiiat It already had 
gone through at ieast a part of a 
technical or corrective reaction. 
Thus far the stock has found the 
$39 mark a big obstacle. It went to 
3914 last week and the preceding 
week met resistance at 39. 

Radio met profit-taking in 
strong fashion in last minute trad- 
ing, but few traders look for much 
more progress on the upside until 
its position has been consolidated. 
When this issue spurted out of the 
38 range it required two weeks of 
such stabilizing before traders were 
able to push it forward again. 


Fox A stock acted as though it 
might be able to go on with the 
present trend. Present advance to 
a point near the $11 level was based 
on steady accumulation over a 
period of several weeks. Warner 
Bros. common looks to be in a spot 
to resume the advance, as a result 
of its action in the last week, ac- 
cording to chart readers, though the 
present market has ignored many of 
the cheaper-priced issues. Warner 
common closed at 3%. 

Paramount - Famous - Lasky and 
Paramount-Publix liens and cer- 
tificates of the same shot upwards 
on the news that the Atlas interests 
were to handle the underwriting. 
Interest in these bonds increased 
the value of transactions into six 
figures in three instances, only the 
certificates of Paramount-Famous- 
Lasky 6s keeping below $100,000. 

This strength probably helped 
other amusement bonds. Warner 
Bros. 6s soared to 57% for an ad- 
vance of nearly four points. They 
encountered profit-taking in final 
trading days to wind up at 55%, up 
one point. Keith 6s spurted on 
Monday, although they had held 
around $75 most of the week. They 
closed on top at 77, which was a 


md 
D> 





Loew's common indicated to! new high. ‘ 
Summary for Week Ending Monday, April 29: 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate, igh. 

6% 4% 1,100 American Seat.....s.....cessses ry ars _ beg 
45% Bis Rae. gh, By be. CS escdceccacesshs 43% 41% 42%, — %& 
me.) 4\% a,mee- Comeel. Pie. i ded oss covecen ee % 4% 4% — % 
22% 15% 2,600 Consol. Film pfd. (1)t.......... 18% 17% 17% ~ 1 
146 110% 9,400 Eastman Kodak (5)............ *146 134% 139% +4 
155 141 210 a RE ee es Prey ys 154% 149% 150 4% 
13% Shy 9,500 Fox Class A.......e. gosgebeuet 10% 9% 10% +% 
25% 2014 94,500 Gem, Blec, (GBe). cc cccccctccccce 23 24% 3% — 
39% 31% Be Se TN. vin nck dcncenss Veskedha *39% 31% 38% — 
108 102 7 2, Es Gc ond civics cents 107% 106% 106% =— 

™% 5% 1,500 Madieon Sq. Garden............ *7'4 7 7 ~~ 

28% 27 1,300 Met-GM pfd. (1.89)......ceceeee BD 2 28 

4% 2% 58,800 Paramount ctfs......... etoqness 3% 2% 3% +% 

1% ‘y 2,500 Pathe Exchange............ whine Gs OS 
1T™% 8% 2,100 Pathe Class A..... Pete 10% 9% % —-—%* 

5% 4 106,600 Radio Corp.......... segecee coce OO 4% 5 
62 50 2,900 Radio pfd. A (3%).......e0. soos SSH BK “4% CO t 
47% B5% 61,700 Radio pfd. B......+-eeees coccce shee 41% 40% 8 8606+4 

2 1% . ID.) vccueer obo ccbencedetoaes 1% 1% 1% 

40% 86% 30 Universal pf...c.cccccccscccscee WY 36% —1 

4% 2% 10,500 Warner Bros, sciccccccccecccese 2% 3 x 
2Ay 14% SP: ._ De. O08. .ccicce Soscecccesocecs 21 18% 2% — 
48 B2% 70,100 Weatinghouse ........-eceeeeess *43% 41 42% t 
99 90 540 Do. pid. (BY%)...-ceesees scenes OR 9 9T 3 
© New 1935 high. 

Plus stock extras. 
Pald this year on account of accumulations, 
CURB 
21% 11% 8,500 Technicolor ........-+..++. cece 19% 13% 19% 
3% 2% 1,000 Translux (10c)......-..-+-s0ee88 2% 2% 2% 
BONDS 

10% 8 $586,000 Gen. Thea. Eq. ‘40. cosccce 910% 8 o% +1 
77 67% 16,000 Keith Ge '46..........- oscesnes *i7T 74 7 +1 
106 108% 102,000 Loew Ge, ‘41......--+++ eeeecene 101% 104 14% — 
St 42% 4,000 Par-Broadway 5s, 'S1.....++-. 54 53% 53% -—-% 
53% 42 34,000 Par-Bway 5%s, '51 ctfs.......- *53% 53% 53% — % 
SY 58% 200,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6s, "47......-.. *35% 17% 85 +T7% 
36 we 76,000 BO. CEB. siccivccccccvcece eae °36 TT% 84% +O% 
8T% 59% ##$=25,000 Par-Pub. 5%s, '50......-- eceseee 19 8514 +6 
8T 58% 260,000 # Do. oes ss bbe ccgveus sovboves po = on +6 
33 2% 1,000 RKO debe 6s......-. wierecagpan v 
60% 49% 196,000 Warner Bros, 68, '39.....-.---- 57% ot 55% +1 

OVER THE COUNTER, N. Y. 

Bid. Asked. 
20% 32% ecoes Col. Bdcast. Dicod cececctoedseoes oe or ese 
41% 43% ecoce Col. Picts. ptd..-- ecccece ce ee ee 

3 3% @cees Par-Pub. ....+« er ee - * 
100 105 eoee. Pathe Ex. 9f4....-----eseerere wt be on ee 
~~ e New 1985 high. 

1 Carl Schaeffer, Jean C.| man, David 8. Meyer and Rose Kupfer, 

eee ant Grae’ Schwartsbers, aiij ali of 69 Bast 23rd atreet, New York. 
of 1457 Broadway, New York. Dissolutions 


Forest Pictures Cerp.; picture business; 
capital stock, 200 shares; no par value. 
Anne Kahn, 1154 President street, Brook- 
lyn; Howard M. Rosenthal, 233 West 
112th street, New York, and Travis 8. 
Levy, 894 Riverside drive, New York. 

Lyric Frolics, Inc.; picture business; 
capital stock, 200 shares; no par value. 
Marcus Katz, Charles Kleinberg and 
Morris Schwalb, all of 1476 Broadway, 
New York. 

Fourth Estate Productions, Inc.; pic- 
tures, theatrical shows, etc.; capital 
stock, 100 shares; no par value. Philip 
and Rose Kanter, 998 Longwood avenue, 
New York, and Alta Koss, 146 Pearl 
street, Holyoke, Mass. 

818 Kighth Avenue Corp.; amusement 


places of all kinds; capital stock, 
$10,000. Moe Gold, 167 Lee avenue, 
Yonkers; Meyer Bolinsky, 2910 Wallace 


avenue, Bronx, and Louis A. Ascher, 291 
Broadway, New York. 

West End Sportiand, Inc.; amusement 
parks, etc.; capital stock, 10 shares, no 
par vaiue. Gladys Kiein, Lillian Gar- 
retson and Robt. Goldstein, all of 661 
Fifth avenue, New York. 

Treo Film Exchange of New York, 
Inc.; films, ete.; capital stock, 200 
shares; no par value. Leon Samuels, 
Morris S. Karp and Mary Jermanok, all 
of 545 Fifth avenue. New York. 

Mighty Midgets, Inc.; public and pri- 
vate amusements; capital sto¢k, 200 
shares; no par value. Erneatine A. 
Kuhns, Samuel W. Fried and John ‘J. 
OConnell, all of 233 Broadway, New 
York, 

Harry Tucker Music, Inc.; musical and 
theatrical business; capital stock, $19,000. 
Mathilda A. Tucker and Phyllis, Hartz, 
502 Park avenue, and Ida Zimels, 225 
Broadway, all of New York 

American Automatic Phonograph Corp.; 





phonograph machines; capital stock, 200 
ehares, go par value. Arthur 8. Bruck- 





Stratford Productions, Ltd.; filed by 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc., 3z2i West 
44th street, New York. 

tri flied by as 


Sound, Inc.; 
above. 


Globe Export Corp.; filed by as above, 

Union Film Corp.; filed by as above. 

Film Treatizor Corp.; filed by ty 
Driscoll & Raftery, 152 West 42n 
street, New York. 3 

Statement and Designation 

Grenek RKealties, Inc., 100 West 10th 
street, Wilmington, Del.; theatrical 
proprietcrs; New York office, ; 1501 
Broadway; George P. Skouras, president; 
$500; filed by H. W. McChesney, 15 
West 42nd street, New York. 

Memberships 
Theatre Alliance, Ine. 


CALIFORNIA 


Sacramento. 

Affiliated Pictures Co (motion pie- 
ture producing); capital, 2,500 shares; 
par, $10; permitted to issue 1,000 shares, 
Directors: Robert L. Steed, John A. 
Conrad, Frank Gatlin, Mabel Steed. 

San Diego Fair Concessions, Inc. 
capital, 150 shares; par, $100; permitte 
to issue all. Directors: Stanley Gra- 
ham, Marcy Dobson, Olive Graham. 

Musigians and Entertainers Club, Inc.s 


capital, none. Directors: Miles Straight, 
James V. White, Mildred White O. L. 
Seifert, Robert Dodge. 


Certificate changing name of The Chas. 
K. Feldman Corp. to Feldman-Blum 


Corp. 
Crafts 20 Big Shows, Ine.; capital, 


76,000 shares; $1 par; permitted to is- 
sue 560,000 Directors: Oo. N. Crafts 
Walter 8. Coen, Helen M. Lawler, Mabel 
Crafts. 

Capitol Seaside Corp. (theatre opera- 
tion); capital, 2,509 shares; par, $10. 
Directors: w. G. Fry, C. Waltner, 
M. BS. isy. 
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House Reviews 





EMBASSY 


(Continued from page 16) 


matter bearing on the news of the 
day. Hearst hails British industrial 
recovery which makes an increased 
budget possible, at the same time 
gounding a warning to the U. S., 
with Senator Tydings declaring the 
government is spending too much, 
Paramount goes into the textile 


gituation on Pres. Roosevelt’s steps 
to aid this industry, with many 
mills closed while Jayganese im- 
ports are rising. At the end of the 
clip Gov. Talmadge of Georgia takes 
a poke at Washington, members of 
the Saturday afternoon audience 
applauding his stand. Pathe fol- 
lows up on the Jap competition 
against America’s textile business, 
with Gov. Curley (Mass.) sound- 
ing a warning and Rep, Rogers in 
Washington calling for support in 
the fight to protect our commerce 
against Japan. 

Further international color is 
lent by Fox’s comprehensive cover- 
age of the foreign situation and 
efforts toward protection of peace 
by conferences of leading diplo- 
mats at Stresa and Geneva. 
Leading diplomats step up to F-M 
cameras to say a few words, those 
in foreign languages being trans- 
lated by Fox. 

Ravages of the dust storms and 
the full significance of what’s hap- 
pening out west in the af 
flicted area provides additional 
punch. Pathe ably covered this sit- 
uation, bringing home to Americans 
everywhere the seriousness of the 
situation. Pathe has photographed 
dust storms effectively, its nega- 
tive strongly hinting the havoc be- 
ing wrought. It explains the in- 
creased prices of meat caused by 
loss of livestock from drought and 
dust, but Secretary of Agriculture 
Wallace tempers things a bit by 
stating prices are still below the 
1929 level. 

Paramount covers the migration 
of families from the northwest to 
Alaska at the expense of the gov- 
ernment. This reel attempts to 
build it up b> splicing in shots from 
some Par western pioneer picture. 
The real situation needs no such 
production file buildup. 

The Goering wedding, resumption 
of gold minting by France, Navy’s 
newest air carrier, Kansas’ one-mile 
sprint in which Cunningham is 
beaten, stake race bringing out a 
contender for the Kentucky Derby, 
first girl to fly a plane upside down, 
boys’ boxing club opened by Jack 
Dempsey, Woods twins and scien- 
tific experiment with them; para- 
chute jumping tests at Lakehurst, 
Huey Long’s bridge which faces 
lack of government funds for com- 
pletition, new stratosphere gondola 
completed, Aquitania freed from 
mud bank, Braves-Giants ball game, 
auto plant strike at Toledo, severe 
hailstorm in Oklahoma, old-fash- 
joned town crier installed in Mas- 
sachusetts village, and decision of 
Mrs. Gloria Morgan Vanderbilt to 
become a gown designer, constitute 
news items of lesser importance. 
Even some of this wouldn’t be 
missed by a public which wants 
to see more of its newspaper head- 
lines transformed into — 

ar. 


Metropolitan, Bklyn. 


Ed Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News 
columnist, has a well-knit enter- 
tainment in his Dawn Patrol pres- 
entation. Unit has undergone a few 
good changes since its start. ‘Lul- 
laby of Broadway’ is used to weld 
the piece together, starting the 
show off and Sullivan taking a fling 
at warbling himself on the closing 
bars. 

Show opened ragged, with col- 
umnist rushing on the stage giving 
the impression that he had just 
hopped off the subway from the 
office. Maybe so, as he is doubling 
here between desk and footlights. 
Besides m.c. chores, he has a defi- 
nite spot for himself, called ‘Water 
Under the Bridge’ which permits 
gome double-time spieling on his 
art. Celebs of the past, like Pearl 

hite, Evelyn Nesbit, Valentino, 
etc., are shown on a screen. 

Betty Jane Cooper and Lathrop 
Brothers first of the specialty acts. 
Neat hoofing, which is quietly done 


at first, but ends up in staccato 
tempo. Stanley Twins keep up the 
stepping with a shadow dance, 


which house liked very much, Ross 
McLean presents two tenor solos 
next, with an encore thrown in for 
good measure. Dolores Farris then 
on for a toe number. 

Next the Louis Prima (New Acts) 
quintet, which Sullivan raved over 


as the hottest thing in town. 
Saxon Sisters who chirped there- 
after were torrid as usual. Patsy 


Flick in and out for regulation 
stooging, but highly effective 
throughout. 

Stage dressed smartly in night 
club fashion, and house orchestra 
on the stage. Talent seated around 
at tables. Saxons returned to help 
Sullivan warble the last bars of the 
‘Lullaby’ reprise. Stage depart- 
ment’s outlay uses 60 minutes. 

‘The Wedding Night’ (UA) on the 
acreen. 


Metropolitan, Boston 


Boston, Apri! 26. 
Met hands out an all-band show 
this week. Ben Bernie on the screen 
in ‘Stolen Harmony’ (Par) and Rudy 
Vallee in the flesh with his Con- 


necticut Yankees. 

Vallee’s opening is clever. Flitter 
scrim splits on Rudy and band on 
a dim stage, Band plays a sym- 
phonic arrangement of ‘My Time’ as 
it slowly moves downstage to posi- 
tion on a car, and during this semi- 
overture the various sections of the 
ork are being nicely lighted, when 
featured, by hidden spots in the mu- 
sic stands. 

This works out as a clever build- 
up for Vallee, who’s on stage all the 
time, but in the dark. At the con- 
clusion of the musical opener, the 
spot hits the head man, touching off 
a spontaneous welcome to the grape 
fruit recipient of three years ago. 
From then on it’s on ice. 

Rudy’s first solo is ‘So It’s Love,’ 
in which he was handicapped by a 
dead mike (his own equipment); 
but by the time he got to the next 
bit that was straightened out. 
Mimicing Fred Allen, he introduces 
two phoney acts that don’t appear. 
Next solo is ‘Six Women,’ with a 
load of lyric; but his encore of 
‘Tavern in Town’ brings out every 
hand in the house. He next favors 
with ‘Every Day,’ from his recent 
pic, and they love it. Up to this 
point they’ve had one big slice of 
Vallee in the spot, and he’s show- 
man enough to realize this is the 
psychological moment to bring on his 
crew of talent for the carry-on, 

After a flowery introduction of 
‘the greatest voice discovery of the 
year who will sing an operatic aria,’ 
Red Stanley comes on for a vocal of 
‘Sweet Sue’ with gestures that sell 
it bullish. This one is swell, but the 
cowboy ditty encore is not up to 
t. Ann Graham, husky-voiced song- 
stress in noteworthy costuming, 
takes the mike for ‘Restless’ and 
‘Lost My Rhythm.’ For her, it was 
different. They liked her first num- 
ber, but she really wowed ’em with 
the faster ‘Rhythm’ encore. George 
Lyons, harpist in band, is next 
spotted, and in exactly the right 
niche. He strums ‘Too Old to 
Dream’ and ‘Hands.’ Both excellent 
and enthusiastically received. 

Stewart Sisters have the next 
fling with ‘Ship Lollipop,’ oke, and 
then with the Keiswetter Octette 
(male voices) they give out ‘Mr. & 
Mrs.’ from the pic. On this three 
mikes were used, allowing an 
effective arrangement of the people 
on stage. 

This is the spot for Frank Frissell, 
drummer, who cavorts through spe- 
ciality, in front of the band, based 
on ‘Tom Thumb’s Drum.’ His paper- 
tearing finale is very funny, and an- 
nouncement by Vallee that Frissell’s 
a local lad might have helped some. 
Vallee vocals this one on the side 
and stooges for Frissell on the high 
spots. 

Then the production number for 
next-to-closing. It’s ‘Annabelle,’ 
copied after the Hollywood version 
of the same number, but on a small 
scale, working in the Stewart Sis- 
ters, Octette, and a couple boys as 
train announcer and conductor. 

Al Bernie, mimic, who appeared 
earlier this season in ‘Calling All 
Stars’ at the Shubert, is approp- 
riately spotted as closer of this unit. 
After only three impersonations, 
it’s obvious that he’s the sock of the 
show. In all he does 13 impressions, 
That sounds like too much on paper; 
but not in this setup. He practically 
covers the radio and screen fields, 
and the outstanding laughs are his 
‘Vallee’ and ‘Hitler.’ 

The Connecticut Yankees and 
head man is here for six days only, 
because of radio commitments. 

Henry Kalis, house band, Elida 
Balle, and Fabien Sevitsky laying 
off for the six days. Isham Jones 


on stage next week, Fox. 


CENTURY, BALTO 


Baltimore, April 26. 

Olsen band is flanked by ‘Riche- 
liew’ (UA) and ‘March of Time.’ 
Screen fare distinctly for class cli- 
entele, and carriage trade in Balto 
is quite disinterested in vaude. 

Band turn is o.k. entertainment. 
Amply pleasing to vaude devotees 
in 52 mins before a fine full set. 
Olsen himseif is much improved in 
two years since he showed in Balto. 
Has acquired more manner and as- 
surance. Does an adequate job of 
emceeing. The ork demonstrates 
ability above average. 

Sum impression of specialists was 
that all revolved around trio from 
band, Bob Rich, Bobby Borger and 
Jack Gifford, plus plenty hypo from 
Ethel Shutta. Trio were in half a 
dozen bits. then backboned a glee 
club number in which five other 
musikers are involved. After Miss 
Shutta comes on to close show (a 
somewhat belated entrance) and 
soloed an over-long sentimental 
song, the trio backs her up while 
she emulates a few Hollywood stars 
singing ‘La Cuearacha’; does ‘Col- 
lege Rhythm,’ and polishes off with 
her big hit, ‘Hillbilly Band.’ 

Up ahead dance team of Nita and 





Jack Carlton terp on exotic routine. 


that was swell 
following with a 
really contrasting soft-shoe terp ef- 
fort to ‘Stormy Weather.’ 

Other specialist, on about mid- 
way, Adrian Freiche, presents one 


to ‘Mood Indigo’ 
with audience, 


of most unusual routines seen 
around here in a while. Starts off 
with a pop song, then spiels at 
Floyd Gibbons’ pace into the mike a 
description of the °33 Kentucky 
Derby. Got good hand for it, chiefly 
because mob was mystified how he 
managed to clearly enunciate such 
a chunk of comment so rapidly. 
Then he closes with a mild eccen- 
tric dance. 

At first show Friday biz was fair. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, April 26. - 

It’s old home week at the Oriental. 
George Jessel, Joe Besser and the 
act of Eddie Jackson, Irving and 
Reid comprise the old home week 
section and it’s up to them to fur- 
nish the meat of the entertainment. 
Rest of the show, which includes 
only two additional turns, is weak 
and means nothing. Particularly 
poor is Wilma Novak, who is strict- 
ly a cafe singer and bumper. 

-Better here are the Three Queens, 
who fit in okay in this presentation. 
The girls do standard hoofing and 
challenge work. Other femmes on 
the show are the girls in the line for 
a couple of fairish routines. 

Working throughout the _ show, 
Jessel was its mainstay, so much so, 
it is billed as ‘George Jessel’s Re- 
vue’ and rightly so. Without him 
there would have been no show, so 
sloppily was it put together. 

As soon as he got warmed up, Jes- 
sel was a cinch and he finally had 
to beg off in the end to allow the 
show to finish. With his standard 
telephone bit to his mother and his 
chatter out of the good-old-days, he 
is entertainment plus and the sort 
of stuff that vaudeville is made of. 

Joe Besser is back on the old 
stamping grounds and his ‘aw you 
crazy’ still remains the mainstay of 
his act. Eddie Jackson, Val Irving 
and Cy Reid have a good fast com- 
edy turn. Its pace is to its credit. 
The gags shoot one after another 
with a good share of hearty laughs 
in the bunch. Boys don’t hesitate 
to refer frequently to Clayton, Jack- 
son and Durante. Finish excellently 
with the ‘St. Louis Blues’ rendition 
by Jackson. 

Picture is ‘Unwelcome Stranger’ 
(Col). Business fuir at last show 
Friday. Gold. 


STANLEY, PITT. 


Pittsburgh, April 26. 

First show this afternoon had to 
get along without Nina Olivette, 
who didn’t arrive on time due to an 
auto breakdown couple of hundred 
miles on other side of city. Even 
without her, layout had plenty of 
backbone, although it was obvious 
gal’s eccentric terp stuff would have 
fitted handily among a flock of local 
turns. 

Management had figured to let 
‘Black Fury’ (WB) go it alone this 
week without stage sypport, but de- 
cided against it at last minute, not 
through any fears about the flick- 
er but more because inconsistent 
policy has been playing havoc here 
of late.. ‘Fury’ is probably the one 
film that could have held its own, 
since it’s had a powerful exploita- 
tion campaign and is further backed 
by the fact that it has a Pittsburgh 
locale and was authored in part by 
a local jurist, M. A. Musmanno. 

As it is, however, Stanley gives 
it to ’em with both barrels and 
trade reflected the bargain. Open- 
ing has Barney Rapp’s band, re- 
turning to vaude after several 
months at Hotel Gibson in Cincy, 
dishing out some okay syncopation 
before and after the three special- 
ists outfit carries. First is Selma 
Marlow, a corking hoofer, who has 
two swell spots, last of which is a 
socko ‘Bolero’ to taps. Girl has 
plenty on ball and should be heard 
from. That goes, too, for Ranpp’s 
vocalist, Ruby Wright, a cute per- 
sonality miss who had to beg off 
after two numbers because she 
hadn’t anything else prepared. Last 
of trio, a sepia stepper who answers 
to ‘Shine’ and gives a lively finish 
to initial part of Rapp’s turn. Best 
of band specialties is a medley fea- 
turing three members of crew, with 
pianist registering heftily in a solo 
on a neon-lighted keyboard. 

Rapp himself serves as m.c. for 
remainder of show.and his ork fur- 
nishes the accompaniment for 
Gracie Barrie, who puts over four 
tip-top arrangements through a 
mike. Miss Barrie’s considered 
something of a local, since she got 
her start here several years ago. 
She’s a grade A performer with a 
pair of pipes that matches her per- 
sonality. 

For a break between singing 
turns, Rapp brings on his dancer 
ahead of Nick Lucas, the trouba- 
dour working in one. Starts slowly 
but doesn’t take him long to warm 
up and a stooge in ti.. Balcony, who 
keep yelling for ‘Side by Side’ gets 
him some laughs. 

Curtain here, with Miss Olivette’s 
absence interrupting a smoother 
routine, has the Rapp crew doing a 
novelty bit on ‘Hitting the Bottle.’ 
Flock of glass containers filled to 
varying degrees drop from the flies 
and curtain has the boys pounding 








off a zippy march on them. Cohen, 


PALACE, N. Y. 


(BENNY MEROFF REVUE) 
Benny Meroff refers to his band 
outfit as a revue. Carries five 
women, including Mrs. Meroff (Flor- 
ence Gast), the Coffie Sisters, har- 
monists and an acrobatic dahcer. 


All in long skirts except the dancer, 
who wears long black trousers in- 
stead. No chorus, as the billing 
might suggest, and very little use 
made of the femme outfit carried. 
Mostly it’s crude comedy stuff with 
the musicians all pinch hitting as 
soloists with Red Pepper and Jack 
Marshall the official comedians. 
Pepper has a large paunch which 
he capitalizes for about half of his 
laughs. Too vulgar. Marshall is 
slightly more restrained, since he 
has no tummy to weave, and they 
work like truckhorses all the way 
through the show. It’s crude almost 
to the point of rawness, but it drew 
howls from a larger than usual 
audience drawn in by the picture. 
The flicker pulls them and Meroff 
gets over. After all the present day 
Palace audience is little more so- 
phisticated than Clinton, Ia., or Ris- 
ing Sun, Ind. 

Band carries about a truckload 
of hats and another load of freak 
props. No band nowadays omits a 
fan dance burlesque and Pepper's is 
a little bit more offensive than the 
average. That should be chopped 
for Broadway, even though it does 
get a laugh. 

Show gets off to closed curtains 
with the harmonists at the unseen 
mike, then opens up on a black 
draped stage (the house set) with a 
‘B M’ in silver flitter. At one point 
a similar ‘U’ is hoisted between 
them. It’s that sort of fun all the 
way through. Meroff on with the 
stick and he doesn’t stop gagging 
for an hour except when some of 
the specialists are on. After a first 
number, played fairly straight, 
there is no more real band music 
until the finish, They are making 
noises all the time, but mostly with 
comedy intent. The sisters do three 
numbers, changing costumes for 
each, with the first all-black outfit 
not so hot. The dancer, apparently 
Dolly Bell, throws some nifty 
somersaults and shakes her feet, 
there is a colored male dancer who 
stops the show, a tenor out of the 
band, who does very well with 
‘Capri’ and Miss Gast has a noisy 
romp with Meroff. The latter os- 
tensibly solos in the bit in which 
he plays everything but pinochle, 
including a Chinese fiddle and the 
largest bass saxe in captivity. Does 
not hold to any one long enough to 
tire, and his boys are working tire- 
lessly at their comedy chores all the 
time. Meroff is consistent. He puts 
the laughs before his own _ solo 
work. 

Later on they all turn loose on 
imitations with Meroff leading off 
with Ted Healy. Not at all bad, but 
the rest could all be better, though 
they get the laughs, Technically this 
is not a good outfit, but for the 
record it’s a pretty solid hit with 
the audience, and that is what 
counts, If it can mop up the laughs 
this aggregation gets, there is no 
basis for eritical condemnation. 
They make good pretty solidly for 
a full 60 minutes. 

Film is ‘Star of Midnight’ (Radio), 
with a double dose of the Pathe 
news (two issues). Whole show 
runs two hours and 40 minutes. 
Business excellent, due to the pic- 
ture’s earlier hit at the Music Hall. 

Chic. 


Paramount, Omaha 


Omaha, April 27. 

Billed as ‘Happy Go Lucky’ unit, 
show is put into that form only for 
local showing and doesn’t go out as 
such. As is usually the case under 
these circumstances, list of indi- 
vidual talent overshadows the pro- 
duction which sets them off. Sixty 
minutes are somewhat spotty, but 
most of them good enough to make 
a favorable total. 

Headline billing goes to Roscoe 
Ates in his stuttering routine with 
Rose Palmer as stooge; they’re on 
just previous to the finale. Ates the 
only name of the bill, but once in- 
side the customers find other good 
entertainers. Comic and _ partner 
only so-so here. 

Honors go to Roy Smeck and his 
plucking of various string instru- 
ments. Playing of the guitar, uke 
and banjo brought rounds of ap- 
plause opening night. He features 
novelty arrangements, but his 
straight playing could be put to 
better advantage if used more. 

Eddie Rio and his three stooges 
take second place in the lineup of 
talent; routine of a mixture of gags 
and steps boasts nothing especially 
strong, but goes over as a whole. 
Novelty is added in the turn of Ilse 
Marvenga, the original Kathie of the 
‘Student Prince,’ when she dis- 
covered one of her former singing 
partners, Orval Rennie, to be the 
assistant manager of the theatre. 
Rennie comes on to do the familiar 
scene from the operetta. 

Completing the bill are the Stalac 
Bros. and Pearle in the second spot 
with acrobatics, and the Ellison 
Sisters in some dance routines. 

Local production brought in the 
line of Thompson girls, the Meyers- 
Hodek ork, and George Johnson at 
the organ. Screen fare is ‘The Devil 








Film Reviews 








Die Csardasfurstin 


(Continued fror. page 17) 


background and following, and was 
figured best for authentic handling 
of the subject. 

For the American market, ‘Die 
Csardasfurstin’ holds little beyond 
the Kalmann melodies, now stand- 
ard among the world’s operetta 
hits. As an academic exposition of 
present-day film production stand- 
ards in Berlin it’s no credit to Ufa, 
For b.o. it’s even limited in the Teu- 
tonic belt, and will probably appeal 
more to magyar fans for senti- 
mental reasons and by virtue of its 
title and theme than to Germans. 

L Abel. 


GOLDEN LAKE 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 


Moscow, April 7. 
Directed by Vladimir Schneiderov. Sce- 
nario, A. Peregudov; music, V. Vasilenko; 
camera, A. Shelenkov. 





(In Russian) 

Gold rush, the backbone of a 
thousand American thrillers, is the 
theme of this new Soviet adventure 
film. Plot is based on a natural 
background, 

It is the story of a struggle be- 


tween a Soviet prospecting group 
and a gang of outlaws. Scene is 
set in the midst of the wildest part 
of the Altai Mountains, with the 
precipitous shores of the Alkhtin 
Kol, hitherto unexplored forests, 
mountain streams, waterfalls and 
other natural beauties as back- 
ground, and providing opportunities 
for excitement, laughter and enjoy- 
ment. 

Film is full of thrills, many of 
which were actually developed out 
of the possibilities of the location, 
Forestry is ratting and roaring, 
flakes of ashes are heavily falling to 
the ground, covering the fresh green 
plants. Frightened by the fire and 
smoke, animals are madly rushing 
about the forest searching for 
safety. A bear stands up on his 
hind legs, roaring wildly. 

The forest fire, kindled by a mad 
Shaman, threatens to engulf the 
whole expedition. A thrilling raid 
by the Soviet fire-fighting planes, 
who bomb out the conflagration, 
follows, permitting the hero and 
heroine to escape. Capture of the 
heroine, who acts as a guide to the 
expedition, by a gang of spies and 
atempt to kill her which is frus- 
trated after a tremendous struggle, 
furnish another thrill. McLove, 


Harding Vice Dunne 
In Par’s ‘Peter’ Lead 


Hollywood, April 30. 


Unable to arrange a suitable pro- 
duction schedule with Radio for the 
loan of Irene Dunne, Paramount has 
spotted Ann Harding in the lead 
of ‘Peter Ibbetson.’ 

Picture starts April 29 with Gary 
Cooper as the male topper. Henry 
Hathaway directs with L. D. Leigh- 
ton producing. 





MRS. LEONARDSON’S COLD 


Mrs. Edna Schley Leonardson, 
head of the Joyce-Selznick story 
department on the Coast, has been 
confined in her New York hotel for 
the past five days with a bad cold 
which settled in her tonsils and 
ear. She was in the midwestern 
dust storms on her way east and 
this became a complicating factor. 
Originally intended as to two- 
week trip to New York it is now 
uncertain how long the J-S repre- 
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Contracts 





Hollywood, April 30. 
Fox had taken Jack Boland out of 
the assistants ranks and made him 
a full flegged director, handing him 
a new contract. 
iJoe Morrison safe at Paramount 
for another year on an option pick- 


up. 
Radio took another hitch in 
Ginger Roger’s covenant. . 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, April 380. 


‘Venus In Velvet,’ by Sig Herzig 
and Gene Thackrey, bought by 
Paramount for Claudette Colbert. 
Screen rights to James Grant’s 
‘The Duster,’ commercial aviation 
yarn, taken by Paramount for 
George Raft. 

Paramount will produce * Au- 
tumn’s Brown Leaves,’ by Horton 
Gelden, purchased by Arthur Horn- 
blow for the studio. 

Bartlett Cormack has sold ‘Husk,’ 
which he took on spec following its 
publication in the Satevepost, to 
Radio. Cormack will also write the 








Is a Woman’ (Par). 


screen play. 
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Ask Sponsors and Agencies to Bankroll MEX. 17) TASES 
Audit of Station ‘Circulation 


+ 


The radio biz has asked the Asso- 
ciation of National Advertisers and 
the American Association of Adver- 
tising Agencies to contribute toward 
the bankrolling of a bureau of stand- 
ards for measuring station cover- 
age. Proposition was made last 
week at a meeting of an auxiliary 
to the commercial committee of the 
National Association of lLBroad- 
easters to which reps from the ANA 
and the Four A’s were invited. 

Proposal of the broadcasters was 
that the advertiser and his agency 
help make the proposed ABC of 
radio an unbiased setup by coming 
in for a share of the expenses and 
take part in the selection of the men 
for the job. Resolution urging the 
formation of a special committee to 
find ways and means of establish- 
ing a bureau of standard for mea- 
suring station circulation or list- 
eners was passed at the last NAB 
convention. Arthur B. Church, 
KMBC, Kansas City, was sub- 
sequently named chairman of this 
committee. 

Representing the ANA at the 
meeting were Stuart Peabody, Paul 
West and Alcuin Lehman, while the 
Four A contingent consisted of L. 
B. H. Weld, Fred Gamble, Charles 
Gannon and H, H. ine BB. Reyna, 


Garment Union 
Seeks N. Y. Spot 
On WCFL Wave 


International Ladies’ Garment 
Workers’ Union, with a membership 
of over 250,000 persons, wants to 
build its own station in New York. 
In its application to the Federal 
Communications Commission the 
union has put in a bid for 1,000 
watts, unlimited time, on 970 kilo- 
cycles. Latter channel is occupied 
by organized labor’s only air mouth- 
piece at the present time, WCFL, 
Chicago. Hearst has applied for a 
franchise on this same wavelength, 
with the station located in Albany. 
Another applicant is WBAP, Dallas. 

Like other lIxyor and _ liberal 
groups in New York City the gar- 
ment workers’ union has for several 
years contributed to the support of 
WEVD. 


CHEVROLET STRIKE 
DEFERS NBC SHOW 


Strike in the Chevrolet factory at 
Toledo has prompted the General 
Motors executive committee to defer 
action on a summer show ihai has 
been submitted it by the Campbell- 
Ewald agency. 

Musical series, if okayed, will be 
released over the 8 to 9 Sunday 
night spot that the auto combine 
has been using on NBC's blue 
(WJZ) link the past 29 weeks. 


NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 


Youngsters Will Start Strut Under 
Y.M.C.A, Auspices 




















Florence McGee, menace of ‘The 
Children’s Hour,’ N.Y. drama hit, 
will air over WEAF at 6 p.m. on 
May 4. Appearance is part of Na- 
tional Youth Week, under the aus- 
pices of the Y.M.C.A. 

NBC’s Hollywood studios will 
start the half-hour program off. 
Starlets to be heard will be Baby 
Jane, Spanky, Dickie Moore, David 
Holt, Frankie Darro, Jimmie But- 
ler and Freddie Bartholomew. New 
York will then present Mitzi Green, 
Jane Wyatt, Constance Cummings 
and Miss McGee. All under 26 
years. 

Buck Jones to spiel from Holly- 
wood, and Walter Connolly will 





Ingenuity 


Los Angeles, April 30. 

Clarence Hamilton, chief an- 
nouncer at KHJ, without a 
telephone in his home for 
three days, arranged a signal 
whereby he could let his wife 
know if he was coming home 
for dinner or not. 


If he announced the five 
o'clock bill he was working 
late. If a subordinate did the 


backing it was the signal for 
the frau to shove the roast in 
the oven. 


KNOX REEVES 
SETS UP AS 
AGENCY 











Minneapolis, April 30. 

Knox Reeves agency, newly 
fermed advertising outfit in Minne- 
apolis, is now handling that portion 
of the General Mills account which 
was formerly serviced through the 
local McCord agency. 

Knox Reeves himself was formerly 
a member of the McCord agency. 
Understood that McCord and Gen- 
eral Mills had a little tiff over a 
certain proposition which General 
Mills wanted to put over. 

This shift in Minneapolis does not 
affect the General Mills business 
handled by Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert. 


Furriers Ordered to 
Stop Advertising Film 
Stars as Patronage 


Washington, April 80. 

Newspaper and radio advertising 
which misleads the public and con- 
stitutes unfair trade was banned 
today by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission in a cease-and-desist order 
issued against two Chicago fur 
companies. Believed the first time 
broadcasting was specifically men- 
tioned in commish warning. 

Evans Fur Co. and Kent Fur Co. 
were told to quit claims in ether 
propaganda that popular film stars 
wear their garments, as well as 
other misrepresentations which 
were declared untrue and liable to 
dupe the customer. 


Jack Pearl Off Air 


Burns and Allen (White Owl 
Cigar) move May 29 into the Wed- 
nesday 10 p. m. spot now occupied 
by Jack Pearl for Frigidaire on 
CBS. Exit date will have meant 15 
weeks for Pearl. 

Comedy team have been in their 
present 9:30 Wednesday night spot 
for four consecutive years. 








Visiting New York 














Stan Bartnett, WCAO, Baltimore. 

Mike Cowles, KSO, Des Moines. 

Lou Cowan, Chicago. 

Emanuel Levi, WHAS, Louisville. 

Lee Coulson, WHAS, Louisville. 

J. C. Bell, WBRC, Birmingham, 

J. T. Ward, WLAC, Nashville. 

S. A. Miller, WBST, South Bend. 

Howard Pierce, WXYZ, Detroit. 
Ted Dealey, WFAA, Dallas. 

J. Truman Ward, WLAC, Nash- 
ville 

George Storer, 
Detroit. 

Harold Ryan, WSPD, Toledo 

William Pape, WIXBS, Weater- 


CKLW, 





handle all N.Y. 


introductions, 


bury, Ct 
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Fire Concentrated on Sykes, 
Brown and Pettey— 
Washington Buzzes with 
Political Machinations — 
A.T.&T. Inquiry Looms in 
Background as Explosive 


ANVILS RING 





Washington, April 30 

A determined drive to discredit, 
embarrass and force resignation of 
two or three Federal Communica- 
tions Commissioners has been 
mapped out secretly by Congres- 
sional enemies of chain broadcast- 
ers and critics of Government poli- 
cles, 

First move in the campaign, it 
was revealed in political quarters, 
was the recent kick about an al- 
legedly offensive Mexican program 
aired in this country by NBC sta- 
tions. Further moves in this direc- 
tion are under discussion, but pres- 
ent attitude is one of watchfulness 





Stations’ Viewpoint 


As the result of its whole- 
sale citing of stations for al- 
legedly wrong advertising 
practices in recent weeks the 
new broadcasting setup of the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission has created a jittery 
condition in the industry. 
Broadcasters visiting New York 
on business last week averred 
that the feeling prevailing in 
the business is that the com- 
missioners have not. only 
singled out the small indie out- 
lets for their cleanup campaign 
but placed all licenses in jeop- 
ardy by refusing to give any 
inkling as.to what will or will 
not be tolerated. 

Small station men have com- 
plained to their Congressmen 
that the behavior of the new 
contingent of commissioners 
can on’y lead to widespread un- 
easiness among the broadcast- 
ers and find them constantly 
being hauled up on the FCC 
tapis for trivial offenses. No 
broadcaster, they contend, can 
feel safe as long as the com- 
mish holds to the policy that it 
won't tell what a station may 
or may not do, but at the same 
time holds a threat over the 
station’s head that if it does 
the wrong thing it will be cited 
for a hearing. 











and hesitation to see what develops 

concerning the Mexican issue. 
Strategy agreed upon calls for 

frequent complaints about either 


action or conduct of big 


commi Ssi on mw ctavaa ve 

broadcasters, intent being to put 
and keep the Commish on the spot 
until new policies are adopted or 
personnel changes occur. 

Campaign is continuation of the 
move which started when appoint- 
ment of Judge Eugene O. Sykes to 
the regulatory body was subjected 
to thorough scrutiny by the Senate 
Commerce Committee. Other prior 
developments included replacing of 
Sykes in the chairmanship by for- 
mer Congressman Prall of New 
York and more recent shake-up of 
the broadcast division, which re- 
sulted in shouldering aside of Com- 
missioner Brown. 

Brown and Sykes are the target, 
primarily because they were mem- 
bers of the old radio commission, 
which drew repeated criticism from 
Congress, Legislators consider their 
continued presence on the new out- 
fit seriously damages hopes of a 
new deal in radio regulation 

970 as ‘Scandal’? 

Another complaint being 
but temporarily delayed for strate- 
gic reasons relates to the under- 
cover agreement to chop up the 970 
ke clear channel, now used by KGR, 


eadied, 





Seattle, and WCFL, Chicago. [f the 
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Lazy Bones 


Benny Holzman, Eddie Con- 
tor’s personal rep, was col- 
lared last week by a guy with 
a million-dollar idea. 

‘It’s a honey,’ said the guy. 
‘All Cantor has to do is sit 
around, and you do the work.’ 

‘Tl take it,’ said Holzman, 
‘if you can switch it so I sit 
around and Cantor does the 
work.’ 


RATE CUT C A. 
COMPLAINT ON 
KMOX, KWK 


St. Louis, April 30. 
First radio code squawk in this 


territory hit last week when com- 
plaints were registered against two 
local stations, KMOX and KWK, for 
rate cutting. 

Squawk involved prices quoted 
by the two stations for a 15-minute 
sports review seven times weekly 
for an oil company. Understood 
that the stations each quoted a price 
of $150 weekly for the service. 

















Commish sanctions plan to put new 
stations proposed by William Ran- 
dolph Hearst and Amon G. Carter, 
prominent Democrat and _ influen- 
tial Texas newspaper publisher, on 
this frequency, demands will be 
made for Congressional probe of 
Commish action. Charge will be 
that government agency condoned 
and approved trafficking in radio 
assignments, disregarding the ex- 
press policy of the new communica- 
tions act. 

So far, no action has been taken 
on the Hearst-Carter requests, but 
suggestions are that Commish is on 
the point of okaying the deal. Since 
KGR has expressed its willingness 
and WCFL has not entertained any 
objections, Commish is readying the 
grant on the ground the other sta- 
tions affected are agreeable. 

Mexican squawk will be followed 
up vigorously by congressional bloc, 
which filed the complaint and de- 
manded suspension or revocation of 
licenses held by members of the 
NBC blue web, which aired the al- 
legedly-offensive poem recited in 
Spanish. 

Pettey Undislodged 
meantime ia having 
plenty of other troubles, mostly of 
political nature. Grumbling is 
heard over the interference of Post- 


Commish 


master General Farley and other 
Democratic big-shots, with added 
complaint about Herbert C. Pettey, 


youthful secretary, whose powers 
recently have been restricted in an 
endeavor to put him in his place. 
Charges of infficiency in his office 
and meddling are being ee 
around the Commish, but his po- 


Shakeup of the legal 





and put the agency on the griddle. 





litical support has been too str ng | 
for attempts to oust him. 
division is | 


being rumored, with resignat lon of | 
Paul Spearman, general counsel, | 
still anticipated despite passage of | 
deadline by which he had been ex- 
pected to step out. Difficulty in get- 
ting adequate staff to direct the 
forthcoming probe of American 
Telephone and Telegraph Co. has 
been partly overcome, but politic al | 
pressure to head off the inquiry 
ordered by Congress persists 

All these things are being 
watched very closely at the Capitol, 
with the expectation that any slip 
by the Commish will furnish ade- 
quate excuse to turn on the heat 


See Time Buying Segregated 
From Programs at Agencies; 


Transfer Elizabeth Black 


— + 


Transfer of Elizabeth Black, time 
buyer for Ruthrauff & Ryan, from 
the agency’s radio department to its 
medium department is construed by 
some in the advertising trade as 
presaging a general movement 
among agencies toward allocating all 
facility and talent buying to the me- 
dia authority. Under such arrange- 
ment radio would cease being a sep- 
arate institution and would become 
part of a general media campaign. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan’s move is in 
line with the development that 
Fred Gamble, executive secretary 
of the American Association of Ad- 
vertising Agencies, has been pre- 
dicting the past two years. Gamble 
holds that the time isn’t far off when 
the functions of station and talent 
buying will become part of the 
agency’s media department. With 
the radio department relieved of 
these two duties, it would then con- 
fine itself to the creating and pro- 
duction of programs, a status tan- 
tamount to those now held by the 
copy and production departments 
for print media. 

Only reason that the business of 
time and talent buying got away 
from the supervision of the media 
department, Gamble has pointed out, 
was due to the fact that the prob- 
lems involved were entirely new and 
the head of the media department 
didn’t have the time or inclination 
to study its various ramifications. 


MAX GARDNER 
GETS A.T.&T. 
CHORE 


Washington, April 30. 

Former Governor O. Max Gard- 
ner of North Carolina has been 
picked to head the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission's array of 
legal talent for forthcoming probe 
of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Co. 

expected to hold up his own in 
tilts with high-priced telephone at- 
torneys while knocking down only 
$10,000, Gardner will carry the bur- 
den of laying groundwork for con- 
gressional action and protecting in- 
vestigating group from possible 
court snarls. Has been influential 
attorney as well as prominent poli- 
tician, lately representing textile in- 
terests In the capital. 


HEARST ASKS MORE 
JUICE FOR KELW 


Los Angeles, April 30. 
Los Angeles Herald (Hearst) has 
petitioned the Federal Communica- 











tions Commission for permission to 
boost the power of KTM, which it 
takes over May 1 along with 
KELW, to 1,000 watts day and 
night. Currently license is for 500 
(nights) and 1,000 (days). 
Expected that on taking over the 


oint frequency of the two stations, 
KELW will be dropped with the 
whole of the Hearst broadcasting 
locally centered at KTM. 

Price paid the stations for their 
equipment and goodwill ts reported 
at $60,000. 


——_ -—- 


Jack Benny’s Vacation 


Jack Benny has been extended by 


Jell-O to July 20, at which time the 
comic will retire from radio for & 
six weeks vacation. 
W her returns it will be for the 
sme ar int and in the same §Sun- 
day night NBC spot. 





Pa 


ae 








OFAN FT 





hate wong” 


nee 


oe eye ta 


Breen. mes 


oie, 


er ene RR SE ee 


me AAAS vee 


Sa 


RPE Titi Io Get > RAS 





: 





=~ 


<A AN SINAN 6 A hala ee nel CE ai 
OE NE TREE I gt nt CE 











BASS FT 





26 


RADIO 





Wednesday, May 1, 1935 








VARIETY 


== 





—— 


U.P. and I. N. S. Will Peddle 


News to Stations, Sponsors; 
Out to Buck Transradio Org. 





—_—_—_— vv 





United Press and the Interna- 
tional News Service have definitely 
embarked on the business of selling 
their news service to radio stations 
and advertisers. Both organizations 
have advised their newspaper clients 
that the lid imposed by the press- 
radio pact is off and that bulletins 
may be made available to local out- 
lets for both sustaining and com- 
mercial broadcasts. 

In the case of the INS and its al- 
lied Universal Service no restric- 
tions are made as to the amount 
and times of the day that the ser- 
vices may be broadcast. UP ina 
memorandum issued Monday (29) to 
newspaper clients announced that it 
Was prepared to supply clients who 
own and are affiliated with radio 
stations four 15-minute periods of 
news a day for broadcasting. Tie- 
ups would be limited to one station 
in each time, with the UP reserving 
editorial supervision over the news 
programs broadcast and requiring 
that it be credited with the aired 
bulletins. For an additional fee, 
stated the memo, the service would 
be made available for sponsoring. 
The cost is to be worked out be- 
tween the station management and 
the publisher client with the latter 
referring the figure for final ap- 
provement to the press associaticn. 
Alfred Harrison has been assigned 
by the UP to take charge of the 
radio division, with his duties in- 
cluding that of sales manager. 

INS has under consideration a 
proposition to go the full way and 
offer the INS and Universal services 
to stations not affiliated with news- 
papers taking the services and also 
to outlets in towns where there are 
no papers serviced by the INS and 
UP. Proposal would not limit the 
service to any one station in a 
locality. Clients on the INS list 
figure around 400 newspapers, while 
the UP newsprint clientele comes to 
about 800. 

With the two newspaper services 
now competing with Transradic 
Press, the question circulating in 
the broadcasting trade is whether 
the situation won’t develop a more 
serious jam than prevailed prior to 
the press-radio paet. It is believed 
that with all stations being in a 
position to offer an unlimited news 
service newspaper clients will come 
to resent the part played by~ the 
press associations, with the result 
that the latter will again demand a 
showdown between themselves and 
radio. 


S.0.-WHK Fail to Halt 
Wheaties-WGAR Pickup 
Of Cleve. Road Games 


Cleveland, April 30. 

Standard Oil and WHK are going 
a little screwy’ trying to catch up 
“with Wheaties and WGAR over the 
out-of-town broadcasts of the 
Cleveland baseball club. Standard 
Oil is threatening to pull away from 
the broadcasts and break its $30,000 
contract with the Cleveland club 
from which the of] company bought 
the exclusive rights to the at home 
games. Standard Oil, however, does 
not want the out-of-town broad- 
casts sponsored by another client. 

Cleveland club has wired all other 
clubs in the league to stop WGAR 
from picking up the out-of-town 
games. But WGAR and Wheaties 
are stealing the play-by-play ac- 
count right under noses of the ball 
clubs. 

It’s costing WGAR a lot of money, 
it’s understood, but the station is 
perfectly willing to go on the nut 
rather than be locked out entirely, 


Ray Linton Goes Solo 


Chicago, April 30. 

Ray Linton of the John Blair sta- 
tion rep outfit, quits the organiza- 
tion on May 10 to open his own 
exclusive station representation of- 
fice here. 

Linton’s idea is to concentrate on 
three or four stations in order to 
deliver individual attention and 
gervice rather than to corral a long 
list. Before going into the rep field 
Linton had been on the sales staff 
of WBBM, the Columbia station 














Fidler Optioned 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Jimmy Fidler, who has been do- 
ing Hollywood gossip for Tange 
over NBC during the past month, 
winds up May 15 for a four-month 
vacation, resuming September 20. 
Fidler had his option taken up for 
a new 13-week term, with two 13’s 
to follow, despite fact the film stu- 
dios put in a squawk on his gos- 
sip. 


CHORUS EQUITY NOT 
FREE TALENT FOUNT 


WEVD’s plan to present members 
of Chorus Equity on the air was 
chilled before ever really getting 
started. Group didn’t endorse the 
idea officially, so word was not 
passed around very much. Station 
was all primed to gather members, 
anxious for a broadcast break, build 
a regular program and then see 
what transpired. The professional 
angle was to be stressed. 

Several did turn up for auditions, 
however, but nothing was discov- 
ered in the way of unusual talent. 
Equity did not object to the pro- 
gram, but did not endorse it be- 
cause of the no-pay feature, 











ST. LOUIS HEARD FROM 


KWK Announcers Indifferent to 
Bratton Proposal 








St. Louis, April 30. 

KWK announcers cold shouldered 
the idea proposed by Verl Bratton 
of WREN, Lawrence, Kan., to band 
together into a special group. Local 
spielers have the usual privilege of 
increasing their income by side 
chores. 

Robert T. Convey, president, gives 


staff Christmas bonus. Nine an- 
nouncers on the staff. 
Clarence Cosby, manager, and 


Robert Harrington, assistant, brand- 
ed announcer org. as ‘silly.’ 


KSTP ADOPTING NBC 
SALARY-BONUS IDEA 


St. Paul, April 30. 


KSTP has scrapped all existing 
contracts with its sales force, wash- 
ing up the old straight commission 
basis for the time-sellers and sub- 
bing a plan of salary and bonus. 


Means that top man, instead of 
drawing around $10,000 annually, 
will now have to be content with 
about three-fourths of that. NBC 
some time ago made a similar ad- 
justment on salesmen. 

New pacts into effect the first of 
the month. 











Jule Delmar Okay 


Jule Delmar has regained his 
health after a recent serious in- 
disposition. 

Returns to his desk at the WOR, 
New York Artists Bureau this week. 





Warns Small Town Newspapers 
Radio Connection Imperative to 


Publishers 


+ 





Wynn Among Execs 


Philadelphia, April 30. 

Penn Athletic Club here is throw- 
ing a testimonial dinner to some 
ether big shots tomorrow (2). Guests 
of honor include Owen D. Young, 
Merlin H. Aylesworth, David Sarnoff 
and Ed Wynn. 

Stations making application for 
broadcasting included both NBC 
outlets here. Both were told no air- 
casting would be allowed. 


NBC STATION EXITS 
SPOIL THOSE MAPS 


If a few more stations elect to 
pull out of the NBC’s affiliation 
roster, the network, observe ad 
agency men, will be faced with the 
task of turning out another gen- 
eral coverage map. It would take 
a change of station alignment in 
three or four important areas, agen- 
cy men say, to make the coverage 
work that NBC recently completed 
at an expense of over $150,000 a 
back number. 

Deluxe editions of the results of 
this coverage survey which the net- 
work distributed among the adver- 
tising trade came to about $6 a 
copy. 











DAILIES CLAMOR FOR TRANSMITTERS; 
114 STATIONS NOW OWNED BY PRESS 








Survey Reveals Only Scripps-Howard of Powerful 
Publishers Not Seeking Air Franchises to Pro- 
tect Newsprint Properties—Hearst Out Front 





Washington, April 30. 

Newspaper publishers fearful of 
eventual war to the finish between 
press and radio are seeking to 
muscle into the broadcasting set-up 
through the loophole in the Federal 
control policy provided by clause in 
1934 Communications Act permitting 
establishment of one-lung trans- 
mitters regardless of quota limita- 
tions. 

Steady drive by newspapers to 
get additional air facilities was re- 
vealed by a survey by VARIETY 
which disclosed that several dozen 
applications for new stations, power 
increases, and better frequencies 
have reached the Federal agency 
during the past six months. Al- 
though some have been withdrawn 
or denied, majority remain under 
consideration. 

With Hearst, Gannett, McClatchy, 
and other chain publishers in the 
van, large newspaper interests are 
firing petitions at the Commish in 
steady stream, seeking to purchase 
existing stations where chances of 
obtaining permission for new trans- 
mitters are slim, and countering 
virtually every serious move by 
non-press groups to get better fa- 
cilities. 

Principal applications now pend- 
ing involve the effort of Hearst and 
Amon G. Carter of Texas to edge 
into the 970 ke. channel, the Brook- 
lyn Eagle to get a full-time trans- 
mitter in the New York metropoli- 
tan area, and Gannett to acquire an 
outlet in New England. Large num- 
ber of petitions from small-town 
dailies are on the hearing schedule 
and in progress of consideration, 

Hearst Has Edge 

Deluged with appeals from press- 
radio factions, Commish has moved 
slowly and deliberately ducked sev- 
eral scraps by ordering hearings in 
virtually every case bearing on 
the newspaper-broadcaster dispute. 
Careful watch is being maintained 
on the publisher invasion, although 
no inflexible policies have been laid 
down. Understanding is general] that 
Hearst can be expected to win about 
every case in which he is interested, 
due to his recent about-face toward 
the New Deal and political influence 
in the 1936 campaign. 

Only one new press-owned trans- 
mitter has been authorized since 





here. 


January, a 100-watter owned by the 


Ardmoreite Publishing Co., Ard- 
more, Okla., which uses the 1,210 
channel, but the nod has been given 
the Brooklyn Eagle in its fight for 
the 1,400 assignment: This week 
the Milwaukee Journal drew a nega- 
tive recommendation from Examiner 
R. H. Hyde, who objected to request 
for new 1,010-kc transmitter in Wis- 
consin on the ground no showing of 
need had been made by the publish- 
ing company. 

Currently no less than 114 trans- 
mitters of all sorts—ranging from 
high-power cleared channel to one- 
lung stations—are owned, controlled 
or tied up with newspaper interests. 
Hearst is in the front with seven 
licenses from coast to coast, with 
the McClatchy interest in California 
bossing five outlets, Gannett running 
three in New York, and the Cowles 
group directing three in Iowa. 

Dozens of tie-ups and working 
agreements, which do not involve 
stock ownership or leases, are in 
effect, in addition to more direct 
links between press and radio fac- 
tions, but details are not a matter 
of government record, 

Latest deal submitted to the Com- 
mission involves acquisition of two 
Texas station by the Amarillo News, 
Gene Howe’s sheet, which has taken 
over WDAG and KTRH through an 
intermediary corporation. Numerous 
publishers are reported eyeing sta- 
tions throughout all sections, with 
lively bidding in progress in some 
spots and press groups particularly 
alert in Ohio, New York, and the 
South. 


Scrips-Howard Unperturbed 

Biggest influence unquestionably 
is Hearst, which is reported on the 
verge of closing for NBC’s Wash- 
ington outlet, WMAL, as well as 
likely to get an outlet at Albany, 
N. Y. A noteworthy fact in the 
scramble is the scorn with which 
Scripps-Howard, normally Hearst’s 
leading rival, has played hands off. 
Washington has never heard a 
whisper that the S-H forces are in- 
terested in going actively into the 
broadcasting business, although the 
United Press has been ogling the 
radio field as a possibly lucrative 
new source of revenue and is luke- 
warm toward the press-radio truce, 

Review of Commish records dis- 





closed that four important radio- 
bossed stations have received power 





increases during recent weeks. 
Daytime jumps were granted WWJ, 
Detroit News; KMJ, McClatchy pa- 
pers; KGW, Portland Oregonian; 
and WFBC, Greenville, S, C., News- 
Piedmont. 

New applications for radio out- 
lets have been filed since the first of 
the year by: 

Caller-Times Publishing Co., Cor- 
pus Christi, Tex.; Review Publishing 
Co., Moscow, Ida.; News Broadcast- 
ing Co., St. Louis, Mo.; Southern 
Oregon Publishing Co., Roseburg, 
Ore.; Hartford (Conn.) Times, 
Champaign (i11.) News-Gazette, 
Denton (Tex.) Record-Chronicle, 
Pampa (Tex.) Daily News, Reporter 
Publishing Co., Abiline, Tex.; North 
Texas Publishing Co., Paris, Tex.; 
Big Spring (Tex.) Herald, Spring- 
field (Mo.) Newspapers, Pittsburgh 
(Kan.) Publishing Co., Vallejo (Cal.) 
Times-Herald, Lafayette (La.) Ad- 
vertiser-Gazette, Oklahoma Press 
Publishing Co, Muskogee, Okla.; 
and David Stern, New York. 

The majority of these sheets con- 
templated 100-watters under the 
quota-exempt clause, but Hearst 
proposed a 1-kw transmitter at Al- 
bany; Carter wants a 5-kw outfit at 
Fort Worth; Stern wants a 500 sta- 
tion at New York, and the Corpus 
Christi publisher wants a 1-kw. 
transmitter. 

Existing newspaper-run stations 
are represented on the list of pend- 
ing applications, with McClatchey 
asking to boost power for his KOH 
at Reno from 500 to 1 kw; the 
Sheybogan, Wis., Press asking a 
transfer from 1410 to 1300 ke; 
Hearst seeking a boost to 1 kw for 
his KTM, Los Angeles; the Mem- 
phis Commercial Appeal looking for 
a day-time increase to 2% for 
WMC; Detroit News asking to be 
upped to 5 kw days for WWJ; 
Tampa Times looking for similar 
increase for WDAE; Hearst apply- 
ing for increase to 1 kw for WISN, 
Milwaukee; and the Bluefield, W. 
Va., Telegraph asking jump to 500 
days for WHIS. 


The Line-Up 

Major groups representing press 
entry into broadcasting line up as 
follows:— 

Hearst—KYA, San Francisco; 
KTM-KELW, Los Angeles; WBAL, 
Baltimore; WINS, New York; 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, and WISN, 
Milwaukee. 

McClatchy—KFBK, Sacramento, 
KWJ, Fresno; KWG._ Stockton: 
KERN, Bakersfield, and KOH, Reno. 

Gannett — WHEC, Rochester; 


WESG, Elmira; WOKO, Albany. 
- WMT, Cedar Rapids; 





Cowles 


‘KSO, Des Moines; 


Future Prosperity 


St. Paul, April 30. 

Predicting ‘inside of 10 years the 
small-town daily will have its own 
radio station and the weeklies in a 
small radius will establish a com- 
munity radio,’ Fred W. Kennedy of 
Seattle, field mgr. for the Washing- 
ton Press Assn., told Minnesota ed- 
itors and journalism studes at the 
annual short course at University 
Farm, Friday (26) that in radio lies 
the newspapers’ only practical hope 
and future. 

‘The future of newspapers out- 
side the metropolitan field is in the 
air, the radio,’ Kennedy declared, 
He paralleled the rags’ present op- 
portunity to gobble up radio and so 
protect themselves against future 
doom with the raflroads’ similar 
chance years ago with regard to bus 
and motor truck lines. The rail- 
roads’ desultory action in not sub- 
sidizing the competition as it arose 
—and their present predicament, as 
a result—should serve as a warn- 
ing to newspaper pubs, he averred. 

‘The metropolitan newspaper with 
the radio station now has a two- 
way blanket of its service area: the 
printed word as well as the spoken 
word,’ Kennedy potnted out. ‘Peo- 
ple in small communities adjacent 
to the cities have a tendency to 
desert the small merchant of their 
own communities for the city mer- 
chant. The small-town editor has 
always been handed the responsibil- 
ity of keeping trade at home. But 
now the merchant must co-operate 
efficiently. 

‘It is a case of the survival of the 
fittest and the small-town publisher 
must take a tip from the metropol- 
itan publisher,’ Kennedy warned. 





KRNT, Des 
Moines. 

Other sheets with direct relation- 
ships in radio field, either through 
interlocking ownership, active op- 
eration, affiliation, or leasing, in- 
clude: 

Chicago Tribune, Atlanta Journal, 
Louisville Journal, Memphis Com- 
mercial Appeal, Worcester Tele- 
gram, Kansas City Star, St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch, Buffalo Evening 
News, Cleveland Plain Dealer, Port- 
land Oregonian, Philadelphia Ledge. 


er, Salt Lake City Tribune, Mile 
waukee Journal, Sioux City, Ia, 
Journal, Rock Island, Ill, Argus, 


South Bend, Ind., Tribune, Water- 
bury, Conn., Republican, Miami 
Daily News. 

Tampa Times; Clearwater, Fla., 
Sun; Fayetteville, Ark., Democrat; 
San Francisco Chronicle; Oakland 
Tribune; Lancaster, Pa., New Era; 
Drovers Daily Journal, Chicago; 
Prairie Farmer, Chicago; Elkhart, 


Ind., Truth; Detroit News; Battle 
Creek Enquirer; Capper Publica- 
tions (Kansas); Wichita, Kans., 
Eagle; Superior, Wis., Telegram; 
Coffeyville, Kans., Journal; Albu- 
querque, N. M., Journal; Jewish 


Daily Forward (New York); Baton 
Rouge, La., Star-Times; Mar- 
quette, Mich., Journal; Vicksburg, 
Miss., Post; Lancaster, Pa., Intelli- 
gencer; Ogden, Utah, Standard-Ex- 


aminer; Roanoke, Va., Times; New 
Bedford, Mass., Standard-Times; 
Shreveport, La., Journal; Dallas 


News; Houston Post; Dallas Times- 
Herald; Houston Chronicle; Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram; Dodge City, 
Kans., Globe; Norfolk, Neb., News; 
Minneapolis Tribune; St. Paul 
Press; Asheville, N. C., Citizen; 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette; Enté, 
Okla., News and Eagle; Portland, 
Ore., Journal; Allentown, Pa., Call; 
Burlington, Va., Daily News. 
Huntington, W. Va., Advertiser; 
Williamsport, Pa. Sun-Gazette; 
Waterbury, Vt., Record; Columbus, 
O., Dispatch; Dayton, O., Herald; 
Oklahoma City Oklahoman; Nor- 
folk, Va., Ledger-Dispatch; Colum- 
bus, O., State Journal; Scranton, 
Pa., Times; Harrisburg, Pa., Tele- 
graph; Bluefield, W. Va., Telegraph; 


Winston-Salem, N. C., Journal; 
Sunbury, Pa., Item; Janesville, 
Wis., Gazette; Sheboygan, WIs., 
Press; Fargo, N. D., Forum; Ander- 
son, 8S. C., Independent; Dayton, O., 
Daily News; Racine, Wis., Journal- 
Times; Greenville, S. C., News 
Piedmont; Fond du Lac, Wis., Re- 
porter; Shawnee, Okla., News; 
Phoenix, Ariz., Republican; Jack- 
son, Tenn., Sun; Madison, Wis 
Times. 
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Countess Olga Albani, Guided by 
Press Agent, Tells About Herself 


By CECELIA AGER 


* Herself, Countess Olga Albani 
would like to be known as just plain 
Olga Albani. She would like to 
arop the ‘Countess,’ she really 
would. It makes no difference to 
her, but the sponsors—ah! They 
insist upon it. Countess Albani 
supposes the sponsors like its pres- 
tige. Yes, it’s a genuine title. 
Spanish. The Countess acquired it 
by marriage. 

The Countess loves radio. ‘I love 
it—isn’t that curious?’ the Countess 
said, in her low, melodious voice, 
her soft brown eyes glowing, her 
lovely face lighted up. Rudely in- 
terrupted and asked why she loves 
it, Countess Albani thought for a 
moment, explained gently, ‘I sup- 
pose it’s because it’s my first. love, 
radio. I love it, perhaps, because 
of my innate gratefuli.ess to it. It 
has been good to me.’ 

It is amazing, the Countess went 
on, to discover how widespread 
radio is. She has ‘concertized’ in 
little bits of towns, she said, and it 
was amazing to her to find out that 
in even the littlest towns the people 
listened to the radio, and many 
recognized her name, though most 
of her concertizing is done at 
morning musicales presented in ho- 
tels. She likes concertizing because 
in radio work, she doesn’t see her 
audience, she has no way of 
gauging the size of her audience. 
It is so nice to concertize there- 
fore, and learn that she’s really got 
an audience, to concertize in little 
bits of towns and even there find 
loyal radio listeners. 

Now there was a knock at the 
door of Countess Albani’s hotel 
suite, and the Countess arose to ad- 
mit her publicity counselor, come 
to see how the interview was prog- 
ressing. ‘I have just been saying,’ 
she told him right away like a good 
child, ‘how much I love radio.’ The 
publicity counselor beamed his ap- 
proval and offered the interviewer 
biographical data. The Countess 
said, ‘But I think that sort of thing 
is so stereotyped, don’t you?’ 

‘The Countess is going to Holly- 
wood for pictures,’ the publicity 
counselor remarked, as the Countess 
Ieft the room to fetch something to 
show the interviewer. ‘But first 
she’s going to make pictures in 
New York.’ 

‘What—shorts” 
viewer. 

‘No, three-reel musicals,’ said the 
publicity counselor. 

The Countess returned, bringing 
some exquisite linens she’d bought 
for her home in Hollywood. They 
were beautiful and everyone said so. 
‘I don’t know, I just love linens and 
silver!’ she exclaimed charmingly, 
folding the linens again. 

‘Linens and silver are her hob- 
bies,’ the publicity counselor pointed 
out, 


asked the inter- 


Likes Torch Songs 

Furthermore, Countess Alban! !s 
a trained singer. She has received 
the very best musical training, she 
said. And she is so glad for her 
training, for when one is a trained 
singer, one knows how and why. 
Though she is a trained singer, and 
noted for her way with operetta and 
songs from the classics, she always 
likes tc include a torch song in her 
programs. She doesn’t believe that 
trained singers, singing torch songs, 
rob them of their earthy quality, 
their spontaneity. No, on the con- 
trary. Trained singers know how 
and why to sing them, how to get 
the right effects—the effects that 
untrained singers must achieve only 
by ear and actual instinct, 

‘I always feel that torch songs are 
like folk songs,’ she said. ‘If you get 


into the spirit, and love them.... 
If I felt declassee singing a torch 
song, I wouldn't do it. I'd feel 


cramped and unhappy—but I don't. 
I love torch songs. I’m comfortable 
doing them,’ she explained. 

‘I wonder if Warner 
knows that you dance,’ 
publicity counselor. 

‘Why no, I don’t suppose they do,’ 
said the Countess. ‘I don’t think I 
told them.’ 

It seems 


Brothers 
mused the 


when she 


the Countess, 








Storer Files with FCC 


Detroit, April 30, 

Application for a permit to con- 
struct a new radio broadcasting 
station in Detroit to operate 1,000 
watts 10 hours during the daytime 
was filed this week by George B. 
Storer, with the Federal Radio Com- 
mission, 

Storer holds interests in WSPD, 
Toledo; WWVA, Wheeling; WMMN, 
Fairmont, W. Va.; WJBK, Detroit; 
CKLW, Detroit; and recently sold 
an interest in WXYZ, also in De- 
troit. 

Following the regular procedure of 
the application going before the 
commission in the next 10 days, 
Storer could receive his license im- 
mediately if no protest is registered 
in the 20 day period allowed for 
such, 


Dave Stern Won't Allow 
Columnist on WIP Show; 
Paper, Store at Odds 


Philadelphia, April 30. 

Jim Keeny, who authors the local 
chatter column for the Philadelphia 
Record under the nom de plume of 
‘Cecil Pennyfeather,’ was nixed from 
radio broadcasting this week. 

Orders handed down by publisher 
J. David Stern prevents Keeny from 
beginning a commercial for Major 
Petroleum via WIP, as scheduled to 
run thrice weekly. Scribbler was a 
former photographer on the Record 
who won an open columnizing con- 
test few months ago for the job. It 
is understood that newspaper wants 
Keeny to concentrate on typewrit- 
ers and forget the mikes until he’s 
grooved in pounding out the daily 
stuff. 

Station, however, is reported of 
the opinion that restriction wouldn't 
have been handed down if {t were 
another studio. WIP, owned by 
Gimbel Bros., finds itself in the mid- 
dle of an ad fight between Record 
and the emporium. Daily was to 
have snared free credits on all 
Major Petroleum programs. 


MAY FOLLOW PENNER 
WITH RIPLEY SHOW 


Negotiations were on yesterday 
(Tuesday) for Robert L. Ripley to 
replace Joe Penner in the Sunday 
night bakers’ program over NBC in 
the fall. Deal calls for Ripley’s do- 
ing a minimum of 26 weeks, with 
the weekend debut preceded by 
several appearances in the Rudy 
Vallee-Fleischmann Thursday night 
frame. 

Penner departs from the bakers’ 


spot June 23. 




















decided to begin serious study, had 
to chose between singing and danc- 
ing, and she chose singing. She was 
talented in both arts, but made 
singing her major pursuit. 

The Countess has not been on the 
stage, starting right in in radio, but 
now that there are so many audi- 
ences at the radio broadcasts, she 
finds it makes her work akin to 
stage experience. ‘It develops stage 
presence and poise,’ she said. ‘You 
walk on the platform, you have to 
take your bow, then you sit. Then 
you have to get up and sing. I like 
audiences at broadcasts. They don’t 
annoy me in the least. They give me 
so much more elan. Although it’s 
really singing to the air audience 
just the same. I always think of my 
air audience. Looking at the micro- 
phone, I try to project myself as far 
as I can into infinite space. I feel 
myself surrounded by millions of 
people, and I’m singing to them.’ 

But though Countess Albani’s air 


audience is first in her heart, her 
broadcast audience is luckier. They 
can see a slim, dark, chic and 
beautiful young woman, vibrant 
with love for radio. 


- 








CUMMER JINX 
crEN ON RUN 
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Code Authority Surprised as 
Stations Follow NBC, CBS 
Lead in Tilting Time 
Prices in Face of Seasonal 
Bugaboo 


——— — 


GOOD OMEN 





Washington, April 30. 

A general and unseasonal upward 
revision of broadcast rates is un- 
der way, encouraging hopes that the 
usual end-of-winter slump may be a 
thing of the past and that prosper- 
ity really is around the corner for 
the radio industry. 

Steady stream of new rate cards 
reaching the code authority indi- 
cates everybody except 100-watters 
is following the example set by NBC 
and CBS in boosting charges. In- 
terpreted as a sign of confidence 
and evidence that the customary 
spring drop will be less severe than 
in former years, 

Several factors are cited as pos- 
sible explanation for the nearly uni- 
form trend higher: 

Code requirements stabilized rate 
making and put the industry on an 
even keel, 

General improvement in business 
confidence and more optimistic out- 


look in all lines, plus fear of in- 
flation. 

Realization that listener apathy 
during summer months has been 
counteracted to large extent by 
heavy sales of automobile radios 
and low-cost portable sets. 

Whole situation is somewhat puz- 
zling and astounding to industry 
observers and leaders here, but the 
fact that scores of transmitters are 
upping their charges, whatever the 
reason, is giving much satisfaction 
all along the line. Both government 
and industry watchers noted with 
pleasure the fact that April biz 
seems to be much better than in 
recent years and are beginning to 
look for volume of sales to hold up 
pretty substantially until June and 
possibly until July. 

Former idea that arrival of warm 
weather and late sunsets puts a 
severe crimp in radio advertising is 
on the way out, in opinion of close 
observers, who point out that popu- 
larity of automobile receivers and 
low-priced sets for camps and sum- 
mer homes should have the effect of 
materially reducing the slack busi- 
ness period. 

Analysis of the general trend is 
contemplated by James W. Baldwin, 
executive secretary of the code au- 
thority, who has been impressed by 
the number of rate changes and the 
proportion of increases. Contem- 
plates studying all recent card re- 
visions for comparison with condi- 
tions before the code and late last 
last year. 

Retention of the clause requiring 
posting of rates is expected under 
the new Recovery act, although 
Congress is thumbs down on rigid 
price-fixing moves. Revised policy 
on this point announced last week 
by the Recovery Board permits use 
of system employed in the broadcast 
agreement, 

Effect of the rate-filing clause 
was extremely beneficial to the en- 
tire industry and advantageous to 
users of radio time, in the eyes of 
Deputy Administrator William P. 
Farnsworth, who sald the stabiliz- 
ing influenced had killed off ex- 
tremely vicious competition and 
helped boost sales. General result, 
Farnsie reported, was 8 percent 
slash in average rates, but sub- 
stantial gain in revenues for indus- 
try as a whole. some stations un- 
der the code have reported sales 10 
percent over their all time highs, 
NRA exee commented. 





OVER U.S. A. 





Aylesworth Reported Called In by 
Higher-Ups in Station Jam-Up 





Tom Noonan Off Air 


Tom Noonan’s Cathedral of the 
Underworld which was revived over 
WMCA, New York starting Easter 
Sunday as a sponsored series, has 
been pencilled out. Adams Hat 
putting up for the time, backed out 
when Noonan insisted on personal 
cash, 

Only one broadcast carried on the 
contract, and that was Easter Sun- 
day session with Grand Duchess 
Marie on hand to make it an event. 
Program was also to be an inter- 
city presentation between N. Y. 
and WIP, Philly. 


WMAL DUCKING 
SALE, HEARST 
COMPLAINS 


Washington, April 30. 

Suit to compel Leese Estate to 
perform contract of promise to sell 
Station WMAL to Hearst interests 
was filed here Monday (29) in Dis- 
trict of Columbia Supreme Court, 
following reported efforts of station 
owners to evade deal and accept 
better offer. Bill of complaint filed 
by Hearst Radio, Inc., states alleged 
contract was signed Jan. 12 for 
transfer of Capital stock of M. A. 
Leese Radio Corp. at price reported 
in vicinity of $500,000, considerable 
portion in Hearst securities. 

Station is currently operated by 
NBC under contract with three 
years to run at $36,000 annually. 
With Leese attorneys refusing to 
discuss matter, town hears station 
owners seek permission of NBC to 
negotiate with other bidders, in- 
cluding Eugene Meyer, publisher of 
Washington Post and Washington 
Star, but NBC has ‘efused to grant 
consent. Previously had oked deal 
with Hearst interests. 

Suit named Fannie I. Leese, wid- 
ow, and Loraine Leese Good, Mar- 
tin Norman Leese and Earl William 
Leese as administrators. Three 
weeks ago Meyer reported having 
lost interest as bidding grew too 
steep, but when actual purchase 
was on point of developing became 
alarmed at possibility of Hearst ac- 
quiring air outlet, and re-entered 
the picture. 


Rubinoff’s Personals 


Dave Rubinoff is going on a tour 
of personal appearances, He has 
been informed 29 Century will want 
him for ‘Sing, Governor, Sing’ 
somewhere between July 1 and Aug. 

















15. Winding up on the air with 
Eddie Cantor Sunday night (28), 
Rubinoff opens at the Broadway 
Cap, Detroit, Friday (3). Other 
dates are Hipp, Baltimore, May 10; 
Palace, Chicago, May 17, and Or- 
pheum, Minneapolis, May 24, with 


additional bookings to follow, 
Arthur Brilant is in advance of 
Rubinoff on the personals. 








STOLL GIVES IN 


Send Out Once Weekly Air 
Program from Manchester 


London, April 21. 

Sir Oswald Stoll, once a staunch 
opposer of broadcasting on the air 
of vaudeville talent, has altered his 
attitude. 

His reconstructed Arwick Empire, 
which he has renamed New Man- 
chester Hippodrome, is to broadcast 
its program once weekly. Such.ex- 
periments at other spots have 
helped Stoll to the decision that 
broadcasting does not hinder box 
office receipts. 


Will 





M. H. Aylesworth is reported tak- 
ing personal charge of the NBC 
station relations situation after it 
looked for a while as if National 
Broadcasting Company might be 
cut adrift of some half dozen or 
more of its basic big stations. Those 
who were handling the station re- 
lations were not informing Alyes- 
worth heretofore. 

When WJR, Detroit, walked out 
it is understood the S.O.S. to Alyes- 
worth followed. Apparently the 
bigger people interested in NBC 
made some inquiries. 

NBC was able to line up some 35 
or 40 stations, but the recalcitrant 
group of 10 or 11 of the most indi- 
vidualistic stations could not be in- 
duced to accept NBC's compensa- 
tion plan. 

It may be possible that the NBC 
station sales plan will be revised 
on account of this Custerian stand 
by the personality stations, but that 
presents all ‘sorts of difficulties, 
NBC is committed to a uniform 
contract for all alike, 

Because of Aylesworth’s standing 
and personal popularity in the trade 
and his past relations with the sta- 
tions, the higher-uppers insisted by 
report that his services be used and 
not ignored as had been the case, 


100 K-WATTER 
FOR BALKANS 


Vienna, April 19. 

Bulgarian government, it is re- 
ported here, will shortly build the 
only 100 kilowatt radio station in 
the Balkans, 

New outfit will cost about $225,- 
000 and will be by far the most 
powerful in southeastern Europe. 

It is reported from Belgrade, 
Yugoslavia, that the government 
there is also considering erecting 
a powerful station, and American 
and British firms are already mak- 
ing offers. 

At present the most powerful 
Balkan station is in Bucharest, It 
is only 12 kilowatts. 


Boston Thinks It Spies 
Hearst Radio Behind 
Jeweler Kirby’s Bid 


3oston, April 30. 

Much sub rosa conjecture has 
been aroused in connection with tn- 
cidents attending the application 
for a new radio station {n° Boston 
by Joseph M. Kirby, a Hub jeweler, 
and the biggest name that repeat- 
edly crops up in the wiseacre dope 
is that of William Randolph Hearst. 

Several months ago Kirby applied 
to the Federal Communications 
commission for a license and was 
granted daytime privileges on his 
proposed station. The jeweler then 
avplied for a full time license, and 
while waiting for an answer on this 
application let his building permit 
on the station lapse. 














This week, following a hearing 
at Washington, he was finally 
granted an extension on his build- 
ing permit. This new permit ex- 
pires July 16, 1935. In fact the sta- 


tion must be erected and operating 
by that time or Kirby will have an- 
other expired permit on his hands. 
Only in the past few days have 
radio circles in Greater Boston 
buzzed with questions as to what 
the permit renewal is all about. 
Local radio men are trying to de- 
termine if Kirby has started spad- 
ing ground for a new broadcast 
outlet, or if he has purchased any 


equipment. But the uppermost 
question around here is, ‘Where 
does Hearst fit into the picture?’ 
Current theory links Governor 
James M. Curley of Massachusetts 
with the Hearst interests in the 
proposed station, but nothing of 


this nature can be verified. 
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MAE WEST [JOHN BARRYMORE 
With Paul Cavanaugh, Gilbert/ «py. Jest’ 

Emery, Grant Withers Dramatic Sketch 
‘Goin’ to Town’ 15 Mins. 


COMMERCIAL 
KHJ, Los Angeles 


Mae West was on Hollywood 
Hotel program for a one-timer as 
a free will offering to Louella Par- 
sons, Hearst film columnist, who 
seems to wave a magic wand in 
getting the top picture names for 


her section of this Campbell Soup 
program, without an expenditure of 
coin. temarkable angle in connec- 
tion with Miss West was that up 
to now the come-on gal had nixed 
proffers from the air. For awhile 
she could virtually write her own 
ticket. 

At that, Miss West might have 
thought the one mike appearance 
good showmanship and worth much 
to her, considering her new picture 
is about to hit the theatres. Her 
contribution, with Paul Cavanaugh, 
Gilbert Emery and Grant Withers, 
from the picture cast, was two brief 
excerpts from the new film, ‘Goin’ 
to Town,’ and in reality a teaser 
for this picture. 

Miss West doesn’t listen well. Her 
throaty delivery doesn’t lend itself 
to the air medium. 

West feature was devised from 
sections of the film to give the ac- 
tress almost a monolog in tossing 
over the now-traditional West type 
of wisecracks. It’s a cinch she had 
a heavy audience on this night and 
some good nifties came through 
the ether, despite the lack of clar- 
ity in her enunciation. 

Miss West perhaps is  handi- 
capped in reading before the mike 
—one could suspect a nervousness, 
borne out when at the close of her 
program she ad libbed. Here her 
enunciation was oke. Impromptu 
stuff was a fitting topper, and one 
of the best laughs of the show. 
Called back for a parting shot she 
said, ‘I hope all my husbands are 
listening in. I see by the after- 
noon paners, they’ve dug up two 
new husbands I’d overlooked. All 
right with me if they don’t sue for 
alimony.’ eat 

Had Miss West interspersed with 
one of her songs, complexion of her 
brief mike anpearance might have 
Seen much different. Listeners ex- 
pected some vocalizing from her, 


‘but on this score all that was 


forthcoming was 
apology. 


WHEC DRAMA GUILD 
With Clete Lochner, Joan Harding, 

Helen Griffin and Morden Buck 
30 Mins. 

Sustaining 
WHEC, Rochester 

Clete Lochner, ‘local actor, with 
some professional experience, has 
undertaken to write, produce and 
act in a new play broadcast over 
WHEC each Monday night. Sev- 
eral amateurs co-operate in the pro- 
ductions billed as the WHEC Drama 
Guild. They manage to be fairly 
entertaining, though, as might be 
expected, it is. pretty light drama 
compared with the usual run of air 
plays. 

‘Spook Manor’ gave the experi- 
ences of two young couples who 
ducked a dance to investigate re- 
ports of ghosts in a deserted house. 
One of the boys had borrowed the 
key from the caretaker and, of 
course, it began to rain before they 
reached the manor. One couple was 
timid and became properly terri- 
fied on hearing sounds and seeing 
a ghost and becoming separated 
from the other couple. Finally the 
timid chap smells tobacco on the 
ghost, socks him and finds it is 
the caretaker trying to give them a 
thrill. The timid one’s bravery wins 
the girl. 

Joan Harding, Helen Oviatt Grif- 
fin, Morden Buck and Lochner 
formed the cast. 


PEERLESS TRIO 


an announcer’s 
Stan, 


Vocal 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 
A mixed trio harmonizing on 


susiainers over the NBC red ioop. 
Two tenors (Richard Maxwell and 
Norman Price) and a contralto, they 
sing standards, currents, and class- 
icals. All have trained voices, which 
blend well. Threesome get the best 
results with the more substantial, 
enduring type of musical numbers, 


Include in their repertoire nov- 
elty bits and arrangements; those 
inclining toward ‘cuteness’ pro- 


grams are not always of the same 
effectiveness, due to questionable 
number selection on some. A Sun- 
day-morning swing caught was a 
bit off because of this tendency in 
program charting. Jaco. 


CHARLES STARK 
(Voice of Night) 
Poetry and Music 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
KYW, Philadelphia 

Charlie Stark, a WCAU an- 
mouncer has moved downstairs to 
KYW, the sister station, for a 
thrice-weekly shot at verse. Stark’s 
vocal pipes have an unusually deep 
resonance, making for nice listen- 
ing. Choice of poetry, and recorded 
incidental music is tops. In addi- 
tion, the spieler has appreciable 
sense of feeling for his delivered 
material. 

General result is a good program, 
airing at the right time, with no fol- 
Gosch. 


COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


John Barrymore again breaking 
front-page notice during his New 
York sojourn, took a radio fling via 
Shell Chateau. Nice build-up from 
M.C. Al Jolson, with announcement 
that the romantic actor would pre- 
sent an excerpt from his greatest 
footlight hit, ‘The Jest.’ 

This Florentine horse-opera also 
smacks of blood and thunder which 
permits Barrymore ample room for 
mad laughs and extended gutteral 
exclamations. His style is com- 
manding, however, with a sly com- 
edy touch in the treatment. 

Incidentally this was one of the 
longest running guest appearances 
ever included on a major air spread. 
It took up a good 15 minutes in it- 
self. Well done on the whole by 
the entire cast. 


FAMOUS BABIES 


Dr. Louis I. Harris 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WABC, New York 


Using the title ‘Famous Babies’ as 
a springboard to advice on infant 
care, this once-a-weeker is directed 
at, and limited to, the mothers of 
babies. Which is okey-dokey for its 
sponsors, the makers of ZBT Baby 
Powder, for only the mothers of ba- 
bies-are prospective purchasers of 
their product. 

Commercial sales talk, surrounded 
by organ lullabies, opens, halves and 
closes Dr. Louis I. Harris’ discus- 
sion, presented in interview form. 
Dr. Harris’ voice and manner is 
dignified and reassuring in the style 
of the sage family physician. Like 
all doctors and trained nurses in 
maternity hospitals, he addresses 
his audience as ‘mother,’ giving his 
chatter the personal touch while 
dishing out general advice now ac- 
cepted as the modern method for in- 
fant care—no rocking, no kissing 
except, if one must, in ‘safety 
zones,’ no sponges, strict routine, 
ete. Only in suggesting that baby 
be ‘properly powdered’ after his 
bath does Dr. Harris. reveal his 
alignment with program’s sponsors, 
since nowadays many pediatric au- 
thorities prefer that baby be oiled 
rather than powdered after his 
bath. Even though ZBT Baby Pow- 
der, says the announcer, is the only 
baby powder made with olive oil, 

Opening with a brief account of 
famous babies’ Jimmy and Johnny 
Woods’ reactions to the circus, both 
Dr. Harris and his interview stress 
the real importance of the ‘every- 
day’ baby, which is comforting, 
since that is the kind of baby radio 
listeners have. If mother is already 
caring for baby in the manner Dr. 
Harris counsels, mother feels wise 
and good. If she isn’t, Dr. Harris 
should be a convincer. While point- 
ing out, with commendable re- 
straint, that babies are dear, help- 
less little things, program takes 
good care to glorify mother. Ager. 





‘LIFE OF MARY SOTHERN’ 
Linda Carlin 

15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 


This is a Mutual web program 
originating at WLW, Cincinnati, 
and hitting at 4:30 p.m., EST, Mon- 
days through Fridays. Cal-Aspirin 
is the sponsor. 

It’s a plotty interlude with di- 
rect and simplified characterization. 
Likely to please and reported al- 
ready: established. Mary Sothern is 
a gal to whom things happen. The 
complications run to melodrama but 
stick to the home and family de- 
fense motivation. Acted with nice 
pace and not hard to follow even 
when tuned in casually without 
benefit of the plot synopsis. 

Cal-Aspirin commercial copy is 
neither the longest nor the snap- 
piest on rocord. Probably stays in- 
side the saturation level. Only ob- 
jections likely would proceed from 
the orthodox aspirin brands. In 
self-touting Cal-Aspirin is pretty 
direct and derogatory to straight 
aspirin, mentioning stomach dis- 
tress as caused by the latter, but 
not by Cal-Aspirin. Land. 


‘HO HUM, HILLBILLY HILDA’ 

With Ellen Mantler, Edmund Neary, 
James Milne, George Bowe, 
Dolores Hanford and others 

Original Musicomedy 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WICC, Bridgeport 


Last fall Alma Dettinger, am- 
bitious scripter, supplied WICC’s 
production staff with the libretto of 
‘Radio Rose.’ Earnestly staged, the 
show made a first-time impression 
that won it a Yankee-network re- 
peat. 

Same good fortune will not be- 
come the lot of Miss Dettinger's 
latest brainchild, a Kentucky moun- 
tain feuding trifle. Cast, largely 
that recruited for ‘Radio Rose,’ 
didn't seem sold on vehicle, with 
result that entire offering thudded. 
Best of tunes was ‘Would You 
Care,’ offered by Dolores Hanford, 
soprano, 

Revision of script, words and 
music and subsequent reproduction 
being mulled by studio execs. Miller. 








A T & T’s CELEBRATION 

Grace Moore, Dizzy Dean, Rufus 
Dawes, Ted WHusing, Edwin C. 
Hill, Channing Pollock, Andre 
Kostelanetz 

Talk, Music 

60 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WABC, New York 
Thing that likely tickled the lis- 

teners most about this hour's broad- 

cast last Sunday evening (28) over 

a CBS hookup was the fact that 


they were getting something for 
nothing from the telephone com- 
pany. American Telephone & 


Telegraph Co. took the occasion of 
its 50th anniversary to make its 
first radio gesture of goodwill to the 
consumer, With the overlying idea 
of an hour’s patter, dramatics, music 
and trick telephone connections be- 
ing to impress the subscriber with 
the great boon that the telephone 
has been to their daily lives and 
the great sacrifices made by the 
wire combine’s employees to keep 
this service unimpeded. 

It was a gala event for glittering 
adjectives and low salaams and high 
sounding kudos, with paid and un- 
paid spokesman testifying to the 
A T & T’s achievements. Topping 
off the program was a talk by the 
company’s president, Walter S. Gif- 
ford, in which he assured the lis- 
teners fantastically that the A. T. 
& T. was as much theirs as his and 
that without their help (nickels) 
the A. T. & T. couldn’t be what 
(9%) it is today. With the wire 
combine faced by a Federal Com- 
munications Commission investiga- 
tion and the unlinking intentions of 
the proposed Rayburn anti-holding 
company bill, it all savored of art- 
ful public-relationing with tongue 
in cheek, 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
born agency turned out a slick piece 
of radio production, The talks, 
musical numbers, dramatized epi- 
sodes and stunt phone hookups 
were deftly dovetailed and carried 
off without a blemish. Highlight of 
the wire links was a six-way con- 
versation in which Grace Moore 
participated from Hollywood, Dizzy 
Dean from Sportsmen’s Park, St. 
Louis, Rufus Dawes, pres of the 
Chicago Fair, from that city, Dr. 
Karl Compton, head of the Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, 
from Boston, Ted Husing from New 
York, and Admiral Cary T. Gray- 
son, chairman of the American Red 
Cross from Washington. Occasion 
gave Miss Moore an opportunity to 
put in a plug for her forthcoming 
Columbia picture, ‘Love Me For- 
ever.’ 

Dramatic bits, each staged in the 
‘March of Time’ manner, sought to 
sketch the development of the tele- 
phone, recounted several famous 
phone conversations of the past 
year, and showed how A. T. & T. 
employees have acted in time of 
public stress and disaster. Odec. 





KNOX MANNING 
Commentator 

15- Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WNAC, Boston 

Knox Manning created a slight 
flurry in Boston ether circles when 
he divorced. himself from John 
Shepard’s announcing staff and 
bounced back overnight as a bona 
fide topical commentator with a 
daily quarter-hour slice all his own. 

In his new field, Manning has not 
yet arrived, but he’s going places. 
Saddest commentary on his com- 
mentating is that he still sounds 
like an announcer, and apparently 
it will take many more broadcasts 
for him to spiel like ordinary hu- 
man beings. When he climbs out 
of that unnatural groove he’ll rate 
more serious attention. 

Steady Hub radio Hsteners will 
certainly be prone to note that he 
has combined techniques of ‘Dick’ 
Grant, local torrid political rough- 
rider of the air, and Boake Carter, 
whose sponsors let him blend com- 
mercial blurbs with his straight gab. 
When caught, Manning was doing 
a good ‘Grant’ and a fisppo ‘Carter.’ 
Manning’s final plug ran something 
like three minutes (probably not his 
fault) and he was doing his best 
to hold interest. 

Covered the Tercentenary cele- 
bration of the Boston Latin school, 
blasted Secretary of Agriculture 
Henry Wallace for maligning New 
England’s industrial fortitude, 
rapped local _ politicians linked 
in a land taking scandal, and 
polished off with an assortment of 
miscellaneous facts, 

On the whole, it shapes up well. 
Manning’s voice has the necessary 
punch for the assignment, but he 
should waste no time in ‘natural- 
izing’ his inflections. Sponsored by 
a dentistry chain, Daily at 10:45 a.m. 

Foz. 





‘ORIGINALITIES’ 
With Jack Owen 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 

WJZ, New York 


Tenor augmented by a five-piece 
musical group. No {identification 
except of the tenor. Typical studio 
fill-in of a 15-minute chasm on the 
program schedule, It just happens 
to be lstenable. 

But the way it’s handled, billed 
and built indicates quite obviously 
that the function in radio of ‘Origi- 
nalities’ is to throw a nice-looking 
court plaster overa gap, Land, 





HOUSE OF GLASS 
Gertrude Berg, Joe Greenwald, Paul 
Stewart, Helen Dumas, Bertha 
Walden, Arlene Blackburn, Celia 
Babcock 
Serial Drama 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WJZ, New York 
Gertrude Berg is back on NBC, 
this time for Supersuds, with a 
dramatic idea, a set of characters 
and a background that offer rich 
possibilities. From the writing and 
acting angles her present script, 
judging from the episodes so far, 
rates over ‘The Goldbergs,’ but it is 
doubtful whether this program will 
come anywhere near the popularity 
achieved by its predecessor. Aside 
from the fact that it’s confined to a 
single weekly release, a half hour 
Wednesday nights, ‘The House of 
Glass’ lacks the fine interplay of 
human facets which derived from 
the casting of the two lead charac- 
ters in ‘The Goldbergs.’ 


In ‘The House of Glass’ Miss Berg 
has reversed the characterizations. 
No longer is she the kindly, philo- 
sophical Jewish mother and house- 
wife. These characteristics have 
been assigned to the head of the 
Glass household, Joe Greenwald, 
while she herself plays a cold, mat- 
ter-of-fact businesswoman whose 
major concern is the success of her 
summer resort venture. 

Miss Berg has imported into her 
new work a motley crew of charac- 
ters. These include a Slavic dish- 
washer straight from the mines of 
Pennsylvania, a Swede cook, a head- 
waitress who slings a mean sample 
of 10th avenue patois, and an as- 
sistant waitress with a small daugh- 
ter. The combination offers crack 
material for comedy, pathos and ex- 
citement. The script will also in- 
clude the parent-children angle. 
Grownup progeny are slated to make 
their debut in a future installment. 
In the cases of both Mr. and Mrs. 
Glass the Jewish dialect is kept 
down to a minimum. During last 
week’s (24) Miss Berg dropped it 
completely in a passage that had 
her laying down the law to the ar- 
riving hotel help. 

Patter about keeping that lovely, 
alluring softness about the hands by 
using Supersuds for the dishwash- 
ing is shared between basso an- 





nouncer and femme testimonial 
givers, Odec. 
‘SPREAD EAGLE’ 

Theatre Union Production with 


Abner Biberman, Frances Bavier, 
Hume Cronyn, Howard da Silva, 
Harold Johnsrude, Sidney Packer, 
Joseph Pevney, Wendell Phillips, 


Hilda Reis. Samuel Roland and 
Hester Sondergaard. 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 


WEVD, New York 


Theatre Union, producers. of so- 
clological plays, has tied up with 
Station WEVD for a series of Sun- 
day night broadcasts, first of which 
was ‘Spread Eagle.’ ‘Stevedore,’ 
‘Processional,’ ‘Gods of Lightning,’ 
‘1931’ and others will follow. So- 
cial Plays of the Past Decade is the 
monicker of the series. Irving Gor- 
don director of the group’s current 
show, ‘The Black Pit,’ handled the 
30-minute run here, 

Cast comprised of ‘Black Pit’ 
members, and also from the ranks 
of its experimental studio. Good 
training for the novices. First play 
Sunday, from the pens of Walter 
Lister and George S. Brooks, caused 
somewhat of a sensation when Jed 
Harris produced it several years 
ago. 

Main idea jells around a cooked- 
up revolution below the Rio Grande, 
with certain innocents dragged into 
the plot. Flag-waving, national an- 
thems, and patriotism run riot. Play 
sliced into three distinct sections, 
with train rumbling welding the 
action together. Thinning out of 
the wordy plot was well executed. 
Brisk delivery for the most part 
with a few ‘nuts’ and ‘damns’ 
thrown in. Excitement and hysteria 
up to the curtain fall. Voices fre- 
auently piled up on each other, with 
no particular stand-out. 

Station. hasn’t any commercial 
tie-up on the presentations, consid- 
ering it a good talent outlay for 
its listeners. Radio, adaptation 
credited to Florence Eskinazi and 
Robert Barton. Airs on Sunday 
nights at 10:30 p.m., EDST. 





‘THE VINEGAR TREE’ 

With Mary Boland, Walter Con- 
nolly, Osgood Perkins 

Drama 

COMMERCIAL 

WEAF, New York 


Fleischmann Yeast brought Mary 
Boland, Walter Connolly and Os- 
good Perkins together last Thurs- 
day night (18) for the reading of an 
excerpt from ‘The Vinegar Tree.’ 
Services of this skillful threesome 
could have been put to far more 
telling use. (Miss Boland created 
the lead role of the play for its 
Broadway run four seasons ago.) 

Patter retailed by the trio had all 
the earmarks of the usual concoc- 
tion of drawing room fluff, only in 
this instance it sounded more point- 
less and banal without the stage 
setting and situations. Producers 
of the program would perhaps have 
been more selective about outfitting 
the comedienne with a script had 
they known that the show did a 
terrific bust when taken out on the 
road. Odea. - 





MAX BAER 
With Carson Kanin, Stephen ox, 

Ted Di Corsia, Kenneth (| -ig- 

neaux. 
Melodrama 
30 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 

Max Baer returns to the air under 
the auspices of Ruthrauth & Ryan, 
the same agency which last year 
headlined him on the Goodrich pro- 
gram prior to his champion ship 
fight. As before, the pugilist is out- 
fitted with literary material by Len 
Holden and put through his acting 
paces by Chet Miller of the Jean 
Grombach organization. And as be- 
fore, the results are surprisingly 
good, bearing in mind that the pro- 
tagonist is supposed to be e fighter 
and not an actor. 

However, since. & lot of the talent 
on the air can neither act nor fight, 
it looks like Baer is quite a remark- 
able fellow. But even granted that 
he is literate and versatile, provid- 
ing him with what it takes and 
grooving the omnibus as an enter- 
tainment was the chief problem. 
Max Baer in a once-a-week yawn 
would have been poor value for the 
coin invested. It had to be more 
than just a celebrity chase. And it 
is. It’s bright and breezy amuse- 
ment. 

Holden sticks to plot. Doesn't try 
for wit or lines that glisten. Story 
moves. Sufficiently involved for 
sleuthing purposes, yet basically 
simple. Baer is Lucky Smith, a 
gentlemanly detective. His weak- 
ness is the ladies. Comes a beauti- 
ful heiress who lives by the river's 
edge in a crumbling mansion from 
which, under penalty of her eccen- 
tric father’s will, she may not move. 
Scoundrels plot to divert the fortune 
through the artifice of a double for 
the girl. But Maxey is a match for 
them and the evil-doers are undone, 

Except that the fighting is 
jumbled and the pandemonimum of 
sound effects leaves the listener un- 
informed until explanations are 
forthcoming, the story consistently 
held attention. 

Interruptions for the commercial 
plugs (Gillette blades) were done 
with discrimination and at a logical 
point in the narrative so the good 
will was not jeopardized. Ringside 
tickets and transportation to Baer's 
next fight are held out as prize bait 
for best letters on shaving. In view 
of the temper of the times and the 
admitted cynicism of large sections 
of the public, it might be well to 
give some. assurances geographic- 
ally. Persons in the west might 
logically surmise that there would 
be few winners in the distant zones 
with three cents a mile figured. 

Contests are often characterized 
by certain vagueness as to the pre- 
cise nature of the prizes. ‘Ringside’ 
will mean the first few rows to most 
people, but as a matter of fact in 
the east ‘ringside’ can be half a mile 
from the ropes. And ‘transportation’ 
should be clarified. Land, 


PRESS AGENTS PARADISE 
Stunt Program 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, New York 

WNEW, New York, bent on doing 
the unusual via its air waves, cores 
raled a mob of p.a.’s along the street 
for a broadcast, dubbing it Press- 
Agent’s Paradise. Hour was minus 
any fanfare of gongs or pistol sho 
usually associated with amate 
nights, but was long on plugs for 
various clients. P. A.’s sure of their 
time cooked up any number of ways 
and means for bringing their pet 
customers in for mention. 

Ed Wiener up first on the novice 
list, told of Lindbergh’s South 
American flight, which was a sort 
of good-will excursion, with funds 
supplied by Guggenheim interests, 
This was his best stunt, but just 
what part he played in it he himself 
is vague, as the Ivy Lee public rela- 
tions’ office is supposed to have 
handled the entire program. His 
prize boner concerned the dance 
team of Veloz and Yolanda. But 
Hauptmann happened to get pinched 
that day and no reporters were 
available for the next six months. 
Then some last-minute blurbs about 
an Anti-Nazi shindig at the Hippo- 
drome, which he is handling. Wien- 
er’s hesitant voice and stuttering 
manner came over like a bashful 
mimic at Si Fabian’s Brooklyn mad- 
house on Monday nights. 

Mack Millar, station’s own oi. 
who also ballys hot spots as a side- 
line, followed. Rudy Vallee is his 
creation, with the Vagabond Lover 
rating at least 24 identifications in 
this section of the broadcast. War- 
bler tried to trek across country un- 
der cover, but old man Millar got 
wind of it, sent the Vallee minute- 
men down to the Grand Central, 
along with a flock of Hollywood 
Restaurant beauts, and lo, the 
secret was out. His boner also con- 
cerned Vallee, being something 
about a marriage ceremony within 
his band ranks, which did not jell 
as expected. This was too hazy in 
treatment to catch, and fell with 
a thud. Also takes credit for early 
Hauptmann excitment on the air a 
month before the trial started. 

Dave Albers treyed on this all- 
novice spread, soared Tony Wons’ 
stock skyward. CBS and Friday 
the 13th were used for a man on 
the street confab. with Wons tieing 
up traffic at 49th and Broadway. 
To make it a humdinger, Albers flew 


(Continued on page 38) 
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Inside Stuff—Radio 


At the conclusion of its present series of 13 quarter hours over the | 
NBC blue web, the Mexican government contemplates increasing its 
schedule to 30-minute programs, Protest filed by 16 anti-Mexican mem- 
bers of Congress against the first broadcast (March 21) is described by 





the Mexican government’s American advertising agency, DeArmo & 
Kilborn, as ‘a tempest in a teacup.’ 
Poem recited in Spanish with background music was called lewd 


and indecent by the anti-Mexican bloc. This poem is ‘En Elogio de 
Silves,’ and is 850 years old. It was originally written in Arabic by a 
Moorish prince who died in 1095 in a Spanish jail. Rev. Wilfred Parsons. 
one of the editors of the magazine, ‘America,’ is the authority for the 
allegedly objectionable translation. 

All of the Mexican programs are broadcast from New York on Thurs- 
day nights with Machado’s orchestra and guest singers. Announce- 
ments are in English by Alois Havrilla, but the music and the lyrics 
are Mexican. Program seeks to attract American tourists. A free book- 
let describing Mexico is given away in connection with the program, 





WFIL’s (Philadelphia) newly established policy of segregating de- 
partment ownership and studio operation, finds both Lit Brothers and 
Strawbridge & Clothier stores now bankrolling their Commerciai 
shows. 

Former emporium is sponsoring the WFIL Little Symphony, for a 
Monday eve 60-minute stanza. Group is batoned by Saul Caston, out- 
standing member of the Philadelphia Orchestra with the complete line-up 
from that symphony organization. Other store also leaning toward the 
more classic musical, has a string unit and chorus directed by Edynfed 
Lewis, former manager of WFYI. 

Station believes handling of parent accounts in this manner produces 
results for the store, beside the good-will institutional angle, in addition 
to supplying station with quality programs its sustaining budget might 
not allow. 





While the new, revolutionary system of radio transmission announced 
by Major Edwin H. Armstrong, profession of electrical engineering at 
Columbia University, is a vast improvement on ultra short wave broad- 
casting now in use, it will not materially aid the progress of television 
in this country in the opinion of research experts interested in television 
development. The improvement on ultra short wave work, such as used 
on television, is admitted. The only hitch is that this development is not 
pertinent to present television problems. 

Biggest tasks now confronting television, say those interested in its 
growth, are the obtaining of the funds and showmanship necessary to 
bring this medium up to the standard of present-day radio broadcasting. 





Restrained from sponsoring a news program on WJZ, New York, 
because of the press-radio pact, Blackstone cigar has done what it 
considers the next best thing. It has bought the 10-minute evening 
spot between the press-radio bulletins and Lowell Thomas three times 
a week. 

Blackstone’s program consists of an orchestra under Jack Shilkret’s 
direction, and a revival of the Captain Blackstone character. Latter 
figure was part of the Blackstone Plantation, which, with Frank Crumit 
and Julia Sanderson, ran on NBC for five consecutive years. Cigar 
brand supports a Transradio series on WOR, Newark, and aiso on the 


Yankee network. 





Gilbert Martin, former announcer for the Detroit symphony, is now 
with the Ringling-Barnum & Bailey circus, announcing the feature 
acts at Madison Square Garden but is slated for radio plugging of the 
big show in advance. 

Martin has fully recovered from the slugging received when he and 
his wife were kidnapped by Clyde Barrow and Bonnie Parker last year in 
Oklahoma. Mrs. Martin is still in the hospital. Soon after the Martins 
were assaulted the notorious pair were machine-gunned to death by 


G men. 





WMCA, New York, took its portable mikes into the heart of ‘the 
beach,’ wailing wall of the actors in Times Square. Question asked 
by A. L. Alexander as the man on the flying assignment was, ‘What do 
you think of the new law legalizing Sunday legit?’ About 20 performers 
spoke briefly. 

Majority were against the measure on the reasoning that the man- 
agers will benefit, but that there is nothing direct or tangible for the 
actors. Most of those interviewed appeared to be vaudevillians, 





Three new orchestras airing over WOR, New York nightly joining the 
out-of-town dance parade which station now broadcasts. Irving Conn 
playing at Ben Riley’s Arrowhead Inn, new on the schedule. Spot is in 
the city limits so the management is paying the tax assessment. 

Frank Hayne from Murray’s at Tuckahoe and Dorsey Brothers, play- 
ing at Glen Island Casino are other two additions here. Trio is spotted 
twice weekly at night over station. Chicago, Cincinnati and other 
far-flung posts fill in between. 





Entertainment talent for the maiden voyage of French Line’s Nor- 
mandie still hangs fire. Most of the acts will be from the continental 
night spots, it is thought. Nothing has been settled definitely, however, 
in this line. A variety of tango and rumba orchestras will supplant the 
regular syncopated outfits on the numerous terraces and salons. 

Sailing date is May 29. Both NBC and CBS engineering staffs will go 
over two weeks in advance to set broadcasts. 





Sophie Tucker plans to discard the red hot mama stuff in her Music 
Hall series over WHN, New York, and play the role of godmother to 
the vaude talent on board. She figures her reputation has become an 
adverse factor in securing a radio break. So she’s going out after a new 


rep. 





Irene Castle McLaughlin recently made some ether platters for Formfit 
corsets. One condition which Mrs, McLaughlin insisted upon was that 
the platters would not be released on any Chicago station, as it would 
not jibe with her social standing in Chi. 





Within two weeks both Metro and Warners offered to test Francia 
White with prospective contracts in view. Los Angeles singer, now in 
New York under contract to NBC, couldn't get a tumble for pictures 
prior to her radio pact except for occasional back scene dubbing, 





Hearst Variety hour is planned over WINS, New York, shortly in 


which all talent will be drafted from within the ranks of Hearst em- 
Ployees. Station has Issued several thousand letters to staffs in all en- 
terprises owned and operated by Hearst interests, to line up entertainers. 








Attorney Julius Kendler’s motion to 
dismiss the complaint on the ground 
that the suing authors did not set 
forth a cause for action. 

The $3,000 claimed is alleged val- 
uation of material they state was 
furnished Pearl and Wells on the 
old Lucky Strike-Baron Munchausen 
series of broadcasts. 


Material Suit Against 
Pearl-Wells Dismissed 


Suit by Howard Snyder and Hugh 
Wedlock, Jr., for $3,000 against Jack 
Pearl and William K. Wells never 
reached the jury before Judge Wen- 
del in City Court. Latter granted 








Tough to Follow 


the odd twists of 
competition existing between 
ad agency producers is the 
rush to register musical titles 
which Gregory Williamson and 
Thomas McAvity, of Lord & 
Thomas’ New York office, en- 
gage in weekly. Gregory 
handles the Lucky Strike show 
and McAvity, RCA _ Victor’s 
Radio City Party. One show 
follows the other, in that. or- 
der, on NBC’s red (WEAF) 
link Saturday nights. 

With the production idea of 
his program necessitating the 
use of at least 14 current song 
releases a week, Williamson 
has to protect his first call on 
such numbers by filing the 
program listing as far ahead 
as possible. By the time that 
Williamson has_ staked his 
claim there are few current 
tunes that McAvity may use 
for his show. An NBC rule 
prohibits the repetition of the 
same number on a network 
within less than three hours. 

Victor stanza got around 
this situation last Saturday 
night (27) by confining itself 
to operetta. 





Among 














TRADE BETTER; 
HELP BENEFIT 


Los Angeles, April 30. 

With KHJ, Los Angeles, and the 
Don Lee Coast network showing an 
unprecedented profit during the last 
90 days, the chain is putting more 
weekly coin into some of the em- 
ployee pay envelopes. 

Boosts have gone principally to 
program producers, announcers and 





.| office staff, with the raises averag- 


ing around 10 to 12%%. 


Bill Cooper at WTEL 
Philadelphia, April $0. 

Newest face at WTEL this week 
is Bill Cooper, as press representa- 
tive. 

Cooper scribbles an ether column 
for a New Jersey weekly. Is using 
the tag of Jay Kenyon. 








All Coast Stations Showing Heavy 
Biz Increase; $75,000 Monthly Net 





Howard Frazier on Own 
Philadelphia, April 30. 

Howard Frazier, chief engineer at 
WPEN for many years, resigned 
this week to open his own ampli- 
fication biz. 

Frazier was consultant technician 
on the former Ed Wynn network. 


FILM STUDIO 
AIRS IN N. Y. 





First program series originating 
from an eastern film studio is being 
framed for release over WOR, 
Newark. Shows will be staged in 
Warner Brothers’ V'taphone layout 
in Brooklyn and run a half hour 
Sunday afternoons. 

Tieup is on a sustaining basis. 
Programs will let the listeners on 
the inside of film short making and 
convey the idea that they’re tuned 
in on an actual rehearsal for a one- 
reeler. 


WMBR, JACKSONVILLE, 
BID NOT ENDORSED 


Washington, April 30. 
Proposed daylight power increase 
of WMBR, Jacksonville, Fla., should 
be turned down because the state 
already exceeds quota figures and 
better service could be obtained by 
other changes, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission was told Monday 
(29) by Examiner M. H. Dalberg. 
Admitting that licensee is finan- 
cially qualified and that a need for 
better service exists, Dalberg de- 
clared evidence shows ‘conclusively 
that the same results incident to 
the increased power requested 
would be attained by an increase 
in the height of the antenna.’ Sta- 
tion wanted to go from 100 to 250 
during daylight hours. 
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Improbable Broadcasts 





No. 13~Sielivanns and the Facts of Life 





By Bob Landry 


Signature—‘Look for the Silver 
Lining.’ 

Tony Wons—Look for the Silver 
Lining—what a_ pretty thought, 
ain’t it now, folks? Ain’t it pretty 
like? There’s a heap of good in the 
best of us and a lot of bad in the 
worst of us. And I guess none of us 
ever quite forget everything. What 
do you say, buddy? 

Cheerio—I well remember when 
I was a mere boy in short pants. 
I do indeed. I well remember it. 

Wons—And you know, folks, we 
feel mighty proud to be bringing 
you these beautiful thoughts. It 
gives a fellow kind of a glow inside 
—ain’t that how you feel buddy? 

Cheerio—There’s nothing like a 
good glow inside. 

Wons—Foiks, you know you don’t 
have to die young, you don’t have 
to be sick and ailing and wonder- 
ing what’s wrong. You, too, can 
glow inside. 

Signature—F lute cadenza. 

Pollyanna — Hell-oooo, every- 
body .. . just everybody ... 
this is little Pollyanna, the sun- 
shine girl of way back before 
the war—when there were lots more 
people in the world—you remember 
how I was forever giggling and 
smiling and breaking myself up— 
well, then came the war and I was 
a Kentucky colonel and had to go 
to France and carry on and stuff. 

Music—‘Over There.’ 

Sound effect—Marching feet. 

Wons—Boots, boots, boots, etc., 
ete. 

Pollyanna—The war did things to 
me. Through an unfortunate error 
of the general staff all the Ken- 
tuck colonels were sworn in as buck 
privates. I had been taught never 
to complain but to accept life 
cheerfully and to see the silver lin- 
ing. Thinking it would be a nega- 
tive thought to mention that I was 
Pollyanna the sunshine girl, I never 
referred to my sex. I went through 
the whole war in the front line 





trenches. I saw sights that would 
make your blood run cold, I had 
a hard time seeing the silver lin- 
ing. There were moments when 
standing up to my knees in a 
thick ooze, my uniform crawling 
with cooties, shrapnel flying every 
way, parts of men’s bodies scattered 
all about, the dead and dying every- 
where—there were moments, I have 
to confess, when I almost got dis- 
couraged. 


Music—Hearts and flowers. 


Wons—Poor Little Pollyanna— 
she came back from the war with 
the Croix de Guerre and asthma. 
Her job was gone, Her health was 
broken. Her boy friend had married 
a slacker. She took to black coffee. 

Pollyanna—Ah, but then my faith 
in humanity was restored and my 
own torn and raw insides put in 
order and made to glow. I achieved 
radiant, vibrant new health through 
a glorious gift—Super Salts 

Wons—Super Salts is a merger of 
Reno, Mad and In Yourhatica salts. 
For only a few cents a day it stops 
buzzing in your ears, cures bald- 
ness, and keeps you on the move. 

Pollyanna—Now I know the 
secret of happines and I am bring- 
ing up little Pollyanna the Second 
on Super Salts. So you see, I did 
find the silver lining again after 
all. And so I say to you, live a 
good life, eat, sleep, exercise reg- 
ularly, watch your diet and take 
Super-Salts...these are the facts of 
life as I have learned them. 

Wons—And now before signing 
off we will open a bottle of Super- 
Salts right before the microphone 
and you will hear for yourself the 
health-giving, dynamic sizzle. 

Sound effect—Bottle popping, ef- 
fervesence. 

Wons—Can’t you just feel your 
insides glow? So cool and refresh- 
ing. 

Sound effect—A scream. 

Pollyanna—My God, get the hose 
it’s set the studio on fire! 











Los Angeles, April 30. 
Broadcasting has finally emerged 
a major industry in Los Angeles, 
with a checkup of the local stations 


showing the group netting a profit 
of more than $75,000 a month. 

With the combined stations run- 
ning 40% more business so far this 
season over last, the increase for 
some stations during the last 60 
days has been unprecedented. 

Outstanding in this respect is the 
Don Lee Coast network, which a 
few months ago was running behind 
the eight ball, is now showing a 
monthly profit of around $30,000. 
Thomas Lee, son of the organizer 
of the chain, admitted in court last 
week in the Htigation of Mrs, Lee 
for a widow’s share of the estate 
that the chain was netting better 
than $20,000 a month. 

Heavy jump in accounts on this 
chain, now emanating 80 commer- 
cials a week, plus an economy cam- 
paign on efficiency angles, is re- 
sponsible for the almost red to deep 
black twist. 

KFI and KECA, the local NBC 
outlets, are reported to be profiting 
to the tune of around $20,000 a 
month with KNX, the 50,000-watt 
independent, running a monthly 
profit of around the same figure. 

KFWB, the Warner Brothers sta- 
tion, is showing a monthly profit for 
the first time in years. Last year 
the station went behind around $15,- 
000 but is now in the clear around 
$1,000 a month. 

In the smaller station group, 
KMTR, Hollywood, is reported to be 
showing the best gain, with around 
$2,500 a month in the black. Othera 
are all in the clear up to $1,000. 

Summer schedules for the three 
top stations KHJ (CBS), KFI 
(NBC) and KNX show a bigger 
commercialing season than in any 
years in the past. 


FROWN ON WIMJ 
2ND STATION 
BID 


Washington, April 30. 

Proposed erection of second highe 
power regional transmitter by the 
Milwaukee, Wis., Journal was nixed 
Monday (29) when Examiner R. H. 
Hyde told the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission no _ substantial 
need for additional facilities hag 
been demonstrated and recom- 
mended denial of application for 
construction permit for station op- 
erating on 1,010 with 1 kw. 

Examiner noted that publisher 1s 
well qualified from past experience 
with WTMJ and has adequate re- 
sources and also pointed out that 
Wisconsin is under quota, but said 
that granting of the request would 
result in concentration which might 
not be in the public interest. 

‘It is doubtful whether the fact 
that the state of Wisconsin is 
under-quota as to existing assign- 
ments of broadcast facilities may 
be taken as an indication of a need 
for the assignment of additional re- 
gional facilities to the Milwaukee 
area,’ Hyde said. ‘This examination 
of the assignments to the state 
would seem to show that the plac- 
ing of another regional station in 
the Milwaukee area would tend 
toward the concentration of more 
than a fair percentage of broadcast 
facilities in one area.’ 

Elaborate plans to avoid creating 
interference with other stations, 
WNOX, KCGF, WNAD, and WHN, 
received Hyde’s okay, although the 
report noted that ‘some interference 
might be caused to the reception of 
WHO and WCFL in areas outside 
the primary service area, of these 
stations.’ Sheet had developed ine 
genious plan for directional ane 
tennas, the report noted, and had 
made thorough investigation to 
make certain its projected station 
would not bother Canadians. 

Discussing proposed policies and 
programs, Hyde said evidence 
showed new transmitter would be 
operated in close conformity to 
WTMJ and that while no definite 
arrangements for chain service had 
been made the paper apparently ex- 
pected to take network features, -* 
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All time is p. 
An asterisk 
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Abbreviations: 
W (Wednesday); 





m. unless otherwise noted. 
has two or more programs they are listed consecutively. 
before name indicates advertising agency handling 


Su (Sunday); 
Th (Thursday); 


WEEK OF MAY 1-7 
This Department lists sponsored programs on the NBC, CBS, and 
Mutual neworks arranged alphabetically under the advertiser’s name, 


Where one advertiser 

















ACME PAINT 
6:30-Su-WABC 
1:45-Th-WABC 


Siniting MeConnell 
*Henri H & McD 
ar 
9-M-WEAR 
Harev Horlick 

Phil Baker 
*Parws & Peart 


AMERICAN 
HOME PRODUCTS 
(Anacin) 
7:30-M-Tu-W- 
WEAF 

Aces’ 
Ace 


‘Easy 
Goodman 
Jane Ace 
Mary Hunter 
Helen Spring 
Everett Sloan 
*Blackett-S-H 


AMERICAN 
TOBACCO 
9-Tu-WJZ 

(Half & Half) 
‘Red Trails’ 
Philip Bourneus 
John Brewster 
Warren Colston 
Arlene Blackburn 
Elaine Dumas 
J. Hanna, Dir. 
°N. W. Ayer 
8-Sat-WEAF 
(Lucky Strike) 
Lennie Hayton Ore 
Goga De Lys 
Johnny Houser 
Kay Thompson 
*Lord & Thomas 
AMERICAN RADIO 
7:30-Su-WEAF 
Fireside Recitals 
Sigurd Nilssen 
Hardesty Johnson 
Graham McNamee 
““ —-— ARMOUR 
9:30-F-WIZ 
Phil Baker 
Harry McNaughton 
Ella Logan 
Leon Belasco 
Estelle Jayne 
B. YT. BABBITT 
1:30-Su-WEAF 


Mary Small 
Bertrand Hirsch 
*Peck 
BEECHNUT 
7:30-M-W-F-WJIZ 
David Brown, Dir. 
‘Red Davis’ 
Burgess Meredith 
Jack Rosleigh 
Marion Darney 
Elizabeth Ragge 
Johnny Kane 
Eunice Howard 
Jean Southern 
*McCann-E 
BETTER SPEECH 
INSTITUTE 
2-Su-WIZ 
"Your English’ 
*Auspitz & Lee 
BISODOL 
8:30-W-WABC 
Everett Marshall 
Elizabeth Lennox 
Victor Arden's Ore 
* Blackett 
WAITT & BOND 
(Blackstone Cigar) 
11-M-W-F-WOR 
fransradio News 
Garnett Marks 
BOOTH 
FISHERIES 
11 a.m.-Th-WABC 
‘Fish Tales’ 
Dorothy Day 
Frank Dane 
Nelson 
Advise 
BORDEN 
9-F-WJZ 


T. Harrington, 


Beatrice Lillie 
Cavalier 4 
Warren Hull 
Lee Perrin Ore 


11:45-W-WEAF 


“Magic Recipes’ 
Bill Bradley 
Jane Ellison 
*Young & Rubicam 
A. 8S. BOYLE 
(Floor Wax) 
2-Su- WABC 
Irving Kaufman 
*Blackett.S-H 
H. C. BRILL 
(BE. Zee Freez 
Dessert) 
10:05 a.m.-Th- 
WABC 


Murray Kane 
Hal Kanner 
June Emmett 
*Donahue & Coe 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
9-W-WEAF 


(Sal Hepatica) 

* (Ipana) 
fred Allen 
Portiand Hoffa 
Jack Smart 
Lionel Stander 
Eileen Douglas 
{rwin Delmore 
Minerva Pious 
James Melton 
Peter Van Steedan 
*Benton & Bowles 

CAMPANA 


6:30-Su-WdZ 
Ann Seymour 
Don Ameche 
Phil Lord 
Betty Winkler 
10-F-WEAF 
‘First Nighter 
June Meredith 
Don Ameche 
Carlten Brickert 
cliff Soubier 
&~ Sagerquist Ore 


Marie 
*will 


Dir. 


CAMYBELL 
(Soup) 
9-F-WABC 
Hollywood Hotel’ 
Dick Powel. 
Louella Parsons 
Raymond Paige Ore 
Frances lLangford 
Anne Jamison 
Grace Moore 
Perry Askam 
*F W armstrong 
CARLSBAD 
(Salts) 
$:15-Fri-WJZ 
Morton Downey 
Ray Sinatri Orc 
*Kiesewetter 


CARNATIeow MILA 
10-M-WEAF 

lullaby Lady 

Ireene Wicker 

M L Eastman 

‘Erwin. Wasey 
CENTAUR CO. 
(ZBT Baby Pow- 


der) 

11 a.m.-M-WABC 
Dr. Louis I. Harris 
Louis A. Witten 
*Hanff-Metzger 
CITIES SERVICE 

8-F-WEAF 
Jessica Dragonette 
Rosario Bourdon Or 
Quartet 
*Lord & Thomas 


COCA COLA 
10:30-F-WEAF 
Frank Black Ore 
James Melton 
Chorus 
*D’Arcy 
COOK TRAVELOG 
5:30 p.m-Su- WJZ 
Malcolm La Prode 
COLGATE-PALM 
10-Tu-W EAF 
(Palmolive Soap) 


Gladys Swarthout 
John Barclay 
Al Goodman Or. 
9:30-M-WEAE 
(ColgateTooth paste) 
James Melton 
Otto Harbach 
Martha Mears 
Al Goodman Orc 
10:15 a.m.-M to F, 
Inc.-W EAF 
(Super Suds) 
Clara, Lu ‘n’ Em 
Helen King 
Isobel Carothers 
Louise Starkey 
*Benton-B 
(Super Suds) 
8:30-Wed WIZ 
‘House of Glass’ 
Gertrude Berg 
Joe Greenwald 
Paul Stewart 
Helen Dumas 
Bertha Walden 
Arline Blackburn 
Celia Babcock 
*Benton & Bowles, 
Inc. 


CONSOLIDATED 
CIGAR CO. 
9:30-M-W-F-WOR 

‘Harv ‘n’ Esther’ 

Jean Colbert 
Artell Dickson 
Rhythm irls 
Nat Brusihoff Ore 
*Aitkin-Kynett 
CORN PRODUCTS 
9:30-Tu-WABC 
(Linit) 
‘Hour of Charm’ 
Phil Spitalny 
Arline Francis 
Maxine 
Evelyn Kaye 
Pat Harrington 
Gypsy Cooper 
Mary Rumrili 
Ann De Marco 
Lilyan Perron 


12:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WABC 
‘The Gumps’ 
Wilmer Walter 
Agnes Moorehead 
Lester Jay 
George Graham 
Edith Spencer 
*E. W. Hellwig 
COTY 
(Face Powder) 
10:30-W-WEAF 
Ray Noble Orc 
*Biow 


CRYSTAL CORP. 
(Outdoor Girl) 
7:30-S-WABC 

Connie Gates 
Richard Norton 
Victor Arden’s Orc 
Burford Hampden 
Kay Carroll 

Ruth Easton 
*United Adv 


R. D. DAVIS 
(Cocomalt) 
6-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
‘Buck Rogers’ 
Curtis Arnall 
Adele Ronson 
William Shelley 
Elaine Melchior 
Edgar Stehli 
Dwight Welst 
Peggy Allenby 
*Ruthrauff & R 
DELCO 
5:45-Sa-WABC 
Art Dickson 
Charlie Morgan 
*Geyer Co 
9:45-M-W-WOR 
‘Pathe News of Air’ 
*J. Walt Thompson 
EX-LAX 
9:30-M-WABC 
Lud Gluskin 
Block & Sully 
George Givot 
Gertrude Niesen 


M (Monday); Tu (Tuesday); 

F (Friday): S: (Saturday). 
FIRESTONE HECKER 4-0 
8:30-M-WEAF 6:15-Daily Ex. Sa- 

Richard Crooks 8u-WABC 


Vocal Ensemble 
Wm. Daly Orch 
*Sweeny-James 


FITCH 
7:45-Su-WEAF 
Wendell Halli 
*K. W Ramsey 


FORD MOTOR 
9-Su-WABC 


Albert Spalding 
Detroit Symphony 

9:30-Th-W ARC 
Fred Waring 
Stella Friend 
Kay Thompsor 
"N W Ayer 


FORHAN 
(Toothpaste) 
7:15-M-W-F-WEAI 
‘Stories of the 
Black Chamber 
Edwin Whitney 
Dir. 
Jack Arthur 
Helen Claire 
Paul Nugent 
Rosaline Green 
*MecCann- Erick 


FRIGIDAIRE 
10-W-WABC 


Jack Pear! 

Cliff Hall 

Leith Stevens 
Patti Chapin 
Freddie Rich Ore 
*Geyer Co. 


GEN. BAKING 
5:30-Su- W ABC 
Julia Sanderson 
Frank Crumit 
Eddie Peabody 
Jack Shilkret Orc 
-_ . = 2 
GENERAL CIGAR 
(White Owl) 
9:30-W-WABC 
H. Polesie, Dir. 
Burns & Allen 
Ferde Grofe 
Male Octet 
*Thompson 


GEN. ELECTRIC 
12:15-Su-WEAF 


‘What Home Means 
to Me’ 

*Maxon 

GENERAL FOODS 
2:30-F-WEAF 

M. W. Barnum, Dir. 

Martha Mears 

Jimmy Wilkinson 

Al & Lee Reiser 

Warren Hull 

frances Lee Barton 

*Young & Rubican 


9-Th-WEAF 
(Maxwell) 


Frank MelIntyre 
Conrad Thibault 
Muriel Wilson 
‘Molasses ‘n’ Jan’ry 
Gus Haenschen 
7-Su-WJIZ 
(Jell-O) 
T. Harrington, 
Jack Benny 
Mary Livingston 
Don Bestor Orc 
Jimmy Grier 
Frank Parker 
*Young & Rubicam 
9:15 p.m.-M-Th-F 
(Bran Flakes) 
Tony & Gus 
Mario Chamlee 
George F. Brown 
*Young & Rubican 
GENERAL MILLS 


4:45-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WOR 

‘Life of Mary 

Southern’ 

Linda Carlon 

10:45-W-F-WEAF 

Betty Crocker 

Cooking Recipes 

*McCord Co. 

5:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 


Su-WABC 


Jack Armstrong 
All American Boy 
4-Dalily-WJZ 

‘Betty & Bob’ 
Betty Churchill 
Don Ameche 
Betty Winkler 
Art Jacobson 
Carl Brickert 
Louis Roen 
*Blackett 
GILLETTE SAFE- 
TY RAZOR 
10:30 p.m.M-WEAF 
‘Lucky Smith’ 
Max Baer 
GOODRICH 
(Tires) 
10-F-WJIZ 
Circus Night in 
Silvertown’ 
Edw. Dunham, Dir. 
Joe Cook 
B. A. Rolfe Orc 
Teddy Pergman 
Tim and Irene 
Phil Duey 
uucy Monroe 
eg La Centra 
Chorus 
Ruthrauff-R 


Dir. 


GULF 

§:30-Su-WABC 
Will Rogers 
Helen Gieason 
Frank Tours Orc 
“Cech, W. & &. 

HEALTH PROD. 

6-Su-W ABC 

(Feen-A-Mint) 
‘Amateur Night’ 
Ray Perkins, M.C. 
Arnold Johnson Ore 








*Aubrey Wallace 


*Kats 


‘H-Bar-O> Rangers’ 
Bobby Benson 
Neill O'Malley 
Florence Halop 
Billy Halop 
Eddie Wragge 
John Battle 
Detmar Poppen 
Lorraine Pankow 
Joe Wilton 
John Shea 
Peter Dixon 
*Erwin-Wasev 
M. HOHNER 
(Harmonicas) 
7:45-Sa-WOR 
Carl Freed 
*Atherton & C 
HOOVER 
6-Su-WEAF 
Edward Davies 
Schumann-Heink 
Joe Koestner 
*“Erwin-Wasey 


EDN i. eee nos 
ER 


PP 

2:1 ‘Dally Ex Sa- 

Su-WABC 
‘Romance of Helen 

Trent’ 

Virgina Clark 
Lester Tremayne 
Marie Nelson 
Alice Hill 
Sundra Love 
Gene McMillen 
Jack Doty 
Hazel Dopheide 
*Blackett 


HORLICK 
(Malted Milk) 
7:15-Dally Ex. Sa- 
Su-WOR 
Lum & Abner 
*Lord & Thomas 


HOUSEHOLD 
FINANCE 
8:30-Tu-WJIZ 
Edgar A. Guest 
Bernardine Flynn 
Don Briggs 
Sidney Elistrom 
Gallicchios Orc 
*c D Frey 
HUDSON MOTOR 
8:30-M-WABC 
Kate Smith 
3 Ambassadora 
Wallace Sis 
Ted Collins 
Jack Miller Ore 
*Brooke-Smith 


JERGEN 
9:30-Su-WJZ 
S. V. Dobbs, Dir. 
Walter Winchell 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
JOHNS-MANVILLE 
7:30-Thurs-WJIZ 
Floyd Gihbons 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
JOHNSON & SON 
(Floor Wax) 
5:30-Su-WEAF 
Tony Wons 
Three Brothers 
Loretta Poynton 
Hazel Dopheide 
Emery Darcy 
Ginna Vanno 
Ronnie & Van 
Anne Campbell 
10-Tu-WIZ 
Fibber McGee & 
Molly’ 
Marion & J Jordan 
Ronnie & Van 
U. Marcelli’s Ore 
*Needham 
ROBT. JOHNSON 
12:45-M thru Th- 
WOR 


‘Painted Dreams’ 

Bess Flynn 

Alice Hill 

Mary Afflick 

Kay Chase 

*N. W. Ayer 
KELLOGG 

5:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WJZ 

‘Singing Lady’ 

Ireene Wicker 
8:30-F-WJIZ 

Ruth Etting 

Red Nichol'a Ore 

Harold Traynor 
KLEENEX 

11:15 a.m.-M te F- 

WABC 


‘Story of Mary 
Marlin’ 
Basil Loughren, Dir. 
Jan Crusinberry Au. 
Joane Blaine 
Art Jacobson 
Carleton Brickert 
Betty Lou Gerson 
Francis X. Bushman 
Anne Seymour 
*Lord & Thomas 


KOLYNOS 
7:15-Dally Ex Sa- 
WABC 


ue 
‘Just Plain Bill’ 
Arthur Hughes 
Ruth Russell 
James Meighan 
Curtis Arnall 
Jos. Latham 
*Blackett-S-H 
KRAFT-PHENIX 
10-Th-WEAF 
P Whiteman Ore 
Lou Holtz 
Harry Stockwell 
Helen Jepson 
*J. Walt. Thomp. 
LADY ESTHER 
10-Su-M-WABC 
8:30-Tu-W-WEAF 
Wayne King 
*Stack-Gobie 
LEHN & FINK 
(Lysol) 
8-Su-WABO 
Ethel Merman 
Ted Husing 
Al Goodman's Ore 


Lou Katzman Orc 
*Wm.,. Esty 


LIBBY McNEILI 
5:15-M-W-F- WABC 
‘Adventure * Hour’ 
Albert Brown 
Patricia Dunlap 
James Andelin 
Jesse Pugh 
Karl Way 
*J. Walt. Thompson 
LORILLARD 
(Briggs Tobacco) 
(Muriel Cigars) 
71:45-Sa-WEAF 
‘Sports Review 
Thornton Fisher 
Jim Bottomley 
*Lennen & M 
LOUIS PHILLIPPE 
2 Dally Ex. Sa-Su- 
WAB 


Cc 
Marie, Little French 
Princess’ 
Ruth Yorke 
James Meighan 
Lester Jay 
*Blackett 
GEO. W. LUFT 
(Cosmetics) 
10-W-WJIZ 
*Cecil, W-C 
Hollywood Gossip 
Jimmy Fidler 
LUX 
2:30-Su-WJZ 
T. Luckenbill, Dir. 
Anth. Stanford, Dir. 
‘Adam and Eva’ 
Cary Grant 
Constance Cum- 
mings 
*J. Wait. Thompson 
LUXOR 
2-Su-WEAF 
‘Sally of Talkies’ 
Basel Loughrane 
Henry Saxe 
Joan Blane 
Marjorie Hannan 
Murray Forbes 
Dick Wells 
*Lord & Thomas 
MACFADDEN 
8:30-F-W ABO 
(True Story) 
‘Court of Human 
Relations’ 
Percy Hemus 
Arnold Johnson's Or 
Elsie Hitz 
Ned Wever 
Howard Smith 
Lucille Wall 
Allyn Joslyn 
Paul Stewart 
MAYBELLINE 
3:30-Su-WEAF 
‘Penthouse Seren- 
ade’ 
Don Mario 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Chas. Gaylord Ore 
*Cramer Kasselt 


MEXICAN MUSI- 


CAL TOURS 
9:30 p.m.-Thu- 
IZ 


Ww 
Angele Mercado Orc 
*Direct 
DR. MILES LAB’S 


(Alka-Seltzer) 
9:30-Sa-WJZ 
WLS Barn Dance 

Ridge Runners 

Uncle Ezra 

Lula Belle 

Maple City 4 

/:45-M-W-F- WEAF 

‘Uncle Ezra,’ Radio 
Station EZRA 

Pat Barrett 

Cliff Soubier 

Carleton Guy 

Nora Cunneen 

*Wade 


MODERN FOOD 
PROCESS CO, 
‘4:15-M-WJZ 

Charles Sorce 

Harry Swan 

*Clements Co. 


MOHAWK 
CARPET MILLS 
12:30-Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-W ABC 
‘6 Star Jones’ 
John Kaul 
Elizabeth Day 
Herbert Rawlinson 
J Anthony Jones 
Florence Malone 
Houston Richards 
Eddie Marr 
*Blackett-S-H. 
MOLLE 
7:30-Th-WEAF 
Al Bernard 
Emil Casper 
Theo. Carle 
Mario Cozzi 
Leigh Stevens Orc 
*Stack-Goble 
BENJ. MOORE 
(Paints) 
11:30 a. m.-W- 
WABC 
Betty Moore 
Lew White 
*Direct 
JOHN C, 
MORRELL 
5:45-Su-WJIZ 
(Dog Food) 
Don Becker 
Dog Chats 
*Henri, H. & McD. 
NATIONAL 
BISCUIT CO. 
10:30-Sa-WEA¥F 
Kel Murray Oro 
Xavier Cugat Uro 
Benny Goodman Or 
Phil Duey 
Frank Luther 
Carmen Castillla 
Connie Gates 
Helen Ward 
Louis Alvares 
*McCann-Erick 
NORSEC 
(Tooth paste) 
11:45-M-W-F 
WABC 
W Butterworth 
Ralph Dumke 
Ed East 
*Stack-Goble 
NORTHWESTERN 
YEAST 
1:30-M-W-F-WIZ 
‘Virginia Lee and 
Sunbeam’ 
Dorothy Page 
Bob White 
Elinor Harriott 
Ed Prentess 








*Wm. Esty 


*Lennen & Mitchell 


‘Death Vall'y Days’ 
Tim Frawley 
Joseph Bell 
Edwin W. Whitney 
Lonesome Cowbo 
Joseph Bonime c 
*McC.Erick 
PEPSODENT 


7-Dally Ex Sat Sun- 
wdIZ 


Amos ‘n’ Andy 
PINAUD 
(Hair Tonic) 
10:30-M-WABC 
B Von Hallberg Orc 

*Calkins & H. 


Boake Carter 
*Hutchins 
PHILLIIS-JONES 
(Arrow Shirts) 
10:15-Su-WJZ 
Vera Brodsky 
Harold Triggs 
Louis K. Anspacker 
*Peck 
PHILIP MORRIS 
8-Tu- WEAF 
Leo Reisman's Ore 
Phil Duey 
8-W-WABC 
Johnnie & 4 
10:45 a. m.-Sa-WOR 
Graphologist 
Mme. N. Olyanova 
*Biow Co. 
PILLSBURY 
10:30-Daily-WJZ 
‘Today's Children’ 
Irma Phiilips 
Walter Wicker 
Bess Johnson 
Irene Wicker 
Lucy Gilman 
Fred Von Amos 
Jean McGregor 
*Hutchinson 


11 a.m.-W-F-WABC 
‘Cooking Close Ups’ 
Mary Ellis Ames 
*Hutchinson 
PITTSBURGH 
PLATE GLASS 
(Paints) 
9:45 a.m.-M thra F- 
WOR 
Don Carlos Band 
Lucio Gracio 
*N. Y. Ayer 
PLOUGH, INC. 
10-W-WEAF 
Guy Lombardo 
Ricardo Cortez 
*Lake-Spiro-C 
PREMIER PABST 
9-Tu-WEAF 
Ben Bernie 
*Morris-W. & BD. 
J. L. PRESCOTT 


(Oxol) 

10:30 a.m.-Daily Ex. 

Sa-Su-WABC 
Jack Fulton Ore. 
*B B.D & O. 
PRINCESS PAT 

9:30-M-WJZ 
Sketches 
*McJunkin 


P’CT’R & G’MBLE 
3:15 Daily Ex. Sa- 
Su-WEAE 
(Crisco) 

Vie & Sade’ 
Art Van Harvey 
Billy Idelson 
Bernadine Flynn 
10-Su- WEAF 
(Ivory Soap) 
‘The Gibson Fam’ 
Cenrad Thibault 
Jack & L Clemens 
Lois Bennett 
Don Voorhees Ore 
5:45-M-W-F-WEAF 
Ivory Stamp Club 
Capt. Tim Healey 
*Blackman 


3:30 Pw. may 
ie ce 


Tousacly, 
‘Ma Perkins’ 
Virginia Dayne 
Margery Hannon 
Karl Hubel 
Will Fornum 
Chas. Eggleston 
*Blackett 


3:45 p.m.-Tu-W- 
Th-WEAF 


(Camay) 
‘Dreams Come 
True’ 
Barry McKinley 
Ray Senatra Ore 
*Pedlar & Ryan 
3 p. m. Daily Ex- 
cept Sat & Sun-. 
WEAF 
‘Home Sweet 
Home’ 
(Chipso) 
Cc. W. Secrest 
Harriett McGibbon 
Billy Halop 
*Blackman 
RCA RADIOTRON 
-Sa-WEAF 
Nathaniel Shilkert 
and Victor Light 
Opera Co, 

*Lord & Thomas 
REAL SILK 
9-Sa-WJZ 
Chas. Previn Orch 

Olga Albani 
*Erwin-Wasey 
RED STAR YEAST 
11-Tu-Th-S-WEAF 
Edna Odell 

Phil Porterfield 
Irma Glen 

Earl Lawrence 


REISER CO. 


(Shampoo, ete.) 
11:15 a. m. Sa- 


WEAF 
Jack & Loretta 
Clemens 
*Donahue-Coe 


B. J. REYNOLDS 
(Camel Cigarets) 


10-Tu-W ABO 
9-Th-WABC 
Casa Loma Band 
Walter O’Keefe 
Annette Hanshaw 
Alice Frost 
Jack O'Keefe 
Louts Sorin 
Kay Renwick 
Karny Sargent 
ee Wee Hunt 


Viola Roache 
Leonard Doyle 
Mark Smith 
Elaine Dumas 
Clyde North 
Jack McBryde 
8-W-WIZ 
Babs and her 
Brothers 
Hal Kemp Orc 
°N. W. Ayer 
SCHOLL CO. 
(Footpads) 
7.30-Tu-Th-Sa-WOR 
‘The Street Singer 


Arthur Tracy 
*Donahue & Coe 


SHEFFIELD 
FARMS 


6:45-M-Th-F-WEAF 


~~ and Betty 
W. Ayer 


SHELL 

(Petroleum) 

9:30-Sa-WEAF 
Al Jolson 
Lupe Velez 
Clem McCarthy 
Shelia Barrett 
Olsen & Johnson 
Peggy Gardner 
Victor Young Ore 


Benay Venuta 
*J. Walt. Thompson 


SILVER DUST 
7:30-M-W-F- WABC 
‘The O'Neiils’ 
Kate McComb 
Jimmy Tansey 
Aee McAlister 
Jack Rubin 
Jane West 
Clarence Nordstrom 
Chester Stratton 
*B.. B. D. & QO. 


SINCLAIR 

9-M-WJIZ 
Gene Arnold 
Bill Childs 
Mac McCloud 
Joe Parsons 
Cliff Soubler 
Harry Kogen 
*Federal 


SOCONY VACUUM 
7-Sa-W ABC 

‘Soconyland 
Sketches’ 

Chas. Webster 

A. P. Kaye 

Arthur Allen 

Parker Fennelly 

Kate McComb 

Isabel Winlocke 

Edith Spencer 

John Milton 

Ruth Russell 

Robert Strauss 

William Stickles Or 

*J. 8S. Getchell 


SPARK 
WITHINGTON 
4-Su-WJZ 
Jolly Coburn Ore 
H Van Emburgh 
*Edwin Wasey 


SSS CO. 
(SSS Tonic) 


8.30-F-WOR 


‘The Music Box’ 
Mary E. Wood 
Billy Axton 

*Johnson-Daliis 


STAND. BRANDS 
8-Su- WEAF 


(Chase & Sanborn) 
A. K. Spencer, Dir. 
Amateur Show 

Maj. Edw. Bowes 


8-W-WEAF 


(Royal Gelatine) 
‘One Man’s Family’ 


Carleton BH. Moore, 
Dir 


J. Anthony Smythe 
Minetta Allen 
Michael Rafetto 
Kathleen Wilson 
Barton Yarborough 
Bernice Berwin 


8-Th-WEAF 
(Fleischmann) 


G. Thompson, Dir. 

Rudy Vallee and 
His Conn. Yanks 

Aline MacMahon 

Tom Howard 

George Shelton 

Pinkie Lee 

Lois Revel 

Cohne Canyon Hill 
Billies 


7:30-Su-WJZ 


H. Polesie, Dir. 
Joe Penner 
Stefanni Diamond 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
*jJ. Walt. T'homp. 


STERLING PROD. 
8-Tu-WABC 
(Bayer’s Aspirin) 


Frank Munn 
Bernice Claire 
Gus Haenschen Ore 
9:30-Sa-WEAF 
(Dr. Lyon’s 
Toothpowder) 
Gus Haenschen Ore 
Frank Munn 
Vivienne Segal 
Ohman & Arden 
Bert Hirsch 


9-F-WEAF 


(Phillips Mag) 
‘Waltz Time’ 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Frank Munn 
Bernice Claire 

8:30-Tu-WABC 
Abe Lyman 
Vivienne Sega) 


Oliver Smith 
*Blackett 


5:45-M-Tu-W-Th- 
WABC 
(Calif. Syrup 
‘Dick Tracy’ 
Ned Wever 
Lester Jay 
Walter Kinsella 
Charles Slattery 


Figs) 





Rose Keane 








Virginia Lee 


"Wm. Esty 


*Stack Goble 


Art Thorsen 
Horace Heidt 
King Sisters 
Steve Merrill 
Jerry Bowne 
Alyce King 
*Blackett-Sample 


STUDEBAKER 
10-F-WA 
8-M-WEAF 


Richard Himber 
Stuart Allen 
*Roche-W-C 

SUN OIL 
4:45-Dally Except 

Sa-Su-WJZ 
Lowell Thomas 
*Roche- Williams 


TASTYEAST 

12-Su-WJIZ 
Amateur Show 
Chubby Kane 
Horace Fehy!l 
Johnny Jchnson Ore 
*Clemenis 


TEXAS cO. 
9:30-Tu-WEAF 


Ed Wynn 
Graham McNamee 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
*Hanff-Metzger 


UNION CENTRAL 


(Insurance) 
5-Su-WJZ 
‘Roses & Drums’ 
Helen Claire 
Reed Brown, Jr. 
John Griggs 
Gus Smith 
Wright Krs ner 
J. Spurin-Calleta 
form Carr 
Jve Curtin 
Eiward Jerome 
Jack Roslugh 
Morgan Farleg 
Porter Hali 
Guy Bates P vat 
Erwyn Mutch 
*J. Walt. Thompson 


UNITED age 
4-Su-WEA 
Rhythm rn a 
DeWolfe Hopper 
*Street & Finney 


U. Ss. TOBACCO 
(Dill’s Best) 
9:30-F-WEAF 


‘One Night Stands’ 
Josef Bonime Ore 
*McC.-Erick. 


WANDER CO. 
(Ovaltine) 

5:45-Dalily-WJIZ 
‘Little Orphan A’ 
Allan Baruck 
Henrietta Tedro 
Ed Sprague 
Stanley Andrews 
Shirley Pell 
*Blackett 


CHAS. WARNER 
(Sloan’s Linament) 
9-W-WIZ 
John Chas Thomas 


WASEY PROD’CTS 
8:15-M-W-F- 
WABC 


Edwin C. Hill 
12-Daily Ex, Sa-8u- 


WABC 
6:45-Su-WABO 


Voice of upossenee 
2-Su-WoO 
Jacob Tarshish, 
Lamplighter 
*Erwin Wasey 


G. WASHINGTON 
(Coffee) 
9:45-Su-WJZ 
‘Adventures of Sher- 

lock Holmes’ 
Louis Hector 
Leigh Lovel 
Joseph Bell 
*Cecil, W. C, 


R. L. WATKINS 
9-Su-WEAF 
(Dr. Lyons Tooth- 
paste) 

Pierre Le Kreeun 
Raquel! de Carlay 
Jerome Mann 

Men About Town 
Andy Sannella Orc 
*Blackett 


WELCH 


(Grape Juice) 
8-F-WJIZ 


[rene Rich 
*Kastor 


WESTCLOX 
4:45-Su-WEAF 
‘Big Ben Dream 
Dramas’ 
Arthur Allen 
Parker Fennelly 
*B. B.D. & O 


WOODBURY 
9-Tu-WABC 


Bing Crosby 

Georgie Stoll Ore 
7:45-M-W-F-WJZ 

‘Dangerous Para- 
dise’ 

Elsie Hitz 

Nick Dawson 

*Lennen & M. 


WRIGLEY 
PHARMA- 
CEUTICAL 
4:30-Su-WEAF 
Harry Reser 
Ray Heatherton 
Peg La Centra 
*Jerome B. Gray 
WM. WRIGLEY 
7-Daily Ex. Sa- 


Su-WABC 


‘Just Entertain- 
ment’ 
*Frances Hooper 
WYETH 


10:45 a.m.-Daily 
Ex. Sa-Su-WABC 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of 
Cabbage Patch’ 


Betty Garde 
Alice Frost 


Joe Latham 
Andy Donnelly 
Amy Sedelle 
Estelle Levy 


The 


OF RADIO 
INS. A. 


Capetown, April 10. 

It is practically settled that the 
South African Government will take 
over the African Broadcasting 
Company (Schlesinger outfit) from 
March, 1937, due to the report of 
Sir John Reith, director-general of 
the B. B. C., recommending such a 
step. 

Reith says the present service is 
capable of immense improvement 
as regards programs, facilities and 
general work. 

Intended that the broadcasting 
control be centered in an organiza- 
tion, independent of government 
control, and owned by the public. 

African Broadcasting Company 
licenses will not be renewed after 
March, 1937. 

Report recommends cheaper li- 


censes, at present costing $8.75 
yearly. Intended -change has 
aroused much satisfaction in the 


country, due to the poor class of 
program, wretched service, and 
ignoring of the public demand for 
better reception, 


WMCA MAY SERVICE 
WP6, ATLANTIC CITY 


Donald Flamm, head of WMCA, 
New York, is mulling over the prop- 
osition of feeding sustaining pro- 
grams to WPG, Atlantic City, which 
drops off the CBS management list 
at the end of June. Program affilia- 
tion idea came from persons con- 
nected with Mayor Bacharach’s ad- 
ministration, with the suggestion 
being made that Flamm draw up a 
detailed plan, showing terms, etc., 
for submission to the municipal 
government which owns and oper- 
ates the outlet. 

Flamm’s sales department some 
weeks ago approached Mayor Bach- 
arach on using WMCA for a bally- 
hoo campaign on the resort during 
the current season. 


WBBM After Big Hall 


Chicago, April 30. 

With the Chicago Tribune station, 
WGN, rushing to completion its new 
$500,000 studio on Michigan avenue, 
the rival station, WBBM of the Co- 
lumbia web, last week started nego- 
tiations with the Medinah Club 
building, right next to the WGN 
new studios, for the possible use of 
its ballroom of public broadcasts. 
WBBM and CBS are primarily fig- 
uring on the Medinah spot for pub- 
lic programs of Horace Heidt show 
for Stewart-Warner which will 
originate in Chicago late in May. 
But should the Heidt angle click, it’s 
likely that WBBM will stretch the 
public broadcasts to other shows. 

WBBM also negotiating with the 
Medinah club for remote control 
pick-up of bands which will go into 
the new Medinah club nitery which 
is expected to open within a month. 
WBBM in the past has used the 
Medinah ballroom for occasional 
public shows, but it may now figure 
as a permanent fixture. WBBM has 
never had room in its own quarters 
in the Wrigley building for public 
areodicame. 








Ex-Managing Editor at 
KMBC to Run News Dept. 


Kansas City, April 30. 

KMBC has named Erle H. Smith, 
former managing editor of the 
Kansas City Journal as editor of 
the station’s newly organized news 
casting department. 

Smith will edit Transradio ser- 
vice, and all local material sub- 
mitted by the KMBC staff, the meme 
bers serving as reporters. Schedule 
now includes seven newscasts daily 
starting at 6.30 a.m. and the last at 
11.55 p.m. 

KMBC will place a newscasting 
car on the street in May to broad- 
cast local events direct from the 
scenes, 





NBC is shoving Honeyboy and 
Sassafras, comedy team, out siz 
times weekly now over the red net- 
work at 12:15 p.m. BDST. George 
Fields and Johnny Welch are their 





Pat Ryan 
*Blackett-S-H 


real monickers. Come by way of 
vaude and Texas medicine shows. 
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ee) New York Radio Parade 


By Nellie Revell 





WNEW is considering shifting the house ork that plays the ‘Dance 
Parade’ to its New Jersey studios for the airing of this program for 

o reasons. One is that wage scale is cheaper across the river. Other 
_ to do with fear that union may put clamp on Dance Parade by 
asking that musicians get paid on commercial rate, instead of sustaining 
gecale they now rate for this show, since the program gives plenty 
plugging to various dine and danceries around town. 





Hasn't Heard About WHN 


Last Thursday eve the Loew Agency bookers threw Marvin Schenck, 
mogul of that organization, a beefsteak. Every Loew agent in town 
attended. One of them spied a mike alongside the speakers table and 
asked if affair was being aired. Receiving an answer in the affirma- 
tive he left himself wide open by asking what station was doing the 
broadcast. This from a Loew agent and with Loew calling all cars to 
plug WHN. 





Cheerio’s Matinal Armor 


Last Monday morning during the Cheerio broadcast a strange sort of 
pup-pup noise came through the mike. Sounded as if a mike was ready- 
ing to go on the blink. Examination tho’, showed t’was Cheerio him- 
self causes the foreign sound. Came to work in a stiff-bosom shift and 
every breath shifted shirt with resulting pup-pup noise. He finished 
program sans collar. 





WOR Sustainers Go MBS 
WOR started a wholesale feeding of sustaining shows to the Mutual 
Net this week. The Monday eve Paul Whiteman Ork spot; Alfred Wal- 
lenstein ‘Sinfonietta’; Spotlight Revue on Wednesday; Moonbeams each 
Friday; and Bide Dudley twice weekly are the shows set with two 
shining spots on the way. Heretofore WOR fed MBS only Witches Tale, 
special events and commercials. 





Frank Black Moves His Act 


NBC is no longer managing ‘The Revelers’ quartet, one of the few if 
not the only act to draw a guarantee from NBC, Quartet composed of 
Wilfred Glenn, Bob Simmons, Eliot Show and Lewis James was guaran- 
teed $75,000 annually with the take being split five ways since Frank 
Black owns the group. William Morris Agency has replaced NBC as 
manager. 





Short Shots 


Transradio News has signed WLW Cincy for its service effective May 
ist. Contract calls for 19 hours of flashes on week...Heinz Products 
auditioned a show at NBC consisting of B. A. Rolfe ork, Mystery Chef, 
Bisters of the Skillet, Willie Morris, Phil Duey, Men About Town and 
the Modern Choir. Doug Storer of Rockwell-O’Keefe handled show... 
WMCA baseball resume by Johnny Fraser at present sponsored only 
thrice weekly gets the same sponsor for other four days in week. When 
local teams don’t play they do out-of-town games...Beale St. Boys, ex- 
CBS scat quartet, have a WMCA commercial...Leith Stevens, CBS 
orkman, is resting and vacationing in Poconos for two weeks...CBS v.p. 
in charge of Station Relations Sam Pickard returned from Florida last 
Thursday...J. Walter Thompson Agency renovating their reception office 
and now greet visitors alongside elevators... 





Scrambled Notes 


Coie Bros. circus which is opposish to Ringlings’ Hagenback-Wallace- 
Four Paw troupe has a swell radio tie-in. Orphan Annie show on NBC 
has script calling for Annie to do a series of adventures in a circus and 
will also send an Orphan Annie and her dog with the circus on road... 
Mme. Schumann-Heinck will guest star on ‘First Nighter’ Mothers Day 
broadcast...Don Dowd, Chicago-NBC announcer is pappy of baby boy... 
Jack Arthur starts his own one-half hour spot on WOR on Friday. Jack 
will sing classic and semi-classic tunes, do his announcing and read a 
bit of poetry to music of George Shackley...Joe Haymes ork starts an 
18 day stand at Walled Lake Casino with a CBS wire on Friday. Ork 
doesn’t work on Monday or Tuesday and will hop to Chicago on those 
days to make Victor Records...Sisters of the Skillet replace Gossip Be- 
hind the Mike shows on CBS. Wally Butterworth who handled former 
show will look after new one also...Theodore Webb the baritone who 
has been singing the John Barclay roles on Palmolive operettas anony- 
mously now gets billing...WOR auditioned Adele Ronson and Rosa- 
line Green among many others for announcer on a new Transradio 
News spot aimed at woman folks...Tony Wons hobby is fiddle making. 
Recently played one of his own make on show and didn’t sound bad 
at all... 





Nemo 


Effective May 6th, Shell Chateau drops the Monday midnite rebroad- 
cast for coast and will add the following networks and stations to the 
regular Sateve show. Orange, Mountain, North Mountain nets and 
KFSD and KTAR if and when available...Loretta Lee starts a CBS sus- 
taining spot on May 8th...Lulu McConnell is readying a script for 
radio...Joe Reichman ork will head Lombardo into the Waldorf-Astoria 
for a limited engagement and then will follow Lombardo back in again 
after the Lombardo outfit has been there for four weeks...‘Molasses 
’n’ January’ and Three ‘X’ Sisters have been resignatured to a new three 
year contract by Ed Wolfe...Jules Nassberg, Joey Nash's brother is now 
Joey’s manager...Clem Walters of NDC sound effects is in the hospital! 
with a cut tendon on his foot. Doing Palmolive show two weeks back and 
watching script for cues and kicking metal thunder sheet at same time. 
Missed one kick and cut tendon on foot. Harold Stern ork from Marden’s 
Riviera will air NBC. Ditto Sonny Woods from Connie’s Inn. Stern ork 
being in Jersey ducks the $3 tariff. Woods is paying the ante...Harry 
Salter to Bermuda for wee bit of rest...Charles Speer of CBS continuity 
who has been out of action with a bad leg due to auto accident is back at 
desk again. 





Stand By 


Colgate is plugging two of their soap products with recordings of 
dramatized version of Cosmopolitan Mag yarns on 17 stations through 
country. Shows are 15 minutes on twice weekly...Hilda Cole of CBS 
press announced her engagement to Owen Reynolds, Princeton 34 and 
Marquette, Michigan...Kate Smith will knock off in June for a one 
month rest...Kool & Raleigh Ciggies have bought 97 CBS outlets for 
their sponsored Kentucky Derby...House of Glass does a rebroadcast on 
May ist for West Coast. Rebroadcast will be first episode of script, 
while broadcast three hours earlier was third episode. This is for new 
listeners out West. May 7th both shows will be the same. .-Blue Coal 
ig auditioning for its fall show...NBC lobby entrance to elevators now 
has ropes across entrance during day to aid pages in keeping tabs on 
unwelcome stooges...Gertrude Neisen playing in vaude in Wash., + as 
was piped to Ex-Lax show Monday eve in tricky way. Neisen sing- 
ing in Wash listened with earphones to ork in N. Y. On cue sang and 
control men in Ny sync’d song and tune...Crosby folds for summer in 
June...Mills Bros. go to London...Paul Douglas to Europe for three 
weeks on June 4th...June Aulick of CBS press going groggy setting her 
accounts in the Hobby Roundup this month. So far she has them hobby- 
ing everything from four leaf clovers to silverware...The Freshmen on 
Coty show with Ray Noble are ‘Tunetwisters’ under different tag. Jack 
Lathrop of this outfit was banged in auto crash but not serious. 





Bathing Facilities 





WMCA, New York, is remod- 
eling former executive offices 
into audition quarters. One 
relic of the network era will 
be preserved undesecrated. 
That’s the handsome black and 
ox-blood colored shower bath. 
Anyone now wishing to take a 
bath between broadcasts may 
apply at the service desk. 

Clients get priority 
talent. 


over 














WIRED RADIO 
$2 MONTHLY 
SOON 


North America Co., promoters of 
a wired wireless system, have in- 
stalled 50 of the 350 receiving sets 
ordered for experimental purposes 
from Philco. All these sets are to 
be placed in the homes of em- 
ployees of the combine’s Cleveland 
power holdings. North America has 
to date stenciled on wax over 800 
musical numbers, paying to the 
copyright owners an experimental 
fee of $7.50 per tune. Recordings 
being used for the Cleveland experi- 
menting cost around $100,000, and 
include such combos as Casa Loma, 
Dorsey Bros. Paul Whiteman, 
Isham Jones and Louis Katzman. 

As the result of surveys conducted 
in various parts of the country 
through women sent out to quiz 
householders on the wired wireless 
idea, the company figures that it will 
be able to get at least 17% of the 
present 20,000,000 radio homes to 
subscribe to its proposition. Sets 
will be installed for $2 a month, with 
50c. of this reserved for program 


service. 
Wax Works 


Buddy and Ginger, favorite juve. 
program in this sector, on Friday 
(26) left WCCO, where it originated 
three months ago. Off for the sum- 
mer, resuming in fall. 

Chocolate Products Co., sponsors 
had intended riding along through 
the summer, since the product they 
purvey, Stillicious, is a hot-weather 
natural, but daylight-saving time 
moving the sked an hour ahead 
placed the CBS chain feature in the 
B and G spot. 

Recorded version has been run- 
ning on WDAF, Kansas City, for 
past five weeks. Platters also re- 
cently started on WAIU, Columbus, 
and other cities throughout the 
country are being added. 











Jack Armstrong, transcription pro- 
gram is shifting from WNAC to 
WEEI, Boston, Airs at 5:30, and 
on several occasions last summer 
the platter had to be shifted to 
WAAB, Boston, when baseball 
games (sponsored by Penn Tobacco) 
ran overtime, 

Sponsors taking no chances 
through the coming baseball season. 





Stanley A. Widney, announcer, 
WHO, married last week to Ilah 
Miller, dancer, Des Moines, 


Code Authority Investigates Chi 
Commercialism on Band Pickups 





TELEVISION DANGER 


Newspaper Yarns Cause Drop in 
Sales of French Radio Sets 








sraris, April 21. 
Over-optimistic articles in the 
French press on development of 
television has caused a slump in 
sales of radio sets, fans announc- 
ing they’d wait until the radio show 
next fall, when television sets, they 
think, will be put on the market, 
Trade association has therefore 
started a counter campaign. Points 
out that television isn’t practical yet 
for general use, and, anyway, sound 
receiving sets will always be neces- 
sary, even if image-receivers can 
be added later. 


GUY LOMBARDO 
SEEKS OIL 
RELEASE? 


Indications that Guy Lombardo 
was anxious to get a release of his 
contract with the Standard Oil Co. 
of New Jersey were given yesterday 
(Tuesday), when the bandman made 
arrangements to do an audition this 
afternoon (Wednesday) for Coca- 
Cola at the Decca Record Co.’s stu- 
dios. Agency that contacted him 
for the audition was the D’Arcy out- 
fit of St. Louis, which is the regular 
rep for that account. 

Contract which Lombardo entered 
into with the refining company 
through the Music Corporation of 
America two months ago put the 
band under obligation to Standard 
Oil of N. J. for 52 weeks. Agree- 
ment stipulated that the refining 
company would start its half-hour 
program with the Lombardo unit on 








| CBS by July 10, and gave the petrol 


account an option on the Lombardos’ 
roadshow services. Deal with Stan- 
dard Oil was described by the latter 
as being exclusive both from the 
radio and commercial roadshow 
angles. 

Lombardos’ final broadcast for 
their present commercial, Plough, 
Inc., will be June 26. Band has been 
on this drug combine’s payroll for 
almost a year. 

Audition for Coca-Cola includes 
Ruth Etting. With the warbler un- 
able to be present, her voice will be 
dubbed from records into the pro- 
grams being piped to the D’Arcy 
and Coca-Cola execs. 


Engels Goes West 


George Engels, v.p. in charge of 
the NBC Artists Service, is leav- 
ing today (Wednesday) for Holly- 
wood to look over the web’s recent- 
ly established booking branch. 
Dema Harshbarger, formerly head 
of the Civic Concerts Service, is 
managing it. 

On the way back east Engels will 
spend a few days in Chicago. 











‘You Were Positively Mediocre! 


Kilo Circle, Amateurs’ Club, Criticizes Own 
Members Freely at Meetings 





NRA’s mantle does not extend 
over the hopeful brigade of radio 
amateurs, but a band of 32 of them 
in love with the idea of making a 


living out of being amateurs has 
organized the Kilo Circle in New 
York City. Their chief delight is to 
hold weekly meetings and frankly 
—but not too frankly—discuss each 
other’s performances. They've been 
telling what’s wrong since October, 
1934. 

Program schedules in the neigh- 
borhood stations permit the Kilo 
Circle to have fair representation 
of its membership over WARD, 
WFAB, WOV, WBBEC, and WBNX. 
No money transactions in such 
cases jeopardizes anybody’s ama- 
teur standings. 

Group shares quarters at 140 





West 42d street with a couple of 
music studios, rehearsal halls, etc., 
and a central waiting parlor. Leo 
3artinique is chieftain; Truxton 


Graven, vice nab»ob and Arthur Is- 
ler, exec seribbler. Dues are 50c per 
month. 

To qualify for membership, a per- 


son shall either have made a single 
air squeak or displayed some bud- 
ding talent in an audition. No com- 
mission racket this, but if a Kilo 
Circler does win something good 
threugh a tip from within the 
ranks, it is taken as a matter of 
course that he will reciprocate hon- 
orably. This, however, will be test- 
ed out when the time comes. 

After meetings the Kilo Circle re- 
laxes. Animal cookies and lemon- 
ade are passed around. Later on a 
spring prom is planned. 


_ —— 





Chicago, April 30. 
Code chieftains zoomed into town 
last week for a little look around as 
a follow-up on a number of criss- 
cross complaints among local sta- 
tions. After checking around, the 
code boys hopped the flyer east. 
One angle which threatens some 
excitement locally as far as the code 
is concerned is the matter of extra- 
heavy plugging on cafes and nite- 
ries on the remote control dance 
band circuit. Stations have been 
trying to outdo each other on spiels, 
even mentioning the non-couvert 
charge and the cost of the dinner, 
Union hasn't liked this particularly 
and has been squawking that can’t 
possibly figure as a straight sustain- 
ing show, but is rather a full-fledged 
commercial and should be paid for 
all around at commercial rates, 
Stations are in the middle on this 
questions. Individually all admit 
that the plugging is way out of line, 
but each is afraid to tone down on 
the ad spiels for fear the rival sta- 
tion will step in and grab off the 
nitery. And competition for dance 
bank pick-ups at nite is too stiff 
around this town to permit any ton- 
ing down among the stations. If it’s 
to come at all, it must come from 
the code board. NBC had been 
threatening to cut down on its plug- 
ging, but forgot all about it when 
CBS stepped in some time ago and 
snatched off the College Inn wire. 


Agencies—Sponsors 


Benson- Dall agency now handling 
the United Remedies account which 
was formerly in the Heath-Seehof 
office. 








Sellers Service agency, Chicago, 
now placing advertising for the 
John R. Thompson restaurants. 





Sellers Service agency here has 
snatched off the Booth Fisheries ac- 
count and is shaping the former 
‘Fish Tales’ show for a test on 
WBBM, Chicago Columbia station. 

Show, being guided by George 
Couper, will hit once weekly. 





Penn Tobacco has added the Iowa 
territory to its summer radio cam- 
paign for Kentucky Club tobacco, 
Product will use KSO, Des Moines, 
and WMT, Davenport, for daily 
baseball play-by-play broadcasts 
and WHO, Des Moines, for a daily 
sports resume. 

Account is now carrying on its 
payroll the Yankee Network and 
WBBM, Chicago, for similar play- 
by-play events. 





Spot campaigns are being readied 
by two soap brands, Life Buoy and 
Colgate’s Octagon, while a _ third, 
Fels Naptha, is arranging to keep 
its present schedule going through 
the summer. 

Life Buoy account is being cleared 
by the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 





ExLax has extended with CBS for 
the continuance of its Monday night 
spot through the summer, with the 
Don Lee west coast link joining the 
broadcast June 24. Account may 
switch to a straight musical policy 
during the warm spell, retaining 
Lud Gluskin as head of the band. 

Gertrude Niesen is slated to leave 
the program for several weeks of 
Municipat musicai comedy in Sit, 
Louls. 





Stan Lomax, sports commentator, 
has been spotted for two commer- 
cials over WOR, New York which 
will keep him on the air daily. 
Christian Feigenspar Brewery hag 
signed the spieler for 16 weeks, 
starting April 30. He will be heard 
at 7 p. m. on Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days and Saturdays. Placed through 
Paris & Peart agency. 


Frantz Distillers have also signed 
Lomax for a sports resume thrice 
weekly, on Mondays, Wednesdays 


and Fridays. Contract, placed 
through Hockswender Agency, runs 
for 52 weeks, 





J. Walter Thompson agency as- 
signed one of its staff to keep John 
Barrymore company in his hotel 
suite for four days prior to the Shell 
Oil show over NBC last Saturday 
night (27). 

Kinzler Distilling Corporation is 
now on WMCA, New York, daily 
with baseball broadcasts. Original 
contract was for thrice a week only, 
but after first seven days more 





time was taken. 
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. ATLANTA day, starting April 18. Through) times. Emil Brisacher Agency, 
New Business Ninnally & McCrea Co., textile| Maxon, Inc. WEEI. KJR. } 
manufacturers, six quarter-hour Star Brewing Co., will sponsor Star Brewing Co., 30 spots between 





NEW YORK CITY 


Adler Foot Wear, series of 50 spot 
@nnouncements, for an _ indefinite | 
= Placed through Bess & 

chillin, Inc. WNEW, 

National Beauty Parlors, 
minute periods weekly, for an in- 
definite period, starting April 29. 
Placed through Bess & Schillin, Inc. 
WNEW. 

Smith Brothers, Inc., Tuesday 
nights, for 26 weeks, presenting Ice 
Cream Party. Placed through Konig 
Advertising Co. WMCA, 

Westminster Theological Seminary, 
series for an indefinite period, com- 
ing from WIP, Philadelphia. Placed 
direct. WMCA. 

Rug Renovating Co., two 100-word 
announcements daily, for 13 weeks. 
Placed through Joseph Katz Adver- 
tis'ng Co. WMCA. 

General Motors Corp., two an- 
nouncements daily, for an indefinite 


six 15-| 


period. Placed through Campbell- 
Ewald Agency. WMCA. 
M. J. Fur Co., Sundays at 2:15 


p.m., EST, presenting Vince Calendo 
and orchestra, for 13 weeks. Placed 
through _  Sternfield-Godly, Ine. 
WMCA. - 

Fitch Publishing Co., Monday 
through Fridays, for 49 weeks, pre- 


senting Safeguarding Investments. 
Placed through E. C. Van Dyke 
Agency. WMCA. 


Ford Motor, Monday to Saturday 
inclusive, for an indefinite period, 
presenting Gallagher and Shean, Jr. 
Placed through McCann Erickson 
Agency. WEAF. 

Gillette Safety Razor, Mondays at 
10:30 p.m., EST, presenting Lucky 
Smith. Placed through Ruthrauff & 
Ryan Agency. WEAF and network. 

Climalene, renewal on Climalene 
Carnival, series begins on May 9. 
Placed through W. S. Hill, Inc. NBC. 

Coty, Inc., renewal on Ray Noble 
and orchestra. Placed through Biow 


Co. WEAF and network. 
Frantz Distilling, Inc., starting 
June 3, thrice weekly, at 7 p.m., 


EST, for 52 weeks, presenting Stan 
Lomax, sports. Placed through B. 
H. Hockswender Agency. WOR. 

Simplex Diathermy, renewal for 
a announcements for 52 weeks. 

Pure Milk Products, renewal on 
Martha Deane hour, for five weeks, 
thrice weekly, starting May 6. WOR. 

Christian Jleigenspan Brewing 
Co., presenting Stan Lomax, sports 
talks, for 16 weeks, starting April 
30, thrice weekly. Placed through 
Paris & Peart Agency. WOR. 

St. Christopher’s Inn, series of Ave 
Maria programs, starting April 28 
for an indefinite period. WOR. 

Port of New York, starting May 2, 
presenting Coming Events and 
Metropolitan Travelogue, for an in- 
definite period. WOR. 

E. R. Wagner, carpet sweepers, 
series of spot announcements, for 13 
weeks. Placed through Cramer- 
Krasselt Agency. WINS. 

Cardinal Laboratories, shoe polish, 
thrice weekly, for four weeks, pre- 
senting Gay Lee, woman’s features, 
starting June 3. Placed through 
Blackett, Sample & Hummert, Inc. 
WINS. 

Rug Renovating Company, spot 
announcements, for 13 weeks, on 
Cocktail and New York hours. 
Placed through Joseph Katz Adver- 
tising Company. WINS. 

Stern Brothers’ Department store, 
time signals daily, for four weeks. 
WINS. 

Noblesse Face Cream, series of 
spot announcements on New York 
and Cocktail Hours, six times 
weekly, for 13 weeks. Placed 
through Pedler & Ayres, Inc. WINS. 

Hoffman Beverage Company, seven 
spots weekly, for 52 weeks. Placed 
through Kimball, Hubbard & Powell 
Agency. WMCA. 

Harry 8S. Goodman, Sundays at 
10:30 p.m. for 26 weeks, presenting 
insurance talks. WMCA. 

Evergreens, Bangor, Me., series of 
26 broadcasts, Mondays to Satur- 
days, presenting Your Garden talks. 
WMCA. 

Dogglow Products, Wednesdays, 
for 52 weeks, presenting dog talks. 
Placed through Lowey Advertising 
Agency. WMCA. 

Gottfried Baking Company, thrice 
weekly, for 35 weeks, presenting 
Academy of Music of the Air, Placed 
through Lake, Spiro & Cohen 
Agency. WMCA. 

Bookstore of the Air, for 13 weeks 
on Wednesdays, presenting Truth 
and Metaphysics series. WMCA. 

Gardens of the Nation, twice 
weekly, for an indefinite period, pre- 
senting Belmont’s trained canaries. 
WMCA. 

Pioneer Cut-Rate Refrigerator 
Company, Friday series, for 
weeks, presenting Flash Gordon 
transcription serial. WMCA. 

Willow Shop, Sunday series for 26 
weeks, presenting Bud Rainey’s Fat 
Folks’ Club. WMCA. 

Gerardine, Inc., thrice weekly, for 
13 weeks, presenting beauty talks by 





V. E. Meadows. WMCA, 
PHILADELPHIA 
Lane Bryant (woman’s store), 
spot announcements for indefinite 
period. Direct. WRAX. 


five-minute 
Di- 


_ Evergreen Nurseries, 
spot announcements, 26 times. 
rect. WPEN. 

Tastyeast, daily spot announce- 
ments on indefinite contract. Placed 
by Clements Agency. WPEN. 


ments daily, for three months, Placed 
direct. WPEN. 

Electric Warehouse (Philadelphia), 
weekly spot announcements, for in- 


| definite period. Placed direct. WPEN. 


Lipton’s Tea, spot announce- 
ments on indefinite contract. Placed 
by Frank Presbery Agency. WPEN. 

Michell Seeds, daily spot announce- 
ments on week-to-week contract. 
Placed direct. WRAX. 


Kauffman Hats (New York), spot 
announcements daily, on indefinite 
contract. Direct. WPEN. 

Laundry Gems, one 15-minute mu- 
sical program weekly for three 
months. Placed by Robert M. Clutch 
Agency. WPEN. 

I’. Lo Monaco (foods), spot an- 
nouncements, on indefinite contract. 
Direct. WPEN. 

So. Phila. Sewing Machine Co., 
daily spot announcements, on indefi- 
nite contract. Direct. WRAX. 

Royal Shoe Markets, half-hour 
amateur program weekly, on indefi- 
nite contract. Direct. WPEN. 

Moskin’s (clothing), daily spot an- 
nouncements, on -indefinite contract. 
Direct. WPEN. 

Literal Clothing Stores, spot an- 
nouncements daily, on indefinite con- 
tract. Direct. WRAX. 

Bhering Coffee, one 15-minute mu- 
sical program weekly, indefinite con- 
tract. Direct. WPEN. 

International Gold Buying, daily 
participation on Top of Morning pro- 
gram, for 13 weeks, starting April 24. 
Placed by Broadsmith Agency. 
WFIL. 

Henry Hurst Company (linens), 
daily participation on Janet Lane’s 
Shopper’s Review. Placed for 13 
weeks, by Fehling and Jourdet 
Agency. WFIL. 

Henry Hurst (linens) eight one- 
minute announcements. Placed by 
Fehling & Jourdet Agency. WFIL. 

Bay State Fishing Co., 52 five- 
minute broadcasts. Placed by Street 
& Finney. WFIL. 

General Motors, 100-word spot an- 
nouncements, contract indefinite. 
Placed by Campbell-Ewald Agency. 
WFIL. 

Pontiac Motors, 100-word spot an- 
nouncement. Placed by Broadsmith 
Advertising Agency. WFIL. | 

Chrysler Motors, 20 one-minute 
spot announcements beginning April 
15. Placed by Ruthrauff & Ryan 
Agency. WFIL. 

National Gold Buying, three broad- 
casts, participation on Top of Mor- 
ning program. Placed direct. WFIL 

Virginia Products, 39 participa- 
tions on Top of Morning program 
over period of 13 weeks. Placed di- 
rect. WF IL. 

Whitemarsh Memorial Park, half- 
hour musical program, for 26 weeks. 
Placed by Commonwealth Advertis- 
ing. WFIL. 

Johns Manville, 15 minutes weekly, 
news talks. WFIL. 

Evergreens (plants), 26 five-min- 
ute spot announcements with music. 
Placed direct. WFIL. 

Wm, Wolf Sales Co. (reducing tab- 
lets), spot announcements and par- 
ticipation on Magazine of Air and 
Town Tattler programs, twice daily 
except Sunday. Contract through 
New York placed for 13 weeks. WIP. 

Reformation Fellowship (religious), 
three broadcasts one-half hour each. 
Philip Klein, Inc., Agency. WIP. 

Diamond Optical Co. (opticians), 
spot announcements and participa- 
tion in Town Tattler and Magazine 
of the Air programs, two weeks daily 
except Saturday and Sunday. WIP. 

Schultz & Co. (wallpaper), contract 
indefinite, 15-minute program once a 
week. Philip Klein Agency. WIP. 

Pecano Manufacturing Co. (food), 
three times weekly by participation 
in Home Makers’ Club hour, one- 
month contract. Elam G. Hess. 
WIP. 

Seretan ‘New York) (health food), 
one year, 25-minute program daily 
except Sunday. Direct. WIP. 





DAYTON, O. 


Banker Motor Sdies, 25 125-word 
spots, three times a week to May 25. 
WHIO. 

Burns Motor Co., 13 15-minute pro- 
grams, local travel talk, on Thurs- 
days only at 5:45 p.m., started April 
18, ends July 12. WHIO. 

C. & L. E. Railroad Co., six 125- 
word spots daily from April 22 to 
April 27, inclusive. WHIO. 

Goodrich Silvertown Tires, seven 
30-word spots to May 2. WHIO. 

Dr. Keyes Corn Pads (Erwin Gear 
Distributing Co., 1113 Vine Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio), 125-word spots to 
continue daily, indefinitely. WHIO. 

Johnston-Shelton Co. (Home 
Store), 13 15-minute programs, fash- 
ion talk, Fridays, 10:00 a.m., started 
April 12. WHIO. 

Kellogg Sales Corp.; 30 125-word 
spots, ending May 28. WHIO. 

Dr. D. C. McEwen, 13 five-minute 
programs, health talks, on Fridays 
at 10:30 a.m., to July 5. WHIO. 

Grace Spoerlein Beauty Studios, 
Inc., 52 five-minute beauty chats, on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays 
at 10:00 a.m. ends August 20. 
WHIO. 

Sheffer Music School, 26 15-minute 
programs on Fridays at 5:30 p.m., 
ends October 4, presenting pupils of 
music school. WHIO. 

Tovan Llectric Co., six 15-minute 
programs on Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays at 9:15 a.m., Hiram and 
Henry, song and comedy programs, 





Crawford Furriers, spot announce- 


ends May 3 WHIO. 


daytime programs weekly for 52 


weeks. Rawson-Morrill Agency. 
WGST. 
Orange Crush Bottling Co., five 


quarter-hour daytime programs 
weekly for 18 weeks. WGST. 

Pryor Tire Co., spot announce- 
ments. Freitag Agency. WGST. 

Chevrolet Motor Co., three quar- 
ter-hour night programs weekly for 
13 weeks. Campbell-Ewald Agency. 
WGST. 

Yarbrough Motor Co., spot an- 
nouncements. WGST. 

W. T. Grant Co., spots. WGST. 

Ford Dealers of Atlanta, 100-word 
spots three times daily for 10 days. 
Eastman-Scott Agency. WSB. 

Portina Cigars, 104 station break 
announcements. Gotham Agency. 
WSB. 

Chieftan Manufacturing Co., for 
Colorshine, 18 five-minute spots. Van 
Sant-Dugdale Agency. WSB. 

Plymouth Motor Cars, 10 one-min- 
ute spots. Getchell Agency. WSB. 





BOSTON 

Harmony Garments, renewal, 10- 
minute talks thrice weekly for one 
week stariing April 15. Through 
Broadcast Advertising. WBZ. 

Bay State Nurseries, renewal, five- 
minute talk thrice weekly for one 
week starting April 15. Broadcast 
Advertising. WBZ. 

Sunrayed Co., renewal of partici- 
pation in Home Forum Cooking 
School, twice weekly, for 13 weeks, 
starting April 27. Through Cham- 
bers & Wiswell. WBZ. 

General Motors Corp., renewal of 
one-minute announcements’ twice 
weekly for one week, starting April 
14. Campbell-Ewald. WBZ. 

Gold Reclaiming Corp., renewal, 
sponsoring daily weather report for 
one week, starting April 15. WBZ. 

William 8. Scull Co., renewal of 
participation in Home Forum Cook- 
ing School twice weekly for 13 
weeks, starting April 15. Through 
Kenyon & Bekhardt. WBZ. 

John E. Cain Co., participation in 
‘Musical Clock,’ Monday through 
Saturday for 50 weeks, starting 
April 30. Through Chambers & 
Wiswell. WBZ. 

ITS Co. (rubber heels), 100-word 
announcements, on Thursdays, Fri- 
days and Saturdays, following play- 
by-play descriptions of Braves or 
Red Sox baseball games, beginning 
April 19 and ending September 28. 
Through Carr, Liggett Co., Cleve- 
land. WNAC. 

Dodge Brothers, nine participations 
in Yankee Network News Service 
broadcasts, Mondays, Tuesdays, Sat- 
urdays, Sundays, began April 15. 
Through Ruthrauff & Ryan, New 
York. WNAC. 

Two-in-One Shoe Polish, an indefi- 
nite number of participations in the 
Yankee Network News _ Service 
broadcasts, one daily including Sun- 
day, renewal effective April 22. 
Through B. B. D. & O. WNAC. 

Hartz Mountain Products Co., an 
indefinite number of 100-word an- 
nouncements, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, beginning April 22. Direct. 
WNAC. 

Boston Fur Olub, 24 five-minute 
programs, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, began April 22. WNAC. 

Batchelder Whittemore Coal Co., 
six 30-word announcements, daily, 
began April 17. Through Broadcast 
Advertising, Boston. WNAC. 

Kelvinator Corp., 16 temperature 
reports, one daily including Sunday, 
renewal effective April 19. Through 
Dowd & Ostreicher, Boston. WNAC. 

J. Herbert Alexander (nursery), 31 
five-minute programs, one daily ex- 
cept Sunday, began April 24. 
Through Salinger & Publicover, Bos- 
ton. WNAC. 

Chevrolet Motor Co., 39 15-minute 
electrical transcriptions, Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, began April 
22. Through Campbell-Ewald, De- 
troit. WNAC. 

George E. Warren Corp. (Kleer- 
coal), four 30-word announcements, 
one daily, began April 17. Through 
Harry M. Frost, Boston. WNAC. 

T. Noonan &@ Son, 52 30-word an- 
nouncements, Sundays and Tues- 
days, renewal effective April 21. 
Through Wood, Putnam & YWsod, 
Boston. WNAC. 

Theo. J. Craig, 18 weather reports, 
daily except Sunday, began April 22. 
Direct. WAAB. 

M. A. King Co., 65 15-minute pro- 
grams, Mondays through Fridays, 
beginning May 1. Through David 
Malkiel, Boston. WAAB. 

Mondello Pharmacy, 52 15-minute 
programs, Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
beginning April 28. Through C. 
Brewer Smith, Boston. WAAB. 

Metropolitan Coal Co., three par- 
ticipations in Yankee Network News 
Service broadcasts on Wednesday, 
April 17. Through Harry M. Frost, 
Boston. WAAB. 

Sager Brothers, three temperature 
reports, April 19, 21, 23. Through 
David Malkiel, Boston. WAAB. 

Reagan Kipp Co., 156 temperature 
reports, daily, renewal effective May 
6. Through Broadcast Advertising, 
Boston. WAAB. 

Ford Motors, six announcements 
daily except Sunday, on staggered 
schedule. McCann-Erickson Agency. 
WEEI. 

General Electric (refrigerators), 
announcements Mondays’ through 
Fridays at 7:14 p.m. Through Maxon, 
Inc. WEEI. 

Reo Motors (Linscott Sales & Ser- 
vice Co.), starting April 26 will spon- 
sor the E, -B. Rideout morning 
weather report, excluding Saturday 
and Sunday, also 10 anxouncements 
at 11:15 p.m. Monday through Fri- 








baseball scores for duration of the 
baseball season, Mondays through 
Fridays, 6:15 to 6:19 p.m., Sundays 
at 7:55. Through Dowd-Ostreicher, 
Inc. WEEI. 

Joyce Brothers & Co., Inc., con- 
tinuation of sponsorship of morning 
weather report at 8:00 a.m. by E. B. 
Rideout, daily except Sundays. 
Through Chambers & Wiswell, Inc. 
WEEL 

Croft Ale, seven additional pro- 
grams featuring Neal O’Hara, start- 





ing June 8. McCann-Erickson. 
WEEL. 
DENVER 

Mile High Skating Rink, one an- | 
nouncement daily, one month. 
KFEL-KVOD. 

Auto Rental Service, baseball 
scores, daily during season. KFEL- 
KVOD. 

Cobb’s Fashion Shop, four an- 
nouncements daily, one month, 
KFEL-KVOD. 


Pagoda Inn, one announcement 
daily, one month, KFEL-KVOD. 

Albert Lea Gas Light Co., one an- 
nouncement daily, one month, 
KFEL-KVOD. 

‘Believe in Denver, half hour co- 
operative, daily, four weeks, partici- 
pated in by 20 merchants. KFEL- 
KVOD ’ 


Rand’s Millinery, 30 announce- 
nouncements. KFEL-KVOD. 

Western Wholesale Tailors, 90 an- 
nouncements. KFEL-KVOD. 

Dr. Leo L. Spears, 15 minutes 
daily, six months. KFEL-KVOD. 

Garrity’s Restaurant, 30 announce- 
ments. KFEL-KVOD, 

Denver Plymouth Dealers Associa- 
tion, 75 announcements. KFEL- 
KVOD. 

Economy Shop, five announce- 
ments. KF EL-KVOD. 

Corrective Foot Fitters, three 15- 
minute programs weekly, three 
months. KFEL-KVOD. 

Congoin, 180 announcements. 
KFEL-KVOD. 

Rainbo Bread, 100 £415-minute 
broadcasts, ‘Big Top Circus.’ KOA. 

Merchants Biscuit Co., half-hour 
weekly, one year, and four daily time 
signals, one year. KOA. 

Faultless Starch Co., 52 15-minute 
transcriptions. KOA. 

Baldwin Piano Co., 39 15-minute 
programs. KOA, 

Brecht Candy Co., daily tempera- 
ture report, one week. KOA. 

Denver Seedmen & Nurserymen, 
=— weather report daily, one week. 
COA 


Bender's Bakery, 26 announce- 


ments. KLZ. 
Capitol Rendering Co., 26 an- 
nouncements. KLZ. 


Amter’s Dress Shop, 26 announce- 
ments. KLZ. 

Republic Drug Co., 100 announce- 
ments. KLZ. P 

Hoppers, Furs, 18 announcements. 

LZ. 

Grayson Apparel Shop, 26 an- 
nouncements. KLZ, 

Bargain Book Store, 14 quarter- 
hour programs. KLZ. 

James Motor Co., 100 announce- 
ments. KLZ. 

Colorado School of the Bible, 138 
quarter-hour programs. KLZ. 

De Soto Cars, 26 one-minute tran- 
scriptions. KLZ. 

Dodge Motor Cars, 13 one-minute 
transcriptions. KLZ. 

Firestone Tires, 26 announcements, 
KLZ. 





SEATTLE 


Hudson Bay Fur Company, seven 
announcements between April 15 and 
25. MacWilkins & Cole Agency. 
KOL. 

Van Duyn’s Candies, quarter-hour 
program, April 18. Pearce Knowles 
Agency. KOL. 

Union Oil Company, series of 98 
announcements between April 8 and 
May 26. Lord & Thomas. KOL. 

Selby Shoes, announcement each 
Friday for 10 weeks. Henri, Hurst 
& McDonald. KOL. 

Hamrick Theatres, 
program on April 19. KOL. 

Fred Fear @ Co., 100-word an- 
nouncements on April 9, 11, 16 and 
ig. KOL. 

Gallenkamp 


quarter-hour 


Stores, daily an- 
nouncements to run _ indefinitely. 
KOL. 

Committee of Five Hundred 


(Chamber of Commerce), five-minute 
talks twice a week on KOL and 
KJR; 15-minute talks twice weekly 
on KOMO; to run _ indefinitely. 
Strang & Prosser, 

Hop Gold Beer, spot announcement 
each night for month. William L. 
Norvell Agency. KOL. 

Bon Marche Photo Studio, an- 
nouncement on daily Carnival Hour 
program. KOL. 

Fruit Industries, Ltd., announce- 
ment on daily Carnival Hour. KOL. 

Chrysler Corp. (Pl*mouth Divi- 
sion), series of 26 one and one-half 
minute discs, between April 17 and 
28. Sterling-Getchel, Inc. KOMO. 

Chris Hansens Laboratories, 30 
announcements, running three per 
week, between April 15 and June 21. 
Mitchell-Faust Advertising. KOMO. 

General Electric, 28 announce- 
ments over KOMO, April 20 to May 
23; and six on KJR. Maxon, Inc., 
Agency. 

Horluck Brewing Company, series 
of 13 half-hour programs, one each 
Sunday, April 28 to July 21. Roy 
Campbell Company. KOMO. 

S. L. Savidge (auto dealer), half- 
hour program each Saturday for 26 
weeks. KOMO. 

California Brewing Association, 
two announcements per week for 39 


April 4 and May 6. 
Agency. KOMO. 

Kenneth Biles Bond Investment 
Company, three announcements per 
week for 13 times. KJR. 

Motors Credit Company, 90 fifty- 
word spots, between April 16 and 
July 14. Condon Co., Inc. KJR. 

Puget Sound Navigation Company 
quarter-hour program each Friday 
for 30 times. KJR. 

Purity Ice Cream Company, Series 
of announcements, Monday to Fri- 
day, inclusive, between April 16 and 
June 28. KJR. 

Sperry Flour Company, series of 
260 daily 15-minute programs, Placed 
through NBC, KJR. 


Wm. L. Norvell 





WHITE PLAINS, N. Y. 

Kathleen, Inc., series of spot an- 
nouncements, for an indefinite pe- 
riod. WFAS. 

Joseph Mandell, Inc., series of spot 
announcements. WFEFAS. 

Miss Ethel, Inc., series of spot an- 
nouncements. WFAS. 

Timken Silent Automatic Com- 
pany, oil burners, series of spot an- 
nouncements. WFAS. 

A. F. Smith Company, series of 
spot announcements. WFEAS. 

Siegfried K. Lonegren, series of 
spot announcements. WFEFAS. 

Bigelow-Sanford Carpet Company, 
announcements. WFAS. 

Helen May, astrologer, Kew Gar- 
dens, L. I., series of spot announce- 


ments. WFEAS. 
Rhoan Photographers, announce- 
ments. WFAS. 


J. Steinberg & Son, series of eve- 
ning spots. WEAS. 

Frederick H. Dietz, series of an- 
nouncements. WFAS. 

Camp Oquago for Girls and Lake 
Tunis for Boys, series of daytime 
announcements. WFAS. 

Miss Una Pedersen, tennis club, 
announcements. WFEFAS. 

A. A. Weatherstrip Company, Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y., announcements. 
WEAS. 

Devoe & Raynolds Paint Company, 
Booklyn, announcements. WFAS. 

Obelisk Waterproofing Company, 
announcements. WFEAS. 

Graybar Electric, announcements. 
WEAS. 


Hotel Roosevelt, announcements. 


WEAS. 

Little Venice Restaurant, an- 
nouncements. WFAS. 

Ferncliff Mausoleum, Hartsdale, 


N. Y., announcements. All contracts 
placed through Associated Broadcast 
Advertising Company. WI AS. 


PITTSBURGH 

Weston Paint & Glass Co., 60 50- 
word announcements. Placed direct. 
WCAE. 

United Drug Co., 
ments. Placed by 
WCAE. 

Summit Hotel, Uniontown, Pa., 53 
announcements as ordered. Placed 
direct. WCAE. 

Spear & Co., 300 announcements. 
Placed direct. WCAE. 

Procter 4 Gamble, 13 one-minute 
announcements and eight five-min- 
ute disc programs. Placed direct. 
WCAE. 

Pittsburgh Provision & Packing 
Co., 13 announcements. Placed di- 
rect. WCAE. 

Edgar A. Murray Co. 26 an- 
nouncements on daily Alice Abbott 
program. Placed by Paul Raymer. 
WCAE. 

Bert A. Johnson Co., 15-minute 
transcriptions three times weekly for 
13 weeks. Placed direct. WCAE. 

Hankey Baking Co., three 100-word 
announcements. Placed direct. 
WCAE. 

Hudson Motor Co. of Pittsburgh, 
12 announcements. Placed direct. 
WCAE. 

Garden Nursery Co., 156 five-min- 
ute announcements. Placed by Paul 
Raymer. WCAE. 

Ford Motor Co. of Pittsburgh, 900 
100-word announcements daily as or- 
dered. Placed direct. WCAE. 

Chevrolet Motor Co. of New York, 
15-minute disc program three times 
weekly for 13 weeks. Placed direct. 
WCAE. 

Joe Diamond Co., 299 50-word an- 
nouncemenis ai raie of twice weekiy. 
Placed direct. WCAE. 

Cardinal Laboratories, 13 100-word 
announcements on Alice Abbott pro- 





26 announce- 
Paul Raymer. 





gram. Placed direct. WCAE. 
sT. LOUIS 

General Mills, baseball series, 
through summer season. Placed 
through Blackett, Sample & Hum- 
mert, Inc. KWK. 

Kelly Clothing Co., series of spot 
announcements, for an_ indefinite 


period. KWK. 

Union Electric Light 4 Power Co., 
series of spot announcements, for an 
indefinite period. Placed through 
Campbell-Ewald Co., Detroit. KWK. 

General Motors, series of one- 
minute announcements, for an in- 
definite period. Piaced through 
Campbell-Ewald Co. KWK. 

8S. & L. Tire Co., ser:es of 15-min- 
ute programs presenting the Texas 


Drifter, for 13 weeks. Placed 
through Westheimer & Co. KWK. 
Carter Medicine, disks, for 52 
weeks. Placed through Street & 


Finney, Inc. KWK. 

United Drug Co., series of disks, 
for an indefinite period. Placed 
through Street & Finney, Inc. KWK. 

Mound City Motors, series of an- 
nouncements, KWkK. 

Weil Clothing Co., series of an- 
nouncements before and after base- 
ball games throughout the summer 





season. Placed through National 


Radio Advertising Co. KWEK. 
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PEPPING UP NEW ENGLAND 
‘MINUTE MEN’ PROGRAMS 
YANKEE NETWORK 


—_—-_— 











Yankee Minute Men 
Boston. 
Yankee Network, in co-operation 
with governors of the New Eng- 


land states, has instituted the 
‘Yankee Minute Men,’ a publicity 
organization, headed by Floyd 
Bell. 


Purpose of the new organization 
is to promote New England indus- 
try and institutions through a 
united effort of men and women 
interested in perking up biz in the 
territory. 

John Shepard, 3d, president of the 
Yankee Net, has offered the facili- 
ties of his chain for a daily quar- 
ter-hour speech at 6:30 p. m.; and 
more time will be made available for 
special occasions. Present line-up 
of Yankee Network stations in the 
‘Minute Man’ campaign are WNAC, 
Boston; WEAN, Providence, WICC, 
Bridgeport; WMAS _ Springfield: 
WORC, Worcester; WNBH, New 
Bedford; WLLH, Lowell; WFEA, 
Manchester N. H.; WLBZ, Bangor, 
Me.; and WRDO Augusta. 

Governor James M. Curley of 
Massachusetts was_ the initial 
speaker on the series which will air 
opinions of political and business 
leaders. Governor Curley has been 
especially active since he took of- 
fice last Jenuary in a move to stifle 
Japanese trade in New England, 
and has pressed for wage scale 
raises in the South to give New 
England textile operators a better 
marketing break. These two points 
will be given primary attention in 
the early stages of the Minute Man 
move. 





Plough Gets Lotsa Mail 
New York City. 

Tending to shatter the impres- 
sion in radio that they won't write 
in large numbers unless it’s for a 
giveaway or contest is the results 
that Plough; Inc., has been obtain- 
ing on NBC the past several weeks. 
Mailbag return last week reached 
41,000 letters. Enclosed in each was 
a list of the writer’s five favorite 
tunes as requested during the Lom- 
bardo band’s program. 

Idea of getting them to submit 
their preferred melodies has 
brought the sponsor an average of 
$0,000 letters a week. 





A. H. Blank Finds Out 
Des Moines. 

A. H. Blank, head of Tri-States 
Theatres, happened to hear Orville 
Foster’s ‘Movie Parade’ broadcast 
by KSO from the Paramount, Tri- 
States house, on the program cele- 
brating the first anniversary of the 
program, 

Blank got the idea of making it 
a real birthday party and rushed an 
announcement to Foster inviting 
listeners to see the show at the 
Paramount that day as guests of 
the program, those ‘invited’ being 
the ones who called the Tri-States 
offices within 45 minutes following 
the broadcast. 

Before the last notes of Foster’s 
organ number died away every 
telephone in Tri-State’s offices was 
ringing and by the time the 45-min- 
ute deadline was reached 2,900 
requests had been received whereas 
Blank’s idea had been between 50 
and 100. The Oakleys were spread 
around over all Tri-States houses. 
About 50 requested tickets for the 
Orpheum, a competitive house. 





Off with the Gun 
Hollywood. 

With probabilities that a lottery 
bili wili go before Caiifornia voters 
on a referendum, KNX beat the pa- 
pers and other stations to the 
punch by inaugurating a straw vote 
on the question the day the lottery 
movement got a ‘do pass’ verdict 
in legislative committee. 

On each news broadcast from the 
station, voters are asked to post- 
card a yes or no on the question 
whether they approve of the state 
going into the gambling business. 





Sports Munchausenisms 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

A sports ‘whopper’ story-writing 
contest is now being employed to 
getethoscope the listening beat and 
to syringe the sales pull of spon- 
gor’s product on P. Lorillard’s Sat- 
urday night swing over the NBC 
red rim with Thorton Fisher and 
uest figures in the athletic world. 
irst prize is $25 worth of sports 
equipment, to be obtained through 
a local dealer (details of how the 
winner selects the store with what, 
if any, manufacturing-distributing 
company tobacco concern has ar- 
ranged a tie-up are not announced). 
Authors of next best 50 epistles re- 
ceive boxes of 50 Muriels. All en- 
trants get a copy of Fisher’s car- 


toon of previous week's sports 
celebrity. 

Women are urged to try their 
hand at the Baron Munchausen 
‘hing, shooting for the top prize. 


| Word limit on letters, which must 
be accompanied by two Muriel 
bands, is 100. Necessary to mail 
them by Friday of week following 
the salvo (on which Briggs tobacco 
is also spieled). 





Forhan’s Deciphering Disk 
Schenectady, N. Y. 

Forhan Company is offering an- 
other gadget of the spy’s armor, in 
connection with its Major Yardley’s 
‘Black Chamber’ serial sketch over 
the NBC red rim. This time it is 
a revolving cipher disk, to be used 
by listeners in writing and decod- 
ing secret messages exchanged be- 
tween those who like to go in for 
sub rosa communications. 

Previous giveaway was invisible 
ink. A Forhan toothpaste carton, 
with dialer’s name written thereon, 
brings the disk. 





Tulsa Softens—Around Edges 
Tulsa, Okla. 

After five years of giving radio 
the cold shoulder a small beam of 
light has been permitted to break 
into the local press. Tribune has a 
full page of radio dope on Sun- 
day while the World lists KTUL 
and KVOO programs—not too con- 
spicuously—each a.m. 

KTUL is credited with achiev- 
ing the slightly more chummy at- 
titude. Station came into the world 
a year ago to the not distasteful 
journalistic music of eight full 
pages of paid space and when Alice 
Joy -played the town in connection 
with a promotional program there 
was four more full pages. 


Gertie Won’t Talk 
Omaha. 
As per usual custom when no- 
tables ride the airlines through the 
town and make the short stopovers 
here while refueling, Bob Cunning- 





microphone on the remote airport 
hook-up to the apparently waiting 
to speak Gertrude Stein. To the an- 
nouncer’s surprise he got not even a 
whisper. 

Queston now is who got the 
break, the fans or the mike, when 
the Stein wouldn’t wouldn’t talk 
wouldn't talk. 





Affadavits Required 
Rochester. 
Trip to New York, appearance on 
a nationwide broadcast, and audi- 
tions by a theatrical producer, ar- 
tist bureau and radio booking of- 
fice, are offered as bait in amateur 
contest launched by four Rochester 
Shine theatres in co-operation with 
the Democrat and Chronicle. Each 
of the four, Riviera, Dixie, State 
and Liberty, will conduct elimina- 
tion contests and winners will com- 

pete at the Riviera in finals. 
Contestants have to state they 
are strictly amateurs. 


WHIO, Dayton, Is Stunty 

. Dayton, O. 

WHIO has been conducting sev- 
eral stunts lately which have at- 
tracted attention. One is a half- 
hour spelling bee on twice weekly, 
which will end in the champion- 
ship for Southern Ohio. Twenty 
pupils below the eighth grade are 
used on each program. Series runs 
for 11 weeks, with finals set for 
May 26. 

Station also recently presented 
criminal division judge, N. M. Ho- 
dapp, with an engraved gavel for 
co-operation in broadcasting court 
proceedings each morning. 

Hiram and Henry, formerly on 
WLS national barn dance, have a 
half-hour spread on Sundays with a 
microphone set up in_ reception 
room next to the telephone. Gag 
is to have calls come in while on the 
air, with Hiram answering on the 
spot. First program like this 
jammed the switchboard. 








Benton & Bowles and Barnum 
New York City. 
A small thing in itself but mak- 
ing a nice impression is Benton & 
Bowles’ atmospheric illustration in 
the left-hand corner of the 
usual publicity hoop-la intended 
for radio editors. It has the not 
inestimable result of compelling 
somewhat more attention for mime- 
ographed handouts than they usu- 
ally get. 
Clara Lu ’n’ Em, Show Boat, Mu- 
sic at the Haydn’s are Benton & 
Bowles’ programs that carry their 


own special letterhead in blue 
type. Stunt has been in use some 
time. It is a flashback to the old 


vaudeville days when no acrobat 
would dream of using hotel letter- 
heads, but has his own flamboyant 
lithograph which generally had a 
small open space in which the acro- 
bat could write, ‘Am stranded in 
Keokuk. Please send me $19.’ 





WOR'’s Fancy Brochure 
New York City. 

Margaret Bourke-White, photog- 
rapher, is responsible for the pic- 
ture outlay in WOR’s newest bro- 
chure on its transmitter site. The 
pictures have been shot from any 
number of angles and get away 
from the usual stilted industrial 
snaps generally seen. All features 





of the new equipment are drama- 


tized by the ecumera and several 


ham of KOIL hurried to get the’ 


highly artistic views have been cap- 
tured. 

Copy is light, instead more space 
is devoted to the art work. Book 
is done in two tones, and is in the 
new loose-leaf style. Facts and fig- 
ures comprise the general run of 
data handed out. Copies have been 
sent to clients, agencies, press, etc. 
Gene Thomas directed work on the 
issue. 





Big Doings in Birmingham 
Birmingham. 

Brushing the hayseed out of their 
heads, hill-billies from three states, 
Alabama, Tennessee and Mississip- 
pi, reckoned they'd come to Bum- 
min’ham last week to participate in 
a barn dance at the muny audi- 
torium. The surprise to a lot of the 
Squedunk Center lads came when 
they learned they might have to 
stay up till midnight. 

But anyway from 1 p. m. Satur- 
day till 11:30 that night WAPI 
staged the shindig, designed to pick 
the best fiddlers and ‘coming around 
the montain’ yodelers in the state. 
Two bands from Tennessee man- 
aged to pull in while two from Mis- 
sissippi also came to town. All in 
all, 20 hill billy bands attended and 
got their moment of glory. 

Sticking an admish of 15 and 25 
cents at the gate, the station did 
well in view of the fact that 3,800 
tickets were sold which goes to 
show that hill billies either appeal 
to a lot of people or else the rural 
musicians formed a corporation and 
bought that many tickets them- 
selves just to be sure they’d get a 
chance to play. Anyway, to the sta- 
tion the venture was a decided suc- 
cess. 

Over at WRBC, the rival station 
of WAPI, they’re laying it on thick. 
Brack Philllips’ Pioneers won the 
grand prize and WBRC claims him 
as their musician. WBRC claims 
that all the other prizes except two 
were won by WBRC hill, billies. It’s 
probably the first time either sta- 
tion would like to lay claims to the 
ruralites, 

WAPI ballyhooed the event for a 
couple of weeks in advance with 
newspaper space, window cards and 
a sound system on the streets. 

For two bits a person could enter 
at 1 o’clock and stay till nearly 
midnight. That was cheaper than 
‘a flop bed up on Second avenue. 





Maryland Hunt on Air 
Baltimore. 

Last Saturday, for the first time 
in its existence, the Maryland Hunt 
Cup Race was broadcast. Relayed 
out from WFBR here and spread 
over the NBC scarlet strand, as 
well as short-waved to Europe, 
where the British racing-rabid folk 
had chance to hear the American 
counterpart of England’s annual 
Aintree. 

Clem McCarthy was. brought 
down from N. Y. to describe actual 
events of race while it was in prog- 
ress. Nancy Turner, femme stylist, 
preceded him by detailing to the 
gals just what sort of toggery the 
turf enthusiasts wore. Prefacing 
the entire half-hour broadcast, the 
history of the timber-topping clas- 
sic was detailed for listeners’ 
knowledge. 

NBC went to pretty much ex- 
pense to pick up the hunt classic. 
Had engineers on location several 
days before race stringing out wires 
and arranging for point of vantage. 
Found necessary to use the NBC 
short-wave mobile transmitter, 
which had to be shipped down from 
Manhattan. That also necessitated 
using a receiver outfit spotted at 
city limits to catch up program and 
relay it to N. Y. via customary 
phone wires. Since the race was 
held about 15 miles outside town on 
an expansive estate, pkone wires 
didn’t come close enough to the field 
to be available for use. 





Sports Omnibus 
South Bend, Ind. 

Socony-Vacuum Oil, Ine.,_ is 
sponsoring all major sport events 
in area around South Bend, Ind., 
using stations WSBT and WFAM, 
local outlets. This takes in Notre 
Dame meets, Indiana State rootball 
finals, Western Open Golf tourney. 
St. Joe Valley outboard regatta ana 
sectional, regional and state high 
school events. 

Entire series will take up 118 
hours on the air. Three staff an- 
nouncers, Joe Boland, Lee Hanley 
and Jack Ledden handling the 
broadcasts. Both stations are op- 
erated by South Bend Tribune. 
Parade of Sports is the series’ 
label. Socony purchased the sports 
programs of both stations at the 
same time. 

Account placed through J. Stir- 
ling Getchell, Inc. 


Amateur Protest Vote 
Syracuse. 

Hereafter, there’s going to be no 
doubt as to the winners of the Fam- 
ily Amateur Night programs broad- 
cast from Loew’s State over WFBL 
with Hearst’s Journal-American as 
co-sponsor, 

An electrical judge—a sound re- 
corder — will automatically record 
the volume of applause, and a play- 
back will determine the winners. In- 
novation is designed to end squawks 
from contestants over decisions. 

Amateur shows are becoming epi- 
demic on the Syracuse Rialto. 
Keith’s, which started with a four- 
way tieup, is continuing with a new 
commercial sponsor over WSYR; 





local management shift led to the 


with 


severing of the arrangement 
Sears, Roebuck Company, and the 
substitution of Wilson, jewelry 
house. At the same time, The Her- 
ald dropped out as co-sponsor. 
Kallet's Regent, second run house 
in the University sector, is the new- 
est addition to the lineup, with a 
Saturday morning stage broadcast 
over WFBL, ‘Big Bill and His Tiny 
Amateurs.’ Bill Lundigan of WFBL 
is the m.c., using kiddie talent only. 


Object is to build up a juvenile pat- 
ronage for Saturday mornings, the 
special screen program embracing 
cartoons and comedies. 
G. M. Holds a Soiree 
Detroit. 

General Motors followed up the 
final broadcast of its concert series 
last Sunday (27) with a reception 
to Kirsten Flagsted, Metropolitan 
Opera star, which was attended by 
the town’s social and industrial 400. 
Event, which was held in the Ma- 
sonic Temple, had GM execs and 
their fraus do their receiving. 

So that Mme. Flagstad could be 
on hand for the reception GM ar- 
ranged to have a train, which was 
slated to leave with her for New 
York at 9:20, held over until 10 p.m. 








Cost Kills Another Idea 
New York City. 

Union Central Life Insurance Co. 
dedicated its ‘Roses and Drums’ 
program of last Sunday (28) to the 
Virginia Military Institute in Fred- 
ericksburg, Va. It had been pro- 
posed that the account send a 
troupe of actors to that town to 
help it celebrate the Battle of 
Chancellorville by re-enacting the 
death of Gen. Stonewall Jackson, 
but the insurance company saw 
what the payroll and transporta- 
tion costs would be. 

General was a professor at VMI 
at the time he joined the Confed- 
erate Army. Dedication announce- 
ment drew space on the front 
pages of the Fredericksburr ga- 
zettes, 





Coty-Crossley Disagree 
New York City. 

One time offer of a sample lip- 
stick made by Coty during the Ray 
Noble program over NBC the week 
before drew over 83,000 pieces of 
mail. Sponsor put on the giveaway 
in an effort to find out whether they 
were really listening when the 
Crossley Reports showed that the 
program’s rating was ranging be- 
tween 8% and 10%. Mailbag re- 
sults obtained by the cosmetic 
maker served decidedly to contro- 
vert the listening quota indicated by 
the Crossley survey. 

Fact that the offer was of strictly 
femme appeal and one not only 
likely to draw a lot of kid mail 
tended to keep the reaction within 
a circumscribed class. It is figured 
that even if as much as 20% of the 
women listening in took up the of- 
fer the program’s reception that 
night accounted for 415,000 of the 
sex. With the time and talent costs 
for the show coming to $9,200 the 
advertiser, on this basis, paid $4.50 
per 1,000 femme listeners, or poten- 
tial users of Coty’s powder. 

Offer was made on the seventh 
week of Noble’s connection with the 
account, 





Studio Mystery Solved 
Charlotte, N. C. 

WBT had a rustling paper mys- 
tery that has at last been solved. 
On a certain musical spot rattling 
paper was heard almost continually, 
The announcers were put on the 
spot, but it continued. Finally 
Manager W. A. Schudt ordered a 
special rehearsal of the show to see 
just what the trouble was. While 
no one in the studio used even a 
single sheet of manuscript, the noise 
of paper continued, 

It was tried again and again, and 
the performers were eliminated one 
atatime. Finally it was discovered 
that the old-fashioned piano stool 
that George Frazier insisted on 
using in lieu of a piano bench, gave 
off a noise from its upholstery. The 
stool has been junked and there is 
no further paper noise. 





Announcer in Character 

New York City. 
Pipsqueak Pippins has returned 
to WINS, New York, under sponsor- 
ship ef Katro-Lek Laboratories. 
Rural tunesters are heard Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 11 to 11:30 a.m. 
EST. Sales copy is also broadcast 
in typical character by Al Grobe. 
On Sundays the sponsor shifts to 
a Polish concert group for airing at 
7 p.m. Ed Cleland handling con- 


tinuity on the series. Account 
placed through Chaseborn & Els- 
well, Inc. 

Katro-Lek is a stomach remedy. 


Hoking Up the Grunters 
Charlotte. N. C. 
Grady Cole, newscaster and col- 
umnist for WBT, is going in for dia- 
lect stories on his wrestling show 
coverage, spinning yarns between 
rounds, and taking turns at report- 
ing the groan and grunt business 
after the Greek, Italian, Irish, Jew- 
ish and Swedish methods. 
It’s a pleasant variation to straight 
announcing. 
Inexpensive Publicity 
Pittsburgh, 
WCAE has gotten publicity on a 
comedy stunt involving no expense. 





Three girls of the studio staff have 
offered an orchid to first Pittsburgh 
Pirate pitcher to win a home game, 


another to first one making a home 
run and a ripe onion to the bird 
making the initial error. Stunt has 
been plugged on station’s mid-day 
Merry-Go-Round program, as well 
as in Hearst paper, ‘Sun- Tele.’ 
Alice Abbott, Helen Wayne and 
Dorothy Devlin, respectively, will 
make the awards at Forbes Field, 
where the Pirates hold forth, imme- 
diately after the game, in which the 
victory, home-run and error occur. 





Instead of Records 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Live talent has replaced records 
on WBT, and George Frazier, pian- 
ist, and Pete Martin, xylophonist, 
now perform for the announcement 
periods. This economical and well- 
balanced program has brought to 
the announcement periods several 
new customers, who said that they 
didn’t care for record playing. 





Southern Humor 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Down south they like their humor 
just a bit off-color, and sometimes 
a long way off-color, or so they have 
decided at WBT, where two joke 
contests are running. 

Grady Cole, with his radio column 
for Chatham Blankets, and Clair 
Shadwell, with his Mammoth Dixie 
Minstrels for Pittsburg Plate Glass 
Company, select the best submitted 
joke of the week and award prizes. 
The majority of material submitted 
is too dirty for radio use. 

Minstrel sponsor offers five gal- 
lons of paint each week for the best 
joke, selected for use by the min- 
strels. During the first week of this 
offer Director Shadwell received 489 
submitted jokes, of which 274 failed 
to survive the decency test. 





Panorama of Dramaturgy 
New York City. 

Social Plays of the Past Decade is 
the name of a new series by the 
Theatre Union over station WEVD. 
First one scheduled was ‘Spread 
Eagle,’ at 10:30 p.m. EST; other 
plays to follow in order each Sun- 
day are: ‘Processional,’ ‘Gods of 
Lightning’ and ‘1931.’ All were first 
produced by the Theatre Guild, 
Provincetowners or the Group The- 
atre. 

First time for this station to go 
dramatic in a big way. Players 
will be drafted from the Theatre 
Union’s ranks. 





Press Agents’ Paradise 
New York City. 

WNEW’’s idea of a su-well stunt 
hour is a Press-Agents Paradise. 
Plan to have around 10 p.a.’s down 
to relate prize boners and gags. A 
regular series also, 

Mack Miller, press chief, who also 
ballyhoos night spots, thought it up. 


Spelling Bee for Adults 
Rochester, 
Civic Clubs Spelling Bee cone 
ducted by WHAM is attracting 
plenty of interest and creating a 
lot of fun among business men, 
Idea originated with Jack Lee, sta- 
tion’s production manager. Sixteeen 
civic clubs select their own teams 
and spell against each other in 
eliminations with all clubs having 
a chance to compete in the finals. 
Ernest R. Clark, former high 
school Engilsh teacher, calls the 
words and directs the contest. 


WAAB’s Birthday Cakes 
Boston. 

WAAB, Boston, to observe its own 
fourth birthday on the air, sent out 
dozens of small birthday cakes to 
radio editors and ad agencies over 
the April 21 week-end. 

All the cakes, baked by Gretchen 
McMullen, who conducts a cooking 
school over the station, were deliv- 
ered by messenger boys on a tie-up, 











Ken Wilson, WHDH, Boston, staff 
organist, has just revealed that he’s 
been married to Eunice ‘Billie’ Wil- 
liams of Haverhill, since March 18. 
Organist had accompanied Miss 
Williams, soprano, on many occa- 
sions before he escorted her to the 
aitar, in Concord, N. H. Lioyd Den- 
nis, program director of WHDH. 
Boston, will do a double harness act 
very soon with Marjorie Holt of 
Taunton, Same goes for Miss Flora 
Matheson, receptionis. and daugh- 
ter of Captain John Matheson, stae- 
tion owner. She is engaged to Geo. 
M. Watson of Boston, and it might 
be any day now. 





WCCO yesterday (29) started its 
Barn Dance, aired from the stage 
of the Grand (Publix) theatre, Min- 
neapolis, from 9:30-11:00 p.m. Will 
continue as regular Monday night 
feature from now on. 

Show is handled much a la WLS 
Barn Dance, with Ted Bolnick of 
the Minnesota Amusement Co., in 
oharge of booking and arrange- 
ments. Outside talent entirely; no 
amateur stuff. Top orks, singers, 
choruses and musical comedy acts 





only will be booked. Admish: 25c. 
for kids and 40c. for adults. 
Fleischmann’s Yeast Bakers’ 


broadcast with Joe Penner and Oz- 
zie Nelson takes a vacation from 
NBC, following the June 30 program, 





Both are due back in the Sunday 


night Oct. 6. 
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| FCC's Washington Hearings 


HERE AND THERE 


Virginia Lund, 
WICC, Bridgeport 
study dancing in Manhattan, 





Washington, April 30. 

Three 
boosts last week from the Federal Communications Commission, while 
a dozen requests were ordered to the hearing docket. 

Power boosts of 50 to 100 watts were granted W8XH, Buffalo; WMMN, 
Fairmont, W. Va. from 250 and 600 to 500 and 1 kw; and KWSC, Pull- 
man, Wash., up days from 2 to 5 kw. 

Applications forwarded to examiners included; 

WMBC, Detroit, frequency shift from 1420 to 1300 and power boost 
from 100 night and 250 day to 500 night and day; WEED, Rocky Mount, 
N. C., increase power from 100 to 250 and shift frequency from 1420 to 
1350; Robert K,. Herbst, Moorehead, Minn., new station on 1310 with 100; 
WAAF, Chicago, increase from 500 to 1 kw and change from daytime to 
unlimited; WAAW, Omaha, increase from 500 to 5 kw days; North Side 
Broadcasting Corp., New Albany, Ind., new station on 1370 with 100 night 
and 250 day; Paul R. Heitmeyer, Salt Lake City, U., new station on 
1210 with 100 days; Miles J. Hansen, Fresno, Calif., new station on 1210 
with 100; KLO, Ogden, U., increase from 500 to 1 kw; KGCU, Mandan, 
N. D., shift from 1240 to 1230; KMA, Shenandoah, Ia., change from shar- 
ing to unlimited; WPJM, renewal; WMBD, Peoria, Ill., 500 night and 1 
kw day to 1 kw night and day; and KGBZ, York, Neb., renewal. 

Two examiners reports were disposed of, Commish granting plea of 
KSLM, Salem, Ore., for unlimited time instead of day hours, and deny- 
ing application of Bailey Brothers, San Diego, Calif., for new one-lunger. 

Several prior grants were recalled, following squawks from other sta- 
tions, and slated for hearing. Group included WILL, Urbana, Ill. change 
frequency from 890 to 580 with 1 kw; WCBS, Springfield, Ill. change 
frequency from 1210 to 1420; WELL, Battle Creek, Mich., increase to 
100; and WBOW, Terre Haute, Ind., increase from 100 night and day to 
100 night and 250 day. 

Leading the flock of new applicants, WJR, Detroit, filed plea for per- 
mission to boost power from 10 to 50 kw. Other requests included: 

Fred S. Rogers, Glens Falls, N. Y., new station on 1210 with 100; 
WIOD-WMBF, Miami, Fla., shift frequency from 1300 to 970 and power 
from 1 kw to 1 kw night and 5 kw day; Review Publishing Co., Moscow, 
Ida., new station on 1310 with 100; Pauline Holden, Porterville, Calif., 
new station on 1160 with 100; WKBO, Harrisburg, Penn., facliities of 
WKJC, Lancaster, when moved from Lancaster to Easton, Penn.; WNBF, 
Binghamton, N. Y., increase from 100 to 100 night and 250 day; KDFN, 
change from 1440 to 780, requesting frequency of KGHL, Billings, Mont.; 
KOH, Reno, Nev., increase from 500 to 1 kw days; KOMO, Seattle, Wash., 
increase from 1 to 5 kw days and shift from °20 to 760; WORK, York, 
Penn., shift from 1000 to 1320; Century Broadcasting Co., Richmond, Va., 
new station on 1370 with 100; Alexandria Broadcasting Co., Alexandria, 
La., new station on 1420 with 100; Clark Standiford, Marysville, Calif., 
new station on 1210 with 100; Clark Standiford, San Diego, Calif., new 
station on 1210 with 100; Clark Standiford, San Jose, Calif., new station 
®n 1500 with 100; Clark Standiford, Fresno, Calif., new station on 1210 
with 100; KGBU, Ketchikan, Alaska, increase from 500 to 1 kw night 
and 5 kw day; International Ladies Garment Workers’ Union, New York, 
new station on 970 with 1 kw; CalierTimes Publishing Co., Corpus Christi, 
Tex., new station on 1330 with 1 kw; George B. Storer, Detroit, new sta- 
tion on 680 with 1 kw; WESG, Ithaca, N. Y., special authority to oper- 
ate daytimes on 850; KAST, Astoria, Ore., change from 1370 to 1500 and 
increase from 100 days to 100 night and day; and Golden Empire Broad- 
casting Co., Redding, Calif., new station on 1370 with 100. 











Another New Idea for the 
Station of the Stars! 





What WHN's Amateur Hour is to the eicanbacie 
Sophie’s Hour will be to the “untried professionals.” 


SOPHIE TUCKER’S 


MUSIC HALL 


MONDAYS AT 7 P. M. 
° 


WHN is one of the few New York stations 
the New York Times considers worth listing! 


Have you. heard the Itty Bitty Kiddy 
Hour? And Radie Harris on WHN 
Movie Club? Two More “Best Bets!” 






INITIAL STAGE APPEARANCE | 


ANDY SANNELLA 


And His | 


MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND ORCHESTRA 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (April 26) 


‘ON THE AIR SUNDAYS AT 9 P.M., WEAF (D.S.T.) 


Direction: BOB GOLDSTEIN 
230 Park Avenue, New York 
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LULU BELL 


WLS PRAIRIE FARMER STATION 


HEADLINING 
STATE LAKE THEATRE, CHICAGO 


This Week, April 27 


broadcasters received the nod in response to pleag for power 





Reginald A. Allen has joined 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C., as an an- 
nouncer. He came from WDNC, 
Durham, N. C. He replaces Weston 
Britt, who resigned to become pro- 
gram director at WSPA, Spartan- 
burg, 8. C. 





KPRC, Houston, celebrates its 
tenth birthday anniversay program 
on May 9 with a special broadcast. 





Mills Bros. sail May 4 for a 10- 
week route of England, Scotland, 
Holland and France. 





Annette Hanshaw avers she will 
not sing again for the Camel show 
unless she’s accorded top billing. 





Jimmy Regan, warbling over 
WMCA, New York, is to make three 
Warner shorts, following in his 
brother's footsteps, Phil Regan. 





Wilma Miller, San Carlo opera 
singer, guesting on Planter’s pro- 
gram over WINS, New York, on 
May 65. 





Andrew W. Talley new to sales 
staff at WINS, New York. 





The Rogues, singing trio of 
WFBM, are back home after trying 
their wings for one week in Chi, 





Len Riley back at the mike for 
WIRE, to open the Indianapolis 
baseball season, 





Leo Kennett helping with the in- 
stallation of new control equipment 
at WFBM, Indianapolis. 





John Holtman, who used to put 
WFBM, Indianapolis to bed at night, 
now gets it up in the morning, ac- 
count of DST. 





Paul Sutton, WIRE, Indianapolis 
songster, leaving with Charlie 
Davis and ork. 





WFBM, Indianapolis, will start 
construction of a new RCA trans- 
formér and 425 foot vertical radia- 
tor, during May. 





WGY is keeping its midday farm 
program on standard time, although 
the Schenectady station operates 
on daylight saving time. 








Pauline Lang, of the Lang Sisters, 
| WGY, Schenectady, is wearing a 
| dazzler on that important finger, it 
| being the gift of Edward J. Skelly, 


| theatre manager, 

| Lowell MacMillan, WHAM, Roch- 
| ester, sportscaster, is back from a 
, tour of the Florida baseball camps 
‘for his sponsor, Kendall Oil, 








_ Craig Lawrence, commercial man- 
| ager, KSO and KRNT, Des Moines, 
laid up with a bruised foot, 





lowa Barn Dance Frolic on WHO, 
Des Moines, adds ‘Dad’ Lewis, 
Jungle Rhythm Boys, Barnyard 
Steve and Harmonica Joe. 





Bill Kuser transferred from the 
announcing staff of KFRC, San 
Francisco, to KHJ, Los Angeles. 
Robert Sherwood off the latter sta- 
tion. 





KNX, Hollywood, will start re- 
modeling its new station within a 


week and will move to its new 
quarters in August. 





Raymond F. Morgan formed a 
new radio agency in Hollywood 
under the title Raymond R. Mor- 
gan Co, 





William Forbes, formerly in 
charge of the Los Angeles office 
of KMPC, Beverly Hills, joined KHJ 
sales staff, 





Radio station XEAM has been in- 
augurated at Matamoros, on the 
border, opposite Brownsville, Tex., 
by American and Mexican interests. 








Bob Howard, who has been a 
WINS artist, now for the next sev- 
eral months, is also singing and 
playing over WHN, New York, 
nightly. 





Wen Niles, orchestra leader and 
KCL (Seattle) announcer, planning 
trips to New York next month, 





Elaborate ceremonies celebrated 
the opening of the new WMT asatu- 
dios, at Hotel Russell Lamson, 














Waterioo, Iowa on April 21. Iowa 


songstress, off 
schedules to 





Wednesday, May 1, 1935 


Catholic, Protestant, Jew Guide 
Philly Station's Religious Policy 





Philadelphia, April 30. 
Inaugurating a sudden switch in 
religious policy, WFIL will shortiy 
remove all of its local religious 


broadcasts and relegate that angle 
of its schedule to a selected com- 
mittee of the clergy. 

Policy becomes effective May 12. 
Donald Withycomb, WFIL manager, 
explains that station has modified 
the precepts of the NBC Commit- 
tee on Religious Activities. They 
require that the broadcasting of re- 
ligious programs conform to the 
following principles: 

1. The message of religion in gen- 
eral, as distinct from the service of 
any particular congregation, 

2. Universal in appeal and non- 
controversial in character, 

3. Not an effort to provide a sub- 
stitute for a church service, but de- 
signed to stimulate the listener to 
respond to that which his church 
can provide, 

4. Under no circumstances the 

broadcasting of an actual religious 
service from within a church or 
place of worship. Exception will 
be made, of course, for the service 
of outstanding national significance. 
5. Delivered only by those who 
are recognized ag leaders in their 
own communions and also in the 
community. 
In order to overcome the expected 
blast of criticism of its policy WFIL 
has secured three notable clergy- 
men to serve as advisory council on 
religious activities. All complaints 
will be handled by the trio com- 
posed of Rt. Rev. Monsignor H. L. 
Lamb, chancellor of the archdiocese 
of Philadelphia; Rev. J. A. Mac- 
Callum, Presbyterian minister, and 
Rabbi Wm. H, Fineshriber. 

This council will have a brace of 
duties: 

1. To recommend speakers for 
WFIL on religious topics, whose 
personalities and addresses on the 
air will carry out the principles 
above declared. 

2. To pass on all requests from 
individuals or organizations for the 
use of facilities for any purpose 
coming within the scope of religious 
activities, the procedure being that 
each request will be referred to the 
member of the council representing 
the faith of applicant. 

Withycomb states, ‘Under this 
policy, no church service will be 





Broadcasting co., owner of the sta- 
tion, which recently became merged 
with KWCR, Cedar Rapids, has 
added new equipment all around the 
‘Voice of Iowa’ station. 





KOL’s ‘Carnival Hour’ variety 
show now playing one-night stands 
in the sticks of western Washington, 
in addition to the daily Seattle 
broadcast, 





Dick Lackaye, KOL, Seattle, dra- 
matic producer, teaching twice-a- 
week class in radio dramatics at the 
radio station. 

Henri Damski, KOMO-KJR, Seat- 
tle, musical director, giving a series 
of vocational talks at the nine local 
high schools. 





John B. Kennedy in Dayton last 


anda 


wee 


wool far 
WOCm ave 


WHIO annual industrial show. 


Dayton Daily News 





Earl Harper of WINS, New York, 
reviving the Inquiry Microphone 
program gain. 





Thurston, magician, had two 15- 
minute spots on WHIi0O, Dayton, 
while playing vaude there. 

Lester Spencer still covering night 
spots over WOWO, Fort Wayne. 








Dick Reed is now continuity ed- 

itor at WHIO, Dayton; Merle House, 
auditions, and Tom Slater, special 
events, 
Harold Parks has joined Iowa 
Broadcasting Co, from WBBM Chi- 
cago aS sports announcer for both 
KSO and KRNT. 

Don Inman is commercial manager 
and Paul Spargrove program direc- 
tor of WMT, Waterloo, now in new 
quarters at Hotel Lamson. 








‘Between the Bookends,’ quarter 
hour of poetry and prose, by Ted 
Malone, which has been on KMBC, 
Kansas City, for six years, becomes 





(Continued on page 39) 





picked up and no compensation wil! 
be accepted by the station for pro- 
grams of a religious nature. Recog- 
nized leaders will be invited to de. 
liver weekly address...of universa] 
appeal, and not merely denomina- 


tional, Each address will be given 
a musical setting, provided by 
WFIL. In addition, WFIL will con. 


tinue to carry the following relig« 
ious programs from NBC: Morning 
Devotions (daily), National Youth 
Conference (Sunday), and National 
Vespers (Sunday).’ 

Portent behind the policy change 
contradicts the local attitude toward 
religious programs. All Philly sta- 
tions are carrying such broadcasts 
on card rate. Many stations, par- 
ticularly WIP, have found the cler- 
ics a source for plentifui bounty. 
An investigation, recently, of com- 
mercialized religious programs re- 
vealed that several churches have 
upped from the red through radio 


solicitations, 


Approximately six religious pro- 


grams are due for the ax next week, 


from WFIL. Of this number, not 


one is paying the station scale, al- 
though several are standing the line 
expenses, etc. 
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INTRODUCING A NEW STAR 


A Manager Goes Berserk 


This office has had the privilege 
(and, maybe, the fitness) to repre- 
sent the best of artists. 


This office also recognizes the fine 
capabilities of all other per- 


formers. 
BUT 


We now unhesitatingly announce 
that we have the honor of intro- 
ducing a new popular songstress 
who is nothing less than great. And 
great is the word. Her name is 


LOIS RAVEL 


She will make her radio debut to- 
morrow night (Thursday, May 2nd) 
with 


RUDY VALLEE 
On the Fleischmann Yeast program. 


We believe Miss Ravel is “going 
places”. That’s wrong; we know 
she’s “going places’’. She’s going 
to be a new singing star. 


We desire, also, to sincerely thank 
the gentlemanly Mr. Vinton 
Freedley for his confidence in 
offering to send Miss Ravel to 
London for his “Anything Goes” 
production. 


(A WHISPERED ASIDE) 


Dear Miss Ravel:—Don't let this embarrass you; keep that pert 
head of yours level—let us do the raving. We're not afraid; 
we know you'll "deliver." 
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Radio Reports 





(Continued from page 30) 
filching things, such 
tall ladders, etc., to 
make the day complete. ‘Fibber 
McGee and Molly’ also brought in. 

Paula Gould was the only femme 
on the bill, and took advantage of 
her s.a. powers to deliver. Good 
copy here. She started a Daytime 
Wives club for a dull film produc- 
tion of the same monicker. This 
took root and spread like fire. It 
also landed her in jail, but made 
the front pages as desired. She 
has a good radio voice. 

Others asked up to WNEW in- 


around town 
as black cats, 








RO © Re © <- € 
RADIO’S NEWEST, LOVELIEST VOICE 


BERNICE 
CLAIRE 


“Abe Lyman’s Waltz 
hate oy Oe OF 
(BAYER ASPIRIN) MAGNESIA) 
WABC, Every Tues., WEAF, = Fri., 
8-8:30 P.M. 9-9:30 P.M, 
Coast-to-Coast Ceast-to-Coast 
Direction, LESTER LEE, REO BLDG., N. Y. 


(“HELLO STRANGER”) 


HEARN 


& 
MR. SCHLEPPERMAN 
i” 


Friars’ Club, 1657 Broadway 
Clrcle 73-4400 


“Lavender and Old 
Lace’’ 
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AND HIS MUSIC 
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And His ORCHESTRA 
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Every Wednesday, 8-8:30 P. M. 














WARD 


CASANOVA, PARIS 


BRITISH BROADCASTING 
COMPANY 


Direction KEN LATER 
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BAY NOBLE 


and his ORCHESTRA 


NBC, COAST-TO-COAST 


WIZ WEAF 
9:00-9:30 P.M. DST 10:30-11 P.M. 
Saturday Wednesday 


VICTOR COTY 





cluded Bessie Mack, George Lott- 
man, Bert Nevins, Meyer Beck, Jay 
Faggan, Irving Mansfield, Earl Fer- 
ris and J. M. Josephsberg, but they 
bound out. 


HORSE SENSE PHILOSOPHY 
With Andrew Kelly 
Sustaining 
15 Mins. 
WGY, Schnectady 

Andrew Kelly, heavily-brogued, 
sharp-brained gentleman from Mar- 
cy, N. Y., has returned to WGY's 
air lanes’ with his ‘Horse Sense 
Philosophy,’ different in the form 
of presentation, but somewhat simi- 
lar in theme. He is now working 
alone, whereas on the _ previous 
blocks of broadcasts he used a 
stooge-questioner, ‘Danny.’ In the 
present series Kelly is tracing the 
story of the American economic- 
industrial - governmental develop- 
ments back to the end of the World 
War, rather than dealing almost 
exclusively with current situations 
and maneuvers, as he did on past 
programs (networked over NBC for 
a time). Following his opening 
salvo here, he requested post cards 
from listeners as evidence of their 
desire to hear the ‘whole story.’ 
This he believes necessary for a 
proper understanding of the coun- 
try’s present difficulties. The re- 
sponse is reported to have been 
strong, as was the case when Kelly 
once before asked for a mail check. 

This is still a good program al- 
though it seems to have lost some 
of the novelty and timeliness which 
made the program the station's out- 
standing local from the month F, D. 
R. was elected president to the end 
of that stirring first year of action. 

Doubtful if the monologue form 
is quite as effective as the dialogued 
sketch in achieving the goal sought. 
It must now be noticeable, even to 
the unobserving, that Kelly is talk- 
ing directly to, even at times lec- 
turing, the listening audience. Be- 
fore he did this through the medium 
of the impetuous, anxious-to-learn 
Danny. Byplay and bits of humor 
between the two are missing, too. 

Jaco. 


DICK AND DOT 

Serial Sketch with Songs 
15 Mins. 

COMMERCIAL 

WGY, Schenectady 

A new romantic-adventure sketch 
acted by Patricia Sheldon and an 
unnamed young singer-lead, on a 
twice weekly early-evening swing 
for a Schenectady bakery and its 
‘Lady Betty’ bread. Miss Sheldon 
plays the role of a so-called budding 
young authoress, and her warbling 
vis-a-vis portrays that of an ama- 
teur golf champion. Childhood 
friends, they meet on a ship leav- 
ing for an ocean voyage. To lis- 
teners is held out the picture of 
unknown adventure and romance. 

First two episodes proved unex- 
citing. Indications were that skit 
would be a mild, passably enter- 
taining affair—the quality latter due 
largely to the tenor singing. Play- 
let does not impress as particularly 
realistic or convincing, perhaps be- 
cause the scripting is only so-so. 
The vocals, for instance, are dragged 
into the action, little reason for 
their introduction being given via 
lines and situations, 

Male lead is a competent actor 
and a pleasing though not a re- 
markable = singer. Miss Sheldon 
is fairly good as the _ eventual 
object of his affections. How- 
ever, she would be better if she 
spoke less rapidly, eliminated a 
half-smothered laugh, and _ exer- 
cised more care in keeping up the 
pitch of her voice. At times it is 
a bit difficult to understand her. A 
firm-handed director would wrought 
quick improvement in Miss Shel- 
don's speech. 

Production is average. Advertis- 
ing, as usuai on a ijocai, tends to be 
over-done. <A spiel in which ‘Lady 
Betty’ is mentioned about ten times 
slows up proceedings at the start. 
Later bread is dialog-tabbed once 
in an unsubtle manner, and a sec- 
ond plug comes on the sign-off. 

Jaco. 


TRANSRADIO NEWS 
Sundry Sponsors 

15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 

WOR, New York 

Transradio news is now sponsored 
up to the nose-line on WOR. Edu- 
cator Biscuit, General Mills, Fisher 
Baking and Blackstone Cigar each 
have quarter-hour programs of 
news flashes, while a fifth sponsor, 
Continental Baking, takes a five- 
minute session. Scattered through 
the day the various programs re- 
veal the Transradio service as hit- 
ting a fast pace. 

Straight commercial spiels on the 
various sponsorships. Responsibility 
is upon the program entirely. Spiels 
will get across with about custom- 
ary blah-blah effectiveness. Wheth- 
er the multiplicity of commercials 
may result in listener confusion is 
one of those delicate questions con- 
cerning which anybody's guess is as 
good as the next. Would seem 
probable that the person hitting all 





' such) 


five programs (and there may be 
could carry away -a pretty 





murky idea of the sponsorships in- 
volved. 

However, each interlude is prob- 
ably best judged alone. Important 
question is the quality and time- 
liness of Transradio flashes. Gen- 
erally speaking, the editing is fast, 
accurate, and breezy. More human 
interest stuff is inserted than with 
the Press-radio (network) five-min- 
ute blurbs and greater liberty of 
editorial comment is allowed. 

Sounded (23) like a paid plug for 
Ben Marden’s Riviera night club’s 
opening, and in reporting the West- 
chester cream puff poisonings the 
editorial comment seemed anxious 
to vindicate the wholesale bakery 
house from whence came the cur- 
dled delicacies that gave an entire 
county tummy ache. The disposi- 
tion to find excuses for ptomaine- 
laden goodies sounded strange if 
not downright partisan. Land. 


HELEN HENSHAW 
Organ 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady 

From its pioneer days, WGY has 
broadcast organ music, but since 
sound pictures and vaudevilleless 
bills closed Schenectady-Albany the- 


atre outlets, the only channel re- 
maining open for the station is that 
of the Union College Memorial 
Chapel. There, Miss Henshaw plays 
a 15-minute program on Friday 
afternoons. 

Classical and sacred music com- 
prise her radio bill of fare. As such, 
it may be less tasty to the appetite 
of the average listener than servings 
in -which currents and popular 
standards are included. Organlogs 
here are more likely to appeal to 
students and lovers of lofty music. 
The fact that group selections some- 
times run as long as seven or eight 
minutes, and that the instrument, 
being of the church type, lacks the 
range of effects possible of repro- 
duction on theatre-studio consoles, 
serves to accentuate program's class 
appeal. 

Obviously a well-trained organist, 
Miss Henshaw ~ manipulates the 
stops and treads with skill. Jaco. 


‘MUSICAL MOMENTS’ 

Hugh Comrade, Tom Shirley, Pierre 
Andre 

15 Mins. 

Disc 

COMMERCIAL 

WBBM, WGN, Chicago 


Chevrolet's campaign of platters 
gets two local outlets in Chicago, 
WBBM on the Columbia and WGN, 


the Chicago Tribune station. Gives 
Chevrolet six nights across the 
board for its platters. 


In general, it’s a meaningless 15 
minutes that will have a gamble 
competing with other shows at the 
same time. Slapped-together affair 
with a number of tunes out of the 
regular World broadcasting sys- 
tem’s library. A firm of Chevro- 
let’s standing is expected to have 
more dignity and class to its enter- 
tainment. Program seems to have 
been an afterthought following, not 
preceding, the decision to launch an 
extensive spot campaign. 

Band music is fairly good but 
the vocal numbers, especially by 
the femmes are poor. In many cases 
the needle-scratch is too noticeable 
coming in over the lovdespeaker 
with swishing like a ship at sea. 

As appetizing as cold soup. Gold. 


POLLY MORAN 
ania 
COMMERCIAL 
WEAF, New York 


Film comedienne, Polly Moran, 
attacked the microphone with gusto 
while guesting on Shell Chateau 
program. Not content with a single 
opening blast to let listeners know 


of her presence, she kept up the 
pitch throughout. There was a 
variety of noises ranging from 


simple hog-calling to yodels from 
the guester. When she did drop 
into au naturel, it was for the 
purpose of catching up on _ her 
breath only, as she resumed the 
hollering right away again. 

Actress has been absent from 
the Hollywood lots for some time, 
filing night club dates and vaude 
dates. Now she sails for London 
to continue her personal appear- 
ances. Tonsil strain must be ter- 
rific. 





RAY BROCK 
‘The Oldtimer’ 
15 Mins. 
COMMERCIAL 
WIOD, Miami 

Ray Brock, ‘The Oldtimer,’ aired 
over WIOD and bankrolled by Good- 
rich-Silvertown, is causing some- 
what of a sensation here. After 
ten weeks on the ether, the ‘Old- 
timer’ has steadily built a follow- 
ing and at present rates at tops 
with local commercials. 

No gab mars this program and 
old-time mountain ballads rendered 
naturally are iargely due to it’s 
success. Unusual ditties, presented 
with ease and much ad lib have 
created a large follagwing for Brock. 
His natural manner of presentation 
make anything he does acceptable 
to ether audiences, Thomson, 





‘Eliz. Bergner--She Speaks 





(Continued from page 1) 


were presented first by name, then 
by their publication, to Elisabeth 
3ergner, who sat huddled in a cor- 
ner of the great big Blumenthal 
sofa and graciously acknowledged 
each introduction. Now the mem- 
bers of the press were led to chairs 
grouped in amphitheatre fashion 
facing Miss Bergner, whcreupon the 
more conscientious and ambitious 
journalists of the group, mastering 
their awe, thought up questions and 
fired them at their squirming tar- 
get—although many of the ques- 
tions revealed practically no 
thought at all, and ‘fired’ is the 
wrong word for their timorous, 
gulping delivery. 
Polite 


Miss Bergner listened to. each 
question politely and replied with 
wit and intelligence, skirting any 
question which her shrewdness told 
her it would be tactless to answer, 
dominating the situation with a 
level-headed acumen that belied her 
gamine get-up and little-girl charm. 
Miss Bergner was in the mood of 
her role in ‘Escape Me Never,’ 
which was not treason—for Miss 
3ergner has filmed ‘Escape Me 
Never’ and it is rumored it will 
shortly be released in this country. 

Perhaps because the setting, Miss 
Bergner's prestige, the feeling that 
they were eye-witness to the making 
of history—since this really was 
Miss Bergner's first interview in 
America—and the presence of Joe 
Schenck himself standing behind 
the sofa cheering Miss Bergner on 
—all conspired to make it a memor- 
able occasion, there were, at first, 
gaps in the general questioning. 
Lulls loomed, threatening to engulf 
the whole room. And then, in the 
person of Mr. Schenck, came the 
U. S. Marines, 

Tension- Reliever 


Rushing into every breach with 
quips and cracks—‘Who is your 
favorite manager?’ once Mr. 
Schenck asked, parodying a preced- 
ing question, and again, ‘Is it ani- 
mal, vegetable or mineral?’ with 
mock seriousness—valiantly he re- 
lieved the tension, distinguishing 
himself as a resourceful straight- 
man and quite a card. He got legiti- 
mate laughs every time, and often 
bellies, even though some of them 
re-echoed a bit longer than they 
would have ordinarily, were the 
press not so fearful of having to 
carry on again and be themselves 
bright—once they had allowed their 
laughs to peter out. 

But now—not to be stampeded by 
any ‘promptly’—the first string pic 
press had begun to arrive, their 
status forever established by Mr. 
Schenck himself, who, glimpsing a 
bona fide first stringer in the door- 
way, would scamper away from his 
post behind the sofa rnd, taking the 
first-stringer by the hand, lead him 
or her up to his prize and personal- 
ly present him or her, making clear 
to Miss Bergner the reason for his 





importance. 
‘This is Miss Cameron of the 
News,’ he murmured, introducting 


Miss Cameron to. Miss Bergner, ‘it 
has the greatest circulation in the 
world.’ Mr. Schenck defined the 
accomplishments of Regina Crewe, 
Eileen Creelman, former Ambas- 
sador Gerard, with equal sincerity, 
and each personally - conducted 
Schenck introduction became a 
tacit signal for a general shifting 
of seats among the smaller fry until 
the newest big shot was manveuvred 
into the place of honor next to Miss 
Bergner. 

One lad, dizzied by the splendor 
of the scene and drunk with the 
glory of it all, was startled to hear 
himself frame a question that turned 
out to be: ‘Miss Bergner, do you 
know anything about men?’ 


The Crisis 


There was a silence, and then Miss 
Bergner asked, incredulous, ‘What 
did you say?’ Trapped, the lad re- 
peated the question. ‘Is it permitted 
to ask such a question?’ Miss Berg- 
ner looked about her wide-eyed, for 
confirmation. ‘Is that permitted?’ 
she went on, temper, temperament, 
distaste battling with her innate 
courtesy, rising in her voice. ‘Is 
such a question permitted?’ she 
shouted, and Mr. Schenck, who was 
seeing a first stringer to the door, 
came running in, U.A. publicity men 
came running in. Mr. Blumenthal 
came running in, It was a crisis. 
And then it was explained, sooth- 
ingly, that yes, any question was 
permitted, but no question need be 
answered. 

But now Miss Bergner wanted to 
answer that question. She said, 


‘I like European men. I like Euro 
pean men very much.’ She eme 
phasized the ‘European’ carefully, 


and still the lad came back: 
like American men?’ 


‘Do you 


‘Perhaps American women like 
American men,’ she replied, very 
politely, very quietly. Whereupon 


a U.A. publicity man cleared hig 
throat and suggested that perhaps 
the guests would like to come inte 
the dining room? 


They got it. 





— 
——= 








COLUMBIA ARTISTS BUREAU 
PRESENTS 


LITTLE 
JACK 
LITTLE 


And His Original Columbia Broadcastiog 
Orchestra on Tour 


May 5, 








Russells Point, Ohio 

May 6, Kalamazoo, Mich. 

May 7, Grand Rapids, Mich. 
May 8, Kokomo, Ind. 

Thurs., May 9, Chicago, III. 

Fri.-Sat., May 10711, South Bend, Ind 


ALSO ON COLUMBIA RECORDS 
And Broadcasting Daily for 
Niagara Hudson Electric 
Light and Power Co. 


Sun., 

Mon., 
Tues., 
Wed., 
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ALKA SELTZEK 
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OF AMERICA, NOW DOUBLING 
ON 2 NETWORKS; OVER NBC, 














THE ULTIMATE IN 
NOVELTY PROGRAMS 


BORRAH 
MINEVITCH 


WOR, 8-8:30 P. M. 
Every Tuesday 


REID’S ICE CREAM 











Columbia Broadcasting System 
Presents 


BENAY 
VENUTA 


WABC and 


Entire Columbia Network 


Management CBS Artists Bureau 
Persona! Management 
Jules Alberti, Hotel Kimberly, 
New York City 














looking the lad straight in the eye, 


OY OK 


AND HIS 


BAND 


ON TOUR 
B.B.C. NETWORK 
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Radio Chatter 





New York 


Chic Condon’s orch, playing at 
the New Kenmore hotel, Albany, 
now is broadcasting 12 times each 
week on WOKO and WABY. Byron 


Snowden, WABY announcer, han- 
dles all of them. 

Dick Porter, Negro on style of 
Fats Waller, on WABY, Albany, has 
gone to New York. 

The Southerners are on a tour of 
western New York. They’ll return 
to WABY, Albany. 

New sustainers on WABY, Al- 
bany, are Anita Dolan, warbler; 
Peggy Engeldinger, saxophonist. 














To 

Artists 

Theatre Managers 
and All Employers 
of Acts! 


WLW and WSAI must not be 
used In connection with any ad- 
vertising of artists or attractions 
unless contracted for directly 
with The Crosley Radio Corpo- 
ration Artist Bureau. 


x*rk 


Any unauthorized use of this 
billing will subject users to ap- 
propriate legal action. 


THE CROSLEY 
RADIO CORPORATION 


WLW and WSAI 
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“TOWN HALL...TONIGHT!” LI 


an 
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with 


PORTLAND HOFFA 
JACK SMART 
LIONEL STANDER 
JOHN BROWN 
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Material by Fred Allen and 


Wednesdays 
9-10 P.M., DST—WEAFP 
Management, Walter Batchelor 
—= 








LYMAN 


AND HIS 
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA 


COAST-TO-COAST 
WABC—Tuesday, 8:30 to 9 P.M. DST 
(Phillips Dental) 


WEAF—Friday, 9 to 9:30 P.M., DST 
(Phillips Milk) 











==LEON== 


BELASCI 


NOW PLAYING 
GENERAL MOTORS SHOW 
IN BALTIMORE 


ARMOUR HOUR 
FRIDAY—WJZ—0:80-10 P.M. 
® 
Direction, HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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TIM and IRENE 
RYAN NOBLETTE 


“Hy Ya Boys” 


Goodrich Tire Program 
Every Friday Evening 
WJZ—10 to 10:45 P. M. 


National Broadcasting Company 











and George Gibson's Embassy Club 
orch. 

With the coming of spring 
WGY’'s Artists’ Bureau is booking 


radio turns into parks as far away 
as Pennsylvania. Bureau has 
scheduled the Radio Owens and 
Jane (formerly called ‘Melvina’) for 
a week-end date in late May at 
Sunset Park, near Lebanon, Pa., 
and for another on June 1 at 
Stevens Park, Lancaster, Pa. Act 
is also playing theatre engage- 
ments, 

Belmont’s 23 trained canary war- 
blers now chirping at Gardens of 
the Nations in Radio City, are to 
double on a new _ sponsored air 
series over WMCA, New York, 

Amateur winners on Gus Ed- 
wards’ WOR spread from the Bran- 
ford theatre in Newark go on 
Tastyeast program over NBC start- 
ing May 5. Finalists to get addi- 
tional experience this way on net- 
work’s Opportunity Matinee series 
which airs from 12 to 12:30 p.m. 
EDST. 





Louisiana 





Another 15-minute program has 
Switched stations and landed on 
WWL, New Orleans. ‘Orphan 
Annie’ follows ‘Ma Perkins’ to the 
10,000-watt plant. 

Teddy Fontelieu of the WSMB 
sales staff leads the New Orleans 
fashion parade by blossoming forth 
in linens and _  seersuckers. Ed 
Wheelahan, announcer, was run- 
ning him a close second. 

Lionel Ricau is announcing the 
broadcasts of Bernie Cummins and 
his orchestra from the Blue Room 
of The Roosevelt over WDSU. 

A. S. Foster of the WWL com- 
mercial staff is off on another trip 
to the Metropolis and Chicago. 

Orrin Tucker’s orchestra is defi- 
nitely out as the band to replace 
Johnny Dedroit’s musicians at the 
Jung hotel. Ray Teal, popular as 
a master of ceremonies at the 
Saenger theatre here a few seasons 
ago, is expected to provide the 
music. 

W. P. Beville and Adolph Meise 
are out in the territory surrounding 
New Orleans, organizing the mer- 
chants in the small towns into co- 
operative half-hour broadcasts over 
WWL. 

Helen Levy, WSMB secretary, has 
finally clipped her long tresses. 
Marguerite Chapman of the same 
staff is celebrating two years of 
service with a record of not having 
missed a single day. 

Anthony Patorno, former Holly- 
wood writer, has taken over the 
management of the Southern 
Artists’ Bureau and its bookings. 
Bureau is operated by WWL. 

Myra Butz, of the WSMB depart- 
ment, is suffering from  writer’s 
cramp from changing programs 
around to meet the switch caused 
by Daylight Saving Time. 

William D.- Pyle, president of 
KVOD, Denver, and Mrs. Pyle were 
visitors to WSMB’s studios last 
week. They passed through New 
Orleans on their way to Florida. 

Tony Bacigalupi returns to WWL 
with his dialect in a 9 to 9:80 a.m. 
spot. 

Presentation of the WWL Radio 
Jamborees at New Orleans theatres 
has been dropped temporarily. In 
the meantime the shows have been 
booked to play towns and cities 
surrounding New Orleans. 

Richard David, employe of a 
petroleum firm here, winner of 
amateur contest by WSMB under 
the sponsorship of the Maison 
Blanche department store. His 
prize was a week's engagemept in 
the Blue Room, swank night spot 
in the Roosevelt hotel at a $50 a 
week salary. 





Minnesota 


Will Osborn and his ork win an 
extended engagement at the Lowry 
and are airing daily and nightly 
over WTCN and WCCO. 

WCCO’s quartet standby for the 
past year, the Hoot Owls, left the 
station for Frisco with Paul Pen- 
darvis’ ork. 

Four Dominoes, Negro quartet, 
building nicely as a new WCCO 
sustainer. 

Ramona Gerhard, WCCO ataff or- 
ganist, doing a piano concert for 
the Valley City (N.D.) Kiwanis 
club, Sunday (12). 

Val Bjornson, KSTP’s ‘Mr. Edi- 
tor of the Air,’ has lately been in- 
terviewing the big shots: Frank 
Belgrano, Congressman Hamilton 
Fish and M. L. Wilson, asst. U.S. 
Secretary of Agriculture. Starting 
Monday (29), Val switched from an 
early spot to $:45-10:00 p.m. Sta- 
tion plans to build him up for 
really big stuff. 

Redwood Falls being 0.0.4 by 
Melvin Passolt, head of the Min- 
nesota Bureau of Criminal Appre- 
hension, as probable site for new 
state-owned radio station, provided 
for in a bill passed last week by the 
Legislature. 

Clarence Gunderson 
WDGY staff addition, 


the newest 
replacing 





Charley Weber as assistant to} 
George Jacobson, chief engineer. 
Abbott Tessman KSTP § an- 
nouncer, did the marital goose-step 
with Marie Hamm, non-pro, Sat-| 
urday (27). 
Don Irwin and his ork moved into 


the St. Paul Casino, Friday (26),| ~ 
succeeding Paul Pendarvi who 
goes to the Coast, 


Palace hotel, San Francisco, Sun- 
day (5). Latter plans to turn out 
a.few discs in L.A, before his Frisco 
booking. 

Hugh McCartney, WCCO chief 
engineer, Sunday (21) celebrated 
his 20th anniversary as a licensed 
radio operator. Got his license in 
1915 in Chicago while a high school 


New England 


New program on WNAC, Boston, 
has chirping canary birds. Linus 
Travers, Yankee Web’s director of 
production, has been appointed cus- 
todian of the canaries. 

Donald VanWart and Car] Moore, 
pianists at WNAC, Boston, trying 
to outdo each other in fancy hats. 
Carl favors the ‘pork-pie’ species. 
while Don sports a ducky derby 
patterned after the chapeaux worn 
in the Alps. 

R. L. Harlow, assistant to the 
president of the Yankee Web, has 
organized Aleppo Temple Chanters, 
consisting of 100 Boston Shriners. 
Harlow conducts, composes and ar- 
ranges, 

Cary Moore, the Rambling Rhym- 
ster of WNAC, Boston, is now ‘Cal’ 
Moore, since he and Bill O’Connell 
are sponsored by Cal-Aspirin. 

Stanley Schultz, WMEX, Boston, 
organist, back from sick bed. 

WMEX has cleared time for the 
‘Itty Bitty Kiddy’ hour from WHN, 
New York. 

Ex-lightweight champ Benny 
Leonard’s twice weekly descriptions 
of New York fights clearing through 
WMEX, Boston. 

Bradley Kincaid in Boston to sing 
hillbilly songs over WBZ. 

Kay Fayre, blues singer, returns 
to WBZ, Boston, after an absence 
of more than a year. 

WBZ, Boston, office force had a 
short vacation Tuesday afternoon 
when the light fuses blew out and 
plunged the office into semi-dark- 
ness. However, an electrician was 
summoned and fixed the trouble be- 
fore any of the staff could leave for 
the afternoon. 

Stanley L. Spencer, WBZ and 
WBZA salesman, has been trans- 
ferred to WGY, Schenectady, effec- 
tive the first of May. 

Anne Demerjian, soprano, is now 
airing over both WMEX and 
WHDH, Boston. 

Myr-Vin Duo who started with 
WMEX, Boston, now broadcasting 
over WHDH, in three weekly spots. 

Crazy Crystal program, transcrip- 
tion over WHDH, Boston, may go in 
for live talent soon. 

Eddie Duchin graduated from the 
Massachusetts College of Pharmacy 
in 1929, 

Echo Mandolin Ensemble, a Bos- 
ton unit, makes its debut over 
WEEI, Thursday, May 2. 

WEEI, Boston, now on new shut- 
down schedule. Shutters nightly at 
mi'‘night, except Saturdays, when 
th. ‘Let’s Dance’ program comes 
over. 

‘Shut-In Hour with the United 
States Marine Band, back on WEEI, 
Boston, Friday mornings. 

WNBxX, Springfield, Vermont, will 
carry the baseball broadcasts of the 
Yankee Network this summer. That 
makes 12 stations carrying the Penn 
Tobacco airings, WNBX tie-up only 
for the games. 

WDRC, Hartford, now taking two 
Yankee Net news periods, 8 a. m. 
and 1:30 p. m. 


Kentucky 


Moiiis Pereimutier, WHAS viciin- 
ist, to leave for Hollywood studios 
soon. Played farewell program for 
Kiwanis Club, of which he is a 
member, assisted by Sam, Gil and 
Louie, WHAS male vocal trio. 

Clayton McMichen, manager of 
Georgia Wildcats, WHAS hillbillies, 
suffered probable fractured skull 
when his car overturned near Lex- 
ington, Ky. Act was returning from 
personal appearance date when ac- 
cident occurred. 

Skeets Morris and Al Crowder, of 
WAVE, appearing at Louisville Ex- 
position, sponsored by Board of 
Trade. 

O. H. and Charles L. Harris are 
men behind application for 100- 
watter for New Albany, Ind. For- 
merly piloted New Albany on the 
Air program from Indiana theatre 
over WAVE. 

Jimmy Joy and His Orchestra 
with Margaret Beamish, Ray Mc- 
Dermott and King’s Jesters on 
nightly over WAVE. 

Marcella Uhl to 
‘Samson and Delilah,’ 
Civic Art Association. 

Jacques Jolas to leave University 
of Te School of Music at 
close of semester. Has conducted 
school music programs over WHAS 
for past three years, 

Gene Autry and Rangers played 
Alamo theatre four days, starting 


opening at the | 














sing lead in 
May 6, with 
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Detroit 





April 21, te good buelness. 


= 


Michigan 


Rufus Smith, formerly with WWJ- | 
News players, won audition 
contest with Major Bowes in Brook- 


» i) 





Frank McIntyre, Captain Henry 
of Show Boat fame, comes home to 
Ann Arbor on week-ends, 

Staff of WJR playing nursemaid 
to wandering pigeon a plac ed its | 
nest on ledge of windo 28 ories | 
up on Fisher Bldg., opposite studios. 
Bird showed its appreciation by lay 
ing egg on Eastern morning. 

Thief again broke into WJBK 


artist Ray Dauberger’s car, 

Ford Symphony orchestra, made 
up of members of the Detroit Sym- 
phony orchestra, leave soon for the 
San Diego exposition, to appear in 
the Ford exhibit. 

James Jewell, staff dramatist with 
WXYZ, forced to move because of 
his pet Doberman’s continual yowl- 
ing. Neighbors couldn't take it. 

Harvey Hayes in Detroit last 
week. 

Quite a bit of handshaking and 
renewal of friendship when Guy 
Lombardo sent his weekly show out 
over WWJ during his week’s per- 
sonal appearance at the local Fox 
theatre. Guy and his boys come 
from London, Ont., short distance 
from Detroit. Charles Lyon, who 
came on from Chicago to handle de- 
tails for NBC, is a former Detroit 
boy. Making the reunion complete 
with Wynn Wright, WWJ’s dra- 
matic director, who was formerly 
with NBC in Chicago. 





Georgia 


NBC station re- 





R. M. Brophy, 
lations manager, visitor at WSB, 
Atlanta. 

WSB, beginning Monday (29), 
creates, for the first time, an early 
morning commercial program un- 
der the shared sponsorshop plan. 
The program, called Sunrise Sere- 
nade, presents Norman Crane in 
character songs, poetic readings, 
etc. Marcus Bartlett and the Ten- 
nessee Ramblers also will support 
the star. 

Ted Doolittle is doing sponsored 
inquiring microphone gag for Dr. 
Pepper over WGST. One shot a 
week (Wednesdays at 7:30) in 
front of Paramount theatre. 

WJTL broadcast recent wrestling 
match at ball park with Mike 
Thomas circulating among audi- 
ence for sidelights between grunts. 

Dave Farmer, half owner of 
WRBL, Columbus, Ga., in Atlanta 
arranging with city council for stu- 
dio space in the Shrine Mosque in 
case his application for facilities of 
WJTL is favored by FCC. 

Jimmy Davenport, Georgian Globe 
Trotter, spoke to Junior Chamber 
of Commerce Thursday on thrills 
in broadcasting. 





Mnsis 


Jean McGregor samen 

Thad Brown in and out of Chi- 
cago. 

Bee Angel off for a rest cure for 
a couple of weeks which makes 
George Couper a bachelor for a 
while. 

Tom Fizdale rushing around the 
country on Johnson publicity. 

Chicago radio eds still taking pot- 
shots at one another. 

Bob Stephenson due back in the 
WBBM Radio Sales offices for a 
couple of months. 

Jimmy Corbin now on the musi- 
cal staff of WJJD. 





— See 
department of Blackman Advertia- 
ing Agency. 

Nancy Clancy and Vivian Brown 
additions to WHN’s publicity de- 
partment, New York. 

Dolly Kay, WOR, New York 
songstress, on a short vaude tour 
in the east. 

Ethel Merman’s program gets 
label ‘Rhythm at Eight starting 
May 5 


WFAS, White Plaine, issuing @ 
promotional brochure this month. 





W. R. Christian has opened Stan 
dard Broadcast Service, with offices 
in Atlanta, Ga. 


Shell has added the NBC 
eastern group to its hookup, 
ing it 35 stations in all. 


AL SHAYNE 


Radio’s Ambassador of Song 


HEADLINING 
LOEW’S DELUXE THEATRES 
“4 Radio Sensation. Without 
the slightest doubt, the greatest 
singer of popular songs on the 
air today. Wotta voice!” 

DAILY MIRROR 


Broadcasting Every Sunday 
6:30-6 P.M., WOR, N. , = 


FOR SALLY’S STUDIO 


America’s Leading Theatrical 
Furriers 


7 West 44th St., New York City 


south- 
mak- 





























GRACIE 
BARRIE 


NEXT WEEK (MAY 3) 
PALACE, NEW YORK 


Bole Direction 
HERMAN BERNIE 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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EASY 
ACES 


NBC 
7:30 


Monday - Tuesday-Wednesday 


“Hello Everybody” 

















Les Atlass adding to his collec- | 
tion of blue ribbons for his hosses 

Ed Voynow running through the | 
check book in furnishing the new 
home nest. 

Skeets Gallagher guested on the 
baseball broadcasts for Russ 
Hodges on WIND. 

Though a standard radio act on 
WBBM, Lee Francis is continuing 


additional advanced plano and 
voice studies. ° 
Lou Cowan on a hurry call to 


New York on a publicity deal. 


Here and There 


(Continued from page 36) 
a five-a-weeker on a coast-to-cooast 
Columbia network, beginning May 
13. Howard Ely, organist, accom- 
panies. 

Socony Vacuum Oil 
sical with a half hour 
Wednesday as soon as it has 
picked the band. J. Stirling Get 
chell is the agency. 





will go mu- | 
show on CBS 
nights 





Lud Gluskin auditioned last week 

by J. Stirling Getchell for Socony 
the third time. 
Lux Soap has added the southcen | 
tral supplementaries to its NBC ob- | 
ligation. Program’s link now stands 
at 48 outlets, 


Vacuum for 





Robert Catherwood new to 
New York sales staff 


John Taylor, recently he | 
Theatre Guild, has toined the aio 


" HOHNER x 
HARMONICA 


|, Saterday Nights WLW 7:15 P.M. OST 
\ esiemteer! 7:45 Pa.” per 








CONSECUTIVE 
WEE K § 


Writing the Armoer 


Hour for Phil Baker 


KEN ENGLUND 


Park Central Hotel, New York 


EMORY 
DAUGHERTY 


And His Orchestra 


La Paree Washingeton, D. C. 
WRC Nie 


EMERSON G'LL 


ANP ORCHESTRA 
HOTEL WEBSTER HALL 
DETROIT 
VC’ DIRECTION 
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40 VARIETY —oMUSIC--NITE CiuBs 3s 
Casino Paree Folds Suddenly and || Most Played on Air NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 
tne tunes most on the ob cround CONNIE’S INN men besides the principals. Flask 


Applies for Bath; Once Grossed 


40G; Typical of 


Bway Uncertainty 





Casino de Paree’s sudden shut- 
down Sunday night (28), or rather 
early Monday morning, after the 
regular nite’s trade, is a commen- 
tary of the uncertainties of Broad- 
way nitery ventures. Starting a 
vogue two years ago of a converted 
theatre into a cabaret, the Casino 
de Paree on the site of the old 
Gallo (nee New Yorker) theatre 
was the outstanding nitery click of 
New York and points west. Its top 
gross went as high as $40,000 on a 
week and it averaged well above 
$20,000 weekly for a long spell. 

Monday (29) the Casino de Paree, 


YNEZ LAVAIL 


EXOTIC INTERPRETER of the DANCE 
Now 4th Week at the 
HOLLYWOOD RESTAURANT 
NEW YORK 




















For Roadhouse or Home! 


Magnificent country estate. Ten acres 
on river, eighteen rooms, gardener’s 
cottage, greenhouse, landscaping. 

HALF HOUR FROM TIMES SQUARE 
$6,000 cash takes it. Cost writer 
$160,000. Price immediate sale, $60- 
000. Address Box 25, ‘Variety,’ New 

York City 


Inc., 254 West 54th street, N. Y., 
filed a voluntary petition for re- 
organization under Section 77b of 
the new corporate bankruptcy act. 
As of March 31, last, liabilities are 
listed at $121,314 and assets of $116,- 
581, principal items of which latter 
are furniture and fixtures valued at 
$74,847. Claimed due from the now 
defunct Manhattan Music Hall, Inc., 
1697 Broawday, is $24,605 for ad- 
vances. Since the Manhattan is in 


a total loss, 


Success of the C, de P. had in- 
spired the Billy Rose Music Hall, 
Inc., which later became the Man- 
hattan Music Hall when Rose bowed 
out of both ventures as the gen- 
eral producer and stager. Rose is 
currently suing both outfits, which 
have a common directorate and 
control, for alleged salary arreas 
and contract breach. 

With the folding of the Manhat- 
tan, biz at the Casino de Paree also 
slipped. When Lew Brown was 
brought in to put on the shows, and 
subsequently Jimmy Durante be- 
came the attraction, it upped for a 
spell. 

Opposish 


The inroads made by another 











cabaret-theatre, the French Casino 
































On and After 


MAY 1st 


THE OFFICES OF 


KENNAWAY 
MUSIC and ENTERTAINMENT 


Will Occupy the 
NINTH 


Fioor 


430 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 


TELEPHONE 
SUPERIOR 4545 


CHICAQO 


bankruptcy, the 24G’s is admittedly | 








New York, the following is the 


on the cross-country networks 
last week, in relative standing, 
according to the approximate 
number of combined plugs on 
WEAF, WJZ and WABCO, 


Lullaby of Broadway. 
Lovely to Look At. 
Everything’s Done Before. 
Life Is a Song. 

Soon. 

1 Won't Dance. 

What's the Reason? 

| Was Lucky. 

Isle of Capri. 

1 Grow Too Old to Dream. 
Flowers for Madame. 
Lookie, Here Comes Cookie, 
Easy to Remember. 

Old Southern Custom. 
You’re a Heavenly Thing. 
Solitude. 

Latin from Manhattan. 

My Heart Is an Open Book. 
Whose Honey are You? 
Little White Gardenia. 











on the site of the old Earl Carroll 
(Casino) theatre, with the ‘Folies 
Bergere’ revue, is known to have 
done none of its Broadway com- 
petitors any good, The French Ca- 
sino’s grosses once were $40,000 to 
$50,000 and over, just about draining 
the market for that kind of enter- 
tainment. 


Although the last talent payoff at 
the de Paree was Thursday (25) 
and wires were sent the talent Mon- 
day morning apprising them not to 
report that night as business had 
been temporarily suspended, it is 
believed that all acts will be com- 
pensated. William Morris office 
booked most of the talent through 
John Steinberg, general manager of 
the de Paree. Yermie Stern, prez 
of the Paree, Inc., signed the peti- 
tion for the 77b reorg. 


The Paree’s situation is another 
in a series of financial events which 
have affected a changing Broadway 
nitery map. Palais Royale couldn't 
weather it under Ben Marden’s di- 
rection, going for one of those 77b 
reorgs, also, and it’s since become a 
colored cabaret, Connie’s Inn, moved 
downtown from Harlem. 


Dave’s Blue Room and Hickory 
House have gone through reorgs, 
although both of these are more in 
the nature of straight restaurants, 
while Harry Cooper’s restaurant in 
the heart of the Times Sq. belt as- 
signed for benefit of creditors, al- 
though still operating and getting 
a slightly better break. Paradise 
and Hollywood continue bullish and 
the new Congress, another of those 
mass nitery spots, is going along 
with a pop scale, Jack Dempsey’s 
new restaurant is credited for hav- 
ing temporarily, at least, dented a 
number of the other Broadway eat- 
eries, with the possible exception of 
the two Lindy’s restaurants. 





Hotel Takes Summit 


Baltimore, April 30. 
Operators of the Lord Balto hotel 
have leased the Summit, town’s 
best known and most successful 
Swank summer nitery from the es- 


tate of the late Joe Brothman. Spot 
was built and operated successfully 
for years by Brothman, who died 
last summer. 

Site will be opened May 11 with 
a floor show. The new operators 
are dickering for a name band to 
Start off. Elmer Bliss, of the hotel 
staff, who has been handling the 
hostelry’s nitery, The Barn, during 
winter, will manage the Summit. 





SHOW BOAT’S NEW PORT 

Boston, April 30. 
Show Boat, one of Hub’s swank- 
iest niteries during the dry era, and 
dark since repeal, will be recondi- 
tioned in a shipyard and towed to 
Providence in preparation to open- 
ing the summer season in its new 

location. 
Plans call for opening May 30. 





PARADISE SCORERS 


Ben Oakland and Milton Drake 
have written the score for the new 
show which opens at the Paradise 
restaurant, New York, May 16, 

Georgie Hale will do the staging. 





Leo Reisman opens Friday (3) for 
a two-week stay at the Arcadia, 
Philadelphia niterle He reopens 
at the Central Park Casino, N, Y., 





May 20, 


listing of the songs most played |; 





(NEW YORK) 


In the new trend of things, Har- 
lem’s moving to Broadway. The 
idea is that the taxi tariff to and 
from the 135th street belt is too 
much of a hazard, and so Connie 
Immerman and Henry Fink, latter 
an erstwhile m.c. and nitery en- 
trepreneur, have brought the 1935 
edition of Connie’s ‘Hot Chocolates’ 
to Broadway and 48th street, on the 
site of the former Palais Royale. 
Fink is partnered in the venture, 
plus other backing. 

The show as staged by Teddy 
Blackmon is an uncertain hybrid— 
it’s neither Broadway nor Harlem, 
but more Broadway, if anything, 
and, as such, a handicap. Effete 
midtown divertissement is one 
thing and hotcha Harlemania is an- 
other. And when a colored revue 
is offered there can be no com- 
promise. 

First portion is too swank; latter 
half hits more along the accepted 
old Connie’s Inn standards. In a 
jungle number, plus Alberta 
Hunter’s saucy lyrics, it is more 
like what Immerman used to give 
out at his former 131st street and 
Seventh avenue stand, now depart- 
ed two years when conditions 
forced cessation of activities after 
having been one of the two leading 
hot spots in the colored belt. 

New show is weighted down by 
credits. Mahieu’s costumes are 
ultra, as is Ernie Schraps’ designing 
of them; as is also the scenic in- 
vestiture by Marty Deem, but it all 
tends to a compromise. 

Timmie and Freddie are disclosed 
as a fast comedy team of some pro- 
portions for b.o. draft. Dewey 
Brown has something with that 
comedy trumpet number, but no 
wow. 

Too much dancing. Pete, Peaches 
and Duke, three-man combo, do 
rhythm steps in okay fashion. 
Diminutive. Teddy "Hale is a cute 
number leader. Jigsaw Jackson’s 
contortive work is the last word, 
but lacks the jazzique and show- 
manly sock endowed similar limb- 
disjointing when Snakehips Tucker 
was wont to var, it with a rhythm 
tempo in the form of a dance rou- 
tine. 

Alice Whitman, mother of one- 
half of the team of Pops and Louie, 
does a dance specialty. Teddy and 
Paul hark back to Harlem of old 
with ‘Poolroom Papa,’ a rowdy lyric 
that’s so broad in its double en- 
tendre that it could hardly be ac- 
cused of meaning anything but the 
one thing, and yet that’s what 
makes for the best Harlem nitery 
entertainment. The ofays expect a 
shocker now and then in the course 
of a dusky revue. 

The girls are lookers, but there’s 
no outstanding femme. Norman 
Astwood is a handsome singing 
lead, so Caucasian in _ features 
that he could ‘pass,’ but he, too, is 
burdened with an unnecessary 
‘machinery’ number. That’s Harlem 
gone Theatre Guild. However, 
much of these obvious slower- 
uppers are coming out, and have 
been eliminated by now, to the gen- 
eral improvement of the proceed- 
ings. It’s mostly a matter of faster 
pace. 

The four Charioteers, unusual 
harmony quartet who’ve done some 
radio and record work, could like- 
wise do better than the semi- 
spiritual they essay. That’s but 
another indication of the misguided 
toniness of a show which, as the 
nomenclature, ‘Hot Chocolates,’ im- 
plies, should be hotcha rather than 
highbrow. 

Andy Razaf and Paul Denniker 
(latter white) fashioned the special 
song material. ‘Dark Clouds Over 
Broadway’ is a good send-off num- 
ber. ‘Liza Lee’ and another tune 
have possibilities. Russell Wood- 
ing, one of the better Harlem or- 
chestrators, arranged the melodies 
and conducts for the show. The 
band is maestroed by Sonny Woods, 
who gives out hi-de-ho vocally, and 
Luis Russell is at the piano; band 
is Russell’s, although billed as the 
Connie’s Inn Orchestra. 

There are 18 girls and four chorus 





numbers are undistinguished save 
the jungle, and that’s due mostly te 
the barbaric motif of the Bahamg 
Tribe, Princess Orelia and Medicine 
Pete. It’s mccoy Africana, 

A colored cabaret show on Broad. 
way has a very good chance, espee 
cially under the present big time 
but moderate cost auspices. Fink 
has supervised & pop-scaled meng 
with a $1.50 dinner and a $2 minle 
mum, either before or after thea. 
tre. Likker is moderate and a nice 
amount of food and beverages cag 
be consumed to fall within the 
minimum outlay. Large capacity of 
the old Palais, nicely done over 
including some interesting panelg 
which should get quite a bit of ate 
tention, permits the pop scale and 
yet allows for a heavy gross. 

Good idea has been the raising of 
the dance floor, which insures good 
visibility from _ ringside. Those 
boxes along the sides actually are 
the best vantage pointg but the 
ringside habit is such that only exe 
perience will point the way to the 
natural advantage of the boxes. 

Immerman, Fink, et al., have e@ 
natural in the new Connie’s Inn on 
Broadway, especially with the sume 
mer weather coming on, once that 
show is speeded up a bit. Abel. 





Robbins Ehats 
ee 2.) 
seta sCrteitttacsn 


And now may we tell you about 


“EV’RYTHING’S BEEN 
DONE BEFORE” 


the song from Jean Harlow’s new 
picture, ‘‘Reckless.’’ Here's one of 
those novelties completely off the 
with rhythm that’s 


beaten path, 
modern and treatment that’s unique. 


But why say more... 
speak for itself. 

While we have your ear, have you 
heard 


“WHEN I one TOO OLD TO 
“LIFE IS A SONG” 
“CLOUDS” 

“! WAS LUCKY" 


ROBBINS 


MUSIC CORPORATION 
199 SEVENTH AVENUE *NEW YORK 


it will 











HE Thrills, HE Mystifies, HE Amazes 
European Latest Night Club 
Sensation 


AMEDEO 


The International Deceptionist 


Formerly Undercover Man for 
the Late World-Famous 


HOUDINI 


Featuring: 
The $10,000.00 Trunk Mystery 
The East Indian Needle Trick 
Cigarette Manipulation Extraor- 
dinary 
Direct from 20 weeks at Cabaret 
De Dix Heures, Brussels; 15 
weeks at Le Zig Zag, Paris 
Now Open for Engagements 


Agents and Managers communicate 
direct 


AMEDEO, care A. VACCA 
2016 2ist Avenue, Astoria, L. I. 














A HIT AT THE NORMADIE 


YACHT CLUB BOYS 


SMART AT ANY CLUB WITH 


YOUNG-ROBBINS 


CLOTHES 


200 West 5ist Street, New York 
Just Off Broadway 

















MEYER 


Orchestras 





NEW ADDRESS 


And Affiliates 
Meyer Davis’ Music, Inc. 
Hamilton Radio Productions 
20th Century Enterprises, Inc. 
Radio 


221-223 W. 57th St., New York. Circle 7-6161 


DAVIS 


Artists 
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Canadian Soc.’s Income Jumped from 
17G to $113,000 Since ‘31, Inquiry Shows 





Toronto, April 30. 

Revenue of the Canadian Per- 
forming Rights Society, collection 
agency in the Dominion for the 
American Society of Composers, 


Authors and Publishers and the 
British Performing Right Society, 
increased from $17,000 in 1931 to 


$113,000 for 1935 to date, it was 


disclosed here in the Royal Com- 
mission probe into CPRS activities. 
The inquiry has been launched to 
determine if the new scale of per- 
formance fees is excessive, whether 
permission for performance of mu- 
sical works is being unduly with- 
held, and if the CPRS operations in 
Canada are deemcd detrimental to 
public interest. 

Complaints will be laid before the 
Royal Commission by Famous Play- 
ers Canadian, Canadian Radio Com- 
mission, Motion Picture Distribu- 
tors and Exhibitors of Canada, Ca- 
nadian National Exhibition, Allied 
Exhibitors of Ontario, Theatre 
Holding Corporation, Canadian As- 
sociation of Broadcasters, Musical 
Protective Society and the Hotel 
Association of Canada. 

In defense of performance tariff 


increases, Henry Jamieson, CPRS 
president, must present detailed 
statements of royalties collected, 


disposal of the monies, right to levy 
such charges, and substantiation of 
title claimed to more than 2,000,000 
musical works. The books of CPRS 
and a list of members must also 
be placed hefore the probe board. 

Statement of cash income _ re- 
ceived by CPRS was given as fol- 
lows: 1931, $17,000; 1932, $45,000; 
1933, $54,000; 1934, $64,000; 1935 to 
date, $113,000. Asked to account 
for the continued increase, Jamie- 
gon claimed this was due to in- 
creased use of music and increased 
tariffs. 

Even Boarding Houses 


During his preliminary question- 
ing, Jamieson revealed the sched- 
ule of tariffs charged theatres, radio 
stations, hotels, restaurants, steam- 
ship companies, outdoor expositions 
and race tracks. He admitted that 
collection of such tariffs extended to 
even village bands, roadside stands 
equipped with radio, and merry-go0- 
rounds. An attempt was also being 
made to tack a license fee on board- 
ing houses equipped with radio. 

He reported that CPRS has ap- 
proximately $25,000 on hand, but 
was not asked the amounts of 
proportionate revenue remittances 
made to ASCAP or the British Per- 
forming Right Society. 

The charge that Canadian com- 
posers and song writers who wished 
to get proper handling of their 
works were ‘pushed’ into the British 
organization was made by Arthur 
Slaght, K. C., counsel for the Musi- 


cal Protective Association. Slaght 
wanted to know what ‘common 
sense’ was present when British 


publishers were given the right to 
collect money from a Canadian com- 
poser whose works were published 
in Canada. Jamieson admitted that 
some 100 Canadian sons writers had 
asked for 10% of the society's fees 
but were told they must join and 
receive the share accorded them by 
the compilation. 

Jamieson said, ‘In the United 
States the publisher gets one half 
and the composer and author one 
half; in Britain, the publisher gets 
One third and the author and com- 
poser two thirds.’ 

Since last January, theatres op- 
erating more than three days a 
week had been tariffed 20c. per seat 
per annum. Before that, it had 
been 10c., said Jamieson. He ad- 
mitted the change to the doubled 
rate had been levied because the old 
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Benefit Okays 
Music publishers are re- 
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rate ‘wasn’t enouch.’ 

‘What do you do when a 1,000- | 
seat theatre only has 100 people in 
it?? he was asked. ‘We think that 


is the owner’s problem,’ said Jamie- 
son, 

He claimed that where 
infringement in wholesale 


there was 


use of 


music without payment to the au- 
thor oF composer. lezal action had 
been taken with the larger firms, 
such as Famous Plavers.’ 








strained from buying tickets 
to any benefit without first ob- 
taining the approval of the 
Code Authority under regula- 
tion passed by the industry’s 
codists last week. Authority at 
the same time prepared a form 
which the promoters of a bene- 
fit are required to fill out. 

Application asks the persons 
behind the benefit to state why 
they think the affair should re- 
ceive the support of the pub- 
lishing industry and what por- 
tion of the proceeds is slated to 
go to the organization for 
which the benefit is being held. 


‘Let’s Call It a Dream’ 
Must Be 3 Other Songs; 
Is Withdrawn by Pubs 


Shapiro-Bernstein last week set- 
tled the infringement allegations 
lodged against ‘Let’s Call It All a 
Dream’ from three different sources 
by discontinuing publication of the 
number. Song was authored by 
Lew Pollack and Paul Francis 
Webster. 

Those alleging melody similari- 
ties were Feist, Witmark and 
Dr. Irwin Van Cortland, who 
written. the score for several 
Broadway shows. Feist averred 
that the Pollack melody in- 
fringed on ‘Swanee Dream,’ which 
it published in 1919, while Witmark 
compared it to ‘More Than Words 
Can Tell,’ which was added to its 
catalog in 1927. Dr. Van Cortland 
compared the tune of ‘Let’s Call It 
All a Dream’ to one he wrote 10 
years ago, I Never Believe in 
Dreams.’ 

















MARKS VS. ROY MUSIC 


First Code Violation Is Charged— 
Dismissed 








First complaint made about an 
attempted violation of the music 
code was dismissed after a hearing 


by the code authority last week. 
Case involved the Roy Music Co., 
whose Philadelphia rep was reported 
to have offered compensation to Leo 
Zollo, leader of the band at the Ben- 
jamin Franklin hotel, for a plug on 
‘My Marguerite.’ E. B. Marks Music 
Co., which lodged the complaint, did 
not have a rep at the hearing to 
give testimony. 

M, LaFrenia, who appeared for’ the 
Roy firm, declared that the Philly 
rep worked for his organization on 
part time and that it was unabie to 
get his version of what had hap- 
pened because of the fellow’s de- 
tention in Boston on business for 
another publishing house. LaFrenia 
assured the codists that his concern 
has taken care to comply with every 
provision of the code since the in- 
strument went into effect and that 
if the Philadelphia rep did anything 
that was out of the way it was with- 
out the knowledge of the Roy Music 
Co. 


Hold Musician in Attack 

Baltimore, April 30. 
Norman Stebbins, musician and 
vocalist in an orchestra at a north 
side nite spot, is incarcerated in 
Bel Air, Md., 20 miles north of 
Balto, charged with criminally as- 
saulting an 18-year-old local girl. 
Defendant, who denied the charge 
held for the Grand Jury 
bond. Attack is .allered 
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without 


| serious. 


| to have taken place when Stebbins | 
ind the girl were motoring back 
{from the race track at Harve de} 


| Grace, 
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Gus Kahn and Arthur Johnston 
dishing up the ditties for “Elegance,’ 


Joan Crawford starrer at Metro. 




















FILM GU. PREAY 
GIVES ULTIMATUM 


Gene Buck Told by H. M. 
Warner That Five Music 
Subsids Will Quit Dec. 31 
Unless There’s Drastic Re- 
vision in Payoff System— 
Group Would Set Up Own 
Performing Rights Bu- 
reau 





—— 


CONSENT DECREE? 





Definite indications that the 
Warner Bros. music publishing 
group is taking steps to organize its 
own performing rights bureau were 
given last week when Harry M. 
Warner notified Gene Buck, presi- 
dent of the American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers, 
that there would be no renewal of 
membership contracts forthcoming 
from his group unless the Society 
agreed to a drastic revision of its 
payoff system. View expressed by 
the WB head was that either 
ASCAP consent to split its income 
on the basis of performance re- 
ceived by each member, or the five 
firms coming under the Warner 
Bros. banner would quit the Society 
with the expiration of their present 
contracts, Dec, 31, 1935. 


Nathan Burkan had originally 
been slated to accompany Buck to 
the conference with the producer, 
but other business prevented 
ASCAP’s chief counsel from show- 
ing up at the appointment. In de- 
fining his position, Warner pointed 
out that his organization had long 
been dissatisfied with the methods 
employed by the Society and since 
the ASCAP board of directors, in 
approving the new membership con- 
tract, had elected to ignore the 
changes suggested by his group 
there was no alternative for these 
firms but to withdraw from the per- 
forming rights combine. Warner 
averred that the Society could only 
accord its membership an equitable 
deal all around by adopting a sys- 
tem whereby the publishers and 
writers were paid off on the basis 
of performances accumulated by 
their works. 

WB Prepared 


It has been generally known to 
the publishing trade that the War- 
ner 3ros. organization has for 
months been accumulating data 
about performances and licenses in 
the various media, particularly 
broadcasting, with the thought in 
mind of being prepared to set up its 
own bureau in the event that it 
couldn’t get together with the So- 
ciety on the terms for a renewal of 
contract, Members of the ASCAP 
board of directors, other than those 
representing the WB group, have on 
various occasions declared them- 
selves unalterably opposed to re- 


4 vamping the organization’s by-laws 


so ag to allow for a payoff that will 
be similar to that of the British 
Performing Rights Society. British 
method is predieated on a definite 
scale of values for each type of plug 


and the members collect accord- 
ingly. 
Five firms in the Warner Bros. 


group are Harms, Inc., T. B. Harms, 


M. Witmark & Son, Remick Music 
Corp., and Chappell-Harms. 

Music circles and the film trade | 
see the probability that the War- 


| 
{ 
| 
ner Bros.’ five music publishing | 
firms may agree to a consent decree 
in the pending anti-trust suit} 
against the American Society of | 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 

} 


in favor of the government, which 
is bringing the monopoly 
The five Warner firms 
stitute 25% of ASCAP. Its effect on } 
ASCAP's defense of the suit may be | 


action 


music con- 


It is held that such a consent 
cree is already under formulation 
be made public by the gov 
Warner Bros. as soon 
ally agreed upon. 
government suit 


ana may 
mitts 4hioy 
ernment and 
as details are fir 
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802 to Agitate for National $3 Tax: 
Expect Opposish from the Sticks 





Mail Order Plugs 


Chicago, April 30. 

Kay Kyser, whose band is at 
the Blackhawk here, in a spe- 
cial meeting with the songe 
pluggers, asked the boys not to 
hang around the restaurant so 
much, 

He suggested a new arrange- 
ment by which the pluggers 
will submit their songs by 
mail and Kyser has promised 
that each letter will be replied 
to, by mail, within five days 
after receipt. If accepted, it will 
be so stated, and if rejected 
Kyser promises that he will 
give explicit reasons just why 
the song is not played by his 
orchestra. 


VISITING BANDS 
SOCKED 107, 
IN NE. 


Worcester, Mass., April 30. 
Adoption of the tax by which 
orchestras invading this territory 
must pay 10% of their salaries to 
the union was voted on favorably 
at the New England conference of 


the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians here Sunday (28). Local 
unions will get 4% of the levy and 
the national organization receives 
the remaining 6%. 

It was also voted to organize a 
New England band masters’ asso- 
ciation to make this section more 
‘band conscious.’ A bid will be 
made for part of the Government's 
allotment of $3,000,000 for white 
collar workers to pay for band con- 
certs this summer in parks and 
other public spots. 

Officers elected were: Vincent 
Castronovo, Providence, president; 
Frank B. Field, So. Norwalk, v. p.; 
William A, South, Boston, secre- 
tary-treasurer; Charles E. Hicks, 
Portland, and H. P. Liehr, Boston, 
exec committee. 

Hartford gets the next conven- 
tion. 


RALPH GALLET KILLED 
IN CHI AUTO CRASH 


Chicago, April 30. 
veteran nite club 
was killed in 
aii WEEK, 
He was returning to the after 
supervising construction work on a 
new which he 
have opened next month. Formerly 
named the Lighthouse, it is due to 
open as Cocoanut Grove. 

Gallet was a part owner 
oldtime Frolics with Jake Adler. 
was also interested in the 
Frolics and had been in 
club business in Chicago 
past 20 years. 
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ly opened Dome cafe and night club 
| here, due to cooks and waiters going 
fon strike. 

Cafe is being picketed with union 
musickers still out in sympathy. 
against ASCAP has been ‘pending 

ly fall. It broke just about |; 
¢ me that tl} film and theatre | 
7 ¢ elir own ¢ ( ia 
erir rij i sult agar 
ASCAP because of the proposed rise 
in music taxes sought 





Efforts will be made by the dele- 
gation from the New York mu- 
sicians union to have the local’s $3 
tax on broadcasting adopted as a 
national measure when the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians holds 
its annual convention in Asbury 
Park, N. J., in June. Although Jo- 
seph N. Weber, A. F. of M. prez, is 
understood to be in favor of the 
proposal, it is expected that reps 
from small town locals will oppose 
any premium on remote broadcast- 
ing. 

Refusal to back up the New York 
local’s move will, it is anticipated, 
be motivated by the fact that the 
local tax has worked to the favor 
of bands whose reputation had here- 
tofore been confined to their respec- 
tive communities, With the ma- 
jority of the New York spots hold- 
ing out against the extra toll, the 
network have had to be less choosey 
about the cafe and hotel units given 
national release. Many of these 
previously unknown combos have 
been quick to take advantage of the 
air opportunity afforded them by get- 
ting out on the road and snatching 
at the one-nighter coin. 


A Handicap 


Having had a taste of the fruits 
that come with national ballyhoo, 
it is unlikely that these hinterland 
bands will favor any move to saddle 
them with the same handicaps now 
experienced by the dance aggrega- 
tions in New York. The $3 tax for 
members of the New York local 
has served to help even things for 
the fellow out in the sticks, the 
latier’s delegate is expected to point 
out on the convention floor. 

Indications are that the New York 
local will this fall undertake to or- 
ganize the local hotels, with the 
union's officials determined, if neces- 
sary, to call a strike on alli the city’s 
hostelries. These officials are con- 
cerned not so much with a read- 
justment of the various hotel scales 
as they are with the establishment 
of a direct contact with the hotels 
which will primarily guarantee the 
union against underscaling prac- 
tices. 





Music Notes 


A Meyer Davis orchestra, direc- 
tion Phil Solari, opens at Nantucket 
Yacht club, Nantucket, Mass., July 
1; Meyer orchestra, direction Lon 
Chassy, opening at the Greenbriar, 
White Sulphur Springs, W. Va., 
May 1; Howard Lally, opening at 
the Westchester Country club, Rye, 





| N. Y., May 14; Bernie Dolan, open- 


ing at Canoe Place Inn, Southamp- 
ton, L. L, June 30; Cy Delman, open- 


ing at the Southern hotel, Balti- 
more, May 15. 

Mitchell Schuster opens at the 
Park Lane, New York, May 21, for 
the spring-summer season. 

Jerry Blane replaces Paul White- 


the Paradise 


New York, May 8. 


Restaurant, 


Horace Heidt. bows into the 
Drake, Chicago, May 19. 

Kearney Walton, band leader at 
| Los Angeles Biltmore hotel  Ren- 
dezvous Room, will do a baton wav- 
ing sequence in ‘Page Miss Glory’ 
at Warners, 


Baka Leinikoff, who scored ‘Bride 
of Frankenstein’ for U, assigned to 
‘The Raven.’ 

Hotel Montclair, N. Y. roof opens 
today (1) with Marti Michel orch 


| moving upstairs Clyde Lucas debutg 


Same day into the Hotel New 
Yorker. Claremont Inn on Riverside 


Drive, N. Y., premiered last night 
with Freddie Starr’s orch.” Arnold 
Schleifer still manaver. 

George and Jalna, dancers at the 
Waldorf-Astoria, have a self-created 
‘Jalgo’ dance coined from their 
n is new feature of their 
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Neil im New York on Talent Hunt 
As Vaude Clicks Big in Sydney 


Frank Neil, head of the Tivoli 
circuit, is in New York to buy 
more material and acts for his chain 
in Sydney, Melbourne and Brisbane, 
Vaude-revue idea has clicked 
strongly in Sydney, and Neil is sat- 
isfied that vaude will come back 
stronger than ever before. 

His current show, ‘On With the 
Show,’ has been playing to capacity 
twice daily and will go out on the 
road following its Sydney run. Neil 
has also arranged a tieup with Gen- 
eral Theatres whereby many of his 
acts will go over their chain. 

First try was made in Brisbane, 
when a show went in by arrange- 
ment with Charles Munro. 

Success of the vaude revival in 
Sydney has amazed everybody con- 
nected with show biz. To have suc- 
cess continue, Neil feels that there 
must be a constant flow of new acts. 
Deal with G.T. makes it easier for 
Neil to go ahead and bring acts in 
for a long season, thereby taking 
care of heavy transportation. 


Philly Variety Cub Will 
Host National Group 


i‘hiladelphia, April 30. 


Philly’s Variety Cloud will have 
active charge of the National Varie- 
ty Jubilee scheduled for Atlantic 
City next Fall. Local chapter will 
play host to other clubs, mem- 
bers of the MPTOA and other 
amusement organizations. One of 
the features of the meet will be a 

enational talent contest. 

Committee appointed to handle 
the affair includes Leon Levy, 
WCAU prexy; Jerry Crowley of 
WIP; Lewen Pizor, vice-prexy of 
MPTOA; Walter Woodward; A. R. 
Boyd of the Philly Fox Theatre; 
A. L. Einstein, of Warner Bros.; 
Bill Lee, Jack Beresin and George 
Klein. 











BUFFALO FOLDS 
Buffalo, April 80, 


Gayety, operated for the past two 
months by Irons & Flanagan, of 
Cleveland, as a burlesque house, 
closed the season Friday (26). 

Edward Miller, house manager, 








MEX STANDOFF 


Many a Viva Shouted By Perform- 
ers, But Payoff Went Sour 


Los Angeles, April 380. 

Claude C. Moreno, and a troupe 
of performers he hired to help cele- 
brate Mexico’s Independence Day 
festival, added many a hearty ‘viva’ 
and fandango and dulcet musical 
strain to the local fiesta, and all 
would be jake with happy memories 
if only the boys and girls had been 
paid for their professional services. 

That Moreno didn’t kick through 
with the promised coin, but still 
owes Frank J. Romero and 38 other 
entertainers $615, is the charge of 
the State Labor Bureau, which filed 
complaint on behalf of the talent in 
municipal court. 


Fanchon & Marco Sued 
On Mexico City Booking 


Mexico City, April 30. 


Suit for $950, claimed» as com- 
mission for services and compensa- 
tion for alleged unjustified breaking 
of a contract, has been filed against 
Fanchon & Marco, Inc., and its 
local representative, John W. Sapp, 
in a civil court here by Fidel C. Lo- 
zano. 

Plaintiff asserts that he was en- 
gaged by defendants to arrange for 
appearances in this city of a Fan- 
chon & Marco unit now playing the 
Teatro Politeama, but that he has 
not been paid his commish and that 
Sapp called off the contract. 


Vaude Clicks in Wash. 


Tacoma, April 30. 


Vaude has become so popular 
here with film fare, Ned Edris and 
Bill Connor, of Hamrick’s Music 
Box, announces this combination 
program for a solid week in the 
future at 25 and 40. Business is 
on the up and up in this house. 

Moore's Rialto announces Kolb & 
Dill revue for four days. This 
house directly across court from 




















MOSS CLEARS FISHER 
OF TEAM’S COMPLAINT 


New York's License Commissioner 
Paul Moss last week cleared Arthur 
Fisher, indie booker, of any respon- 
sibility in the complaint brought by 
toss and Bennett, who claimed non- 
payoff on a three-day date played 
last December at the Majestic, Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

Act claimed the theatre went 
bankrupt right after its engage- 
ment. Fisher’s defense was that 
the act had accepted salary partly 
in cash and rest in an 1.0.U. from 
the management, which he claimed 
absolved him of any further respon- 
sibility. 


500 at Dinner to Marvin 
Schenck; Promoted 1 Block 


It was Commencement Day (or 
night) for Marvin Schenck Thurs- 
day (25). He graduated from a 
vaudeville booker to a circuit the- 
atre operator, and the boys tossed 


him a feed to make It official. About 
500 attended the beefsteak, at $5 a 
head, which was staged under au- 
spices of the Loew Agents’ associa- 
tion. 

As Joe Laurie, Jr., declared, it was 
a nice tribute to a guy who really 
had been promoted only one block— 
from Loew's Annex to Loew’s State. 
Sam Lyons, unexpected speaker, 
called up to the dais from the eat- 
ing-only section, gave the lowdown 
on Schenck’s early home life, in the 
days when he (Lyons) lived with 
the Schencks and used to get Mar- 
vin’s leftover borsht. Lately, said 
Lyons, he’s been going down to De- 
lancey street at regular intervals 
to sharpen up his dialect. He was 
an outstanding comedy hit of the 
evening. 

Jay C. Flippen, who is getting to 
be the Square’s fav toastmaster, 
was head ribber and did his usual 
nifty job. Dais sitters included Ed- 
die Cantor, Ralph Whitehead, Harry 
Hershfield, J. H. Lubin, Joe Flaum, 
Louis K. Sidney, Al Jolson, Johnny 
Hyde; Ed Sullivan and William 
Degan Weinberger. 

Schenck was presented with a fit- 
ted traveling case, but it wasn't 
flashed at the dinner, so not known 
whether it fits. 

Within the next couple of weeks 
Schenck leaves for Hollywood for a 
short visit to the Metro studio. It 











says it will reopen under same} Music Box. Kolb & Dill are wild-| will be his first look there since 
management and policy early inj|catting in the northwest but| moving up in the Loew-Metro ex- 
August. clicking. ecutive picture. 

















“BABES IN THE WOOD.” 


GERALDINE and JO 


INTERNATIONAL JUVENILE STARS 


Returning to America in May After Very Suc- 
cessful Two and Half Years Through Europe 


They Are Now Established Favorites in 


England, France, Italy, Spain, Germany} 
Poland, Scandinavia, Cheko-Slovakia, 
Belgium and Latvia 


In England played a season in the late Julia Wylie’s Pantomime, 
In Paris played a season at the 
CASINO DE PARIS, in “VIVE PARIS,” and in both of these 


shows they were featured 


Our sincere thanks to Messrs. George and Harry Foster, 
of London, for making our European Tour such a success 














Sully and Thomas in 
Wis. Auto Accident 


Chicago, April 80. 


John Sully and Muriel Thomas 
suffered bruises and contusions in 
an auto accident when returning to 
Chicago last week after playing a 


vaude date in Green Bay, Wis. 
Their car was entirely demolished 
in the accident. 

Gage Sproull, brother-in-law of 
Ted Waldman, was also in the car 
and escaped with a scalp wound. 


MAURICE TAKING SHOW 
TO SOUTH AMERICA 


Maurice (and Cordoba) ts taking 
an American show to Rio de Janeiro 
with him June 8, opening June 22 
at the Copacabana for an engage- 
ment ending Sept. 15. 

Besides the dancers, Buster West 
and Lucille Page, Max Bergere’s 
orchestra (8) from the Hotel Park 
Lane, N. Y., and a line of Danny 
Dare Cirls are sailing. The girls 
stay six weeks; West and his wife 
are set for four weeks. 

Maurice and Cordoba have played 
in South America before, returning 
last fall, but encountering an acci- 
dent in New Orleans which laid up 
the male half of the team for some 
months. It was caused by a spill 
on the dance floor. 











DAVIS’ KIDDIE KLUBBER 
Baltimore, April 30. 
Dewlow, youthful local 
warbler, has been signatured by 
Benny Davis. She will join the 

Davis crew next week. 

The girl is a product of a local 
radio station’s Kiddie Klub, but for 
last couple of years has been doing 
nitery work. 


Ginger 





LODGE’S BENEFIT 


New York branch of the Interna- 
tional Artists’ Lodge, once one of 
the strongest actor organizations in 
Germany, held a benefit for indigent 
members Sunday night (28) at New 
Palm Garden, New York. 

About 150 attended. 





Saranac Lake 


By HAPPY BENWAY 





Muriel (Eddy Sisters) sirgheney 
did the trick and is leaving the 
ozoning burg. 

Armand Monte (Monte and Pardi) 
will hit the operating table. 

Six months of Dr. Fischel’s 
routine placed Maurice Pearson on 
the right side of the big go-home- 
book. 

Harold Rodner and Dr. L. Licht- 
witz, formerly of Berlin, Germany, 
and now chief of staff at the Monti- 
fiore hospital, N. Y., were guests at 
a luncheon at the lodge, given by 
Dr. Karl Fischel. 

Marya Blake and Doris Shrage 
are both perting up on the oke side 
of every little thing, adding pound- 
age and smiles. Marya just had 
a birthday. 

Ben Schaffer was the outstanding 
hit over the N.V.A. network pro- 
gram recently. 

Max Pfeffer, technician, is a new- 
comer at the lodge. 

‘Skinner’s Dress Suit,’ a three-act 
farce, was rendered at the lodge by 
an able cast of Emergency Relief 
Administration players, 

Dr. Karl Fischel is New Yorking 
to attend medico conflabs so that us 
boys and girls will make the grade. 

Cecilia Hafermann’s son has 
staged a wonderful comeback and is 
on the oke side of the ledger at the 
Rutland San, Rutland, Mass. 

Bessie Browning has fought off 
a mess of that nervous-break-down 
thing. 

Harry Gordon holding up nicely 
at the bed routine. Ditto for Eddie 
20ss. 

Thanks to James Madison, San 
Francisco, for the material rushed 
in for our broadcast. Ditto to 
Tootsie Hemilich for the library 
books. 

Those recently operated on and 
doing well are Raymond Ketcham, 
Tommy Abbott, Betty Huntington, 
Hazel Gladstone, Harry Gordon, 
Ford Raymond and Doris Shrage. 

Camp Intermission being perted 
up, which means that Mrs. Wil- 
liam Morris is soon due back. 

Claude Lawson holding up nicely 
at 2 Neil street, would like to hear 
from his Harlem pals, 

Mrs. Sidney Piermont ig vacash- 
ing and enjoying the Adirondack 
air up here. 


Loew-WB End 
Pitt. Battle 
By Agreement 


Conclusion of the local Loew vs. 
Warner Bros. war of box office 
prices and stage names arrived last 
week by agreement. It was decided 
by Loew’s Penn and WB's Stanley 
to mutually set a regular scale of 
prices and more deliberate stage 


policy governing both houses, rather 
than continue the fight. 

Under the agreement, by which 
each will play occasional stage 
shows, the scale for both will be 
40c top for straight pictures and 
55e for stage weeks. 

During last winter’s strife the 
two circuit houses tossed headliners 
at each other as fast as they could 
dig ‘em up. Situation was com- 
plicated through entrance of John 
Harris’ indie Alvin into the battle. 
Competish simmered down and the 
Stanley went to now 'n’ then shows, 
while the Alvin switched to moder- 
ate priced units. 

Penn’s sustained stage policy ends 
next week (3), with Myrt ’n’ Marge 
the final regular attraction. There- 
after the Loew house plays occa- 
sional shows. Cab Calloway, for 
May 17, is the only one set. 


AN “ASSET 


For Both Theatres and Night Clubs” 
Says VARIETY 


Reprinted from VARIETY, April 24 


Tommy Martin is a personable youngster whose 
informal manner of working is an asset.. He's 
more juvenile than the average sleight-of-hander 
and, on the ‘front’ values alone, should do very 
well In an Intime nitery which has lately beceme 
a popular field for this type of legerdemainist. 


Reprinted from VARIETY, April 3 


Tommy Martin, in one, is a personable looking 
youngster who performs some expert magic. His 
plece de resistance is a stunt in which he takes 
a wad of paper from his mouth, rolls it around 
on an ordinary hand fan until it turns into an 
ese. It’s a smart bit of business and sends him 
off to an excellent band 


TOMMY 
MARTIN 


With DAVE APOLLON 
e 
NOW IN SECOND WEEK 
CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
a 


Direction 
LOU WOLFSON 
WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


WALTER >... 
WAHL 


a The Smash Comedy Hit of 
LIFE BEGINS AT 8:40" 
CHICAGO, NOW 
Per. Mgt. Irving Sherman, Ed Davidow Office 












































TRACY and VINETTE 


Now Filming in 


CORSICA, SPAIN 











DOROTHEA ANTEL 


226 West 72nd St., New York City 
Birthday, Everyday, Convalescent 
Greet Cards 
in Boxed Assortments, 15 exclusive 
and original cards to the box, $1.00. 
Special discount on large quantities, 
Write for Particulars 














PAULINE COOKE 


Presents 


DONALD WOODS 


in 
“The Florentine Dagger” 
Now Playing Mayfair, New York 
MIKE CONNOLLY, Pilot 
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PAR’S NEW BOOKING SETUP 





—_— 


The NVA Drive 





The annual NVA drive for funds commences shortly. 


changes, in both method and motive. 





No collections this time, no hat or plate passing. 


No imposing upon 


the theatre-going public and no forced begging by and humillation of 


actors. 





The NVA of today is a different NVA, as different as day and night. 
The money goes where it should go—to the Saranac Lake sanatorium, to 
the ill and needy of the profession in New York, Personal promotion, 


petty company-unionism and extravagant vanity are out. 


The people 


now guiding the NVA’s destinies are contributing their services without 


remuneration, personal publicity or 


financial interest. There is no rea- 


son for their efforts other than a desire to do the right thing and see it 


done. 





Charity is not the only appeal that the NVA must sell this time. It 
has to sell itself to the show business which is still suspicious of the 


NVA. 
really is new, 


The new NVA must convince its prospective supporters that it 
in ideas and ideals, and a worthy cause in every respect. 


No easy assignment, considering the past, 





Instead of plate-passing, theatres on May 20 will be asked to con- 


tribute 10% of their day’s gross. 


give their services in benefit performances, 
past it was 90% one-sided, with the public asked to pay 


whereas in the 
the bills. 


On May 18 actors will be asked to 


It’s a 50-50 proposition now, 





Radio and other exploitation of May 20 as ‘NVA Day’ will be attempted 
to encourage theatre attendance all over the country on that day. In that 
manner it is hoped business will be increased sufficiently to repay the 


theatres for their participation. 
usual, be paid off in applause; yet, 
a show for their own kind. 


Actors on the benefit shows will, 


as 
for once, the actors will be playing 


It should be a novelty and a pleasure for 


actors accustomed to playing benefits for strangers, and often question- 


able strangers, every Sunday night 


during the year. 





The NVA cause is a good one now. 


body in the amusement industry. 


It deserves the support of every- 





CODE STAYS AS 


IS TILL JUNE 16 


Further action and changes in the 
vaudeville section of the Motion 
Picture Code, such as the proposed 
appointment of a special code com- 
mittee to deal with vaudeville prob- 
lems, won't take until after June 16. 
That’s the expiration date for all 
present NRA codes, and future fate 
of the recovery measures have not 
been settled. 

In the event the Vaudeville Code, 
among others, is maintained after 
that date, the vaudeville committee 
will be appointed by the Code 
Authority. Each branch of the 
variety field will be represented by 
membership. 

Meanwhile, and until June 16, the 
code, plus its recently added pro- 
Visions, is still law. 


BLUE NOT TOO BLUE: 
NO DATES CANCELLED 


No time has been lost by the Ben 
Blue unit, playing the south, de- 
spite reports to the contrary. Story 


Wee thea Pawar nine Finn maar shee 
Was the Paramount (Kincey-W ilby> 


southern house bookers had figured 
the Blue unit too blue and can- 
celled remaining dates following 
Charlotte. 

Since that wasn’t the case, the 
show is continuing on the Par time, 
Playing Fayetteville today (Wednes- 
day) and Greensboro tomorrow, 
then opening in Atlanta for a full 
week, 

Cancellation rumor apparently 
broke due to cleaning up under- 
gone by the unit at Charlotte. 





Gwen Stone Quits 


Gwen Stone, of the adagio team 
of Stone and Vernon, and the wife 


of Lou Wolfson, of the William 
Morris office, has retired from the 
Btace, 

Bob Vernon is rehearsing with a 
new partner, 


SIDELINE WORTH $660 


Rochester, April 80. 

By tty McGowan, 26. won $660 | 
damages on the claim that injuries | 
in an auto accident ended her career 
&S 4 toe dancer. 

Trial developed that dancing was 
& sideline and her regular occupa: | 


tion was phone operator. 


Several Adagio Acts 


Involved in Suits; 
It’s Quite a Mixup 


Dance team of Jane, Moore and 
Billy Revel have entered an in- 
fringement suit against Ann Pritch- 
ard and Jack Goldie in New York 
Supreme Court, at the same time 
adding to the list of dance acts 
suing each other or being sued. 
Moore and Revel suit came up in 
court Thursday (25), but was post- 
poned till yesterday (Tuesday) when 
decision was reserved on the re- 
quest that Pritchard and Goldie be 
restrained from using a copy of 
Moore and Revel’s alleged original 
routine until suit is finally heard. 

Another suit among dance acts is 
currently pending in Circuit Court 
of Cook County, Chicago, where 
Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley are 
seeking to enjoin two other trios, 
Gine, DeQuincey and Lewis and 
Dolores, Andre and Dimitri, from 
further infringing and imitating its 
work at lower salaries than the 
average $800 Lowe, Burnoff and 
Wensley command in vaude, niteries, 
etc. 

Lowe, Burnoff and Wensley are 
being sued in turn in Municipal 
Court, New York, by Sam Baerwitz, 
producer, and Ted Adolphus, stager, 
for $1,000 on breach of contract and 
for using material allegedly belong- 
ing to Baerwitz and Adolphus. Suit 
brought against Gine, DeQuincey 
and Lewis by Adolphus late last 
year on the same grounds was lost 
by the stager. 

Baerwitz produced and Adolphus 
staged both the Lowe, Burnoff and 
Wensley and Gine, DeQuincey and 
Lewis turns, they claim. 


Tyros Spreading in N. Y. 
State; 3 Shows in Troy 


Albany, April 30. 
Amateurs are spreading through 
| central and northern New York. 
Warner Bros, has started a ‘New 
Talent Revues’ in the Troy theatre, 








Troy; Ritz, Albany, and Avon, 
Utica. 

Schine’s Avon, Watertown, has 
two months of piano-playing con- 





tests, 
for the winner. 
sponsors the contest. 

Troy has three amateur shows, at 
RKO Proctor’s and Gris- 


| 

the Troy, 

| wold. In Albany, besides the Ritz 
'the Paramount and Royal haye 
| weekly opportunity nights. 


With many | 


IS AGENC 
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PART SHIP ED 








Boris Morros New Booking 


and Harry Kalcheim 
Bookers—Bergen-B. & K. 
in Chi—Affiliated South- 
ern Time Sought 





MAYBE 30 WEEKS 





Paramount is reorganizing its 
booking offices in New York and 
Chicago, with a view of expanding 
as a stage booker of shows for its 
own theatres and houses of affili- 
ated circuits that now book inde- 
pendently. or through other ex- 
changes. Boris Morros, who was to 
have gone to Hollywood for a post 
in the Par studio, will be kept in 
New York as supervisor of all stage 
bookings. 

Par’s contract with the William 
Morris office, by which Morris has 
beén a partner in the circuit's artist 
bureau, expires June 1 and will not 
be renewed, by agreement on both 
sides. 

The New York setup will have 
Morros in charge and Harry Kal- 
cheim and Charles J. Freeman as 
bookers, Freeman, who has been 
booking the Interstate time, will 
also spot the shows in any affiliated 
circuit houses that come into the 
Par office for bookings. Kalcheim 
will continue booking the deluxers 
in Chicago, Detroit, etc. 

Change in the Chicago lineup will 
be brought about through the de- 
parture of Dick Bergen from the 
Chi Morris office. Bergen is return- 
ing to the Balaban & Katz-Great 
States office with his theatres. Chi- 
cago exchange will be operated by 
and under the supervision of B. & K.., 
but affillated with the New York 
bureau. 

Seven Weeks from N. Y. 

Kalcheim ig booking seven Par 
weeks out of New York, while the 
Bergen book in Chicago has around 
eight weeks of time. Between In- 
terstate, if and when playing shows, 
and the partnership houses which 
will be asked to book their shows 
through New York, Charlie Free- 
man may have up to 15 to 20 weeks 
next season, This may include the 
Wilby-Kincey and other southern 
Par-affillated circuit houses, which 
play independent units mostly at 
present. 

There is a possibility that Par all 
told may have 380 or more stage 
weeks on its combined New York- 
Chicago books next season, This 
w uld »y far exceed the amount of 
time on any other circuit book, with 
chanceg that it may top the com- 
bined RKO-Loew books. 

In its breaking of formal relations 
with the William Morris office, the 
Paramount organization stresses the 
fact that the parting is strictly 
friendly and by mutual arrange- 
ment. Morris office has desired to 
step out of the tie-up for some time, 
and has been operating the Par 
artist bureau under a 30-day expir- 
ation clause for the past year or so 
with an eventual cancellation in 
mind. 

The Par partnership in the past 
several years has not been as bene- 
ficial to the Morris agency as it was 
in the past. The deal required the 
Morris office to give the breaks to 
Par, but the severe shrinkage 
in Par’s playing time precluded 
chances of that source absorbing a 
good portion of Morris attractions. 
The Morris office has been doing 
most of its business away from Par, 
by necessity, anyway. It has been 





with a piano as grand prize} 
Local music store| >< 


|asked to serve Par in an advisory 
capacity in the future. 

The new Par setup was arranged 
by Y. Frank Freeman, Par’s theatre 
operating head, and George J. 





‘haefer, general manager. Bureau | preferred to return to B. & K., for 
will be called Artists Booking Office.| whom he has booked the Great 
States circuit for the past three 
} Chicago, April 80. years. It was only last January 
With reorganization of the Art-|that Bergen moved into the Morris 
ists Booking office nationally on the | agency to handle Great States time 
lexpiration of the Par-William Mor- lout of that office. 





Head — Charlie Freeman | 





'Three-a-Week Commercial Broadcast 


+ 





Mandatory 


By a series of deductions, 
Dave Vine has figured out that 
there must be plenty of vaude- 
ville time next season. 

The winners of the radio 
amateur shows over the sum- 
mer have got to play some- 
where, 


HOUSE PINKS 
PARIS’ UNIT 


Pittsburgh, April 30. 
Stanley is voluntarily pinking 
‘Hello Paris’ unit, which opens there 
Friday (3) with ‘G Men’ on screen. 


Trailer and all ads announced no 
children will be admitted, but 
there’s no age mentioned, which 
may or may not leave the manage- 
ment a loophole. 

‘Hello Paris’ show was to have 
disbanded in Boston last Friday 
(26), with most of troupe sailing 
for Europe following day, but Steve 
Trilling made a quick booking at 
last minute for Stanley. Likely 
that the unit will be routed into 
other Warner deluxers as well. 


SOPH’S 1ST WHN VODE 
SHOW SET FOR MAY 2 


Sophie Tucker’s first program in 
her professional talent sustaining 
series over Loew’s WHN, New York, 
for which vaudeville acts will be 
used chiefly, is set for Thursday 
night (2). Acts will include Rex 























Weber, Al Fields, Vira Niva, Mc- 
Waters and Tyson, Johnny Wells 
and Delivery Boys, with Soph 


m.c.’ing. 

Program plan involves a- public 
ballot to determine which acts shall 
go on their own WHN sustaining 
shows. Louis K. Sidney, station 
directors, figures on digging up some 
commercial possibilities in this 
manner. 

Miss Tucker is staging daily talent 
auditions in the William Morris 
office. 





BACK TO VAUDE 
Hollywood, April 30, 
Joe Morrison, tenor, who came to 
pictures from George Olsen's band, 
goes east on a p.a. tour. 
Opens at the Palace, 
May 10. 


Chicago, 





ris contract on June 1, Dick Bergen 
moves into Balaban & Katz-Great 
States here to handle booking for 
the ABO. In the new arrangement 
the Morris office here relinquishes 
its booking of the B. & K. and 


Great States time and will confine 
itself to being simply an artists’ 
representative agency. For years 


the Morris office has functioned as 
a booking agency for B. & K., Great 
States and other houses, 

With the dropping of the B. & K. 
job, the Morris office will be at 
liberty to submit acts not only to 
the ABO, but also for RKO, the 
State-Lake theatre and other indie 
booking offices in this territory. 

In the past, the Morris office has 
restricted itself to the B. & K. in- 
terests, which close tie-in dates 
back to the personal friendship of 
A. J. Balaban and the Morris office 
which not only did the booking, but 
also supervised. 

Dick Bergen was asked to remain 
with the Morris agency, but Bergen 





From Vaude House—No Talent Payoff 


A commercial sponsor starts a 15- 
minute, thrice-weekly program over 
WMCA from the Academy (Skou- 
ras), New York, Friday (3), without 
the obligation of paying for ‘«lent. 
Latter will be furnished — he the- 
atre, booked by RKO, wiich also 
will not pay the talent for broad- 
casting. 

Sponsor is the Gottfried Baking 


Co., which is going on the air for 
the first time. Periods will start 
at 8:30 p. m., Mondays, Wednes- 


days and Fridays, with initial con- 
tract with WMCA and the Acad- 
emy running for nine weeks, 


RKO’s contracts for bookings at 
the Academy will carry a ‘radio 
broadcasting’ clause, making all 
acts obligated to go on the air with- 
out any additions to their stage 
salaries. Etherizing will be done 
from the rehearsal hall over the 
theatre, which is now being 
equipped as a studio. 

According to the theatre’s pres- 
ent plans, only the headliners, and 
perhaps some other acts in the 
shows which are adaptable for air- 
ing, will broadcast. First name act 
set is Molly Picon, who will head 
the first program Friday. Booking 
of the theatre in the future will be 
done with radio programs in mind. 

Academy’s management feels that 
the free commercial programs are 
not an imposition on the talent, in- 
asmuch as publicity through the air 
shows is one way of making it pos- 
sible for the house to continue 
vaude through summer months, 
Another thing, theatre claims, is 
that if programs click for the spon- 
sor it will try to get the latter to 
pay the acts extra. 





Roxy Cancels ‘Broadway’ 
Unit on Billy Rose’s 
Infringement Complaint 


A 32-people unit, ‘Call of Broad- 
way,’ scheduled to start a two week 


engagement at the Roxy, New York, 
Friday (26), had its contract can- 
eelled for that engagement and a 
subsequent week at the Fox, Phila- 
delphia, after Billy Rose complained 
that it was an infringement on 
‘Small-Time Cavalcade.’ Latter 
played the Manhattan (Billy Rose’s) 
Music Hall when Rose was prodttc- 
ing the shows there and at the 
Casino de Paree, 

Rose complained to Fanchon & 
Marco, which books the Roxy, after 
learning that ‘Small-Time Caval- 
cade’ was being used in the billing 
of the show. The producer told 
F.&M, that if the show was not an 
infringement it could be played, but 
otherwise the theatre faced suit. 
Ralph Whitehead, executive secre- 
tary of the American Federation of 





Actors, was asked for an opinion 
and agreed that it was an imita- 
tion. 

Rose then informed Fanchon & 
Marco, that, since Loew’s once 
offered him $3,000 for ‘Small-Time 


Cavalcade,’ the theatre would have 
to donate $500 to the Actors’ Dinner 
Fund if it wanted to play the ‘Call 
of Broadway’ unit. This was re- 
fused and the dates were cancelled. 

Unit was booked into the Roxy 
at $1,000 for the first week, $1,250 
for the second, and $1,750 for the 
week at the Fox, Philadelphia. Jack 
Lewis was the producer. He had 
booked most of the acts for the 
Rose show. 





Pan’s Units 


Hollywood, April 30. 
Plan to inaugurate stage shows at 
the Hollywood Pantages is taking 
shape, with Rodney Pantages re- 
ported already rehearsing several 
units, 


Recent deal with Fanchon & 
Marco to route shows from the 
Paramount to the Pantages fell 
through. 
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UNIT REVIEWS 





IT’S THE TOP 


(ORPHEUM, ST. PAUL) 
St. Paul, April 26. 
Nifty terping, snappy comedy and 
geome brand new tunes—everything 
dished up in swift tempo—makes 
this unit an outstander, 


Vic Oliver emcees the _ show, 
weaving in something resembling 
continuity by doubling as pianist 


and purveying some 
bright chatter besides. There’s also 
a good tenor, John Fogarty, with 
all up-to-the-second numbers and 
over socko. 

Helen Honan has an impersonat- 
ing repertory. Her Lupe Velez im- 
personating Katharine Hepburn is 
a riot. Good on Garbo and Pitts 
imitations, too, but these are being 
so overdone it’s not funny any 
more. 

Large and Morgner, one-legged 
acrobats, do some stunts that many 
two-legged tumblers would be 
proud to accomplish. Petch and 
Deauville, two fast-stepping dan- 
cers, were seen here recently in 
another show, but they went over 
handily just the same. Bebe Barri 


and violinist, 


dancing girls, with several specialty |. 


also provided beaucoup 
Raschick. 


numbers, 
flash. 


——_———- 


RUNNIN’ WILD 


(ORPHEUM, LINCOLN) 


Lincoln, April 27. 

This 62-minute affair is de- 
scribed by the title; it has so few 
serious moments, the audience can’t 
believe ’em. Headed by Gene Gory, 
formerly with the Brittons. 

Only thing wrong with this unit 
is that it has two finales, one mid- 
way in the show, which is_ bad. 
Opening on a legit flash from the 
band conducted by m.c., Davy 
Jamieson, there’s a blowup of 
stooges in the crowd which lets the 
neighbors know they’re in for it. 
Lewis Nelson, brother of Bat, does 
a fast hand walk to let ’em get 
their breath, after which Claire and 
Yost, dancing girls, are announced, 
but have to run all the way down 
from the balcony where they’ve pre- 
sumably been watching the pic. 
Dance not so forte. ; 

Lupe and Lewis, strong arm act, 
do some heavy stuff, and then 
Gene Gory and his band reduce the 
stage to a mass of broken boards. 
Gory’s fun at the fiddle and subse- 
quent entanglements with the 
strings is good. Drop even falls 
down. Here is the first finale. Cur- 
tain closes in so the stage hands 
‘can use a broom and Harmonica 
Leonard, one of Minevitch’s old 
boys, takes up the necessary time. 

Jackson and Blackwell, adagio in 
slow motion, are oke. Dorothy 
Claire, acro terp, fair. Johnny 





song. Jamieson breaks down from 
m.c.’ing at this point and give his 
Primrose and Frisco routines, sock- 
ing ‘em. Sullivan Sisters, a couple 
of big girls, do a combo dance next. 
They heave to, work hard and 
score. 

Gory and Roberta come on just 
ahead of the finale with more 
fiddling and wreckage. This bit 
should come ahead of the band, 
because it’s impossible to make the 
gang believe it’s McCoy as introed. 
Would make an ideal opener for 
Gory’s Madame Po-Po bit, which 
is a sock. As this closes, all peo- 
ple are pulled on for the finale. 

Gory’s 20 minutes could all be 
piled up at the end of the unit for 
a much bigger sock than it amounts 
to when presented in the present 
manner. Some of the panto fails a 
bit, but that’s why the show’s on 
this time—to straighten it out; 12 
minutes could be spared easily. It’s 
owned by Homer Hott and under 
the Cushman tag. Barney. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Burlesque wheel managers asked 
for two weeks in several of the 
larger stands. 





Music pubs and the Woolworth 
stores were adjusting their differ- 
ences. Sales were away down and 
both hurt. 





Amusement parks were upping 
admissions and rides. Everyone had 
coin. Luna Park went up a nickel, 
but threw in a free circus for the 
first time. 





Clipper had an editorial headed, 
‘No poor actors.’ Argued that the 
majority were affluent—but that 
was 15 years ago. 





Exhibitor suggested to VARIETY 
that the film reviews should not 
back up on each other, because of 
filing. Idea adopted and still in 
force. 





Paramount took over the Cri- 
terion, N. Y. Only recently gave it 
up. Was taking in around $1,000 
a day at $1 top. 





Robertson-Cole’ (later F.B.0. and 
absorbed by RKO) threw a party at 
its Ft. Lee studios to see Georges 
Carpentier box. Got a free mob for 
a picture in which he was working. 





Government was planning to re- 





Dove and Co., skaters, would be all 
right, but the girl could cut the 


open Liberty (camp) theatres if the 
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* FEATURED ACROBATIC DANCER 


MORRELL 


With DAVE APOLLON’S 
INTERNATIONAL VARIETIES OF 1935 
Held Over Second Week (April 26) 

CAPITOL, NEW YORK 























KATHRYN 


HEADLINING 


“GIRL O’ YESTERDAY” 
APPEARING NIGHTLY “GAY NINETIES CLUB” 
WEEK APRIL 26, ROXY, NEW YORK 


AND HELD OVER SECOND WEEK (MAY 3) 
Direction JOHN SCHULTZ 


PARSON 











Direction: SAMUEL 


~GAYLENE SISTERS 


RHYTHM CONTROL MARVELS 
With 
MANHATTAN-MERRY-GO-ROUND 
LOEW’S STATE, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK (APRIL 26) 
(INITIAL APPEARANCE) 
BAERWITZ—LEDDY 


and SMITH 














After Starring 30 Consecutive Weeks with 
FACES,” at the New Tivoli Theatre in 


NICE, FLORIO and LUBOW 


Sail on the “S.S. Monterey” for America, May 29. 
Needed Holiday in the Famous Blue Mountains of Australia 


Frank Neil’s Show, “NEW 


Australia 


Now Taking a Much 


universal training bill became a law. 
It didn't, so 100 actors out of jobs. 





Anna Held, Jr., came into $225,- 
000 from her dead mother’s estate. 
Figured tototal about $1,000,000. 





Sheet music in the worst slump 
in its history. Songpluggers to be 
barred from backstage in all 
V.M.P.A,. houses because they rep- 
resented agents not on franchise. 





Paramount was figuring on back- 
ing stage plays in the hope of get- 
ting screen material. Already had 
the Charles Frohman office, but was 
spreading out. 





Six Yiddish houses had to return 
$10,000 Sunday night because the 
police cracked down on their Sun- 
day shows. 





Gus Hill working on a legit cir- 
cuit at $1 top. Had 21 houses. 





Broadway had 47 shows running, 
but the take was larger than with 
precisely the same number the year 
before. There were 16 buys and 19 
cut-raters, 





Barnes circus in trouble. Soaked 
for a $200 war tax, had seven 
horses attached and one of its rid- 
ers sued by a lion tamer on an- 
other show: for libel. 





Leo Carillo was ending a 2,000 
performance run in ‘Lombardi, Ltd.’ 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From Olipper) 








Reiche Brothers, Charles and 
Henry, bought into the Van Am- 
burg circus. Made their original 
stake taking 8,000 canaries to Cali- 
fornia, via the Isthmus. Got $25 
apiece, and hoisted to $50. Made 
enough to come back to N.Y. and 
start importing animalg for cir- 
cuses, 





Barney McAuley, whose celebra- 
tions had twice that season caused 
his company a layoff, was released 
from the Cleveland workhouse on 
behest of his brother. Gave him a 
chance to straighten out. 





Buffalo Bill won a pigeon match 
in Birmingham. Made a perfect 
score, potting all 50 birds. His op- 
ponent was 47. 





A ‘Michael Strogoff’ was troup- 
ing New England. Advertised a 
magnificent ballet and military 
bands (plural). Had eight girls 
and six musicians. Ads boom- 
eranged. 





Reported that a Jersey City 
woman had become the mother of a 
child with the head of a sea-lion. 
The mother had visited an aquar- 
ium at Coney. Child refused milk, 
but Clipper fails to report whether 
they tried it with a fish. 





Baby Venus, a museum attrac- 
tion died in Chicago. Though only 
six years old, she had the complete 
physical development of an adult, 
and was nearly four feet tall. 





Out in Cleveland, Co. A, of the 
14th militia regiment was doing 
drill on roller skates to replenish 
the company fund. 





George F. Rowe gave a tryout of 
his play, ‘Beauty,’ at Wallacks. 
Clipper opined it would flop with 
Americans to whom ‘the follies and 
absurdities of English beauty-wor- 
ship are unknown.’ No Miss Amer- 
icas then. 





Newly opened Lyceum had its 
first jam. Viola Allen heard she 
was to be replaced in ‘Dakolar’ so 
she refused to go on and the house 
had to refund. She was still dis- 
tant from stardom. 





Member of a troupe touring In- 
dia reported that in many spots 
there were no hotels and the troupe 
had to camp in the railroad sta- 
tion. Cantonments had dak bun- 
galows. 





Helen Gardner given a divorce 
from De Wolf Hopper. The initialer. 





Doris show erected a 100-foot 
billboard in Seymour, Ind., to blan- 
ket an ice house carrying John 
Robinson paper. 





Three Indianapolis theatres were 
planning to dodge the license fee 
by incorporating as _ churches. 


Would give Sunday concerts for the 











poor. 





New Acts 


LOUIS PRIMA’S SWING 

QUINTET (5) 

Music, Songs 
12 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Metropolitan, Brooklyn 

Name of Louis Prima is identi- 
fied with a new night spot, ‘The 
Famous Door,’ patronized for the 
most part by the orchestra crowd. 
Fivesome hails from New Orleans, 
and smacks a bit of the Original 
Dixieland Jazz band style of play- 
ing. In the intimate club setting, 
quintet fills the air with blasts and 
sock beats. On the large stage, 
more wind is needed so the play- 
ers try twice as hard to keep up 
the noise. Result can hardly be 
called smooth syncopation. Cornet 
is predominant. A few off-beat 
solos also in the routine. 

Group strikes some fancy poseg, 
which a photographer would delight 
in, but on the stage they look silly. 
Tune always starts off with some 
hoof-beats and the message from 
the leader to swing it. Three num- 
bers played at this hearing, which 
all sounded alike, due to the racy 
orchestrations. Doubtful if act 
would mean much outside of the 
N. Y. area. 





RHYTHM and ROMANCE 
Dancing 

15 Mins.; Full (special) 
Orpheum, N. Y. 

Three boys and two girls In a 
dance flash which should make the 
grade. All are well versed in hoof- 
ing and are generous in their num- 
bers, besides being youthful and of 
neat appearance. One gal appears 
in white tails and top-hat for a 
slow-motion strut. Later she is back 
in a modernistic specialty which is 
a weird dish because of her scarlet- 
painted face. Just what this is sup- 
posed to convey is hard to tell. 
Audience didn't go for it. 

A closing solo has the other femme 
stepper tieing herself up in acro- 
batic knots which look more painful 
than graceful. Trio of males do 
their best work minus any accom- 
paniment from the orchestra. Act 
is dressed simply in black curtains. 
Costumes are fresh, with changes 
confined to the gals only. 

Used here as a closer and should 
fit snugly for general fare. 


SYRACUSE OPENS 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 23. 

George Katz, New York burlesque 
producer, opened a stock company 
at the Civic last week. Lineup 
includes Elinore Johnson, Lola 
Betram, June Rhodes, Babes Court- 
ney, Johnny Kane, ‘Chuck’ Wilson, 
Doane. Williams, Harry Levine and 
Harmony Quartet. 

Victor W. Frank igs house man- 
ager. House is trying two-a-day, 
with three-a-day on Saturday and 
Sunday. 


ROSE ALONE AGAIN 


Harry Rose goes single again 
after a lengthy spell with units, 
mostly with the Ed Sullivan show. 

Opens on his own May 8 for Loew 
in Newark. 








= 


Syr. Mayor Ask 
Strict Censorship 
Of Burly, Or Else 


Syracuse, April 80. 

Mayor Rolland B. Marvin today 
(Tuesday) directed Commissioner of 
Public Safety William E. Rapp to 
maintain a stringent censorship of 
stock burlesque at the Civic, which 
reopened last week with George 
Katz as producer. The mayor wrote 
his commissioner: 

‘Upon examining the reports of 
the police investigators sent to in- 
spect the burlesque show at the 
Civic theatre, and upon the receipt 
of séveral compaints from private 
citizens, I am convinced that this 
burlesque show is an indecent and 
offensive performance. Such a per- 
formance will not be tolerated in 
the city of Syracuse.’ 

‘I think we would be justified in 
closing this show peremptorily, 
However, I am taking into conside- 
ration the fact that a number of 
Syracuse people have been given 
temporary employment by the open- 
ing of this theatre. 

‘Please advise the proprietors of 
this show that they are to clean it 
up at once and make it a decent per- 
formance, which decent men and 
women may attend without being 
offended, or they will be treated 
summarily, please ask Chief Car- 
roll to have this performance 
checked daily, and if there is any 
repetition of the indecent features 
noted, have him close the show and 
take the proper steps to punish the 
proprietors.’ 








Eastern Prod. 


(Continued from page 8) 


conditions, natural elements, costs 
and other expenses incidental to the 
making of films away from the 
home site. Then if conditions are 
favorable to the exodus of the in- 
dustry to that point, there would be 
no further headaches over the state 
taxation program at every session 
of the legislature. Added to this 
would be the possibility of cheaper 
production, which would exert a 
strong influence in the transference 
of the business locale. 

With all studios involved working 
under one roof, conflict would be 
avoided, it is said, by giving each 
studio its shooting dates, excluding 
the possibility of an overlapping of 
productions. Cost sheets will be 
scanned closely, which will have @ 
major bearing on the future action 
of the major producers, 
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Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (May 3) 


THIS WEEK (April 26) 


Numerals in connection with bills Delow inaicate opening day ot 


show. whether full or split week 








RKO 





Paramount 











NEW YORK CITY 
Palace (3) 

Serge Flash 

Mattison’s Rhythms 

Harry Savoy 

Gracie Barrie 

¥F & M Britton 

(26) 
Benny Meroff Rev 
Academy of Music 
Ist half (3-6) 
Ross & Bennett 
Red Donohue & U 
Mollie Picon 
Ted Adair Co 
(One to fill) 

2d half (7-9) 
Blackstone 

2a half (30-2) 
8 Cossacks 
Gordon Reed & K 





Toto 


Mitzi Green 
(2 
Jean Devereaux 
Grace Doro 
Billy House Co 
Gene Raymond 
F & M Britton Bd 
DETROIT 
Fox (3) 
Everett Marshall 
Irene Vermillion Co 
Cabin Kids 
Jad — 


(26) 
W & E Howard 
Tamara 
Great Gretanos 
Mary Miles 
Frankie Connors 
KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (3) 
Ben Bernie Bd 


Co 

















CLIFFORD 
MARION 


WEEK APRIL 23 
ORPHEUM, LOS ANGELES 














Eddie Peabody 
Ruiz & Bonita 


Coliseum 
Ist half (4-7) 
Ames & Arno 
Angus & Searle 
Phil Cook 
Great Gretanos 
(One to fill) 


BROOKLYN 
Albee (3) 
Harlem Express 
(26 


) 
Ted Adair Co 
Ray Huling Co 
Ella Logan 
Lamb & Bellet 
Owen McGivney 
Stuart & Lash 
Art Landry Ore 


BOSTON 
Boston (26) 


French Casino 
‘Hello Paris Vienna’ 
CHICAGO 
Palace (3) 

Mangean Tr 

Grace Doro 

West & Page 
Donald Novis 
Willie W303 & McG 


Christensens 
on Cummings 
& J McKenna 
Ben Bernie Orc 
CINCINNATI 
Palace (3) 
Helen Honan 
Large & Morgner 
Gene Raymond 
Vic Oliver 
Bebe Barrt Girls 
Petch & Deauville 
(26) 


Bob Ripa 

Ivy & N Stevens 

Slate Bros 

Ina Ray Hutton Bad 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (3) 

Dan Dare Dancers 

Howard Bros 





Bob Ripa 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (3) 
Earl Hines Orc 
(26) 
Mangean Tr 
Kay Hamilton 
Harrison & Elmo 
West & Page 
Harry Kahne 
PROVIDENCE 
Keith’s (3) 
Eno Tr 
Hunter & Percival 
Columbians 
Polly Moran 
Helene Denizon Co 
(26) 


3 Kanes 

Clyde Hager 
Boswell Sis 
Buck & Bubbles 
Jack Eddy Co 


ROCHESTER 
Keith’s (26) 
Thomas 5 
Lewis & Moore 
Mary McCormic 
Bert Walton 
TRENTON 
Keith’s 
ist half (3-6) 
Tommy Monahan 
(Four to fill) 
2d half (7-9) 
Amos ‘'n’ Andy 
Bob Hall 
Marco's Rev 
(One to fill) 
2a half (30-2) 
Harlem Express 
TROY 
Keith’s 
ist half (8-6) 
Boots Co 
Young Worth & W 
Mainstreeters 
Johuny Perkins 
Tho:nas 5 
UNION CITY 
Keith’s 
Ist half (8-5) 
Bob Hall 
Marco’s Rev 
(Two to fill) 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (3) 
Abe Lyman Orc 
Boulevard 
Ist half (3-6) 
Will Morris & B 
C & L Gerard 
Gordon Reed & K 
Roscoe Ails Co 
Hackett & T Rev 
, Orpheum | 
ist haif (3-6) 
Wonder Bears 
Elinor Sherry 
Ferry Corway 
Harry Howard Co 
Bartell & H Rev 
2d half (7-9) 
Will Morris & B 
Hazlett & Tyner 
Nina Olivette Co 





Joe Frisco 
Gertrude Niessen 
Slate Bros 
Metropolitan (8) 
Mills Co 

Valencia (3) 
Spices of 1935 

BALTIMORE 

Century (3) 
E Carrolls Vanities 

STO 


Orpheum {3} 
Gordon's Dogs 
Andrea Marsh 
Edgar Bergen Co 
White & Curtis 
Jans & Lynton Rev 

BRIDGEPORT 

Globe (3) 
H’wood Studio Rev 
Making Movies 





OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


This Week: 


Edw. Davidow; George Poli 











Frank Libuse Co 
Ted Adair Co 
Paradise (3) 
Ed Lowrey 
Molasses & January 
Vince Mundi 
State (3 
Hellinger & Glad 
Harry Jans 
Pete Peaches & D 
Jack O'Neill 
Frank Colette 
Artie Auerbach 
BROOKLYN 
Gates Ave 
Ist half (3-6) 
Ed Sullivan 
Dolores Farris 
Saxon Sis 
Patsy Flick 
Ross McLean 
Davey Kroft 
Luban & Rice 
Mickey Conte 
Bobby Deva 
24 half (1-9) 
Hackett & Trisault 
‘roel & Allan 





Pritchard & G Rev 
Lew Parker Co 
June Carr Co 


6 DeCardos 
Sugar Cane 
California Colleg’ns 
Johnny Burke 
Duke Norman Rev 
NEW ARK 
Loew's (3) 
Siegfried Co 
Joan Abbott 
Fred Sanborn Co 
Harry Rose 
Frances Wills Rev 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (3) 
Don Francesco Co 
Dolly Kay 
Myrt & Marge 
Stuart & Lash 
Hal Menken Rev 
WASHINGTON 
Fox (3) 





Dave Apollon Rev 


BOSTON 
Metropolitan (3) 
(8 Days) 

Isham Jones Bd 
Senator Murphy 
Youthful Rhythm 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (3) 
1 Hr With You U 
Joaquin Garay 
Hall & Denison 
Kay Katya & K 
Horton Spurr 
Prosper & Maret 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (3) 
Morton Downey 
Harrison & Fisher 
Lorraine & Digby 
Paul Gordon 
Ruth Barnes 
(26) 
Jack Powell 
Venita Gould 
Alexander & 
Keene 2 
Vic & LaMarr 


Santos 





Marbro (26) 
Sylvia Froos 
Harris 2 & L 
Petit & Douglas 
Le Fleurs 


Oriental (26) 
George Jessel 
Eddie Jackson 
Sidney Mann 
3 Queens 
Joe Besser 
Irving & Reid 


DETROIT 
Michigan (3) 
Karl Emmys Pets 

Tito Guizar 

F & J Hubert 
Venita Gould 
Harris Claire & 8 


MINNEAPOLIS 
State (3) 
Jack Powell 
ST. PAUL 
Paramount 
Ist half (3-5) 
Paul Gerritz 








Warner 








PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (3) 
Benny Meroff Co 
(26) 

E Carroll’s Vanities 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (26) 

Barney Rapp 


Nick Lucas 
Nina Olivette 
Gracie Barrie 
‘Shine’ Moore 
Selma Marlowe 





READING 
Astor 
Ist half (3-6) 
3 Fonzells 
J & M Mason 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (3) 
Gus Arnheim 
Gene Sheldon 
J & E Torrence 
(26) 
32 Roxyettes 
Johnny Perkins 
Ruth Petty 
Stan Kavanaugh 
Eleanor Whitney 








Wilbur Cushman 





Fanchon & Marco 





NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (3) 
Freddy Mack 

Gae Foster Girls 
Rhythm Ore 
(Others to fill) 
LOS ANGELES 
Paramount (25) 


Loyce Whitman 
Chain & Lamont 
Edythe Marquise Co 
Jerry Stewart 
Alice Weaver 





Rube Wolf Bd 


PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (38) 
Timberge & Rooney 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth 
Ist half (2-5) 
Brown & Hart 
Revelations 
Andresens 
Kitty Doner 
Nielson & Francis 
Dobbs Clark & D 
(Others to fill) 

2d half (6-8) 
Singer’s Midgets 
1935 Rev 
(Others to fill) 





London 





Week of 


Canterbury M. H. 
Ist half (29-1) 
M Clifton & Ptnr 
Keith Wilbur 
2a half (2-4) 
French & Jerome 
Geddes Bros 
Dominion 
Rico Gypsy Gis 
New Victoria 
Troise Mandolineers 
ero Cab 
Teddy Brown 
Peter Lesceno 
Ted Ray 
Esther Coleman 
Collinson & Dean 
Maurice 
CHADWELL H’TH 
Embassy 
Bobby Howell Bd 
CHELSEA 
Palace 
Rico Gypsy Gls 
CLAPTO) 
Rink 
Evelyn Hardy Bd 
EAST HAM 
Premier 
Bobby Howell Bd 
EDGEWARE RD. 
Grand 
Val Rosing 
6 Rhythm Boys 
EDMONTON 
Empire 
Murray Stewart 
Frank Leonard 
HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Chris Charlton Co 
HOLLOWAY 
Marlborough 
Rolling Stones 
Wallington Sis 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
ist half (29-1) 
French & Jerome 


April 29 


2d half (2-4) 
M Clifton & Ptnr 
Keith Wilbur 


KILBURN 
Grange 
Val Rosing 
6 Rhythm Boys 


LEWISHAM 
Palace 
Al Berlin Bd 
Leslie Strange 
7 Fredysons 
LEYTON 
Sapoy 
Younkman Bd 
NEW CROSS 
Cinema 
Afrique 
Gaillard 3 
Shiels & Kewley 
PECKHAM 
Palace 
Afrique 
Gaillard 3 
Shiels & Kewley 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Al Berlin Bd 
Addison & Sylvia 
STAMFORD HILL 
Regent 
Rolling Stones 
Wallington Sis 
RATFORD 
Broadway 
Younkman Bd 
STREATHAM 
Palace 
Chas Manning Bd 
Sax & Royen 
3 Manley Bros 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Chas Manning Bd 
Beams 24 Babes 
3 Manley Bros 
TOTTENHAM 





Geddes Bros 


Palace 
Evelyn Hardy Bd 





ALBUQUERQUE 
Sunshine 
2d half (6-8) 
Footlight Frolics 
Vanessa 
Buster & Verne 
Betty Lee 
Marl’w L’'ngd’n & A 
Simon Delmar 
Forgy Sis 
George Royale 
6 Co-Eds 
Jimmy Read’s Bd 
EL PASO 
Plaza 
Ist half (38-6) 
Footlight Frolics 
Vanessa 
Buster & Verne 
Betty Lee 
Marl’w L’ngd'’n & A 
Simon Delmar 
Forgy Sis 
George Royale 
6 Co-Eds 
Jimmy Read’s Bd 


FALLS CITY 
Rivoli 


v 

2d half (7-8) 
Rio Nights 
Del Gardo 
Luis & Etuelda 
The Cascas 
Adelia & Romero 
The Gauchos 
Marie Linda 
Roper’s Marimbas 


RAELENA 
Marlow 
2d half (6-9) 
Chicago Follies 
Ches Davis 
Lynn & Lazaroni 
Land & Todd 
LeRoy & Pals 
Frank Peg Jones 
Francis Stanfield 
Bobby Bedford 
Ginger Stover 
Wiley’s Bd 
LINCOLN 
Orpheum 
Ist half (3-6) 
Runnin’ Wild 
Gene Gory 
Roberta 
Johnny Dove Co 
Lupe & Lewis 
Sullivan Sis 
Davey Jamieson 
Elsye Yost 
Jackson & BIi’ckw'll 
Gene Gory's Bd 
LOGAN 
Capitol 
Ist half (3-5) 
Chicago Follies 
Ches Davis 
Lynn & Lazaroni 
Land & Todd 
LeRoy & Pals 
Frank Peg Jones 
Francis Stanfield 
Bobby Bedford 
Ginger Stover 
Wiley’s Bd 
PARSONS 
Orpheum 
Ist half (3-5) 
Paris Nights 
5 Tanner Sis 
Pee Wee D’Adrian 
Hal Silver 








DeCounte & Marie 
Yyonne Muzette 
Carl Thorson 

Le Marquise 
French Legion Bé@ 


PUEBLO 


Uptown 

2a half (6-9) 
Runnin’ Wild 
Gene Gory 
Roberta 
Johnny Dove Co 
Lupe & Lewis 
Sullivan Sis 
Davey Jamieson 
Elsye Yost 
Jackson & BI’ckw’ll 
Gene Gory’s Bd 


TEMPLE 
Arcadia 
1st half (3-5) 
Rh’ps’dy in Rhythm 
Gleason & Allyn 
Cropely & Violet 
Chas Reilly Co 
Bernice Jarneau 
H & B Clark 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Art Gleason’s Bd 
TULSA 
Rialto 
Ist half (3-6) 
Rio Nights 
Del Gardo 
Luis & Ethelda 
Gascas 
Adelia & Romero 
The Gauchos 
Marie Linda 
Roper’s Marimbas 
VANCOUVER 
Beacon (3) 
Evening on B'’way 
Roisman’s Co 
Jack Rand 6 
Jay Howard 
Togo 
Frankie Starr 
Ina Scott 
WATERLOO 
Paramount 
ist half (3-6) 
Hi-Lites of Rhythm 
4 Rounders 
Emerson & B'ldwin 
Rita Del Gardi Co 
Valjean Sis 
La Petite Adeline 
La Villa Girls 
Bobby Dander’s Bd 
WICHITA FALIS 
Majestic 
2d half (7-9) 
Rh’ps’dy in Rhythm 
Gleason & Allyn 
Cropely & Violet 
Chas Reilly Co 
Bernice Jarneau 
Bobby & King 
H & B Clark 
3 Rhythm Queens 
Art Gleason's Bd 
Orpheum 
2d half (6-8) 
Paris Nights 
5 Tanner Sis 
Pee Wee DeAdrian 
Hal Silver 
De Counte & Marie 
Yvonne Muzette 
Carl Thorson 
Le Marquise 
French Legion Bd 








Independent 








CHICAGO 
&tate Lake (27) 
Audrey Wycoft 
Sasha Leonoft 
Frank Melino Co 
Doyle & Donnelly 
Lulu Belle 
Skyland Scotty 
Buzzington's Bd 
LONG BEACH 
Strand (26) 
4 Romeros 





Harry & Guriy 
Fred Haneman 
Alene & Evans 
Rena Douglass 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (24) 
Moroni & Coralee 
Jack Goldie 
Avaion 4 
Ray Conlin 
Neilson & Knight 
Walter Nilsson 


& ¥ 


Provincial 





EDINBURGH 


Regent 
1st half (29-1) 
Artemus Gang 
24 half (2-4) 
Bellinis 


Week of April 29 


LEITH 
Capitol 
1st half (29-1) 
Bellinis 
2d half (2-4) 
Artemus Gang 





Cabarets 





Bal Musette 


Arden & Duncan 
Geo Marechal 
Millard & Anita 
M Ferri 
Geovignett! 
Pietro 


Barrel of Fun 


Frankie Meadows 
Lewis & Dody 
Jack Sheldon 
Annette Lacy 
Andy's Aces 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 
Kathryn Parsons 
Jos E Howard 

Beaux des Arts 


Nina Allen 
Justine Jai Tal 


Bruno 
George Thorne 
Angelita Loya 
Fox & Ballister 
Ralph Navelle Ore 
Cafe International 
Inez Elvira 
Lita Santos 
Lagitanilla 
Los Otedas 
El Chicorrito 
Don Casanova 
Rudy Hernandez Or 

Cantina Barra 
Raym'nd & Lucinda 
Gilberto & Jose 
Briceno 
Don Jose Orc 

Casino de Paree 
Jimmie Durante 
Muriel Page 
Stone & Vernon 
Ella Logan 
Gary & Dixon 
Rob’t Williams 
Norma Gallo 
Martha Ray 
Lee Miles Orc 
Jerry Freeman Orc 
Central Pk. Casino 
Helen Curran 
D'Ivons 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Chateau Moderne 
Rita Renaud 
Betty Bowker 
Paul Bass Orc 

Chez Marriane 
Wm Farmer Orc 

Claremont Inn 
Freddie Starr Orc 

Club Gaucho 
Senorita Leona 
Club New Yorker 
Lois Elliman 
Bill Aronson 
Jack Meyer Orc 

Clab Richman 








Henry Bergman 
Wheeler, M & W 


NEW YORK CITY 


Cocoanut Grove 
Lloyd Garrett 
Honey Gordon 
Ruth Williams 
Bryant, Rains & Y¥ 
Alyse 
Harry Halstead Orc 

Coin de Paris 


Renee Estabrook 
Jerre Farrar 
Harry Sapro 
Arthur Gibbs 
Congress 
Sid Austin Orc 
Connies Inn 


Luis Russell 
Sonny Woods 
Norman Astwood 
Collius & Harris 
Timmie & Freddie 
Dewey Brown 
Pete Peaches & D 
Teddy Hale 
4 Charioteers 
Jigsaw Jackson 
Rahn & Norman 
Alice Whiteman 
Princess Orelia 
Alberta & Hunter 
Connie's Orc 
Cotton Club 


C C Rev 

Mears & Mears 

Leitha Hill 

Ophelia & Pimiento 

John Henry 

Swan & Lee 

Lena Horn 

Bill Bailey 

Jessie Scott 

Dynamite Hooker 

Cora La Redd 

Coq Rouge 

La Porte Ore 

Cubanacan 

Lupe Noriego 

Luis & Rosita 

Antonio & Juanita 

Cubanens 

Dawn Patrol Club 

Frank Farrell Orc 

Barker Trio 
Delmonico’s 

Jarrow 

K & C Joy 

Bobby Tracy 

Marcella Sharkey 

Jerry Baker 

Mike Durso 
El Chico 

Dolores & Candido 

Pedro 

Pancho & Rosita 

Carmelita 

La Monterlita 

Emile de Torre Orc 


El Morocco 
Nano Rodrego Bd 
Ernie Hoitz Ore 

Toreador 


D J Escarpinter Or 
Trini Varela 


Joe 


Ore 


Dinorah Arguden 
Mariluz 

Ramon Quiros 

R & R De Caro 


Essex House 
Glen Gray Ore 
Firenze 
Sandino & Fairchild 
Dick Mansfield Ore 
Flying Trapese 
Hazel Willlams 
Freddy Berrens Orc 
Foquet's 
Kuhn 
Lee 


Lee 
Cela 
French 
Lolita 
Norene 
Muriel Seabury 
Walter Davies 
Gloria Gilbert 
Maria Desty 
Harold & Lola 
Olympe Bradna 
Les Manginis 
Lelime 3 
Drena 
Witman 
Delso 
Roberts 
Juan 
Guittar 
Emile Boreo 
Don Martone Ore 
Carl Hoff Orc 
H’lyw’d Restaurant 
Sophie Tucker 
Jack Waldron 
Ynez Lavail 
Gloria Cook 
Theodore & Temple 
Vira Niva 
Jonny Wells 
Terry Lawlor 
Marion Martin 
Ann Graham 
Catherine O'Neal 
Smith Ballew Ore 
Hotel Astor 
Jack Berger Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
James Koegan 
Florence & Alvarez 
Virginia Verril 
Shep Fields Orc 
Hotel Buckingham 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Edouard Fontana 


Hotel Commodore 
Johnny Johnson Or 
Hotel Delmonico 

Julie Gilespie 
Alex Fogarty 
Harry Tuker Orc 
Hotel Edison 
H&M ne 


Peggy \.. nn 
Michael ‘Tree Ore 


Hotel Fifth Ave 
Mishel Gorner’s Orc 
Hotel Gov. Clinton 
Don Richards Orc 
Hetel Gt. Northern 
Ferdenando Orch 

Hotel Lexington 
M Schuster Orc 

Hotel McAlpin 
Jimmy Blake 
Barker 3 
Frank Daily Orc 
Flessie Osbeck 

Hotel Montcialr 
Ona Leonovitch 
Toya Sasabe 
DeLimas 
Marti Michel Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
Barbara McDonald 
Randalls 
Ozzie Nelson 
Hote) Park Lane 
Max Bergere Orc 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Hal Kemp Ore 

Hotel Plaza 
Emil Coleman Orc 
A & R Demarco 
Hotel Ritz-Carlton 
Arman Vecsey Ore 

Hotel Roosevett 
Bernie Cummins Orc 
Bernice Parks 

Hotel St. Moritz 
Rosalean & Seville 
Galli-Galli 
Leon Navara Orc 

Hotel St. Regis 
Johnny Green Ore 
Marjory Logan 
Jimmy Farrell 

Hotel Weylin 
John Hoysvadt 
Gypsy Marko Orc 
Rosaleen & Seville 
Charlie Wright 
Hernandez Bros 

House of Lords 
Beverly Roberts 
Michael Zarin Orc 

Jimmy Kelly's 
3’ Kiviera boys 
Joan Miller 
Louise Sterling 
Midgie Parks 
Alma Halsey 
Billy Mack 
Jean McCauly 
Princess Spattedelk 
Carter & Schaub 
Frederico & B'rb’ra 
Madeline Hughes 


ore 


Casinu 


Benauenta 
Carney 


Pearl Forrester 
Chas Albert Ore 


Eric Zardo 
Arthur Warren Or« 


Lescargot d’Or 
Earl Moss Ore 


Leon & Eddie's 


Billy Reed 
Paul Duke 
Ann Haines 
Hal Simpson 
Lee Gardner 
Bernice Parks 
Tie Toc Girls 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Maison Voyant 
A Valentino Ore 
Spivy 
Rita Belle 
Monte Rosa 
Frank Marino 
Peter Gallo 
Maria Donia 
Mon Paris 
Gladys Baxter 
Arnold & Hawkins 
Gene Fosdick Ore 
Herrera Orc 


Normandie 
Yacht Club 4 
Dorothy Lamour 
Ana Estasen 
Eddie Elkins Ore 
DeHaurte’s Ens 


Old Roumanian 
Thais 
Sadie Banks 
Jack Hirsch 
Ruth Wynn 
Ronnie de Camp 
Ethel Bennett 
Anita Feodorowna 
Abrasha Ore 


Paradise 


Paul Whiteman Orc 
Durelle Alexander 
Ramona 

King’s Men 

John Hauser 


Place Elegent 


Victoria Faust 
Tommy Millis 


Place Piquale 
Northway & Danillo 
Dick Gasparro Ore 
Marion Chase 


Rainbow Room 


Donna & Medrano 
Odette Myrtil 
Jolly Coburn Ore 


Savoy-Plaza 


Bob Grant Orc 
Dwight Fiske 


Stork Club 


Earl Sande 

Gay Adams 
Vercelle Sis 

Carolyn Nolte 
Hayward Powers Or 


Taft Grill 


Geo Hall Ore 
Loretta Lee 
The Ranch 
Jerry Blanchard 
Ted White 
Beale St Boys 
Honey Burns 
Mary Rose 


Thomashefsky’s 


Boris Thomaskefsy 
Regina Zuckerberg 
Sammy Colton 
Marry Littman Orc 
Florence Klug 
Mme. Charova 

Irv Bercowitz 
Gertie Bullman 
Ches Doherty Rev 


Town Casino 


Geo Owens 

Adrian Valerie 
Grace Morgan 
Allan Cole Ore 


Tokay Rest 
Eddie Ashman Orc 
Sandor 
Hungarian Rev 

Trouville 
Jim Miller Ore 
Versailles 


Helen Morgan 
Claire Deerfield 
Fox & Walters 
Rodriguez Bd 
Jos Smith Ore 
Village Barn 
Accent & Jenesco 
Josh Medders 
Olive White 
Dick Robertson 
Jack Ryan 
Vill’ge Barn Cutups 
Rich Cole Sis 
Julie Wintz Ore 
Village Nut Club 
Jack Fagan 
Sheer Bros 
Beebe Moffet 
Aileen Cooke 
Val Vestoff 
Floria Vestoff 
Milton Mann Ore 


Waidert-Asisria 


Yvonne Bouvier 
Paul & Eva Keyes 
Consuelo 

Milton Douglas 
Carmen Castillo 
Xavier Cugat Ore 
Henry King Ore 





Wivel 
Gregory & Leo 


LOS ANGELES 
Week of April 29 


Beverly Wilshire 
Orville Knapp Ore 

Biltmore Bowl 
Jimmy Grier Orc 
Rhythm Rascals 
Joy Hodges 
Pinkie Tomlin 
Dolores Andre & D 
Clark Gratis & G 
Rose & Kay Lyte 
Ruth Craven 
Bob Shafer 
Lorraine Lee 

Cafe de Paree 
Ray Herbeck Orc 
Peggy Kadin 
Patsy Marr 
Kenny Wilmarth 
T Dawson & Glenn 


Casino 
(Agua Caliente) 
Mile Rene Villon 
Benito Ser 


Roberto 





rano Or 


Maytorena | 





Nina Sandoval 


Lolita 


Terribas & Rojas 
Ricardo Martinez 
Mahan & Rucker 
Nona 
Rosa 
Clover Club 
Maxine Lewis 
H Kobertson Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 
Charmers 


Wagner 


Cocoanut 
Charlotte 
Henry Busse Orc 

Cotton Club 
Leroy Br'mfield & C 
Martha & © Ritchie 
Dudley Dickerson 
Connie Harris 
Taylor & Rutledge 
Flora Washington 
Hesse Benort 
Don Swander 
Les Hite Ore 

Ei Ray Club 
Max 
Jonnny 
Hollywood Stables 
Mille 


Lerner 
Herrick Ore 


‘Fea Gee 


Jerry Clifford 
Brown & Mendell 
Mason & Parvis 
Paul B Stein 
Nat Young Ore 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Nelson Hall Ore 
Italian Village 
C Ganon’s Girls 
Peggy Gilbert Orc 
Albertina Pickens 
I Adelstein’s Orc 
King’s Club 
Dina De Tolly 
Joey Lee Ore 
Marcell Inn 
Stan Clair Ore 


Club New Yorker 
June Marlowe 
Rhythm-Airs 
Claire Francis 
Harry Powell 
Carlos Shaw Orc 


Omar's Dome 
Don Cave Ore 


Palmeros 
Edith Davis 
Alberto Sergio 
Howard Jarrad 
Chux Perex Ore 


Palomar 


Hudson-Metzer Gls 
Dorine & Douglas 
Eddie Howard 

De De Vance 

Stan Noonan 

3 Jokers 3 
Hollywood 3 

Carl Brant * 


Dick Jurgen Ore 
Paris Inn 
Singing Waiters 
Helen Burns 


Thelma 

Rodolfo & Chiquita 

Pete Contrelli Ore 
Pirrone’s 


Dot Roberts 

Glenn Harris 

Ruth Coffer 

Ted Sharp 

Freddie Beardon 
Ann Trezna 
Wallace & Fitzp’t’k 
Joe Marengo Orc 


Sherry’s 


Maybeth Carr 
Doris Dean 

Murray Sis 

Bert Douglas 
Lucille Lehman 
Ronald & Sandra 
Doc Hall-K F W B 
Hi-Jinks (Sun Eve) 
Bob Millar Orc 


3 Little Pigs 


3 Mah Jongs 
Eleanor Briaer 
Gene Tabor 
Irene Barry 
Billie Lane 
Patsy Darr 
Marie Revelle 
Judy Lane 
Leslie Sheckner 
Lou Singer Orc 
Topsy’s 
Dana Buxton 
Doris Collins 
Theda Cramer 
Bobby Thompson 
Geo Reddman Ore 


CHICAGO 
Blackhawk Lou Shatel 
Kay Kyser Orc Danny Alvin's Ore 
Beverley Kirk Harry’s N. ¥. Bat 


Alex'nd’r & Swanson 
Frances Willer 


Chez Paree 
Eddie Garr 
Sims & Bailey 
E Madriguena Ore 
College Inn 
Art Jarrett 
Eleanor Holm 
Olive Olsen 
Chaz Chase 
Chas Agnes Orc 
Colosimo’s | 
Mary Sunde 
Zorine ’ 
Bordine & Carroll 
Harry Stephens 
Bobby Danders 
Countess Boriska 
Bob Tinsley’s Ore 


Club Alabam 


Trudy Davidson 
Dale West 
Virla Vaughn 
Bubbles Reith 
Dot Myers 
Helen Burke 
Bennie Adler 


Club Algiers 


Kay Davison 
Rosita 
Algiers Club Ore 
Evelyn Camen 
The Weismuellers 
Kay Davidson 
Sammy Kahn 
Austin Mack Ore 
Club Minuet 
Frank Sherman 
Rick & Snyder 
Ercelle Sis 
Adelina Possena 
Joan Clark 
Judy Davis 
Meurie Stanton’s Or 
Drake Hotel 
Karre Lebarons 
Ferde Grofe Orc 
Edgewater Beach 
Bill Hogan Ore 
Embassy Club 
Evonne Faith 
Ruth Joffee 
Pep & Ginger 
Roy Fox 


Kenneth Harlan 
Harry Harris 


Phil Furman 
Harry LeGrand 
Sid Raymond 


Hi Hat Club 


Muriel Love 
Helen Carol 
Donna Lupe 
Marian Hale 
Claire Powell 
i3ffe Burton 
Joan Poat 


Lamb’s 
Bob Price 
Peggy Leonard 
Gwyn Rogers 
Edna Stanley 
Dodds Bros 


Palmer House 


Freddy Martin Ore 

Raphael 

Peggy Taylor 

Hal Young 

Abbott Dancers 
Paramount Club 


Billy Gray 
Sammy Walsh 
Ruth Delmar 
Hawalian 4 
Phelps 2 
Joe Marino 
Corlies & Palmer 
Maurie Stein Ore 
Royale Frolics 
Joe Lewis 
Fifi D’Orsay 
Billy Gray 
George Givot 
Henri Lishon Ore 
Terrace Gardens 
Vernon Rickard 
Dave Tannen 
Gagn’n & Br’ught’sa 
Virginia O’Brien Gis 
Stan Myers Ore 
Walnut Room 
(Bismarck Hotel) 
Eddie Leonard 
George Neildoff 
885 Club 


Cafe 





Benny Fields 
Allen Kane’s Ore 





Behind the Keys 





(Continued from page 19) 


succeeding A. L. 
R, Steen, 
the Mainstreet, 

same capacity at 


Gaudet. William 


formerly head usher at 
previously in the 


the Mayfair, has 


suceeded Thomas J, O’Rourke as 


manager of Mainstreet. 


is concentrating 


The latter 


on the Gaiety, 


which he has operated the past 19 


years, 





Birmingham. 


Frolic Negro house was opened 
last week after being dark for about 


three years. Paul 


Engler and R. B. 


Wilby leased the house late last fall 


thee 
Raewaae 


eetesince 


mivings 
here. 


heen 


440 


wr 
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sro houses 


Bronx, N. Y. 


Consolidated Amusement Enter- 
prises has broken ground for a new 
picture house at Mount Eden and 
Townsend avenues, to seat around 


800. Same chain has the Mount 
Eden theatre about four blocks 
away. 

Boston, 


Metropolitan threw a special tea 


party 


Saturday afternoon (27) to 


celebrate the third anniversary of 
the Platinum Salon, saia to be the 
only soda fountain-dance floor lay- 


out of its kind 
theatre. 
Salon ork leader, 


dance, 


Sbreveport, 


in any American 
Sid Reinherz the regular 


conducted at tea 


La. 


Purchase of two suburban the- 
atres and the leasing of a third 
similar theatre now under construc- 


tion 


the C. & C. Enterprises, Inc. 


group will move 


here this summer. 


Was announced last week by 


The 
its headquarters 
It is planning 


to operate and own approximately 
12 theatres in Louisiana by the end 
of the year and will snend $100,900, 
L. N. Krim of Kilgore is president 


of the company and 


R. H. Clem- 


mons of Lake Charles is vice-presi- 





dent, 
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~ Rehearsal Pay Issue Now Up to 


Equity; Manager-Actor Session 


Brings No 


Although a session between the 


managers and Equity to consider 
rehearsal pay did not result in 
agreement, Equity can now g0 


ahead and adopt a regulation which 
would make such additional com- 
pensation actors mandatory. 
There is no basic agreement be- 
tween the association and the man- 
would stop such a 


to 


agers which 
move. 

Most producers are opposed to 
such an idea, according to the sense 
of the joint meeting last Thursday 
(25) nor is Equity all for it, Put 
forth originally by the younger 
group within Equity, calling itself 
the Actors Forum. Group has been 
pretty much inactive since the last 
quarterly association meeting when 
its attempt to name additional 
councillors was defeated. 

There seems to be a sharp divi- 


sion of opinion managerially and in 
the actors ranks over pay for re- 
hearsals, regarded by its proponents 
as sustenance allottment for lesser 
salaried players. Older showmen 
and older Equity executives agree 
that the plan is too radical. Joint 
session was postponed a week from 
its original date because Lee Shu- 
bert, of the managerial old guard, 
was out of town and wished to be 
present to object. 

But younger producers do favor 
sustenance pay. Brock Pemberton 
was the only showman to express 
himself favorably for the move. 
Others have recognized that condi- 
tions warranted this protection for 
actors. 

No Coin Rise 

Figured that since the first week, 
which is the probationary period 
when managers can dismiss candi- 
dates or actors walk out, will not 
call for sustenance money, the add- 
ed cost to managers will not ma- 
terially nick bankrolls. For the 
average show the sustenance coin 
will not be more than $400 weekly, 
and probably less. As many straight 
shows rehearse only three weeks 
the cost would not be prohibitive 
enough to force younger showmen 
to abandon producing plans. 

Equity’s purpose in conferring 
with managers was to get the show- 
men’s slant on the issue, but there 
was no promise that the matter 
would be dropped because of op- 
position. Phere will probably be a 
contest within “quity over rehear- 
sal pay and the issue may go to 
a referendum vote. Whether those 
members attending the annual 
meeting May 31 will have the issue 
placed before them or not is con- 
jectural, but the issue will be 
pressed by the younger group. It is 
one of the paramount objectives 
whieh the Forum has been striving 
ror, 

Palace Shoves Off 
saltimore, April 30. 

The 500-seat showboat Floating 
Palace is currently tied up here un- 
dergoing spring cleaning ard con- 
ditioning, and will next week shove 
off for summer route that will carry 
it up and down the Chesapeake Bay 
and inlets, also through the Tide- 
water region of Virginia. Route 
will run into October, then the ship 
will dodge cooling weather by being 
towed down to the Carolinas, where 
it will play coastal towns, winding 
up around Xmas, 

Palace is owned by Mrs. Nina 
Howard of St. Michaels, Md., and 
this will mark 22d consecutive sum- 


mer season the ship has set forth 
over same route. Charles M. Hunt- 
er, skipper and dramatic director 


since boat was built, will again sail 
in those capacities. He is carrying 
company of 12. 





For the Test Tube 
Hollywood, April 30 

‘Give Till It Hurts,’ a play about 
economics, will be tried in the east 
this summer. Jack Preston. sce- 
narist, is the author. 

If it pans out it may see the light 
of Broadway. 





Decision on Matter 


+ 





Six Play Repertory 
For Springfield Civic 


Springfield, O., April 30. 
Springfield's Civic Theatre plans 
a schedule of six plays for the 1935- 
36 season, each to be presented for 
three nights, instead of two, as has 
been the past setup. 

Theatre group, incerporated, 
boasts a membership of 1,600. 
Franklin Raymond, of New York, 
now is in his fifth year as director. 

He is the only salaried member of 
the organization, services for work 
on sets, stage hands, actors, or- 
chestra and properties being gratis. 


Court Stops Scenic 
Artists from Further 
Boycott of Carroll 


Earl Carroll was granted a tem- 
porary writ of injunction last Fri- 
day (26) restraining the United 
Scenic Artists from continuing an 
alleged boycott against the man- 
ager. Production of the latter’s 
revue ‘Sketch Book’ (nee ‘Vanities’) 


is being held up im the scenic siu- 
dios because of an unpaid bill 
amounting to $6,500 claimed to be 
due on a previous ‘Vanities.’ 

Further argument on the re- 
straining order was carded for 
Monday (29), but postponed by re- 
quest of attorneys who explained 
the matter was to be settled by 
agreement. 

Carroll first asked the legit Code 
Authority to intercede so that the 
show would not be postponed. When 
told the CA only met twice month- 
ly he resorted to the courts. Ac- 
companying the restraining order 
is the stipulation that the manager 
or the Vanwyn Amusement Corpo- 
ration shall deposit in escrow the 
price agreed on for the services of 
the scenic designer of ‘Book.’ 

Shuberts are backing the new 
Carroll show, but have no hand in 
the old claim against Carroll. Show 
has been in rehearsal several weeks. 











PAGING MR. GOLDBERG 


B.O. Men Turn Up Another Phoney 
Pass Chiseler 








Broadway company managers and 
treasurers are trying to discover 
the real identity of a ‘Mr. Goldberg,’ 
known as a pass chiseler who has 
been selling his ducats. Under- 
stood the fellow is operating in a 
haberdashery, with all the busi- 
ness done by telephone, except col- 
lecting coin from suckers. 

Method used is to call the man- 
ager and request a pass, using the 
name of some person well known 
in show _ business. While the 
chiseler has been turned down 
sometimes because his voice was 
not recognized, he has gotten away 
with it frequently. Recently, a box 
office man questioned one of his 
customers and asked who was to 
leave the ducat the answer was: 
‘Mr, Goldberg.’ Word has been 
passed to other theatres. 





Actors’ Fund Meet 


Annual get-together of members 
of the Actors’ Fund of America 
scheduled for May 10 at the Ly- 
ceum theatre. Daniel Frohman 
will preside. 

Meet called for 
cers and trustees. 


election of offi- 





“Unloaded” Gun Again 
Springfield, O., April 30. 


An ‘unloaded’ gun caused a sur- 
prise during an amateur rehearsal 
at Venice High School, Richmond, 
Ind., west of here, Tuesday (23), 
when it was found to be loaded af- 
ter all. Bullet pierced the right 
arm of Emory Stedham, 26, civic 
theatre actor, then struck a rib. 
Whizzed through the youth's back 
and entered the left arm. John 
Brown, 20. who shot Stedham. was 
not held. 


Stedham was rushed to a hospital, 





where he is exnected to re 


eoyver 


Cavanaugh in B’way 
‘Mystery’ If ’n’ When 
Hollywood, April 30 

Hobart Cavanaugh will have one 
of the leads in ‘Sweet Mystery of 
Life’ on Broadway this fall, if War- 
ners can spare him from picture 
commitments at the time. 

Just before departing for the east, 
Herman Shumlin, who will produce 
the play on Warner coin, negotiated 
with the studio but was given no 
definite promise of the _ actor’s 
availability. 


SHUBERT CHILL 
ON HOLLYWOOD 
OPERETTAS 


Los Angeles, April 80. 

L. E. Behymer and Edwin Lester 
are jumping in with a summer sea- 
son of light opera, set to open May 
20 at the Philharmonic Auditorium, 
now that J. J. Shubert’s plans for a 
revival season at Hollywood Bowl 
finally have been moth-balled. 


Alonzo. Price, eastern musical 
stager, is here to direct, with audi- 
tions and rehearsals getting under 
way next week. Pair plans to bring 
out a half dozen musical names for 
big roles, casting the balance lo- 
cally. Program is still tentative but 
will consist of shows such as ‘Vaga- 
bond King,’ ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ ‘Stu- 
dent Prince’ and ‘The Red Miil.’ 

Behymer is L, A.’s principal con- 
cert impresario, while Lester pro- 
duced Adohr milk co.’s ‘Opera of 
the Air,’ and staged a number of 
musical prologs at Grauman’s Chi- 
nese. Has a trained chorus of sing- 
ers from these efforts lined up for 
the musical background. 


Franklin, Selwyn Sued 
On ‘Revenge’ Equity Bond 


Los Angeles, April 80. 

Harold B, Franklin and Arch Sel- 
wyn are being sued here by Joe Le- 
blang’s Central Ticket Agency for 
Amusements for $10,046 declared 
due in connection with an Actors 
Equity bond guarantee of salaries 
for ‘Revenge With Music,’ produced 
at the New Amsterdam theatre in 
New York last November. Com- 
plaint igs brought here because 
Franklin has his residence in Holly- 
wood. 

Defendants agreed, according to 
the charges, to indemnify Leblang 
for any loss the latter might sus- 
tain as guarantor on a $15,000 bond 
posted with Equity. 

The play, featuring Libby Holman 
and Charles Winninger, didn’t pay 
off cast for the week ending Jan. 5 
of this year, whereupon the plain- 
tiff was called upon to provide $11,- 
115 under his guarantee, the com- 
plaint recites. Defendants are said 
to have reimbursed Leblang only 
$969. 

















Amateur Circuit 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 30. 

Theatre League, Utica amateur 
dramatics organization recently 
formed, proposes to establish a 
chapter in Syracuse, with additional 
units in prospect for Albany, Schen- 
ectady and Rome. 

Each branch of the League will 
present one three-act play in its 
own city and then take it on tour 
to others affiliated, with subscrip- 
tion financing employed. 








Chase-Lister Starts 


Newton, Ia., April 30. 

Chase-Lister Theatre company is 
to open the tent show season here on 
May 6 and stay indef. Cast of 26 
is here already for rehearsals. 

Aggregation has been in the hands 
of the late William Lister and Glenn 
Chase for more than 30- years, has 
toured all sections of the country 
and will spend the present summer 
season in the midwest. 


STAGER FOR TRIX 
Los Angeles, April 30. 
Kathleen Clifford wiii produce 
‘Dignity Be Damned’ with’ 'vixite 





Friganza set for top billing. 





Inside Stuft—Legit 





Picture rights to ‘Post Road,’ current at the Ambassador, N. Y., are 


again on the market. 
been withdrawn. 


Understood objections to its screen use have 
Reputed ban was based on the theory that the play 


tended to exploit a new idea in kidnapping but the script for possible 
usage has been slightly revised and type of several characters changed. 


Prior to its presentation Paramount offered to buy in on ‘Road.’ 


Af- 


ter the premiere $40,000 was the top bid for the rights. 





Interior of the Lambs club Is all dolled up as a result of campaign to 
scrub and decorate the first and second floors at the instance of a newly 


formed activities committee. 


‘Minute men’ were asked to do the work 


and the response from members turned the trick. 
Claimed the club is operating at a profit for the first time in years. 
Increase in the tap room is credited to the committee making it more 


inviting. 





Laurence Schwab and his general manager, Richard Berger, are in 
St. Louis to select the ensemble for the coming open air municipal oper- 


atic season, 


which Schwab will direct. 


While most of the principals 


were selected in New York, the chorus must be engaged locally, There 
will be 34 girls and 34 boys on the vocal end, plus 16 dancers. 
Schwab will return to New York for final arrangements, Berger re- 


maining in St. Louis until fall. 





Al Woods and Mrs, Leslie Carter met in Hollywood last week for the 
first time since their tiff arising out of the production of ‘Shanghai 
Gesture’ over a decade ago and decided to laugh it off. Neither could 
remember clearly the reasons for their acrimonious split, so decided to 
kiss and make up and got together over dinner for a washup of the 


feud. 





Opening of the National Theatre Players, Washington, D. C., Sunday 
(28) was also the occasion of Adelaide Hibbard’s birthday, but she was 


mum about the year despite press attention. 


Mrs, Hibbard is a veteran 


character actress and well known to playgoers in the capital. She is 
the widow of the late George Albee Hibbard, one-time mayor of Boston. 





Ralph W. Long is in the Lutheran hospital, N. Y., for a minor opera- 


tion. 


He was formerly general manager for the Shuberts. 
activity is in insurance and realty. 


Present 





Plays on Broadway 





KIND LADY 


Melodrama in three acts presented at thre 
Booth, N. ¥., April 23, °85, by Potter end 
Haight; written by Edward Chodorov from 
Hugh Walpole’s original; Grace George 
starred, Henry Daniell featured; staged 
by H. C. Potter; $3.30 top. 

Mr. Foster......s++ee+-+.-Francis Compton 
Mary Herries.....sece+++++--Grace George 
Lucy Weston....s+seceseees+-Irby Marshal 
..-Marie Paxton 


HOSE. cocccececee ecccececess 
Phyllis Glenning..........Florence Britton 
Peter Santard...cccecsceseecss Alan Bunce 
Henry Abbott.....seceeee++-Henry Daniell 
AGB. cceccescece ES ke... 
DOctOP. eccccece cescosccsceress Alfred Rowe 
Mr. Edwards....+eeee..-Thomas Chalmere 


Mrs, Edwards...c.sceee++-Elfrida Derwent 
Ageie Edwards............Barbara Shields 
Gustav Rosenber®....+++++++. Jules Epailly 





A thriller without fireworks, ‘Kind 
Lady’ is so well staged and acted 
that it has a good chance to suc- 
ceed despite its late April arrival. 

Outstanding is the reappearance 
of Grace George who, through ill- 
ness, was in retirement for several 
seasons. It is her fine performance 
that lights up ‘Kind Lady,’ a char- 
acterization among the best of her 
career. 

Miss George plays Mary Herries, 
gracious, generous, gentle English- 
woman, a spinster through no wish 
of her own. Her art treasures are 
of such range and value that a 
band of thieves manages to dispose 
of the paintings, while keeping her 
ensnared for several years within 
her fine home in Montague Square, 
London. 

The prologue and epilogue method 
is used by Edward Chodorov in 
dramatizing Hugh Walpole’s story, 
which seems surely pointed for 
Hollywood. Play starts slowly 
after an interesting opening bit. 
After the first night, H. C. Potter, 
who directed, stepped it up and 
second night reaction topped the 
premiere. 


Prologue has Miss Herries start- 
imprisonment to a bank clerk who 
becomes her saviour. Act one has 
the kind lady back from the opera. 
Taking pity on a shabby fellow of 
the pavements, she invites him in 
for tea. Henry Abbott looks like 
a tramp, but is actually a villain. 


Abbott’s quick appreciation of the 
paintings—which for play purposes 
were excellently chosen—arouses 
some interest in Miss Herries and 
that paves the way for the fellow 
to tell of his sad, plight—under- 
nourished wife and infant. 

Second and third acts, particu- 
larly the latter, provide the kick 
of the play. Abbott has contrived 
to bring the supposed wife into the 
Herries mansion by the expedient 
of her fainting on its, door step. A 
phoney doctor is summoned and she 
is carried upstairs to bed. After 
two weeks the kind lady, at the 
urging of a kinswoman, decides to 
oust the intruders, who have been 
augmented by three others of the 
ring. When she orders them out 
she discovers herself entrapped. 
She collapses and there is a long 
siege of prostration. 

Miss Herries is not on friendly 
terms with her sister, whose daugh- 
ter is about to wed an American. 
Laiter, when he calls to find out 
why she did not attend the wed- 
ding, is told by the now fastidious 
Abbott that the kind lady has gone 
abroad. All breaks seem to favor 





Abbott and his mob in their ra- 
pacious scheme, until the man from 
the bank arrives at a moment when 
those who have guarded her are 
not on the job. Through him, her 
plight is finally learned and she 
walks majestically to answer the 
rescuing door-bell. 

Potter and Haight came into the 
Broadway field last season with 
‘Double Door,’ another quiet thriller. 

Chief in support of Miss George 
is Henry Daniell, an English actor 
Whose performance of the crook 
Abbott is A-1. Others in the cast 
are well selected and the produc- 
tion is carefully accomplished. 

Ibee. 


SOMETHING GAY 


Comedy in three acts, presented at the 
Morosco, April 20, °35, by the Shuberts; 
written by Adelaide Heilbron; Tallulah 
Bankhead starred; staged by Thomas Mit- 
chell; $3.30 top. 








NI a bewchne bavcedescdevess Percy Ames 
ME diriecacvd ecoceccccccccse Kent Thurber 
Herbert Grey...sesceceess-+ Walter Pidgeon 
SOE. BONN: 050000665006 46 04 Nancy Ryan 
OP COGRNRssccncsbeessccess Hugh Sinclair 
Monica Grey......ee++-.Tallulah Bankhead 
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Had ‘Something Gay’ premiered 
earlier in the season it might have 
had a chance. A dialog comedy its 
appeal should be to class patronage, 
Limited engagement indicated. 

‘Gay’ has something, despite a 
tittery first act, but mostly that 
something is Tallulah Bankhead. 
Star is making her third appearance 
on Broadway this season, the pre- 


ceding attractions having been 
‘Dark Victory’ and a revival of 
‘Rain.’ Good in both those plays, 


she is tops in the new piece. 


After the first few minutes, Miss 
Bankhead is on the stage virtually 
throughout the performance, Per- 
haps that is why the play seema 
better ‘than it is, for she never lets 
it down. Her Monica. Grey is a 
sparkling young wife, and just be- 
cause she goes to Boston now and 
then to visit her mother, is no rea- 
son why her husband, Herbert, 
should play around with Julia 
Freyne, a vapid widow who lives in 
the same Sutton Place apartment 
house, 


But he does, and that permits the 
reviving of Monica’s love for Jay 
Cochran, young British playwright, 
whe has made all manner of fuss 
over her when she visited Hurope. 
Herbert was Jay’s friend and had 
promised to patch up a quarrel be- 
tween Monica and Jay, but instead 
of that, had wed the gal himself. 


Jay, having scored as a dramatist, 
is visiting New York, where his 
London smash is current. He is 
about to sail back but is on the job 
when Monica has her problem to 
solve. He gives out suggestions on 
how to make Herbert jealous. On 
the night of Jay’s departure, the 
philandering husband walks out for 
an alleged business appointment, It 
isn’t hard for them to figure he is 
with the other woman. Herbert tip- 
toes in from the terrace and over- 
hears them planning a_ phoney 
elopement. But he goes. before 
Monica and Jay clinch, not realizing 
they are in love. So when they das! 

(Continued on page 418) 
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Clearmg Out the Debris 





scrapped entirely. 


capital. 


Fred Marshall, Dorothy Bryant 


Brown. 


perienced show channels. 





Now that Washington has assigned several executives of the 
Federal Emergency Relief Administration to confer with show- 
men in New York for the purpose of possible financing of legit, 
it is indicated that the several plans submitted heretofore will be 


Understood the other proposals which sought money grants of 
from $1,000,000 to $5,000,000 never were seriously regarded in the 
Present move was made at the suggestion of William P. 
Farnsworth, deputy administrator of the legit code, who outlined 
plan at the Code Authority session in New York last week. 

C.A.’s committee to confer with the FERA officials is represen- 
tative of the managerial and labor groups of the theatre: 
land Stebbins, Frank Gillmore, Marcus Heiman, Brock Pemberton, 


Noticeable to showmen that most of the projects brought up for 
national theatres, etc., are either proposed or backed for the most 
part by people not directly in show business. 
is that any coin from the government should go out through ex- 


Row- 


Theodore Mitchell and George 


Farnsworth’s idea 








More Chatter in Washington as 
Congress Studies National Theatre 








Washington, April 30. 

Establishment of a government- 
aupported theatre received addi- 
tional consideration in Congress last 
week follewing introduction of leg- 
islation permitting incorporation of 
a non-profit national art theatre and 
academy. 

Continuing his drab hearings on 
the plan to set-up a Federal de- 
partment of art and science, Repre- 
sentative Sirovich of New York re- 


peatedly threw out the suggestion 
that a Federal subsidy should be 
provided for some sort of theatre 
which would be independent of the 
box office. Hearty support for the 
plan came from Percy Mackaye, 
amateur pageant producer, 

Creation of a theatre free from the 
necessity of making money and 
existing chiefly for the production 
of art for art’s sake would be a 
highly commendable step, Mackaye 
said, noting that an outlet of this 
sort has been advocated and de- 
bated for years. 

Concrete plan for formation of 
national theatre, but witho:t Fed- 
eral backing, was under study by 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. 
Incorporation of nonprofit, nonsec- 
tarian group was proposed in legis- 
lation submitted by Senator Wag- 
ner of New York. 

Organization contemplated under 
Wagner’s measure would have as 
purposes (1) presentation of theatri- 
cal productions of highest type; (2) 
stimulation of public interest in the 
drama; (3) advancement of dra- 
matic interest through production of 
best plays interpreted by best actors 
at minimum expense; (4) encour- 
agement of study of drama in col- 
leges, universities and schools; and 
(5) sponsoring of art and technic 
of the theatre through a _ school 
within the projected academy. 

List of celebrities, practically 
none of them connected with legit, 
would be incorporators. Whole 
group comprises Leopold Stokow- 
ski, Mrs. Eli Kirk Price, George W. 
Norris, Samuel S, Fleisher, Amory 
Hare Hutchinson, Otto T. Mallery, 
Roland S. Morris, Mrs. George Hor- 
ace Lorimer, J. Howard Reber, Mary 
Stewart French, Clara R. Mason, 
Mrs. Leopold Stokowski, of Phila- 
delphia; Mrs. Richard F. Cleveland, 
Hugh Hampton Young, Richard F. 
Cleveland, Mrs. Donald Symington, 
B. Howell Griswold, Mrs. John W. 
Garrett, and John W. Garrett of 
Baltimore; Mrs. Stanley McCormick 
of Chicago; Ann Morgan, John H. 
Whitney, Mrs. Harold I, Pratt, Mrs. 
W. Murray Crane, A, Conger Good- 
year, Joy Montgomery Higgins, Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur Woods, C. Lawton 
Campbell, John H. Finley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Cass Canfield, William Rhine- 
lander Stewart, Mrs. Linzee Blag- 
gen, John W, Davis, Francis Anita 
Crane, Frank L. Polk, Betty Hawley, 
Edward M. M. Warburg of New 
York; William Green, Mrs. Larz 
Anderson, Mabel Boardman and Mrs. 
Charles Hamlin of Washington; 
and Felix duPont of Wilmington. 
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LEGITS GO MODERN 


Three Broadway Houses Going for 
Cooling Systems 








Broadway legit managers are 
growing air condition-minded, with 
the result that at least three the- 
atres will soon be equipped with 
modern cooling systems. Alvin and 
Miller theatres will have the instal- 
lations, which showmen heretofore 
regarded as prohibitive in cost. 
Playhouse installation was ordered 
some weeks ago. 

Each theatre mentioned is hous- 
ing a hit and all three attractions 
are regarded as certain summer 
stayers. They are ‘Three Men On 
a Horse,’ Playhouse; ‘Anything 
Goes,’ Alvin, and ‘Personal Appear- 
ance,’ Miller. 

William A. Brady was first to 
decide on the air-conditioning im- 
provement, other showmen then 
becoming interested. Few legit 
houses have modern cooling sys- 
tems, but most have blowers con- 
nected with stored ice. Latter 
method is not considered practical 
after the audience is seated. 


Mols. Free Show 
Project Causes 
Plenty Rumpus 








April 30. 


investi- 


Minneapolis, 


finnesota state senate 


gating committee, in its report to 
the main body of legislators, found 
plenty amiss with the FERA proj- 
ect known as the American Arts 
Theatre association and also known 
as the ‘Oxford Players.’ 

Appears from the report that the 
Oxford players spent $15,000 in Fed- 
eral and state relief funds to estab- 
lish a typical Minnesota theatrical 
company ‘devoted to producing 
American classics of drama.’ 3ut, 
the senate report says: 

‘These alleged actresses and ac- 
tors did nothing but provide a win- 
ter’s cruise in the southern states 
for the players who constituted the 
group. No performance of any kind 
was put on in Minnesota.’ 

3efore taking the ‘cruise’ the com- 
pany reheased for almost three 
months in Minneapolis. Only one 
of the cast of players in the ‘Ox- 
ford group’ was in ‘needy’ circum- 
stances. Several boast parents of 
means. 

Investigation also showed that 
‘one of the very few actresses in 
Minneapolis who could be classed 
as professionally proficient, and who 
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GH MAKING COIN 
AVAILABLE SOON 


Series of Conferences Set to 
Discuss Remedial Proc- 
esses—Gov’t Entry in 
Show Biz, More Unem- 
ployment Relief and Fi- 
nancial Backing for Indi- 
vidual Producers Among 
Projects 





_—_ 


REVIVING THE ROAD 





Washington, A;~'] 30. 


What can be done about reviving 
the road is the current problem in- 
teresting government officials con- 
cerned with unemployment relief 
and legit problems. Looks like 
something will materialize shortly. 

Series of conferences with com- 
mittees of producers, actors, stage- 
hands, and other parties has been 
mapped out by Deputy Administra- 
tor William P. Farnsworth in the 
hope of working out a concrete pro- 
gram to expand employment and 
help the industry. Discussions are 
slated to start next week, with sub- 
ject on the schedule for the code 
authority meeting May 8. 


Possibility of an ambitious relief 
program under the Federal Emer- 
gency Relief Administration, of 
financial backing for producers, and 
of direct government entry into the 
show-business are some of the steps 
under consideration. 


Round of discussions has been 
going on between Farnsworth and 
the FERA bosses, while Jacob 
Baker and Arthur Goldschmidt, key 
men in the relief outfit, plan to sit 
in at the C, A. session next week. 
Representatives of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation may tag 
along. 


Loosen Purse-Strings 

With purse-strings now untied 
and the $4,880,000,000 work-relief 
program in motion, Relief Adminis- 
tration is expected to give permis- 
sion to state agencies to undertake 
new theatrical ventures, while the 
expansion of the Civilian Conserva- 
tion Corps is expected to result ina 
great increase in the number of 
companies trouping the tree cir- 
cuits, 

Idea of the government lending 
coin to help private producers is 
getting serious study, although the 
R.F.C. has been cool to direct over- 
tures from managers who had 
hoped to borrow some of the cash 
available for loans to industry. 
Huge Federal banking outfit so far 
has been running on policies re- 
quiring stiff security and looking 
askance at the idea of risking its 
coin in anything as uncertain as 
theatrical productions, but the 
board of directors is now believed 
thawing. Pressure from within the 
government may be able to turn 
the trick. 

Revival of the road is regarded 
by both the NRA and the FERA as 
the only important hope of relief 
for both jobless actors and wailing 
producers, and the joint interest is 
believed to signify that a real ef- 
fort will be made along one of 
these lines. Although the FERA is 
primarily concerned with assuring 
subsistence for the jobiess, it is 
taking a long-range view of the 
legit situation and may go in for a 
partly permanent rather than a pal- 
liative proposal. 





Erlanger Estate Socked 


National City Bank last week 
took judgment against the Er- 
langer estate for almost $400,000, 
with the cause of action being 
notes alleged long overdue. 

One judgment, for $217,213, was 
filed against the Caesar Theatre 
Corp. and Mitchell L. Erlanger, and 
the other, amounting to $181,383, 
named the A. L. Erlanger Realty 





really was in dire circumstances, 
was refused admittance to the 
group.’ 





Corp. and Mitchell L, Erlanger. 








Equity to Vote on Sunday Issue 
May 27, May Force a Referendum; 


New Deal May 





Oversight 


Washington, April 39. 

Neither Senator Wagner nor 
Congressmen Sirovich remem- 
bered that Otto H. Kahn died 
during the past year. In Dill 
currently being puslked in Con- 
gress by the duo, the late 
banker is named as one of the 
proposed board of notables for 
directing the project. 

And none of the Washington 
scribes even caught on. 














HARRIS RILES 
SPEED BOYS: 
JAIL TERM 


Pasadena, April 30. 

Speed cops threw the book at Jed 
Harris last Christmas when they 
caught up with him after a 52-mile- 
an-hour sprint. Ticket read speed- 
ing, failure to have a driver’s license 
and ditto for not having his regis- 
tration card in plain sight. 

Legit producer pocketed the sum- 
mons, chuckled and was away in a 
cloud of dust. He must also have 
uttered some uncomplimentary re- 
marks, for the gendarmes laid for 
him when he failed to show for trial, 
giving the lads the laugh from far 
off New York. 

When the word went out Friday 
(26) that Harris was seen in Josef 
Von Sternberg’s car the lads hopped 
on their bicycles and stretched a 
dragnet. Cornered in the Von Stern- 
berg home he submitted meekly. 

Following day Judge Newell heard 
how Harris had given the putt-put- 
ters the runaround and pronounced 
sentence: three days in jail and $25 
fine. Court insisted that the dur- 
ance vile be complied with before 
May 4. 

Von Sternberg posted $250 bail so 
Harris could get a few good whiffs 
of fresh air before he cooled his 
heels in the bastile. 


HOWARD TO PRODUCE 
FRITZ BLOCKI PLAY 


Chicago, April 30. 

Willie Howard is readying a 
legit show, a comedy drama titled 
‘Tiouse of Chance’ and being written 
by Fritz Blocki, local p.a. and 
former dramatic critic. 

Howard is planning a summer 
tryout of the play before a New 
York opening in the fall. If done 
in the east will probably be staged 
by Harold Clurman, stage director 
for the Group theatre, with whom 
Howard has already negotiated. 

Howard is now completing some 
vaude time before heading to the 
west coast for a Paramount assign- 
ment. 











Van Druten Sailing to 
Set Show in London 


John van Druten, whose ‘Flowers 
of the Forest’ is current at the Beck, 


N. Y., starring Katharine Cornell, 
gails Saturday (4) for London. He 
will supervise rehearsals of ‘La 


Voie Lactee,’ which he adapted from 
the French, which will be shortly 
presented in London. 

Play will have the literal title 
‘The Milky Way.’ Latter title was 
used in a prize-fight comedy on 
jroadway last season. ‘Lactee’ was 
tried out at Locust Valley, L. I., last 
summer under the name of ‘All 
Paris Knows,’ but it was not pre- 
sented in New York. 
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Revive Nabe Legit 


Among the first bills signed by 
Governor Herbert Lehman of New 
York upon his return from a vaca- 
tion following the termination of 
the Assembly sessfon, were those 
legalizing Sunday legit perform- 
ances on Broadway and other stands 


in N. Y. state, if those communities 
so wish. Governor could have held 


off okaying the measures for a 
month, but decidea it was legisla- 
tion about which there should be no 
further discussion, 

Metropolis heretofore being a 
Sunday town in almost all respects, 
now becomes one in fact, with legit 
shows running. Governor pointed 
that out in commenting on the bills, 
when affixing his signature. He 
went into detail, pointing out that 
sporting events and other Sunday 
diversions were available, indicat- 
ing what has been contended right 
along in the Sunday campaign, that 
legit shows and theatres are dis- 
criminated against. 


Equity leaders, when asked to 
comment on the legalization of 
Sundays, replied that they had put 
up a good fight and had lost. Made 
no explanation why Sundays were 
opposed other than that the mem- 
bers so wished it. Sundays will 
definitely come up for vote at 
Equity’s annual meeting May 27. 
If the membership present reverses 
the opposition of five years ago, it 
may still be decided to put the is- 
sue to all members by referendum, 
That would mean that former legit- 
ers now in California, with little 
idea of returning, may weigh heave 
ily in Equity’s decision. 

Split Possibilixy 

Possibility of a split in Equity 
over Sundays is conceded. Younger 
group is believed not to object to 
Sundays along the lines of its credo 
that it favors any progressive meas- 
ure which would enhance employ- 
ment. Contention of managers, too, 
is that some shows will be enabled 
to run longer if having support of 
Sunday trade. 

Action okaying Sundays by New 
York City’s board of aldermen must 
come before such performances are 
fully legalized under the local op- 
tion clause of the new laws. No 
hitch is expected in that direction, 
but it is doubtful if managers will 
attempt immediately thereafter to 
go into Sunday snows, 

While it is generaly accepted that 
Sunday legit as a regular thing may 
not start until next season, there 
are s€Verai standuvut shows housed 
in theatres which are to be air con- 
ditioned within the next few weeks, 
Therefore not unlikely that such at- 
tractions will add Sunday nights 
during the approaching summer. It 
is, however, known that during 
warm periods, Mondays are gener- 
ally better than Saturdays, and the 


same may be found to be true as to 
Sundays. That’s because of week- 
ending. 
Subway Circuit 
Another expected development, 


and one which may prove quite im- 
portant to legits, is the expectation 
that Sundays will reopen the sub- 
way circuit. There were six such 
theatres operating in the neighbor- 
hoods and Newark until the depres- 
sion. None is lighted for attrac- 
tions now. 

If New Jersey follows New York 
in legalizing Sunday legits, all 
former neighborhood legits may be 
in operation within the coming sea- 
son. Argument against Sundays in- 
cluded one to the effect that Sunday 
patrons are lower-priced ticket cus- 
tomers. Because pop prices obtain 
in the neighborhoods, it is all the 
more reason to believe that such 
theatres will revert to the policy for 
which they were built. 
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Notre Dame Cathedral Background 
Of Miracle Play in Paris Try for 
Return to Town of Tourists 


cette > 
Paris, April 21. 
An outdoor performance of ‘The 
True Mystery of the Passion,’ mir- 
acle play, in front of the Notre 


Dame cathedral is planned as the 
theatrical high spot of the current 
Paris season, which is being organ- 
ized to lure tourists to the French 
capital. Date set is June 18. 

Pierre Aldebert, Odeon stage di- 
rector, will put on the show. He'll 
have the use of the bells of Notre 
Dame for musical accompaniment, 
and the great organ of the cathedral 
will also be played, doors of the 
church being left open so it can be 
heard. 

Chorus will be sung by choir boys, 
and athletic clubs will furnish ex- 
tras for the crowd scenes. Parts 
will be taken by a troupe which has 
already performed the miracle play 
at Laon. Cardinal Verdier, arch- 
bishop of Paris, is giving his aid. 

Official Paris festivities will be- 
gin at the end of May and continue 
until the first week in July. Be- 
sides the miracle play there will be 
a ball at the Opera on May 28, 
which will be the first official 
event; a number of horse and auto- 
mobile races, galas at the state the- 
atres, kids’ parties and garden 
fetes. The French want to do some- 
thing to compete with the jubilee 
in England and to entice tourists 
who come for the king’s big party 
across the channel. 

Railways will give 60% reductions 
for foreigners from the border or 
port of entry to Paris, ticket being 
valid for six days. Thereafter 40% 
rate cuts will be allowed for travel- 
ing anywhere in France. Autos 
will be admitted to the country 
merely on the showing of foreign 
drivers’ licenses. 


CAFE BUSINESS 
IN NAZI REICH 


Nuremberg, April 21. 

Fanatical anti-Semites here lost 
a bout with cafe owners, but the 
latter lost one member to the con- 
centration camp. 

Party leaders in this, the worst 
Jew-baiting section in Germany, or- 
dered cafe owners to hang out signs 
reading: 

‘This is a German cafe, no Jews 
desired.’ 

So the Jews stayed at home and 
drank their coffee, as did hundreds 
of non-Nazis. Result, cafe owners 
appealed to Ritter von Epp, fairly 
liberal Nazi boss of Bavaria, who 
ordered the signs removed. 

One owner went too far, however, 
and hung out a sign saying ‘all 
guests welcome.’ 

He got six months. 


Rome Gov't Takes Over 
Legit Censor Bureau 














Rome, April 19. 

Ali legit censorship authority, 
heretofore held by the Ministries of 
the Interior, of Corporations, and 
of Education, is going over into the 
hands of the Under Secretary of 
State for Press and Propaganda. 
This is in accordance with a re- 
cent law which places all branches 
of the theatre under eye of gev- 
ernmental supervision by virtue of 
an Inspectorship of the Theatre, a 
bureau also responsible to the Un- 
dersecretary of Press and Propa- 
ganda. 

Also included in this is the State 
Phonograph Record Library, which 
has now been delegated to the of- 
fice of the Undersecretary. 





New England in Moscow 


Moscow, April T. 

Dhimah, young American dancer, 
is giving a series of dance recitals 
here under the auspices of the Peo- 
ples Commissariate of Education to 
acquaint Soviet public with the ‘left’ 
dance movement in America. 

Such pieces as ‘New England 
Spinster’ are regarded as master- 





Censor Mollified 


London, April 21. 

Leslie Henson & Firth Shepherd 
have had censor trouble in getting 
their ‘Kiss in a Taxi’ show passed 
for production. Show is an old 
farce done in America some years 
ago. 

Trouble is now practically settled, 
after many alterations and deletions, 


and contracts signed with Delysta 
and George Robey to co-star, 


Mexico City’s May 
Ist Labor Day Means 
All Theatres Shut 


Mexico City, April 30. 
Pleas of the amusement industry 
to the civil government to be al- 
lowed to function on May 1 have 


again been rejected. May 1 is labor 
day here and the most strictly ob- 
served holiday of the year. 
Governmental nix means that all 
cinemas, legits and other forms of 
amusement will shutter for the day. 
City will also be without food; 
restaurants and eateries are per- 
force shut also, 


AMERICAN NAMES FOR 
BRIT. ‘HORSE’ VERSION 


London, April 21. 

J. L. Sachs, legit producer, has 
lined up a bankroll of $50,000 to 
produce Eddie MHoran’s ‘All the 
King’s Horses. Sachs claims he 
has a new adaptation, which is 
much better than the American one. 
It is to be titled, ‘A Royal Ex- 
change,’ and will be produced by 
William J. Wilson and Tom Rey- 
nolds. 

Backers are ready with the coin, 
but they insist on one condition, 
that the cast include at least one 
big American name. Dickerings are 
on for Jeanette Macdonald, Ramon 
Novarro or John Boles. 

‘Horses’ was a New York legit 
before being made into a Paramount 
film. 

















‘ENOUGH,’ SAYS SIR BEN 


Loses $100,000 on Opera, So Goes 
Back to Film Biz 








Melbourne, April 19. 

Sir Ben Fuller has had enough of 
grand opera for a spell. 

Failure of the government to sup- 
port the knight’s plans for a per- 
manent troupe here spelt finis to the 
current season. Imported warblers 
have been given notice, and the gang 
disbands this week. Understood the 
opera try has set back the Fuller 
bankroll to the tune of $100,000. 

Sydney took kindly to the opera 
season, but .the Melbourne mob 
stayed away, even when a repeat 
season was tried in conjunction with 
Williamson-Tait. From now on Sir 
Ben says he will stick to films. 


Roberta’ Anzac Click 


Sydney, April 10. 

‘Roberta’ is now in its second 
week here and clicking in no uncer- 
tain manner. Williamson-Tait spent 
plenty on this one, giving the locals 
a production crammed with every 
element of entertainment. 
Cast includes Madge Eliiott, Cyril 





Richards, Ethel Morrison, Leslie 
Crane, Frank Leighton and Leo 
Franklyn. After playing to very 


big trade in Melbourne, the Sydney 
run should spell velvet all along. 


HOLY WEEK B.0. 
NSB. IN PARIS 


+ 





Paris, April 21. 
Holy Week, always bad for busi- 
ness here, was less disastrous than 
usual for legit and films in Paris 
this year, for three reasons: (1) 
business was so bad in most spots 


already that it couldn’t get much 
worse; (2) weather was chilly and 
raining for this time of year, so that 
outdoor competition was diminished, 
and (3) religious influence appears 
less powerful than ever here. 

Some years ago subsidized thea- 
tres all closed for Good Friday. Now, 
all but the Opera remain open. Un- 
til recently the Comedie Francaise 
put on a Passion play that day, but 
not this year. : 

In films, ‘Golgotha,’ Passion film 
at Marignan, is timely and doing 
biz, but it might have done so at 
any time of the year, it’s so good. 
In other houses a slump is being 
felt, except at Rex, where Francis 
A. Mangan shows, about which the 
public is hearing despite nearly non- 
existent advertising, are boosting 
the gross steadily at the rate of 
some $5,000 increase weekly. 

Music shows in legit theatres are 
showing the seasonal decline. Jo- 
sephine Baker’s ‘Creole,’ at the Ma- 
rigny, one of the year’s hits, has 
been in the red for some weeks, but 
is being kept alive in the hope that 
when the Paris season starts at the 
end of May, and tourists begin to 
visit the town, the grosses will soar 
again. 


Government Wipes Out 
Italian Legit Monopoly 


Rome, April 19. 

Strangle hoid which the Suvini 
and Zerboni company has had on 
the legitimate theatre all over the 
country has been broken. New con- 
dition is made possible through the 
resignation of the Board of Man- 
agement of the company and the 
nomination of Comm. Piamonti, of 
the Ministry of Corporations, to the 
helm of the new board. 

Group had what was tantamount 
to a monopoly in native legit for 
years. 











Wollheim Revue 


London, April 21. 

Eric Wollheim, agent-impresario, 
is lining up a revue, first sponsored 
by him in years. Doing it in asso- 
cation wth the Savoy hotel man- 
agement at the Savoy theatre. 

Show is being written by Row- 
land Leigh, just back from Holily- 
wood, in association with Desmond 
Carter and Reginald Arkeil. Woli- 
heim is off to the continent to scout 
names. 








Although in Need of Coin, Jews in 
Germany Spreading Theatre Work 





Berlin, April 21. 

Despite continued financial diffi- 
cu'ties, leaders of the Jewish Cul- 
tural Society are planning an ex- 
tension of their program for sum- 
mer and fail activities. 

In broadening out, officials of the 
society will enlist younger Jewish 
artists, actors and lecturers to carry 
entertainment into the smaller Ger- 





pieces of American realism. 


man towns which have Jewish 
colonies. 

It is the goal of the Jewish Cul- 
tural Society to furnish entertain- 
ment and relaxation and moral 
stimulus to every village in. Ger- 





many wherein 50 or more Jews live. 

During the past winter, Jewish 
groups in Cologne, Berlin, Frank- 
furt and Breslau were the largest 
operating. These sent splitter par- 
ties, generally a singer, instrumen- 
talist and lecturer, into the smaller 
towns on the average of once a 
month. 

In Berlin a huge theatre was 
leased and plays given throughout 
the winter to capacity audiences, all 
Jews, the government forbidding 
Aryans to attend performances and 
making this a condition of the con- 
cession granted the Jewish soctety. 





2 of Week's 4 London Shows Look 
Hot; Miller's ‘Tovaritch’ and ‘1066 





Mei 


Lan Fan in Russia 


Moscow, April 7. 

Mel Lan Fan, China's most fa- 
mous actor, opens an engagement in 
Moscow towards the end of this 
month on the invitation of VOKS, 
All-Union Society for Cultural Re- 
lations with Foreign Countries. 

Mei Lan Fan will bring six plays 
to Moscow, including some of the 
best known of the classical Chinese 
dramas. His repertory is said to 
consist of over 400 plays, most of 
which he produced himself. In some 
cases he has rewritten the texts of 
old classical plays. 


‘Anything Goes’ 
Lead Finally Set, 
Jeanne Vice Gert 


London, April 30. 

Jeanne Aubert hag finally been 
signed here to play the lead in ‘Any- 
thing Goes’ ih its London produc- 
tion. Deal with Gertrude Lawrence 
for the lead fell through because 
Miss Lawrence won't be ready in 
time. 

C. B. Cochran has had a tough 
time casting the show but-now fig- 
ures on getting the rehearsals 
started pronto. 


| PLAYS ON BROADWAY | 
SOMETHING GAY 


(Continued from page 46) 


out Herb laughs, believing she'll be 
back presently. Curtain has him 
warbling something about waiting 
and that’s what he does. 

‘Gay’ is a good title and there is 
a fair content of comedy and 
giggles. 

Miss Bankhead has excellent sup- 
port from Hugh Sinclair, a likeable 
English actor. It did seem at times 
that the pair were having a cigarette 
smoking contest, but they are sup- 
posed. to be highly strung people. 
Walter Pidgeon, missing for some 
time, does a good enough job as the 
husband. Best of the others in the 
short cast are Percy Ames, as the 
butler, and Roy Gordon, as a broker. 

Setting is very good taste and 
looks the McCoy. Ibee. 


SYMPHONY 














presented at the 





Drama in two acis, 

Cort, N. Y., April 26, °35, by Michael 
Myerberg; written by Charles March; 
staged by Felix Weisberger; $2.75 top. 

PIGS ccccccdosccvcceressescoes Seth Arnold 
Gitl ccccocecsoeesccovcces Patricia Randolph 
Prudence Chandler........... Edith Barrett 
MONte® cecscccccecs eeeccces Suzanne Caubaye 
Marylou Dayton........e.eee Ruth Matteson 
Diane Watson.......seseeeees Ann Thomas 
BIO ceccccaveseceesessecnceses Lillian Green 
Priscilla Ross...ccscsssessseee Hene Damur 
Estelle Joyce.....s0..-s- Margot Stevenson 
Dorothy March... Adrienne Matzenauer 
Mrs. Chandler. ...c.e.se.c0%- Beverly Bayne 
Whitely ....cccccccccsccces Tom Stevenson 
Mr. Chandler...c.ccccesess Herbert Warren 
Bob Bennett..... ecccecces. Sherling Oliver 
Mrs, Fawcett..cccsccscccessess/ Alice Fischer 
OrlOVE 2 cacccccccccscccccesesesocs Batam! 
Radio Voice.......ceeee «Ted de Corsia 
Ceres CLARO .. cvcscesecces. Oliver Barbour 


Arthur Garflield............ Fred de Cordova 
Dick Watson 

Mrs. Ralston 
Baranofft 








mana cer 
poets Sete 7 as 


the 
and author and the combo doesn't 


First time out for 
jell. ‘Symphony’ goes down as one 
of those things that Broadway won't 
take. 

Extremely spotty, with some 
poetic bits, the play seems suited to 
bleak November rather than near 
May. Just what was in the author’s 
mind doesn’t appear clear but it 
seems that he is carrying the torch. 

Story has to do with a straight- 
shooting New York debutante who 
is about to wed a wealthy youth but 
is in love with a young author. 
She enters a confessional at St. 
Patrick’s cathedral and tells the 
priest her plight. The unseen voice 
in this rather effective opening ad- 
vises that she should wed the man 
of her heart. 

Words of the cleric are from Kah- 
1f1 Gibran’s ‘The Prophet,’ a literate 
passage of no little effectiveness. 
Throughout the play the picture 
technique of unseen music is fol- 
lowed but at times the wail of a 
violin, probably a record, is distress- 


ing. That Tchaikowsky’s ‘Sym- 
phony Pathetique’ is used gives 
some indication that the play is 


anything but gay. 

Next day Prudence Chandler, the 
poor rich girl, leaves her fiancee flat 
in the church and rushes to the 
arms of her choice, Bob Bennett, 
down in the Village. The clinch is 
almost breath-taking. Bob -is a 
moody guy, and after two years of 
wedlock with Prudence he is morbid 


oe 





London, April 80. 

‘Tovaritch,’ an-adaptation of a 
French comedy by Jacques Deyal, 
opened at the Lyric Wednesday 
(24) and was royally received. It 
was adapted by Robert Sherwood, 
American playwright, and producea 
by Gilbert Miller with Cedric Hard- 


wicke and Eugenie Leontovich 
heading the cast. Sure to be a 
success here, just as it has been in 
Paris for the past two seasons. 

‘Ten Sixty-six and All That,’ new 
play at the Strand Thursday (25) 
is an amusing satire on British his- 
tory. It promises: to be a sensa- 
tional success here. 

‘The Shadowman,’ which also 
opened Thursday (25) at the Pic- 
cadilly, is a mystery medodrama 
and just average for a show of this 
calibre, 

Pretty But Slow 


‘Dancing City,’ at the Coliseum 
Friday (26), is a gorgeously staged 
big musical with a Viennese back- 
ground. Has an old-fashioned plot, 
however, plus inane comedy and in- 
different music, so not likely to go 
anywhere. Doesn’t stand up against 
any of the big Coliseum musicals 
in the past. 

Vernon Sylvaine, author of sev- 
eral morbid one-act plays, tried his 
hand at a full evening’s stage writ- 
ing, which was produced at the 
Duke of York’s April 9 under the 
title ‘And a Woman Passed By.’ 

Designed as phychological char- 
acter studies, most of them well 
acted, the whole thing is merely a 
slab of turgent morbidity and can- 
not possibly have any appeal for 
the theatregoer. 


American Act in New 
Revue at Blacknool 





London, April 21. 

De Wolfe, Metcalf and Ford have 
signed a 16 weeks’ contract with 
Jack ‘Taylor’s annual revue at 
Blackpool, opening early in June. 
After termination of the Blackpool 
run, show goes on a five months’ 
tour for General Theatres Corp. 

Meanwhile, Sally Metcalf and 
Eileen Ford sail for their home in 
Boston after two years’ consecutive 
work in Europe, making their stay 
here the second longest of the cur- 
rent American contingent (longest 
stay being credited to Wilson, Kep- 
pel and Betty), while Billy De 
Wolfe is off to Juan Les Pains to 
spend a holiday with Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Litt, Americans who operate a 
nitery there. 


STOLZ’ NEW HIT 


‘Servus’ Doing Well in Vienna; 
U. S., Brit. Offers 
Vienna, April 19. 
Robert Stolz, composer of the 
now famous operetta, ‘White Horse 








Inn,’ has hit another bull’s-eye. 
His new revue, ‘Servus, Servus,’ 
(‘Cheerio, Cheerio’) is sweeping 


Vienna and promises to have a 
longer run than his earlier hit. 

Several British and American 
producers already are negotiating 
for production rights in England 
and the States. 

Like his previous piece, ‘Servus, 
Servus’ has the Tyrol for its back- 
ground. There is much humor and 
several song hits, including ‘Heav- 
enly Blue Dreams,’ ‘What Would I 
Be If You Would Not Be?’ and ‘A 
Little Bit of Red Pepper.’ 


Lizzi Holzschuh, who _ recently 
starred in Oscar Straus’ new op- 
eretta, ‘Walz Paradise,’ sings the 


leading role. 





and can’t write a 
there is a baby and they live in 
poverty. He thinks of jumping in 
the river but is dissuaded by a 
tramp. Determined to take to the 
open spaces he visits her father to 
say Prudence is coming back, is 
bawled out and suicides with a shot 
gun. Finale has the heroine in 
widow's weeds, beside her babe's 
crib, face shining because Bob had 
said he loved her more than ever. 
Much too sad, and the off stage mu- 
sic giving out ‘Ave Maria.’ 
Production is better than the play. 
Casting fair. Edith Barrett in the 
lead does not seem the best choice 
but doubtful if that matters with 
‘Symphony.’ Ibee. 
(Closed April 27, play lasting tivo 


line. By then 





days; printed for the record.) 
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PA. Drive for Chi Legit BO: 
Holiday O.K. 9G, ‘Life’ Fair at 256 


Chicago, April 30. 

Old-time press agentry for legit 
is coming back in this town, and 
to this rip-roaring publicity cam- 
paigning is due much of the credit 
for the click of a number of shows 
this spring season. Of particular 
credit is the walloping campaign 
for ‘Three Men On a Horse.’ Pub- 
licity staff headed by Joe Flynn has 
figured out a flock of smart angles. 

Angles include a bang-up tie-in 
with the Herald-and-Examiner for 
a cross-word puzzle; tie-ups with 
the Chicago American which had 
Jack Sheehan, featured in the show, 
picking selections for the Kentucky 
Derby. Also several neat street 
stunts. 

Same sort of sock publicity was 
gotten for ‘Hollywood Holiday’ by 
Al Spink and Rod Wagner. Bebe 
Daniels has been hopping around 
town on several tie-in angles and 
each has meant customers. Same 
goes for Ben Lyon and Skeets Gal- 


lagher, latter going on the ether. 


several times with sports anh- 
nouncers on baseball broadcasts. 
These two shows are running along 
nicely. 

Third, ‘Life Begins at 8:40’ has 
gone for publicity in a wide and 
handsome manner but couldn't 
overcome other handicaps, especial- 
ly the confusion of this title with 
the Will Rogers picture. Will not 
stick more than three weeks and 
then heads for Detroit. Next show 
for the Crand is ‘Laburnum Grove.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ Grand (1,200; 
$3.30) (2nd week). Opened Satur- 
day (20) and first week under ex- 
pectations at $25,000. Had figured 
to hit above $32,000 on the initial 
week, 

‘Hollywood Holiday” Selwyn 
(1,000; $2.50) (2nd week). Fair 
reports holding this one down some- 
what, despite natural draw of three 
names. Admish somewhat too high 
for trade, but still on right side by 
a neat margin at $9,000 for the first 


session. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Erlanger 
(1,200; $2.85). Comes in on May 6 
as the sixth and final item of the 
current American Theatre Society 


season, 

‘Three Men On Horse,’ Harris 
(1,000; $2.75) (5th week). Smash 
of the city and of the season. Hold- 
ing up to powerful figures between 
$13,000-$14,000, practically capac- 


ity. 


Tallulah and Russ Art 
Both Greek to Boston 


Boston, April 30. 


‘Something Gay,’ starring Tallu- 
lah Bankhead, left Saturday (27) 
after a week of ups and downs. 
Opened April 19 bullish, but Hub 
crix gave it a damp blanket and biz 
eased off notfceably. Thomas 
Mitchell, the director, came in early 
in the week and did heroic work on 
the piece before it quite the Plym- 
outh. More smiling faces around 
the theatre when it packed off for 
Broadway. Took about $5,000. 

Moscow Art Players were ignored 
by beantown playgoers, with crix 
leaning heavily on prepared synop- 
ses for their reviews; $2,000 at best. 

‘Parade,’ Theatre Guild musical, 
opens at the Colonial May 4, with 
Jimmy Savo on top of the billing. 

‘Three Men on a Horse’ has finally 
been dated in for Boston May 20; 
but the house is as yet undesignated. 
Irish Abbey Players come into the 
Hollis May 27 for a repertoire of 
“rin drama. Boston public has been 
asked in advance for popular re- 
quests. 

No legit in Boston this week until 
Saturday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Something Gay,’ Plymouth. Al- 
though no sock, this light comedy is 
pleasing most of those who come to 
see Miss Bankhead. Much more 
valuable piece of property now than 
when it came in a week ago. Grossed 
about $5,000, only fair. 

Moscow Art Players, Shubert. 
Way over Hub’s head because Rus- 
sians are scarce here. Maybe $2,000. 


_— — 


RUSS PLAY IN SEATTLE 


Seattle, April 30. 
Under direction of Mrs. Florence 
James, local Repertory Playhouse, 
now is preparing ‘Squaring the 
Circle’ with production understood to 
be set later for N. Y. 
Russian farce is by Valentine 
Katayev. It has been tried out sev- 
éral times previously in the U. 8S. 
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D’Oyly Carte Winds Up; 
Sail Fri. for England 


The D’Oyly Carte Opera Co., ex- 
ponents of Gilbert and Sullivan, ter- 
minates its American season Thurs- 
day (2) at Montreal, players sailing 
for London the following morning. 
English organization’s Broadway 
engagement was one of the out- 
standing events of the season, orig- 
inal booking being extended, as it 
was on most of the stands played 
over here. 

Only Canadian cities played were 
Toronto and Montreal, last stand 
being at His Majesty’s in the latter 
city. 


PITT CAN TAKE 
SHAKESPEARE: 
‘SHREW 156 


Pittsburgh, April 30. 
Easter Week didn’t produce any- 











thing out of the ordinary for legit 


‘Taming of 
Shrew’ wound up at the Nixon 
with a rather good gross of around 
About a third of this 
was ATS subscription money, and 
as the show received rave notices 
in all three dailies it should have 
General opinion was, 
however, that piece is a cinch for 


but Lunt-Fontanne’s 


$15,000. 


fared better. 


big coin on Broadway. 

Nixon has another subscription 
play, ‘Rain from Heaven,’ current, 
and that’ll be followed next week by 
the Pitt Cap and Gown show, ‘In the 
Soup.’ ATS still has a sixth play to 
dish up for customers. There was 
talk here last week that a refund 
may be necessary, but a chance now 
that ‘Laburnum Grove’ will come in 
to round out the schedule. 

At the Pitt, ‘‘Sailor, Beware,’ 
which reopened here after a sensa- 
tional week at the Nixon and a Holy 
Week layoff, got just about an even 
break. Sarted off big, but dropped, 
estimating short of $4,000 on the 
session. Town was flooded with 
two-for-ones as well as 40c guest 
tickets, keeping the gross down. 
Local baker, George Jaffe, burlesque 
impresario here, withdrew after 
Saturday night’s (27) performance, 
with show continuing this week on 
its own. 

In the meantime, George Sharp’s 
production of ‘Drunkard,’ at the 
Fort Pitt hotel, scheduled to fold 
last week, took another spurt in 
business and hangs on indef. Old 
meller is now in its eighth month 
and has been a consistent money- 
maker, 





Two Closings 


One show suddenly stopped Sat- 
urday (27) and one is definitely 
announced to close this week, with 
indications that other withdrawals 
will be decided on. 

‘Laburnum Grove’ goes to the 
road from the Masque after an en- 
gagement of i6 weeks which 
started at the Booth. In view of 
light grosses this English comedy 
has made a surprising stay of it. 








‘LABURNUM GROVE’ 
Opened Jan. 14. Eight first- 
stringers were divided on this, 
five for and three against, 
while Brown (Post) just didn’t 
go. Garland (Telegram) de- 
clared it ‘a light and laugh- 
filled importation,’ but Gabriel 
(American) said: ‘Whatever 
cheers | can raise are weak 
and tinctured with politeness.’ 
‘Variety’ (Ibee) said: Doubt- 

ful of getting across here.’ 











‘Symphony,’ which opened last 
Friday at the Cort, flopped quickly. 
Panned and withdrawn Saturday 
night. 





‘SYMPHONY’ 

Opened April 26. ‘Symphony 
wasn’t granted much sym- 
pathy by eight of the nine 
first-stringers who ventured 
forth for the premiere. Lock- 
ridge (Sun) termed it ‘a pretty 
distressing evening.’ 














Current Road Shows 


Week April 29 
Abbey Players, American, 
St. Louis. 

‘Accent on Youth,’ El Capi- 
tan, Los Angeles. 

‘As Thousands Cheer,’ Cur- 
ran, San Francisco, 

‘Chickens Come Home,’ May- 
an, Los Angeles, May 8-4. 

Dodsworth,’ Erlanger, Buf- 
falo, April 29-May 2; Ma- 
sonic Aude, Rochester, 3-4. 

D’Oyly Carte Repertory, His 
Majesty’s, Montreal, April 29- 
May 2. 

‘First Legion,’ Cass, Detroit. 

‘Hollywood Holiday,’ Selwyn, 
Chicago. 

‘Hookup,’ Broad, Philadel- 
phia, April 20-May 4. 

‘Kitty Dooley,’ Playhouse, 
Hollywood. 

‘Life Begins at 8:40,’ Grand 
Opera House, Chicago. 

‘Mary of Scotland,’ Park- 
way, Madison, Wis., April 29; 
Pabst, Milwaukee, April 30- 
May 4. 

Moscow Art Players, Shu- 
bert, Boston. 

‘Rain From Heaven,’ Nixon, 


Pittsburgh. 
Ruth Draper, Playhouse, 
Wilmington, April 29; Na- 


tional, Washington, 80; Ford, 
Baltimore, May 2-4, 

‘Sailor Beware,’ Pitt, Pitts- 
burgh. 

‘Taming of Shrew,’ Cox, 
Cincinnati, April 29-May 1; 
Hanna, Cleveland, 2-4, 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ 
Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Belasco, Los 
Angeles. 


‘MASK AN’ WIG" 
OKE $22,000, 
PHILLY 


Philadelphia, April 30. 
Some signs of May activity in 
Philly legit houses. Season won't 
call it a day, at least, until almost 


June. 
First bright ray was booking of 














Broadway Picks Up but Spotty; 
Kind Lady’ Oke Start at $9,500 





Broadway partly recovered from 
the Holy Week drop during the 
Easter going but business spotty. 
Some shows were just barely able 
to hold the previous pace, but one 
did establish a new high. Sum- 
mery weather Friday and Saturday 
accounted for the disappointing 
week-end, showmen being disap- 
pointed after rain was predicted. 

By virtue of 12 performances 
(daily matinees) “Three Men On a 
Horse’ topped $19,000 at the Play- 
house, which led the non-mu- 
sicals. ‘Petrified Forest’ was next 
at better than $17,000, holding to 
the regulation eight times. Run- 
ners up in the division were ‘Per- 
sonal Appearance’ and ‘The Old 
Maid,’ both at $14,000 or better in 
nine times. 

Biggest share of the visiting 
holiday trade went to ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ which climbed back to- 
wards the $40,000 mark without an 
extra matinee. ‘Anything Goes,’ 
most solid musical of the season, 
grabbed $35,000 in nine times. Only 
other surviving musical, ‘Thumbs 
Up,’ improved to $18,000 and should 
stay for a while. 

For a late season entrant ‘Kind 
Lady,’ which debutted at the Booth 
last week, was accorded an excep- 
tional rress reception and _ the 
starting week’s pace of $9,500 was 
regarded as very good. ‘Symphony,’ 
which also arrived last week, was 
an also ran, opening Friday and 
closing the next night. 

There are four openings this 
week, starting with ‘Something 
Gay,’ which opened _ uncertainly 
Monday. Next week there is but 
one slated premiere, ‘The Hook- 
Up,’ which is due either at the Shu- 
bert or Cort. One announced clos- 
ing this week is ‘Laburnum Grove,’ 
an English comedy going to the 
road, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Accent on Youth,’ Plymouth (19th 
week) (C-1,036-$3.30). Held up 
well until summery Saturday; 
added holiday matinee accounted 
for betterment to $9,000. 

‘Awake and Sing,’ Belasco (11th 
week) (CD-1,000-$3.30). Best fig- 
ure to date last week, with takings 
approximating $11,000 in nine per- 
formances, 

‘Ceiling Zero,’ Music Box (4th 
week) (D-1,000-$3.30). Getting class 
patronage, but improvement expect- 
ed in balcony; topped $9,000 last 
week; okay both ways. 

‘Flowers of the Forest,’ Martin 
Beck (4th week) (D-1,314-$3.30). 





Earl Carroll's new ‘Sketch Book’ at 
the Forrest. Date, now apparently 
definite, is May 13, with only a 
single week being talked of, but 
chance of a hold-over if biz war- 
rants. It should warrant, if the 
terrific trade of ‘Life Begins at 8:40’ 
recently is any indication of Philly’s 
reaction to musicals. Carroll piece 
will be only the fourth musical of 
the season here, not counting the 
the D’Oyly Carters. 

Local Shubert office also claims 
definitely that ‘Laburnum Grove’ 
will be in before the season ends, 
despite recent reports to the con- 
trary. No house is mentioned but 
Chestnut likely. Latter has ‘First 
Legion’ (return engagement), start- 
ing next Monday for a fortnight’s 
stay. 

Broad, following the current at- 
traction, ‘The Hook-Up,’ which 
stays only five days, gets a special 
cast of ‘The Bishop Misbehaves.’ 
Lean and Mayfield are leads. En- 
gagement length is indefinite, Last 
year, same two stars had a cork- 
ing Spring engagement here. 

Garrick has nothing set to follow 
this week’s booking of ‘Eileen’ given 
by locai group, Little Opera Com- 
pany. Mask and Wig Show, ‘Drums 
Fortissimo,’ did pretty good biz in 
its week and one night’s engage- 
ment at the Garrick, although man- 
agement complained of considerable 
difficulty getting rid of rear orches- 
tra seats at $3 a copy. Unfavor- 
able word-of-mouth also hurt. 
Gross claimed at about $22,000 for 
nine performances, 


Three in N. E. 


Boston, April 380. 


Three summer theatres in Massa- 
chusetts have announced prelimi- 
nary plans for summer seasons, 
Phildelah Rice will reopen his 
Martha Vineyard theatre in July 
and will include in the repertoire 
‘Great Expectations,’ ‘Bishop Mis- 
behaves,* ‘Accent on Youth,’ ‘Petti- 
coat Fever,’ ‘Seven Keys to Bald- 
pate,’ ‘Fly Away Home’ and ‘Post 
Road.’ 

Otis Chatfield Taylor and Robert 
Ross will again direct the Beach 
Theatre at Silver Beach, West 
Falmouth, opening July 8 with 





‘Springtime for Henry.’ 
Mrs, Margaret Hewes {a planning 
a summer season of new plays at 





Dropped to bit under $10,000; at- 
tendance good until warm Friday 
and Saturday; started very well. 

‘Fly Away Home,’ 48th St. (16th 
week) (C-869-$3.30). Three mati- 
nees last week, with the gross ap- 
proximating $5,000; gets by; week 
to week. 

‘If a Body,’ Biltmore (1st week) 
(CD-991-$2.75). Presented by Pierre 
de Reeder; written by Edward 
Knoblock and George Rosener; 
opened Tuesday. 

‘Kind Lady,’ Booth (2d week) 
(CD-708-$3.30). Notices exception- 
ally good for the most part; start- 
ing pace around $9,500, including 
paid preview; considered promising. 

‘Laburnum Grove,’ Masque (16th 
week) (C-789-$3.30). Final week; 
modest grosses throughout for im- 
port; last week approximated $4,500 
in nine times. 

‘Oid Maid,’ Empire (17th week) 
(CD-1,090-$3.30). Came back 
strongly, matinees especially big; 
approximated $14,000, with one extra 
matinee counting. 

‘Personal Appearance,’ Henry 
Miller (29th week) (C-944-$3.30). 
With holiday afternoon added tak- 
ings materially improved; close to 
$14,500. ba 

‘Petticoat Fever,’ Ritz (¥th week) 
(C-918-$3.30). Spotty going for 
some shows; this one barely bettered 
Holy Week; around $6,000. 

‘Post Road,’ Ambassador (Z1st 
week) (CD-1,156-$2.75). Salaries 
around minimum, so gets by at 
small grosses; estimated around 
$3,500 last week. 

‘Reprise,’ Vanderbilt (1st week) 
(D-804-$2.75). Presented by Frede- 
rick E. Mailey; written by William 
D. Bristol; four character play 
opens tonight. 

‘Something Gay.’ Morosco (ist 
week) (CD-961-$3.30). Drew divided 
press at Monday premiere; indica- 
tions are light comedy arrived too 
late. 


‘Symphony,’ Cort. Opened Friday 
(26); withdrawn Saturday. 

‘The Bishop Misbehaves,’ Golden 
(llth week) (C-1,156-$3.30). Played 
four matinees last week and in 10 
performance got satisfactory $8,000; 
will stick into June. 

‘The Great Waltz,’ Center (32nd 
week) (O-3,433-$3.30). Got biggest 
share of Easter trade and without 
extra matinee gross went over 
$39,000. 

‘The Petrified Forest,’ Broadhurst 
(i7th week) (D-1,116-$3.30). Got 
around $17,500 last week; also held 
to eight performances. 

‘Three Men on a Horse,’ Play- 
house (14th week) (C-860-$3.30). 
One of two shows which played 
daily matinees last week; some aft- 
ernoons off but gross of $19,500 was 
best among non-musicals. 

‘Thumbs Up,’ St. James (19th 
week )(R-1,420-$4.40). After sagging 
picked up materially, with takings 
approximating $18,000; better even 


break. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (73rd 
week) (C-1,107-$3.30). Another at- 
traction which gave matinees daily, 
but not so hot at week’s gross of 
under $7,000. 

‘To See Ourselves,’ Barrymore (1st 
week) (CD-1,096-$3.30). Presented 
by J. H. Del Bondio and Joshua 
Logan; written by E. M. Delafield; 
opened Tuesday. 

‘Waiting for Lefty,’ and ‘Till the 
Day | Die,’ Longacre (6th week) 
(D-1,019-$1.65). Little or no profit 
expected from propaganda plays; 
but pays off on gross of around 
$5,000 approximated last week. 

‘Anything Goes,’ Alvin (24th 
week) (M-1,350-$4.40). Drew great 
money again last week; with one 
extra matinee, gross went around 
$35,000 mark, 

‘Children’s Hour,’ Elliot (24th 
week) (D-922-$3.30). Three mati- 
nees last week, all drawing excel- 
lent attendance; gross for week es- 
timated over $13,000. 

Other Attractions 
‘Black Pit,’ Civic Rep theatre; 
protest play presented on 14th street 
by non-profit group. 

‘Jackson White,’ Provincetown 
Playhouse; panned but still on. 


‘The Girl From Childs,’ Chanin 
auditorium; revived by nudist 
group. 





‘Accent’ Holding 
Brisk Pace, ‘Road 
Hot 7 Whs., L. A. 


Los Angeles, April 30. 
After playing to surprisingly 
strong biz for the past six weeks, 
‘Tobacco Road’ is in its final week 
at the Belasco, after which it goes 
to San Francisco for an indefinite 
run, 
‘Accent On Youth’ continues 
strong at the El Capitan, with Otto 
Kruger in the top spot and sharing 
on a percentage arrangement. 
Mayan went dark Saturday night, 
after three weeks of ‘Pop Goes the 
Weasel,’ to reopen Friday (3) with 
‘Chickens Come Home,’ comedy by 
Willis Maxwell Goodhue. 
‘Kitty Dooley of Times Square’ 
continues at the Hollywood Play- 
house. 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Tobacco Road’ (Belasco, 6th 
week). Copped an easy $8,000 and 
should wind up run next Saturday 
- with as much or more in the 
‘Accent On Youth’ (El Capitan, 
2d week). Comedy with Otto Kru- 
ger holding strong and garnered 
$8,500 for second straight week. 
Should be good for four more. 
‘Kitty Dooley of Times Square’ 
(Hollywood Playhouse, 2d week). 
Aided by service churge passes 
comedy is holding its own and 
clicked for around $2,000 last week 
which is oke. 

‘Pop Goes the Weasel’ (Mayan, 
4th week). Non-equity cast play 
kept alive by. liberal use of 25c and 
40c service passes, but folded to 
make room for another. Final week 











bettered $1,500. 














Stride with 
A New Shoe for a New 
Sturdy leathers, trim 


styles and built-up 
leather heels. 





I. MILLER = 
“STROLLIES” 


75 The “Strollie Bag.” 


Ingenue 


Models 


1552 Broadway (cor. 46tn street, Open to 9 P.M. 











Season at a New Price 


In 9 “high shades” 


for Spring. $2.00 











the Wharf theatre in Provincetown. 
Opening date not announced, 
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VARIETY 
i = ———— SE eo 
Australian Censoring a 

Government in Australia has just Unveiled 
issued a list of banned books cover- 
ing the Commonwealth. List in- : 
clude: ‘Death and the Lover,’ by Ps, tte eth i —, 
Hermann Hesse; ‘Story of Light : 7 

hy ‘haw Desmond: ‘My wood went the limit entertain- 
Lady, by thaw ‘ice Rich. ing a fellow’ representing 
Bones Will Keep, by Maurice > by|{| Colliers, only to discover he 
<sleagpn nae on de mig + atl, was selling books and not 
io Seaeah Moriet; ‘For Women representing the mag as & 
Only,’ by J. J. Markey; ‘God's Lit- writer, 
tle Acre,’ by Erskine Caldwell; 
‘Passion in Algiers,’ by Alma Knickerbocker’s Gold 


Koenig: ‘Hindu Art of Love,’ by Ed- 


ward Windsor; ‘Redhead,’ by Nor- 
man Lindsay: ‘Brave New World,’ 
by Aldous Huxley; and ‘Farewell 
to Arms,’ by Ernest Hemingway. 
Film Fun, Ballyhoo, Life and 


Rassberries are banned mags. Es- 
quire will be the next to go on the 
banned banner, it is understood. 

Commonwealth employs a board 
mostly comprised of college pro- 
fessors to handle the book situa- 
tion, but books and mags may also 
be banned by customs’ men, and 
police, too, can take action if they 
desire. Customs’ men carry great 
weight because they recently pro- 
hibited the entry of Film Fun and 
also ordered a number of adver- 
tisements removed from pic fan 
mags. 

Booksellers are kicking up a big 
squawk all over Australia, saying 
that the present form of censorship 
is killing trade. 





Stuermer in N. Y. 


Hitler's long-standing order 
against allowing Der Stuermer, no- 
torious anti-Semitic sheet published 
at Nuernberg by Julius Streicher, 
whip-toting Nazi boss of Franconia, 
has either been rescinded or the 
sheet is being smuggled out of Ger- 
many for sale in America. 

April number of the rag arrived 
in New York shortly after the first 


of the month, and is on sale in 
Yorkville. 

Like its previous issues, paper 
continues tirade against Jews. 


Among stories in the rag is a bitter 
attack on Mayor La Guardia of New 
York, with a head reading: ‘The 
Jewish Mayor of Newyork Calls for 
further German Products Boycott.’ 
Turning from the Jewish question, 
Der Stuermer, fires a blast at the 
Vatican because of His Holiness’ 


protest, through Cardinal Pacelli, 
against Nazi discrimination against 
Jews. 


List of the contents in the April 
issue is indicative of the general 
tone: 

‘Free Masonry in Austria.’ 

‘New Palestine.’ 

‘Forged Prayers.’ 

‘Jew Sigismund Gottschalk.’ 

‘Commercial Advisor 
Manes.’ 

‘The Cry for Help of a German 
Father.’ 

‘Remnants from the Time of Jew- 
ish Rulers.’ 


Adolf 





Newsy Goes Lit 

‘Memphis’ Ward, former newsboy 
at Hollywood and Vine, Hollywood, 
has gone literati, publishing a poetic 
brochure with the arty title, ‘Three 
Moods.’ His former customers who 
paid him nickels for papers are now 
throwing out quarters for copies of 
his literary efforts, 

Dedication is to ‘one of the most 
bewitching flowers in Hollywood's 
celluloid garden—J. H.’ The initials 
‘J. H. mean Jean Harlow. 





South Gets Quarterly 


A new quarterly called The 
Southern -Review will make its 
debut in June, to deal in current 


Southern activities in literature, 


criticism and social thought. Will 
be published at Louisiana State 
University, but will not be aca- 
demic. 


Charles W. Pipkin editor-in-chief. 
Associate editors are Robert Penn 
Warren and Cleanth Brooks, Jr. 





Wise Adds Another 

William H. Wise is continuing to 
expand his activities. Following his 
recent establishment of a number of 
book publishing subsidiaries, and 
his acquisition of the Volland Co., 
he has taken over John Martin’s 
Book House. Last-named is the 
children’s book firm and also the 
sponsor of the juvenile mag, John 
Martin’s Book. 

Wise some time ago stepped out 
from the book concern still bearing 
his name. 





New Juve Publishers 

New book publishing company to 
issue books for children only has 
been organized by Vernon Ives and 
Theodore Johnson, under the name 
of Holiday House. Understood that 
the new concern will work with 
Alice Gentry, the Western publish- 
er of children's books. First of the 
Holiday House volumes will be is- 
sued in the fall 


‘Sweetest’ foreign news corre- 
spondent’s assignment is that of 
H. R. Knickerbocker, who is paid 
in gold, per contract. This is to 
allow for depreciation in the rates 
of exchange entailed by his roving 
assignment. Other correspondents, 
however, are taken care of through 
a salary increase of about 30%, 
generally, which absorbs exchange 
rate losses. 


Newsmen in the German sector 
by now have learned that the ‘fear- 
less’ correspondents who ignore the 
Berlin propaganda ministry alto- 
gether, are most respected by the 
Nazi political regime. Foreign 
pressmen who evidence vacillation 
are constantly on the carpet for 
alleged ‘unfriendly’ stories, whereas 
the American, British, French and 
other correspondents who write 
things their own way seem, if any- 
thing, to get fuller co-operation 
from the local press authorities, 
possibly as an indirect attempt to 
woo foreign favor. 





Hearst Calls Off Tab 


Los Angeles Examiner has aban- 
doned its idea of a tab radio and 
picture section for the Sunday 
paper, and substituted instead a 
conventional-sized section in color 
which will feature radio and screen 
news. Section will be coupled with 
the present March of Events six 
pages. 

Studios are all battling for rep- 
resentation in the first issue slated 
for May 5. As opposition, Times 
probably will revive its Preview 
Magazine, published by the Cali- 
fornia Rotogravure Co., which was 
dropped last year. 





New Coast Venture 


Arthur Whipple has set himself 
up on the Coast as a book publisher 
and plans to issue a limited list of 
volumes of a socialistic nature. Has 
a couple of manuscripts by and 
about Louis Adamic, both of which 
will be published in limited editions. 

The Adamic work is a piece called 
‘Lucas, King of the Balucas.’ Other 
is an appraisal of Adamic by Carey 
McWilliams, entitled ‘Louis Adamic 
and Shadow-America.’ 





New Film Fan Gag 


A series of small volumes called 
Pictorial Biographies, each a pro- 
fusely illustrated biog of a screen 
personality, is in process of prepa- 
ration for marketing through the 
chain stores. Will sell for 10c a 
copy. 

Publisher is Pictorial Biographies, 
Inc., with Henry Gall editing the 
series. 





Dodd-Mead’s New V.P. 

Long-vacant post of vice-presi- 
dent of Dodd, Mead has been filled 
by the elevation of Howard C., 
Lewis, formerly secretary of the 
book publishing house. Arthur M. 
Chase, treasurer, will combine the 
post of secretary with his own. 
Frank C. Dodd continues as presi- 
dent of the company. 





‘Lily Love’ on Stage 

Last week Beth Brown signatured 
a contract for the stage version of 
her ‘For Men Only,’ which probably 
will be seen on the Coast before 
coming east. 

Since the first publication of the 
book, a number of dramatists have 
been negotiating with the author. 


B. & E. Changes Hands 
B. & E. Publishing Co. has passed 
to the control of Michael Rosenberg 
and Irving Firstman. Pair plan a 
number of new publishing projects, 
one of them a new crossword puzzle 
mag. 








To Stress Books on Radio 
Hugo Gernsback, the chain mag 
publisher, who has also been issu- 
ing books on and a>dout radio from 
time to time, will give the book side 
a buildup under the trede name of 
Radio Publications. 





Walker on Manners 
Stanley Walker, now managing 
editor of the N, Y. Daily Mirror, has 
a third book in preparation for 
Stokes, a saga of American bad 
taste and bad manners, 





Book Reviews 


In Plain English 


Robert Whitcomb is a new writer 
who quite obviously has lived. His 
first novel is ‘Talk United States’ 
(Smith & Haas; $2) and there will 
be plenty who will be annoyed by it. 
It’s too close to home for comfort, 


It's a proletarian novel but de- 
serves better than that rating. Has 
to do with life in the raw, life aa it 
is lived, by plain common down to 
earth people. And written that way, 
not in English but in United States. 
Some of the slang is not quite what 
it should be and occasionally it’s 
even false, but there is so much 
power and strength in the yarn and 
its manner of telling that these 
things don’t matter. 








Wandering Plot 

Katherine Bush’s ‘Don’t Ever 
Leave Me’ (Farrar & Rinehart, $2), 
is cut on a peculiar pattern, with 
all of the action in the 310 closely 
printed pages ostensibly centered 
about a ball at a country club. The 
story is loaded with back histories, 
character sketches and about every- 
thing but plot, though the main 
thread concerns a married woman, 
her wild son by her first husband, 
her third spouse and her latest ad- 
mirer, 


Nothing definite happens, leav- 
ing the problem precisely where 
it was at page one. Interesting 
reading, however, 





Gentle Irony 


E. E. Cummings, whose irony and 
satire have always been pretty well 
pointed, hands himself and his par- 
tisans a neat chuckle in his new 
book of poems via his title. It’s called 
‘No Thanks’ (Golden Eagle; $2) and 
is dedicated to Farrar & Rinehart, 
Smith & Haas, Simon & Shuster, 


Modern Library and practically 
every other ranking publishing 
house, 

Idea being, which Cummings 


doesn’t bother explaining, that all 
those publishers had previously re- 
jected the poems, 





P-T Primer 


Cashing in on the present Parent- 
Teacher yearn for pictures’ in 
schools and churches, Milton Ander- 
son, of Los Angeles, has written 
‘The Modern Goliath’ (David Press, 
$1.50) on the picture in churches 
and schools. David Press is an- 
nounced as a new educational and 
religious press. 


Anderson makes an evidently sin- 
cere effort to supply the P-T organi- 
zation with all the answers. He 
weakens his argument somewhat by 
contradictory figures, quoting, for 
example, the cost of an educational 
two-reeler at $3,500 a reel in one 
spot, at $5,000 in another, and $2,000 
in a third spot. 

He has his ideas all nicely laid 
out. The only trouble seems to be 
they are not practical. 





Omnibus of Crime 


Written in the modern, tough guy 
manner, ‘Murder in the Madhouse,’ 
by Jonathan Latimer (Crime Club; 
$2), makes good reading. It is plenty 
rough and loaded with action and 
gore. Setting is a bit unusual and 
more gruesome than most who- 
dunits, but tops for those readers 
who can take it. Not for films. 

‘Deadly Dowager’ (Doubicday- 
Doran; $2) is not actually a mystery 
yarn. It’s crime in the making, with 
the readers allowed to watch the 
ramifications of a series of murders 
as they are working themselves out. 

A trick finish helps. Not for films, 
either, 





Torch Song 
Alan Lampe doesn’t bother being 
very obtuse or deep in his book, 
‘A Torch to Burn’ (Kendall & 
Sharpe; $2). It‘s a love story not so 
pure as it is simple, with the title a 
tip off to the yarn trend. 
Okay reading for rental library 
purposes, but a bit too obvious for 
more than that. Not for films, 


CHATTER 
Maxwell Aley back from abroad. 





Mrs. Belloc Lowndes has gone 
home. 
Financial World has taken new 


and larger quarters. 
Jonathan Cape, British book pub- 
lisher, back to London. 
Walter F. Grueninger has 
Harper's to join the Nation. 
Samuel Rogers remaining in 
France to complete a new novel. 
May issue celebrates fiftieth an- 
niversary or Good Housekeeping. 


quit 





Mrs. Thomas Boyd now connected 





Best Sellers 


Best Sellers for the week ending April 27, as reported by the 
American News Co, Ine 
Fiction 


‘Green Light’ ($2.50)......cescecscccccesceesess By Lioyd O. Douglas 

‘Time Out of Mind’ ($2.50) . cccreess cume cn coccocoeco dy Rachel Field 

‘Now We Set Out’ (82.50) . ccccccccccccccvecesnBcccccony Susan Erts 

‘Of Time and River’ ($3.00). .cececcemmerscoeees+eBy Thomas Wolfe 

‘Beauty for Ashes’ ($2.00).....e+eeeeeee-by Grace Livingston Hill 

‘Come and Get It’ ($2.50)... ccccccceccscccccmmecsess- BY Edna Ferber 
Non-Fiction 


‘Culbertson’s Summary,’ 1985 Ed. ($1.00)..++ex»»s-By Ely Culbertson 
’Francis the First’ ($3.00).....e.+seseceseeeeeen~by Francis Hackett 
‘Personal History’ ($3.00) ee eeeeeeereeeoemmeseeee -By Vincent Sheean 
‘Skin Deep’ (82.00) ..cccccccccccdseccvcccococscccoscobY M. Cc. Phillips 
‘While Rome Burns’ ($2.75)....-+++e+eeee++-By Alexander Woollcott 
‘Autobiography of John Hammond’ ($5.00). 














Going Places 


By Cecelia Ager 





8. A. As Mugg Softener 

‘Hold ’Em Yale’ is a Damon Runyon story: that means Patricia Ellis, 
as heroine, will be surrounded by a pack of muggs, a pack of very special 
Winnie-the-Pooh muggs. It means that Miss Ellis, with her softening 
feminine helplessness, will. make I'ttle gents of the muggs; also, that 
she will be as quaintly fairy-tale as they. 

Miss Ellis fulfills her part of the assignment most decoratively, In 
the section dedicated to the proposition that she goes nuts over guys 
in uniform, moreover, Miss Ellis turns utterly realistic. A uniform, it 
seems, causes Miss Ellis to see purple; her bosom heaves and her eyes 
take on a far away, speculative look. Miss Ellis is the first Runyon 
heroine whose response to amative stimuli is expressed in physical terms. 
She is also the first of the series to dress in garments designed to reveal 
her reactions, perhaps because she is the first to have a figger to bs 
reckoned with. 

Whatever the reason, Miss Ellis’ tailored white dinner dress is made 
of a material that clings. It is studded all over with silver nailheads, 
the better to make it adhere, clasped tightly and widely at the waist with 
a broad nailhead belt. Fortunately, Miss Ellis wears this interesting frock 
for her first appearance in the picture, thus opening at her peak. The 
tan cloth suit with gold lame blouse tied in a large bow at her throat, 
which she wears thereafter, is not kind nor convincing as a costume 
of a runaway school girl heiress, which is tough on Miss Ellis who has 
herself been so careful to live up to the role. 





Exclusive Cameras 

Alice Faye’s the lucky girl in ‘George White Scandals.’ The cameras 
just adore her. They find her so nice to look at, in fact, they can scarcely 
bring themselves to watch the other gals. To show a like measure of 
devotion to Arline Judge, for instance, or even Eleanor Powell. Only 
Lyda Roberti can coax them in a big way from their rapt contempiation 
of Miss Faye’s blonde charms. 

Grateful, Miss Faye returns their gaze with new persistent animation 


and a fine new makeup that does something about her eyes. In some 
shots the under-lid outlining grows over-generous, maybe too 
much. But on the whole, in ‘George White Scandals,’ Miss Faye’s own 


prettiness wins warm production cooperation. Her costumes admire her 
figure, her make-up appreciates its privilege. 

Miss Roberti is presented as a ss ectacular and bizarre personality and 
dressed accordingly, even to an ubiquitous Peke. She is never granted 
the opportunity, however, to prove the contention. She’s always promis- 
ing to be something remarkable and winds up still promising. 

Miss Judge, most provocative of the femmes dashing through the pic- 
ture, tarries too briefly and to general regret. Miss Powell shows per- 
sonality, beautiful taps, and wears a black sequin pyjama costume cut 
in a way that, when photographed against a light background, makes 
Miss Powell’s long legs look as if she’s just gotten off a horse, The 
chorus is embedded fetchingly in misty waves of tulle. 





Demureness at Palace 


Because Benny Meroff’s band—which is the whole stage show works at 
the Palace this week—is given to riotous clowning, the gals with the act. 
for contrast, take on as dear, fragile little creatures. Thus the Coffie 
Sisters, harmony trio, are the softest, quietest little singers, whispering 
sweetly into the mike like shy children and scampering off happily once 
their stint is done. The Coffie Sisters wear black peplumed dresses with 
diamants banding the shoulders of their discreet V decolletages for their 
first piece, and for their second, demure baby pink net frocks. 

Florence Gast’s shiny waved bob is platinum blonde, so she is an 
amiable young lady agreeable to playing straight for teacher, to singing, 
to putting a top hat on her head and dancing. For all these accomplish- 
ments, Miss Gast may be seen in a brown net dress made with a hip- 
length basque, full ruffled skirt, and infinitisemal shoulder straps. There 
is also Dolly Bell, golden blonde, whose acrobatic dancing and flying 
somersaults—without touching her hands to the floor, as Mr. Meroff 
points out 
sleeve mess jacket, a costume so pondered over that it finishes with black 
satin lapels and black satin buttons. 





with Curtis Brown, the literary | on Joan of Are this year, Virginia 
agency. Sackville West has decided to rem- 
Charles Bruce Milholland in| e4y the deficiency. 


Rhode Island rewriting his play on Book-of-the-Month Club's selec- 


and Russia 











Nijinsky. 

Dodd, Mead will put a heap of 
O. O. McIntyre’s column pieces be- 
tween covers. 

Catherine McNelis, who publishes 
the Tower mags, giving a radio talk 
on how she does it. 


Real name of John Esteven, au- 
thor of ‘By Night at Dinsmore,’ is 
Samuel Shellabarger. 

J. Jefferson Jones, the Lippincott 
editor, back from abroad with a 
heap of new scripts for publication 
here. 

Frank Swinnerton doing his auto- 
biog. He's not only a writing man, 
but active in the book publishing 
industry. 

Marjorie Barrows, ed of ‘Child 
Life,’ in N. Y. for a week on a hunt 
for material. 

Thomas Wolfe will visit Germany 
because his royalties 
from those countries must be spent 
in those lands. 

Since no one has done a new book 





tion of Robert Rylee’s ‘Deep Dark 
River’ caused Farrar & Rinehart to 
hastily take it off the spring list. 
Will now get trade publication in 
the summer. 

New poetry mag being readied by 
Etta J. Murfey, to be known as the 
Poetry Caravan. Will be issued 
quarterly, with its sponsor hoping 
to make it a monthly. 

Dorothy Scarborough, who 
teaches short story writing at Co- 
lumbia University, has edited an 
anthology, ‘Selected Short Stories 
of Today,’ for Farrar & Rinehart. 

Three novelists, Henry Kitchell 
Webster, Janet Ayer Fairbank and 
Margaret Ayer Barnes, collabed on 
a single novel, ‘The Alleged Great 
Aunt,’ which Bobbs- Merrill has for 
publication. 

Ted Lloyd, author, ‘Pulitzer Prize 
Winner,’ novel, has scripted William 
Rowland’s next filmusical to be 
made in the East. Lloyd expects to 
complete his second book, ‘The 
Great American Novel.’ 
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‘Save B’way for H ‘wood’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


from legit, other 80% being split up 
about equally between original and 
published material. But that stage 
portion carries with it talent, some- 
thing the film companies can’t get 
elsewhere. 

While Warner Bros. is most 
prominent in legit play financing 
this season it is by no means alone 
in the field. Paramount was keen- 
ly interested and would have done 
more of it if not for internal diffi- 
culties that spoiled a couple of 
deals. Also 20th Century was def- 
initely in the ring last season. 


Metro has kept a close ear to the 
ground and, though not having fi- 
nanced any plays this season, is 
now about ready to close on a 
couple of big deals. Still uncom- 
pleted but pending is with Max 
Gordon and Sam Harris whereby 
Metro will finance a combo pro- 
duction scheme of the two pro- 
ducers. Other scheme is with five 
major playwrights: Maxwell An- 
derson, Philip Barry, Arthur Hop- 
kins, Robert Sherwood and Sidney 
Howard. Quintet was incorporated 
in New York about five months ago 
and wants to produce its own plays. 
M-G puts up the coin. Only thing 
holding up the deal so far is that 
the scribblers can’t come to terms 
on the split with the studio. Metro 
currently has Sam Marx in New 
York to hunt material and talk 
deals. He conferred with several 
indie producers during the past 
week. 

Columbia last week sent an 
S.0.S. to Broadway. Harry Cohn 
personally contacted at least two 
legit producers via telegram and 
asked them how about it. Believed 
likely that a deal will be closed by 
Col. with Chester Erskin within the 
next couple of days to do at least 
two plays. Herman Shumlin was 
also approached by Cohn but 
Shumlin first has a WB deal. 


Warners during the past season 
financed ‘Fly Away Home’ (Theron 
Bamberger), ‘Three Men on a 
Horse’ (Alex Yokel), and ‘Calling 
All Stars’ (Lew Brown). Last 
named, a musical, flopped. ‘I{ome’ 
is in the moderate coin class and 
hanging on. ‘Men’ is one of the 
season’s smashes. Company also fi- 
nanced ‘Ceiling Zero’ (Brock Pem- 
berton), current, and has put up 
the money for ‘Sweet Mystery of 
Life,’ which Shumlin will put on 
early next season. 


Paramount had ‘Sweet Mystery’ 
and ‘Zero’ but lost both of them 
through indecision. ‘Mystery,’ es- 
pecially, was practically set but the 
authors wouldn’t wait when the 
WB offer came along. This was 
just at the time when Emanuel 
Cohen was out of Paramount and 
a new executive production setup 
put in. Similarly Par had a chance 
on both ‘Three Men on a Horse’ 
and ‘Fly Away Home,’ but both of 
these were turned down by Par. 


Paramount had no actual finan- 
cial interest in any play on the 
street during the season, although 
the season previous it financed 
‘Murder in the Vanities’ (Earl Car- 


roll) and ‘She Loves Me Not’ 
(Dwight Deere Wiman-Laurence 
Schwab). Paramount also financed 


‘Shooting Star’ (Crosby Gaige) the 
season before that. 


Twentieth Century was interested 
in legit from its very inception, 
Darryl Zanuck having a personal fi- 
nancial interest in ‘Lady Jane’ 
(Frankwyn) early in the season. 
His company put up the coin for 
‘Red Cat’ (Al H. Woods production) 
and ‘De Luxe’ (Erskin). 


Metro in the past has been def- 
initely in the legit picture in three 
plays ‘Men Must Fight’ (Jos. Bick- 
erton), ‘Grand Hotel’ (Shumlin) 
and ‘Rendezvous’ (Arthur Hopkins). 

Legit financing by film companies 
started by Paramount back in 1919 
when a deal was made by the film 
company for the Charles Frohman, 
Inc., properties. Through Frohman, 
Inc., Par also had an in on Gilbert 
Miller’s productions. That ran on 
until 1932 when Par engaged Ches- 
ter Erskin to produce plays for it. 
That lasted one year and only one 
play resulted, ‘Stepchildren of 
War.’ Formation of the Ray-Minor 
Corp. with a similar set-up fol- 
lowed. That, too, resulted in but one 
play, ‘Wild Waves.’ This was later 
built up with names and title 
Switched to ‘Big Broadcast’ for film 
purposes, 


Fox, Universal and Radio have 
thus far showed no real interest in 
legit, although Radio is understood 
having a piece of ‘Great Waltz’ 





through its set-up with Radio City, 
etc. 
Hiollywood, April 30. 
Indications are that practically all 


studios will enter into the New 
York legitimate production field 
next season with most of them 


financing six to eight plays in their 


entirety. Figure it -would be a 
means of obtaining new and de- 
sirable lineup of material as well 


as presenting the stage productions 
with some of their players who 
would later appear in the screen 
versions. 

Metro has made deals with Max 
Gordon and Sam H, Harris individ- 
ually and_ collectively whereby 
Broadway productions will be 
financed 100%. Gordon, who leaves 
here May 3 for New York and a 
Continental jaunt, will produce in 
conjunction with Harris and will do 
the new Cole Porter and Moss Hart 
musical, as well as several other 
joint productions, besides several on 
his own, 

Gordon figures that for the new 
setup he will get plays by Sidney 
Howard, Claire Kummer, Jerome 
Kern-Oscar Hammerstein 2d, and 
Dick Rodgers-Lorenz Hart. Metro 
will also send some of its talent east 
for these shows. 

Paramount is also going into the 
legit production field, having made 
a deal with Arthur Hopkins, while 
Warners will make deals to par- 
tially finance New York productions 
with any producer who has suitable 
play material. 

Fox, which was already in on one 
legit, is expected to go into the 
field, as well as RKO, with neither 
company, however, having any def- 
inite tieup at present. 


Thorpe Wants Back 
Those Trophies He 
Won in 13 Olympics 








Los Angeles, April 30. 

Jim Thorpe, Indian athlete, wants 
the King of Sweden to fork over 
those trophies he won at the Olym- 
pic Games in Stockholm. Other day 
he appealed to the Swedish consul 
here for the procedure to get them 
back. 

Baubles he carried off by winning 
the decathlon and pentathlon in the 
Olympic were taken from him in 
1913 by the Amateur Athletic Union 
on the grounds that he was not a 
simon pure when he participated in 
the world meet. They now repose in 
the palace of the king, and the Red- 
man wants them returned as his 
legal property. 

Things haven't been going so well 
for the former Carlisle athlete, 
Thorpe being obliged not so long 
ago to join a shovel gang to pro- 
vide wherewithal for his family. He 
has dabbled in pictures, getting a 
bit part occasionally and acting as 
spokesman for Indian extras. 

Not likely that the A. A. U. will 
put up any protest against return 
of the trophies to Thorpe. 


Those Ky. Colonels 


A Times Sq. barber who received 
one of the diplomas from Kentucky 
has been de-colonelized. Because 
the tonsorial artist got on Gov. 
Ruby Laffoon’s honorary staff, his 
sponsor has also been deprived of 
his standing. Gov. Laffoon and his 
army of colonels are _ reported 
burned over the barber incident. 

The governor wrote the barber 
pointing out that a colonelcy had 
been issued him by mistake, that 
it was intended for a man of the 
same name who resides in Kaintuck. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. James Schlatter, 
daughter, in Omaha, April 20. 
Father is assistant manager of the 
Orpheum, Omaha. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Capra, son 
April 25, in Los Angeles. Father is 
film director. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sid Silvers, daugh- 
ter, in Cedars of Lebanon Hospital, 
Hollywood, April 28. Father is the 
writer-actor. 


MARRIAGES 


Jean McGregor, radio performer, 
to Dick Miller, non-pro, in Chicago, 
April 27. 

Marguerite Serr to Arthur Du- 
guette, April 21, in Las Vegas, Nev. 
Groom is film writer. 

Judith Allen, film actress, to Jack 
Doyle, pugilist-singer, April 28, in 
Agua Caliente. 
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Boston, April 80. 


The General Electric 


Lynn, 


company, 





Mass., has just received a| 


THIS COLUMN IS PRESENTED 
lighting WITH AN ALL SARCAST. 
equipment for Sportsmen's Field in| Well, dear little folks of Variery- 
Cincinnati—also understood that St.) land, we have a confession to make. 
Louis National League park will Be Yesterday afternoon we went to see 
equipped after Cincy. This looks} the circus, we mean the one at 
like a forerunner of after-dark base- | Madison Square Garden. We don't 
ball in the big leagues—and serious| know what prompted us to g0, 
opposish to theatres, maybe it was the longing for saw- 
Cincy equipment will be delivered| dust or maybe it was because we 
about May 19. had just bumped into Gus Edwards 


and he brought out the ‘School 

Days’ libido in us. Whatever the 

reason, we found ourselves in a 
- ; 


box watching the Greatest Show on 
Five stick-ups are reported to 


Earth—and what a tab! 
Here, my friends, is a unit built 
for the better small time. What 
have occurred within a month on 
45th street, between Broadway and 
8th avenue. Block is unusually 


a load of entertainment they give 
you. It’s so long one wonders if 
dark after midnight and thugs are 
said to,lurk in theatre alleyways. 


rush order for complete 


























Eugene O’Neil wrote it. We walked 
in there with a straw hat and came 
out with a raccoon coat, 

The seals are the smartest actors 
in the show...they applaud them- 
selves. 

Then there’s the Japanese girl 
who swings by her hair and sup- 
ports a man at the same time.... 
Flippen could do that trick and 
support the Friars club. 

More Fun at the Circus 

The star of the show is that ace 

Early Saturday morning Frank |0f wire walkers, Con Colleano, He 
Parker, former professional, now | performs in the center ring all by 
with the Hotel Forrest cafe, was the | himself. They build up a terrific 
latest victim. He was slugged and| entrance for him and after he ar- 
robbed. rives, three or four candy butchers 

stand in front of you trying to sell 
. . their wares making it impossible 
for you to see him. Wonder if they 
Studio Workers Join ge ene 
° Con’s wife works with him; she 
Chain Letter Gang just stands there to see that the 
wire doesn’t break, which reminds 
us of an act we played with in 
Hollywood, April 30. vaude years ago. He was a come- 

The chain letter stunt, providing | dian, she was his wife, and all she 
for recipients to send along a dime | did in the act was to bring hubby 
to the top name on list of six on| on a glass of water. It was Indian- 
the circular, hit the studios with a|apolis and the opening matinee was 
bang last week, with various em-|on. The band struck up the in- 
ployees keeping the typewriters |troduction and the band was none 
busy making their five copies each |too good. The little lady standing 
to broadcast to friends and ac-|in the entrance, turned to the stage 
quaintances not yet tapped. manager and said, ‘Listen to that 

As a result, the gimmick ran in, | lousy music, a fine show they'll get 
through, and out of the studios in| out of US this afternoon.’ 
about 10 days’ time. Early par- After the circus we went to visit 
ticipants grabbed as high as $10] our old pal Mike Durso, who has 
each in dime returns before the| his orchestra at Delmonico’s. While 
stunt played out. he isn’t on the stand, he has a 

VARIETYS BROADWAY GUIDE 

For show people as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York, first inaugurated here in 1926, Is revived and published 
weekly in response to repeated requests. Vaniery lends the guidance of 
its judgment in the various entertainments denoted. 

No slight is intended for those unmentioned, as text will be switched 
weekly. The lists are of Vaniery’s compilation only, and as a handy 
reference. It may serve the out-of-towner as a time saver in selection. 

PLAYS ON BROADWAY 

Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and 
commented upon weekly in the Legitimate Section. 

In that department, both in the comment and the amount of the gross 
receipts of each show will be found the necessary information as to the 
most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 

FILMS ON BROADWAY 

Similarly, the new pictures in the Broadway first runs and combina- 
tions are covered weekly in the reviews, the film gross boxoffice story 
and the standing box on Page 8, which indicates the new films for next 
week and the week after. 

HOTCHA AND CLASS NITERIES 

Cotton Club, Dickie Wells’ and Ubangi in Harlem, Village Barn and 
Nut Club in the Village, and King’s Terrace in Times Sq., are sufficiently 
heated for the hectic nocturnal addicts. Famous Door has taken the 
place of the now shuttered Onyx Club ag the fave musicians’ hangout. 
Greenwich Village also has a number of new hot spots that are doing 
much to revive the sector. Best to just browse around 4th and 7th 
avenue. 

Less hectic but equally hilarious, Eddie Davis’ saucy songs at Leon & 
Eddie’s and the mauve-decade gang-singing at Gay 90’s are surefire for 
lively diversion and divertissements, 

Any number of Times Sq. side-street dialecteries are also good diver- 
sion if yearning for ‘different’ type of atmosphere. Mimi’s Faubourg- 
Montmartre and the Bal Musette are in that category. However, Mori’s 
and Moneta’s are still worth a trip downtown. Authentic Flamenco en- 
tertainment like EI Chico in the Village, and Havanese, like the Cubana- 
can in the Spanish sector of Harlem, are well worth the trips; also El 
Boreo in the Village and El Toreador on W. 110th. 

Smarter east side (mostly) spots include the new Versailles, an ultra 
room, which right now is doing a big business (Helen Morgan {is there 
now), El Morocco, House of Lords, Jack and Charlie’s, Club New Yorker, 
the new Stork Club, Normandie (with the Yacht Club Boys), Mon Paris, 
Chateau Moderne, all fave oases. 

Rainbow Room in Rockefeller Center; the 8t. Regis hotel; Eddy 
Duchin’s music at the C. P. Casino getting a big play; the Savoy-Plaza, 
the Waldorf, Hotel New Yorker; Hal Kemp at the Hotel Pennsylvania; 
and the Place Piqualle are among the smarter supper hooferies. New 
Rockefeller Plaza restaurant also o.k., especially with the warmer 
weather. 

French Casino’s ‘Folies Bergeres’ revue is still a big cabaret money- 
getter. Of the new starters, Jack Dempsey’s chop house is doing a wow 
biz. Paradise and Hollywood among the outstander mass cabarets, with 
Whiteman and Sophie Tucker the respec new attractions, Freddy Berrens’ 
music at the Flying Trapeze also getting nice attention. Harlem has 
come to Broadway with the opening of Connie’s Inn on the site of the 
old Paiais Royale. Ben Marden’s Riviera is hot again with the warmer 
weather and a new Earl Carroll revue, 





By Jack Osterman 


relief band. We heard it. It’s 
probably the only relief band that 
needs relief. Mike has a swell out- 
fit and while we were there a bridal 
party entered to celebrate. They 
no sooner were seated when the 
bride got up and danced with a 
bridesmaid. Nice switch, eh? 
Broadways 

Since we returned from the Coast 
we have met several familiar faces, 
Of course the easiest way to get 
reacquainted is ‘Reunion in Bene- 
fits. We've played 10 since we’ve 
been here, which is just about the 
average quota, 

The money stars have a new 
racket today. We said hello to our 
old pal and dressing-room mate, 
Jack Pearl, the other day. We said: 
‘Jack, we've been away two years; 
you look fine.’ Pearl, for no reason 
at all, yelled back: ‘Jules Kendler 
handles all my money.’ We have 
heard that from so many people we 
are beginning to wonder who han- 
dles Jules Kendler. 

We have also noticed that nowe- 
adays every comedian has a Greek 
dialect—except a Greek. 

The Irvington haberdashery in the 
Astor hotel has 12 salesmen. When 
things get tough they wait on each 
other. 

Probably if a boy asks his dad in 
1950, ‘What happened during 1935? 
the old man will reply, ‘It was the 
year of the ‘Great Waltz.’’ 

Things are so bad that Jarrow is 
doing his lemon tricks with limes, 
and we know of an actor who is so 
broke he reached for his pillow and 
it was Central Park. 

We wonder if Jimmie Durante 
would have the same sense of humor 
in his own home with his own fure- 
niture? 

We understand that Milton Berle 
was offered a seat on the stock exe 
change, but turned it down because 
he couldn’t get one for his mother, 

How did Pat Rooney become 
chairman of the Grand St. Boys’ 
benefit? Maybe he borrowed Her- 
man Timberg’s card. 

Someone informed us that Carl 
Laemmle, Jr., came to N, Y. by 
plane and returned to Hollywood by 
carrier pigeon. 

Al Rogers knows a barber shop on 
35th street that gives you a shave, 
haircut, manicure, singe and sham- 
poo for 85c and pays the taxi fare 
both ways. 

Read where our ex-producer, Moe 
Morton, is doing a new revue on the 
Coast. Title is ‘I'll Take Chocolate,’ 
and the cast will probably take 
what's ieft. 

Don’t you love actors who play 
two consecutive weeks and, when 
you ask them where they go the fole 
lowing week, they answer: ‘We lay 
off, thank God.’ 

We hope Dave’s Blue Room re- 
gains its former success and that 
Harry Cooper turns them away. 
Two swell guys who have been swell 
to actors, and with these few ree 
marks we will close, as we have an 
engagement for lunch at Sardi’s. 

Are you readin’? 

Your loving son, 
Jackie, 


Derby Notes 


Louisville, Ky., April 80. 

Arrangements made to hold 
town’s first night court, 9 p.m. to 
midnight on Derby Day, May 4. 
Derby Dav arrests in past have 
averaged 175 to 250. Night Court 
is figured to save city cost of hold- 
ing prisoners in jail over weeke 
end, 

Twenty orchestras, each with 
m.c., to play for street dancing 
during Derby Festival Parade. 

Louisville handbooks closed tight 
during Churchill Downs spring 
meeting. Nation-Wide News Bur 
reau announces that results will 
not be furnished clients during the 
spring meeting. Operators fear 
business will go to southern Indiana 
operators. 

Seven governors have reserved 
boxes for Derby. Postmaster Gene 
eral James A, Farley heads lst of 
notables. 

Louisville Exposition closed Sat- 
urday (27). 

Bing Crosby in for Derby. Wilt 
receive commission as Colonel from 
Gov. Laffoon. 

Lynn Fontanne and Alfred Lunt 
to play Memorial Auditorium May 
15-16 in “Taming of the Shrew.’ 

Club Greyhound opened with new 
floor show, featuring Chic Scoggin, 
with Erwin Lewis, m.c. 

Jimmy Joy ork at Iroquois Gayr- 
dens, 

Rudy Vallee to play at Derby 
May 4 and Armory that night. 

Johnny Hamp at Casa Madrid 
during Derby Festival Week. Floor 
show has Kay Jernan, International 
Trio, Johnny McAffee, Florence 
Ferrick and Barry and DeAlva 
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52 VARIETY 








TIMES SQUARE 








East 


—_—__— 


Catherine C. Chisholm and Karl 
Hiajos have put ‘Prince and Pauper’ 
to music. Hope to have it on before 
the Twain centennial in November. 

Because she’s a minister's wife, 
Julie Peters, concert singer, in 
court to answer a flock of traffic 
tickets, including one for allegedly 
biting a cop, gets off for $10. Drunk 
driving charge dismissed. 

Lambs Club did a _ portion of 
‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin’ in Chinese at 
the clubhouse Sunday (28). Chinese 
Minister to U. S. the guest of honor. 

Congress takes up that song sung 
on the Mexican broadcast recently. 
Sent over the NBC blue network. 
Translation supplied by a Catholic 
editor differs from the official tran- 
script, but neither is soporific. 
Solons want licenses of all stations 
using the poem canceled, though the 
stuff was in Spanish. 

Annual report of the Society for 
the Suppression of Vice urges the 
League of Decency to get after pub- 
lishers. Finds conditions no better 
than when the society started 61 
years ago. 

Now planned to let Philly get 
first eyeful of Earl Carroll's ‘Sketch 


300k.’ Forrest May 6 and N, Y. 
next. 
License Commissioner Moss in- 


dicates he will refuse a permit to 
a theatre planned by Harry Mandell 
for Madison avenue at 79th street. 
Adjacent land owners contend it will 
reduce values 20%. 

Owing to ill health Alexander Mc- 
Kaig has closed his office temp- 
orarily. 

Met. trustees have commissioned 
Frederick MacMonnies to make a 
bust of Gatti Casazza. To be placed 
in the opera house. 

Sam Langford, Negro pugilist, re- 
gains sight of one eye at Welfare 
Island. Had been under treatment 
for some time. 

New Haven police reverse their 
ban on ‘Waiting for Lefty’ and will 
permit an early production. 

Maurice Chevalier signs a French 
music hall contract and announces 
he is through with pictures and 
Hollywood. . 

Ringling-Barnum & Bailey show 
Bave the usual matinee for the or- 
phans Monday (29). Some 14,000 
present. 

Usual Sunday holdup of a Brook- 
lyn theatre fell to L. W. McEachem 
of the Patio, a Century house. 
Muggs picked him upa mile from the 
theatre, taken back and forced to 
give up around $2,000. Three in the 
gang. , 

Cab Calloway forgot to advance 
his watch Saturday night. Sunday 
he was picked up by police in 
Greenwich as he was speeding to 
make up that lost hour. Cops re- 
membered he had played for the 
Connecticut Police ball last season 
so they provided him with a police 
escort and the right of way. Got to 
the Bridgeport job on time. 

‘Laburnum Grove’ co. goes to Mil- 
waukee, Detroit and Ann Arbor for 
the Henderson drama festivals be- 
fore hitting Chi. 

Victor Moore appealed to Supreme 
Court in Minevla to set aside a 
judgment obtained against him in 
1927. At that time he endorsed a 
note given by the Lights, theatrical 


He turned over to the bank $11,000 
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in club bonds on the oral promise 
that no further action would be 
taken. Judgment was sued out and 
he now seeks to void the claim for 
$10,000, 

British M. P. objects that ‘Bengal 
Lancer’ will give offense to Mo- 
hammedans and asks that some- 
thing be done about it. 

Harry Armstrong and Richard H. 
Gerald suing M. Witmark & Son and 
Warner Bros., alleging their ‘Sweet 
Adeline’ was worked into the talk- 
ing picture of that title without 
their consent. Witmark has the 
number. Contention is it didn’t con- 
sult the writers on the deal, 

Giulio Setti, chorus master, quits 
the Met. Came in with Gatti- 
Casazza and wants to go out with 
him after 27 years. 

Earl Carroll granted a temporary 
writ restraining the scenic artists’ 
union from boycotting. Permanent 
injunction will be heard May 6. 


Ethel Merman out of ‘Anything 
Goes’ Friday and Saturday, but 
back Monday. Vivian Vance re- 


placed while she nursed a cold. 

Theatre Alliance will start re- 
hearsing two plays, June 1. To be 
picked from a list of about 12. 

Nudist company in Sutton place 
reopens after obtaining a _ license. 
But license is for Chanin auditorium. 

Sparrow was a deadhead at the 
Schola Cantorum concert at Carne- 
gie Hall, Sunday (28). Disturbed 
the audience for a time but settled 
down and listened to the singing. 

Anthony Frome, ‘Poet Prince’ of 
radio, is again Dr. Abraham L. Fein- 
berg, rabbi of the Mt. Neboh con- 
gregation, N. Y. Had been assistant 
rabbi at Temple Israel before he left 
to study music and eventually go 
radio. Says he feels the need for 
returning to the pulpit, so gives up 
a profitable radio connection. 

Dave Apollon invested with a 
professorship in the N. Y. Schools 
of Music during his stage show at 
the Capitol, Monday (29). Prof. 
Apollon will keep on playing vaude 
dates. 

Theatre of Action will put its first 
full length play into rehearsal for 
projected performance at the Park, 
N. Y. It’s about the CCC camps 
and written by George Scudder, 
Peter Martin and Charles Friedman. 
Scudder was in a camp for a time. 
Monikered ‘The Young Go First.’ 

Permanent Italian theatre to give 
a series of operettas at the Majes- 
tie; . FX. 

Criterion, N. Y., drops duals, re- 
taining ‘The Phantom Fiend’ from 
its last duet to carry on as a single- 
ton. 

Teachers’ College of Columbia 
university stages a show of school- 
room motion pictures. 

G. B. Shaw announces in South 
Africa that he has written a new 
play with no long speeches, None 
over 10 minutes in length. 

Reading, Pa., opened its annual 
music festival week Sunday (28). 

Easter week business a disap- 














oepon sr cnseasneeeeuncnestsanseneragy® 
Be 


New York Theatres 


"AUN CURORERARORGAOAODA RE DABAL Lia 








45th STREET 
& GROADWAY 


L 
O} Gary Cooper @ Anna Sten 
in “THE WEDDING NIGHT” 
E Extra!—Sereen!—3rd Issue ‘‘March 
of Time’’ 
Ww 





3tage!—Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, 
with Jerry Mann and Andy Sannella 








Starts friday 
“PRIVATE WORLDS” 
with Claudette Colbert 














fi] Held Over!—2nd Romantic Week 
H Jean HARLOW—Wm. POWELL 


“RECKLESS” | 


H in Metro- 
Hy iolwyn-Mayer’s 
Big Stage Revue with Dave Apollon 


Friday—Jolson and Keeler 
“Go Into Your Dance” 











RKO THEATRES 














RKO 86th ST. | RKO 81st ST. 
at Lexington Ave. | on Broadway 
Wed, to Fri., Wed to Fri., 
May 1 to 8 May 1 to 8 
“MAN WHO William Powell 

KNEW TOO and 
MUCH” Ginger Rogers 
—and— in 
“TRANSIENT “STAR OF 
LADY” MIDNIGHT” 











PARAMOUNT asc 
Bing W. C. Joan 
Crosby - Fields - Bennett 


in “MISSISSIPPI” 


Friday 














Dietrich in “The Devil Is a Woman” 


RIVOLI 


* & & k—Daily News 
VICTOR HUGO'S 


“LES MISERABLES” 


Produced by Darryl Zanuck, with 
Fredric March and Chas, Laughton 
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RADIO CITY ™°°CEN Tea 
MUSIC HALL 
CARDINAL RICHELIEU 


Starring 
GEORGE ARLISS 
ON STAGE ... “GLORY OF EASTER,” 
spectacle; ‘‘Lonely Hearts,’’ a romantic fantasy 
in three scenes, produced by Leonidoff. Sym- 
ote Orchestra under the direction of Erno 
apee. 
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pointment in N. Y. theatres. Weath- 
er too good. 


Westport summer theatre will 
hold to six productions this year, 
opening July 1. Playhouse will have 
three up for test. Others done by 
N. Y. managers. 


Train schedule to Chi cut to 17 
hours’ running time. Makes it 16 
hours westward and 18 on the east- 
ern run on both the Pennsylvania 
and New York Central lines. 


Report conducted by Child Wel- 
fare Committee of League of Na- 
tions throughout 12 countries re- 
ports kids prefer westerns to war 
films. Junior misses like romances, 
boys go for adventure stuff. Walt 
Disney's cartoons enjoy universal 
popularity. 


Feodor Chaliapin removed from 
ship-board and hospitalized, suffer- 
ing from an attack of grippe on his 
arrival in Paris, April 27. 


Reconstructed two lower floors of 
old Tribune bldg. on Nassau street, 
N. Y., will house new Springer and 
Cocalis theatre. 


Nazis pushing development and 
perfection of television as an aid 
in propaganda activities. 


Gezo Biro, dwarf, formerly circus 
performer, pinched in Budapest, 
where he had given up his calling 
for more lucrative business of en- 
tering stores through ventilators 
and transoms as a gate opener for 
thieving companions. 


New additions to the Goldman 
theatre chain in Pennsylvania are 
the Band Box, Germantown, and the 
acquisition of property at 56th 
street, Philly, where indie operators 
will erect a new 1,000-seater. 


Elisabeth Bergner sailed Satur- 
day (27) for Vienna. On same boat 
are Helen Chandler and her hus- 
band, Bramwell Fletcher, who will 
honeymoon in Italy. Rex takes out 
Lillian and Dorothy Gish. 


Giulio Gatti-Casazza, Metropoli- 
tan opera impresario, retired from 
organization, sailed for his home- 
land Saturday (27) amid much cere- 
mony created by his former asso- 
ciates at sailing. 


Harriette Carr, radio singer, 
names Jerry Mann, also radio per- 
sonality, father of her child, in 
Philly courts. Asks $25,000 in 
breach of promise suit. 


Franz Lehar forms his own co. to 
ensure payment of royalties. Just 
lost $75,000 through the failure of 
his pubs. 


Lawrence Schwab hires Gertrude 
Niesen to prima donina-in St. Louis 
at his summer op. 

Stage Relief Fund giving Sunday 
breakfasts to swell the funds. 

Six Coney Island Iron steamboats 
went on block for $23,250 on Mon- 
day. Fleet at last is split up. Three 
went to Irving Rossoff. Steamers 
sold last year for $15,000. 

One of the announced objectives 
of the forthcoming Berlin motion 
picture conference is the evolution 
of a plan whereby salaries of play- 
ers would be approximately the 
same in all countries. Not yet 
known how the norm will be ar- 
rived at. 

Trial of a bookseller charged with 
offering obscene literature bright- 
ened when the accused stated that 
while the vice society was custodian 
of seized books, dealers who beat 
the charge never received return of 
the entire snatch. Books now go 
to the police, who give 'em all back, 
he says, 

Dexier Fellowes, p.a. of the Ring- 
ling-B. & B. circus, to write his au- 
tobiography. He joined the Pawnee 
Bill show some 40 years ago, went 
over to Buffalo Bill and joined the 
Ringlings when the Bill show 
closed. 

Elisabeth Bergner gave her first 
press interview in six years, 


Ribello Bologna gets court per- 
;mission to assume his mother’s 
name, Menzi. Says he's tired of 
being called salami, liverwurst and 
similar names. 

Dorothy Hollis, actress, dis- 
charged in Homicide Court on tech- 
nical charge. Held when her car 
struck and killed an elderly broker 
in New Yark, March 28. 


Police raid supposed headquarters 
of Irish Sweeps and confiscate the 
stubs of 2,000 sold tickets awaiting 
shipment. Buyers are out of luck. 

Edwin H. Armstrong announces a 
new form of short wave radio that 
will eradicate static. 


RKO has purchased Max Ander- 
son’s ‘Mary of Scotland.’ Subject 
is in the public domain, but Radio 
bought for treatment. 

There will be 370 concerts in N. 
Y. parks this summer. 

Jenny Barclay, 22 years old, who 
told police she was a champion 
swimmer in Ohio, drew a suspend- 











ed sentence on a disorderly conduct 
|} charge in Essex Market. Thrice 
| tried to disrobe and g» off the dock 
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Variety takes no 


at Delancy street, police charged, 
using the dock for a dressing room. 

Sam Warshawsky has another 
play, ‘The Double Bed,’ now that 
his ‘Woman of Destiny’ looks head- 
ed for production. 

Carl E. Schultze, who created the 
Foxy Grandpa cartoons, now on re- 
lief. At one time had an upper 
Broadway theatre, the Bunny, 
named after his cartoon signature. 

Gladys George has officially with- 
drawn her counter divorce suit 
against her husband, Edward H. 
Fowler. Her attorney says she was 
misled by volunteer witnesses, who 
offered depositions against Fowler. 





Coast 





Los Angeles police open drive on 
newsstand sale of obscene litera- 
ture to school children, arresting 12 
dealers. 


Pacific Grand Opera merged with 
L.A. Met Civic Opera for presenta- 
tion of series of classics at Bilt- 
more theatre. 


Paul McVey, 220-pound film ac- 
tor and. former football player, 
granted court order restraining his 
wife (98 pounds) from molesting 
him following his suit for divorce in 
which he charged she beat him up 
on many occasions. 


‘This thing is getting boresome,’ 
replied Mare Connelly in L.A. when 
asked to confirm or deny reports 
that his wife, the former Madeline 
Hurlock, screen actress, would di- 
vorce him in England and marry 
Robert E. Sherwood. ‘Everytime 
she takes a trip someone is divorc- 
ing us.’ 


Damage suit for $26,675 filed in 
L.A. by Nita Pike, film player, 
against Col. Thomas’ Thrasher, 
U.S. Marines, for injuries received 
in an auto accident, in which she 
charges he was drunk and drove on 
the wrong side of the street, crash- 
ing into another car. 


Damages of $100,000 against her 
divorced husband sought in L.A. by 
3etty Lee, one time ‘Miss America,’ 
who alleges he struck her. 


Suit asking ouster of C. C. Pyle, 
sales manager, and John Wilson, 
secretary, as directors of Radio 
Transcription Company of Holly- 
wood, filed by Freeman Lang and 
KE. K. Barnes, also directors, 

Divorce granted in L.A. to Mrs. 
Dorothy Busch, the former Dorothy 
McGowan of films. 

Sari Fedak, Hungarian actress, 
acquitted in L. A. of perjury charge, 
outgrowth of balm suit filed by 
Vilma Aknay against Ernest Vajda, 
film writer. Miss Aknay will be 
tried May 20 on similar count and 
both must stand trial on conspiracy 
charge later in month. 

Marriage report of Merle Oberon 
and David Niven said by both to be 
premature, 

Dick Webster, singer-violinist with 
Jimmy Grier’s orchestra, divorced 
in L. A. 

L. A. lumber company sued Elissa 
Landi for $1,508 on unpaid bill for 
building material. 

Estate of William (Stage) Boyd 
valued at $1,000. 

Beatrice Leo, 72, stage actress, 
who claims to have appeared before 
Queen Victoria at a command per- 
formance, injured in fall from street 
car in Los Angeles. 

Convicted of breaking the jaw of 
a woman following an altercation, 
Herbert Leslie, studio employe, sen- 
—_ to six months in the county 
ail. 

Mrs. Adolphe Menjou (Verree 
Teasdale) announced family addi- 
tion sometime in October. 

Invitations mailed out for mar- 
riage May 3 of Ada William Ince, 
one-time ‘Miss America,’ to Ray 
Dodge, former champion middle- 
distance runner, 

Paul Wharton, 25, film costume 
designer, killed in shooting affray in 
Los Angeles in which his chauffeur, 
a suicide, aso wounded, Henry Bolte, 
college professor. 


Midwest 


Mrs. Sarah Chase Franklin Young, 
radio performer, secured a divorce 
on grounds of desertion from Carle- 
ton Young in Chicago. She testified 
they were married in Jan., 1931, and 
that Young deserted her on their 
first wedding anniversary. 

Ted Weems, orchestra leader, and 
his wife adopted a baby boy. 

Stephen Ferguson, husband of 
Trudy Davidson, Chicago cabaret 
performer, petitioned in court last 
week for reduction of his $250 a 
month alimony payments. Petition 
also asked that their child, now in 
custody of Mrs. Ferguson, be taken 
from her. 

Cole Bros. and the Hagenbeck- 
Wallace circuses in Chicago gave 
a performances for 15,000. chil- 
aren, 
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Big Biz On Tax 


(Continued from page 3) 





needs, and ruin the industrial pres- 
tige of the state for all time. 

Claim is made that the induce- 
ments for transients and mendi- 
cants clamoring to get into the 
state is the fact that Government 
aid is being given without red tape, 
and expediency is used in provid- 
ing for their needs. Also they have 
been falling for a lot of the ‘red’ 
propaganda, besides the talk that 
old-age pensions along the Town- 
send plan lines would be dished out 
within a short time. Another means 
of bait was the whispering cam- 
paign all over the country that the 
Sinclair epic production and share- 
your-wealth plans were in the off- 
ing. 

This propaganda which has been 
shot around by the ‘red’ and ‘Rus- 
sianizing’ elements has been firmly 
planted especially in southern Cali- 
fornia. It is here where the tran- 
sients flocked after being kicked out 
of Arizona where as a rule they ar- 
rived as hitch hikers, in broken 
down automobiles and on box cars, 
Arizona having no use for them, 
gave them food, gas or transporta- 
tion means of some sort or other 
so they would be rid of the en- 
cumbrances by pushing them over 
the California line. 

With the state leislature in ses- 
sion here and quite a few of the 
Epix-elected members offering vari- 
ous measures that would provide 
funds for the so-called ‘share your 
wealth’ mob, the influx has been 
very big into the state across the 
Arizona line within recent months, 
and all these facts were pointed out 
by the picture crowd to the other 
industrial leaders when the matter 
of state protection was brought up 
and agreed upon. 


Schools Fight Scourge 


The ‘red’ propaganda even found 
its way into the public schools 
through various means. It finally 
came to the attention of the Board 
of Education in Los Angeles which 
now makes it mandatory for a pupil 
in the high school to sign a pledge, 
which has to be witnessed by the 
parents, to the effect that he or she 
will not join any sororities, fraterni- 
ties or secret orders of any form 
while attending school; otherwise 
they will not be permitted to con- 
tinue courses in the higher schools 
of learning that are operated with 
state and county funds. 

There also has been considerable 
of the ‘Russianizing’ propaganda 
and talk creeping into the ranks of 
studio workers. Studio heads mean 
to oust the ‘red’ element from the 
industry. Already several of the 
leaders have been given the gate at 
studios. A wholesale canning will 
take place in at least two studios as 
soon as records, now being checked 
by the authorities, are verified. 








$1,500 Take 


Worcester, Mass., April 30. 

Two armed bandits took the 
Capitol theatre for $1,500 Satur- 
day night (27) at the peak biz hour. 
They bound up Elmer Daniels, 
manager; William Halloran, ass’t 
mgr., and Julia O'Reilly, cashier, 
with picture wire and adhesive 
tape. 

Town's last theatre holdup oc- 
curred in October, 1933, when Poli's 
Palace was robbed of $2,000 by the 
Millen brothers ard Abe Faber. now 
waiting execution. at Charlestown 
state prison. 





More Racing for Mass. 


Boston, April 30. 

Massachusetts may have 100 days 
of horse racing instead of 70 if a 
legislative movement instituted by 
Charles F, Adams, representing the 
Suffolk Downs race track (East 
Boston), is successful. 

Adams in appealing the change 
in the state racing laws before the 
legislative committee on legal af- 
fairs insisted that residents of 
Massachusetts would be attracted to 
other states where 120 days of rac- 
ing is allowed, unless the Bay State 
took immediate steps to broaden 
the pony law. 





B. H. MARCUS HELD 
Syracuse, N. Y., April 30 

Styling himself a Hollywood 
scenarist, Bernard H. Marcus, of 
Los Angeles, is held in $5,000 bail 
here on a charge of second degree 
grand larceny, awaiting grand jury 
action. 


Marcus was arrested in Little 


Rock, Ark., and returned here. 
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Broadway 


Tito Coral back from the Coast. 

Greenwich Village’s big comeback. 

J. H. McNabb off to Europe, Fri- 
@ay (26). 

Horace Jackson in from Coast on 
ghort visit. 

Harry Cooper’s cafe has added 
open-face effect. 

Twelfth Night Club holding final 
revel Sunday (5). 

Alex Gottlieb has a new car and 
a summer log cabin, 

Mrs. Dave Vine underwent an 
operation at Medical Center. 

Joe Pincus left Saturday on a 
two-week vacation to Bermuda. 

Peggy Goldberg, of Educational’s 
publicity staff, still seriously ill. 

Herman Shumlin thrilled with 
overnight plane trip from Coast. 

Jock Whitney planing back to 
Coast for preview of ‘Becky Sharp.’ 

Doris Meyers’ home was robbed, 
even down to the girl’s spare stock- 
ings. 

Bobby (Uke) Henshaw back from 
London with mustache and uke in- 
tact. 

Louis Lowenstein, g.m. for ‘Any- 
thing Goes,’ back from 10-day 
cruise. 

Their vacations over, Gary Cooper 
and Kitty Carlisle left for the 
Coast. 

Jan Kiepura, Polish singer, signed 
by Par, doesn’t come over until Sep- 
tember. 

George Brown has taken Zeke 
Colvan’s house at Bayside for the 
summer. 

Russ Cantor, Coast tenor, has the 
old Lopez band around him as a 
new unit. 

Allen Goldsmith, son of the late 
Henry Goldsmith, attorney, now a 
wine agent. 

Dario L. Faralla, former treasurer 
for First Division, to Coast to join 
Paramount. 

Irv Brecher and Abe Lipschutz 
wrote the material for the Easy 
Aces shorts. 

Ed (The Bishop) Lenihan will 
summer at Cape Cod during the Ri- 
alto shutdown. 

Gregory Ratoff and Monty Banks 
in from Lunnon with their new U.A. 
pic made abroad. 

Frank Gillmore and Paul Turner 
of Equity back from a six-week 
Mediterranean cruise. 

Archie and Sam Miller have 
the new spot on east side of town 
tagged Cafe St. Denis. 

Katherine Locke, legit actress in 
‘If a Body,’ is the wife of Morris 
Helprin, United Artists p.a. 

Every time Emile Boreo is bought 
a drink he goes for Grand Duchess 
cocktails, made with vodka. 

Jack Curtis and Charlie Allen 
hosting Frank Neill, Australian 
vaude manager, who’s up for a biz 
visit. 

George Bilson, in charge of War- 
ner Bros., and First National trail- 
er service, left Thursday (25) for 
Coast. 

Archie Mayo may Canal - boat 
back to Hollywood, possibly on the 
game boat with the Eddie Cantor 
party. 

Lou Lissner, of the Old Fashioned 
Grille, celebrated a birthday, esti- 
mated to be a double twenty- 
eizhter. 

Rob Reud, p.a. for the St. Moritz, 
recovering from pneumonia. George 
Lottman staging the celeb nights at 
the St. M. 

Sign of summer: resort ‘social 
directors’ clogging up the 46th street 
curb waiting for open spots on the 
borsht circuit. 

George Groke, exiled from Ger- 
many, will appear in all-male dance 
recitals at Park (Cosmopolitan) 
May 3 and 4. 

Earl Carroli’s revue premiered 
into Ben Marden’s Riviera for the 
season to a $6 tariff, including cou- 
vert and dinner. 

Mike Poller succeeds Frank Ken- 
nedy, after several years as as- 
sistant to Jules Levy, Radio’s gen- 
éral sales manager, 

Loew is framing a ‘Hoilywood 
opening’ for ‘Go Into Your Dance’ 
(Jolson) at the Capitol Friday night 
£3). Cap usually opens ’em quietly. 

Hammer (5th Ave. Galleries) who 
has Romanoff royal treasures among 
his commodities, threw a vodka 
free-for-all at his Village manse 
Sat. nite. 

Those Times Square burlesque 
girls who go from theatre to hotel, 
and vice versa, with their stage 
makerp on, are no walking ads for 

he theatres. 

Jack Goldman installing a musical 
Oval bar at his Hickory House May 
15 or so, and Jack Goldman will 
come in to preside at the door. Will 
necessitate removing the booths for 
better visibility. 

Manhattan (ex-Billy Rose’s) Mu- 
sic Hall may become another Broad- 
Way black-and-tan, depending on 
Connie’s Inn which came from Har- 
lem to Broadway on the site of the 
old Palais Royale. 

Picture people, solicited by one of 
the Coast lines for patronage, are 
laying off for alleged prejudicial 





reasons. Film folk are advising the 
home office as to their reasons for | 
refusing patronage. 

Joe Cook, Tom Patricola and Bus- 
ter West have been re-signed by | 
Educational for shorts next season 
Production on a comedy featuring | 
Sylvia Froos will about wind-up 
work on present season’s sked 

Earle Sande, since becoming a | 


nitery entertainer, currently at the } 
Club, was deemed a natural 


Stork 





for Derby 


week engagements near 
Louisville, but Sherman Billingsley 


has the jockey-singer under con- 
tract. 

The slow service at the Park Cen- 
tral, at Marvin Schenck’s shindig, 
believed to be the hotel’s cute idea 
to bolster the likker sales during the 
waiting period, riled the wise Broad- 
way bunch which predominated the 
attendance. 

Sabotage against a Broadway 
nitery with repeated stenchings has 
the insurance company, the labor 
unions and the authorities combin- 
ing to trace the source, which is 
not ascribed to labor difficulties. 
Competitive elements are suspected. 
Worst stenching last week started 
at 5 a, m., so that the stuff sank 
into the carpets and permeated the 
premises too thoroughly to be dis- 
infected in the usual manner. Odor 
lingered for three days. 





By Bob Stern 





Curtis Melnitz back from Munich. 

Betty Anne Hagler under the 
weather. 

Harold Smith passing Easter in 
Switzerland. 

Ludmilla Pitoeff recovering from 
an operation, 

‘Chaste Susanne’ to be revived at 
Gaite-Lyrique. 

Daughter born 
Marcelle Yrwin. 

Student’s film club formed to show 
classics on screen, 

Jim Gerald to London for a 
double-version film. 

Erwin Foliot forming 
little theatre group. 

S. R. O. at the A. B. C. for Lu- 
cienne Boyer’s return. 

Jean Anouilh putting last touches 
on new play ‘Jesabel.’ 

Mme, Dussane, after illness, back 
at Comedie Francaise, 

Film reporters giving farewell 
lunch to Carlo Bavetta. 

Jose Squinquel engaged by Sasha 
Guitry for ‘Pasteur’ film. 

Jean Dreville dropping plan to 
make film of ‘La Garconne.’ 

Escholiers troupe playing Yvan 
Noe’s ‘Woman Cut in Pieces.’ 

New nitery named ‘Mont Pelee,’ 
after mountain in Martinque. 

Dick de Rochemont to Switzer- 
land, also, but not just for Easter. 

Harry Leasim’s son George, 12, 
undergoing appendicitis operation. 

Metro’s Madelein Cinema return- 
ing to grind for Eastern holiday ses- 
sions. 

Touring Francis Mangan girls 
making Marseilles after Nice. Then 
Paris. 

‘Ruggles of Red Gap’ (Par) getting 
off to a good start at the Lord 
Byron. 

Club du Fauborg giving a banquet 
for Jacques Feyder and Francoise 
Rosay. 

Marcel Pagnol to make a picture 
with Marseilles high school boys as 
actors, 

Jean Pierre Aumont back in cast 
of Noel Coward play at Nouvelle 
Comedie. 

Local show biz giving farewell 
party to Andre Bose after 50 years 
on stage. 

Georges Cremieux forming French 
road company for South America, 
to sail in June. 

Paul Le Flem proposing reduction 
in number of symphony concerts, to 
increase grosses. 

Gaby Morlay booked by Rene De- 
brenne for tour all over Europe, be- 
ginning October. 

Maurice Lehmann to change 
shows weekly at Porte Saint Martin 
in May and June. 

Pierre Richard Willm signed to 
work in French version of ‘Stradi- 
varius’ film at Berlin. 

Denys Amiel’s ‘Woman in Flower’ 
to open next season at Varietes, with 
Valentine Tessier in lead. 

Henry Duvernois’ ‘Rouge’ to re- 
main in St. Georges until end of 
season and to reopen in fall. 

Guy Dorlan, original Topaze, to 
take same role in revival of the 
Pagnol play at the Varietes. 

M. Priolet, singer, losing $3,000 
libel suit against Louis Leon- Martin, 
critic who didn’t like his work. 

King Gustav of Sweden seeing 
French version of Noel Coward's 
‘Private Lives’ at Theatre Michel. 

Ministers Flandin and Laval at- 
tending Comedie Francaise show in 
Milan after conferring on Germany. 

Alice Dufresne to play lead in 
‘Crossfire’ by Albert Jean, which will 
open next season at Theatre Mont- 
parnasse. 

Janine Crispin to Brussels to play 


to Georgius and 


‘Equipe,’ 


lead in ‘Surprise Party,’ by Mme 
Van Raalte Wessel, at Theatre | 
Royal du Parc. 

Raymond Lussiez and G. Lourau 


going to Berlin for the convention. 
Also representatives of French film 
press association. 

Duparca de Walleyne, film sales- 


man for UFA in Paris, getting | 
French military medal for war} 
| heroism Already had Croix de | 
Guerre. 
Rome Express accommodations 


too small to take _entire Comedie 


Francaise troupe of 62 from Paris 
for an Italian tour, so half going 
on other train. 





Theatres folding for summer. 
Pola Negri finished ‘Mazurka’ pic. 


‘Die Elf Teufel’ bought by Mi- 
nerva. 

‘Der Mutige Seefahrer’ sold to 
Europa. 


‘Amphitryon.’ 


for Panorama, 

Leopoldine Konstantin gone in for 
pooch breeding. 

Jan Kiepura wound up ‘Ich Liebe 
alle Frauen’ for UFA, 

‘Der Daemon des Himalaya’ shows 
best scenic shots of year. 

Cine-Allianz signed Martha Eg- 
gerth for lead in ‘Casta Diva.’ 

Adele Sandrock leads Bavaria’s 
‘Der Kampf mit dem Drachen.’ 

Martha Eggerth finishing ‘Die 
Blonde Carmen,’ with Leo Slezak. 

Ufa took ‘Der Ehestreik’ with 
Trude Marlen, Paul Richter and 
cast, south for exterior shots. 

Gustaf Gruendgens playing King 
Charlies VIII in UFA’s ‘Das Maed- 
chen Johanna’ (‘Joan of Arc’). 

Gustav Froehlich and Rose Strad- 
ner finished ‘Karnevalsnacht’ for 
NDLS. 

Paul Hoerbiger, Maria Andergast, 
Serda, Sabo and Sima, leading in 
‘Die Endstation.’ 

Anny Ondra, Moxie Schmeling’s 
missus, and Wolf Albach-Retty well 
a with ‘Grossreinemachen,’ new 

m. 

UFA has Karl Ludwig Diehl, Sby- 
ille Schmitz, Mabel Chiltern, Werner 
Scharf and Georg Alexander doing 
‘Idealen Gatten.’ 

Despite forced ballyhoo in Ger- 
many’s entire press, ‘Triumph des 
Willens,’ shot at last party congress 
at Nuernberg, faded dismally. 

‘Mach Mich Gluechlich,’ with Else 
Elster, Ursula Grabley, Albert Lie- 
ven, Paulsen, Sandrock and others, 
shooting in French and German ver- 
sions. 

Carl Froehlich’s cooperative film, 
‘Laerm um Weldemann’ released 
through Europe, and well received 
Victor de Kowa, Ellen Frank, Ur- 
sula Grabley and Guenther Baller 
have leads. 





London 





Dick Henry due here early in 
June. 


Robert Milton cabling Bostock for 
a theatre. 


Herbert Griffith to conduct ‘Danc- 
ing City’ for Stoll. 


Dave Bader plugging Larry Adler 
as film possibility. 


Fletcher Allen completed 
piece, ‘Time Stood Still.’ 


Beverly Nichols contemplating a 
revue skit ‘Up the Garden Path.’ 

Desmond rter approached to 
adapt a new musical by Kurt Weill. 

Arthur Dent getting all ready for 
his New York trip. Won’t be long 
now. 

Morris Goodman, Mascot Films 
head, here looking for a representa- 
tive. 

Julius Hagen signed Judy Gunn 
for pictures on a three year con- 
tract. 

Jack Hylton clearing $5,000 per 
week as his rake-off on the Palla- 
dium show. 

Edward Duesberg, Scala theatre, 
Berlin, booker, due here May 8 on 
talent hunt. 

Jack Hylton has 82 postponed 
dates, with managements yelling for 
fulfillments. 

Frederick 
Easter holidays 
North of England. 

Harry Hall, Blackpool’s enter- 
tainment chief, back from his world 
tour fully recovered, 

Alexander Korda to produce film 
version of Mary Borden's latest 
novel, ‘King of the Jews.’ 

Edward Stirling wants English 
touring rights of ‘The Light That 
Failed’ and ‘Dear Brutus.’ 

Julius Hagen paying $1,125 for a 
three-page film scenario script, con- 
sidered very big money here. 

Maurice Kincler, Belgian film 
agent, here to negotiate some conti 
nental films for Gaumont-British. 

Charles Kunz booked for Para- 
mount minus his orchestra. Will 
do a solo in Earl St. John flash. 

Zuddy Rogers due here for an 
other film for British International 
Diamond Brothers will also be in it. 
j Ralph Ince under one year’s con- 


new 


Lonsdale spending 
in Witherslack, 





tract as supervising director for 
Warner Frothers Teddington astu- 
dio. 

Paul Robeson rehearsing in 
Stevedore at the Embassy theatre 
for a trvont. with West-Pnd to fol- 
iow 

| Billy and Beverly Bemis getting 
| plenty of publicity with ether dates 


and personal appearances during 
College Rhythm’ (Par) run. 

Newly formed Co-Optimists open 
at the Palace in May. Include Ne!- 


Fita Benkhoff drew Andria part in | leading role. 


Fred Lyssa producing kiddy shorts 
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Se ae es 
Sam Wood back at Metro. 
Lee Tracy east to talk plays. 
Harold Hopper in from the East. 
Joe Morrison east for personals 
son Keys, Davy Burnaby, Vera Len- Alan Mowbray made a hole in 
| nox, Albert Burdon, Olive Grove. one. 
| Evelyn Laye and Francis Lederer | Seymour Felix no like black spl- 
| may play leads in C. B. Cochran's | ders. 
forthcoming production of ‘Dalli- Feg Murray back from Mexico 
ance,’ with score by Oscar Straus. City 

‘ ’ . : . . ty. 

Justice,’ first of Leon M, Lion's Ww dir had ; is adie 
| Galsworthy season at the Playhouse Vally Ford's missus out of the 
jearned considerable praise for por- | hosp. 
trayal by Stephen Haggard of the! Ted Magee joined the Fawcett 

crew. 


Paramount asking for permig- 
sion to stage vaudeville flash at its 
Manchester house on Good Friday, 
but no permission granted two days 
before the date. 

Joe Coyne walking out of the Lee 
Ephraim show, ‘Toi C’est Moi’ 
(‘You're Me,’) after several days’ 
rehearsal. Says he is through with 
show business. 

‘There Go All of Us’ (which 
opened at Duke of York’s under 
title ‘For the Defense’) closed at 
Piccadilly theatre, April 13 after 
seven weeks all told. 

Two of Wainwrights theatres, in 
Hitchin and Hertford, now booked 
by Sidney Bernstein, with K,. R. 8S. 
objecting, claiming it is just another 
booking arrangement. 

Frances Day leaving cast of ‘Jill 
Darling’ to do a picture for Gau- 
mont-BbBritish, with whom she is un- 
der contract, Picture will star Jack 
Hulbert, also directing. 

First play on the personality of 
Dickens comes from the pen of C. F. 
Carr and E. A. Mitchell, titled 
‘Charles Dickens.’ Will be produced 
in May at Southampton. 

Lilian Baylis, English Ballet to 
tour the provinces under the direc- 
tion of Windmill management, and 
will star Markova who, despite her 
Russian monicker, is English. 

General Kentish and Paul Eng- 
land chaperoning Leroy Prinz’s 
‘Hollywood Beauties’ at the opening 
of ‘Cocoa Nut Grove,’ latest bottle 
party nitery in Regent Street. 


Shanghai 


By Cal S. Hirsh 

Peking German Drama Club 
stages ancient Chinese shows in 
Shanghai. 

British film market here deplora- 
ble in spite of majority British for- 
eign population. 

First Chinese mass wedding com- 
ing soon—26 of 59 prospective brides 
are ex-taxi dancers. 

Carter the Great, big act with 
Chinese, opened at Carlton theatre, 
Evelyn Maxwell supporting. 

Verna Gordon, from New York, is 
a favorite at the Cathay. Probabili- 
ty contract will be extended through 
summer months. 

Royal Balinese 
10 for long stay, before going to 
America, via Japan; 42 persons 
headed by Princess Dewi Maya. 

H. S. Dunn taking over Far East 
Warner Bros. territory with office 
in Shanghai. Ralph Binns, former 
China manager, going to Australia. 

Chinese press raving over fact 
that Mei Lan-fang and Butterfly 
Wu expect 500,000 Moscowites to see 
them in Chinese drama. Sold out 
ten days in advance, according to 
report here, 

Dixie Frances Fox at Mont 
Berg’s Little Club, while Wayne 
and Carruthers giving ultra modern 
terpsichore exposition. Marty Sands 
and Mildred Dawn sing, chuckle, 
and dance here. 


Madrid 


tuth Chatterton due. 

Manuei Tovar, cartovnisi, dead. 

Casablanca shuttered during Lent. 

Ricardo Villa, municipal band 
leader, dead. 

Carlos Arniches out of hosp after 
an operation. 

New Madrid 
financial gocko. 





expected April 





buliring a huge 


Jose Gonzales Marin, declaimer, 
under the knife. 
Miss N. Warner Hooke, British 


novelist, in Palma, 
Luis Quintanilla out of jail after 
six months as a political prisoner. 
Berta Singerman off to Portugal 
on her way back to South America. 
Palma Post, Mallorca’s only Eng- 
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lish daily, going weekly: Times too 
tough, 

Romea theatre, addicted to musi- 
cal shows, getting too old, so it'll be 
razed, 

Gong, nitery, now doing 16-cylin- 
der biz. Lots of acts and no couvert 
i helping 

Madrid-Paris theatre, newest film 
showcase opening soon with 
Dames’ (WB). 


Tina Seg, warbler, and Maria Vic- 
toria and Maria Antiner, dancers, at 
the Hollywood. 


Banks Winter left Glendale rest- 
home, 

Paula 
her dad. 

Hugh Herbert back from eastern 
p.a. tour. 

Peggy Fears sued for $87 carpete- 
laying bill. 

Irene Dunne back from her easte 
ern junket, 

Trem Carr going for a new golf- 
ing layout. 

Charlie 
Frisco trip. 

Ruth Durell out and around after 
a minor op. 

Jimmy Gleason going in for cabi- 
net making. 

Harry English may reopen NVA 
offices here, 

Laird Doyle has gone for an es- 
tate, no less. 

Grace Moore tossed a shindy for 
Mary Garden. 

E. H. Griffith off for Laguna to 
shake the flu. 

Bob Sisk flew east with a print of 
‘The Informer.’ 

Bob Harris out to his gold mine 
for a few days. 

Irving Cummings having a spec- 
ial plane built. 

Metro golfers drilling for the 
June tournament. 

Irving Pichel made his schedule 
on ‘She’ look silly. 

Marion Spitzer up and about after 
an appendicitis op. 

Migration from Palm Springs to 
Malibu has started. 

Morris Small admits he got home- 
sick for Hollywood. 

Al Bowman quits as director and 
member of the ITO. 
Jack Donohue'’s 
carved under ether, 

Karen Hale’s vertebrae will be 
knitted in six weeks. 

Colin Clive’s pooches cleaned up 
at the Ventura show. 

Gail Patrick to Memphis as queen 
of the cotton festival. 

F-WC home office gang has taken 
up horse-shoe pitching. 

Dewey Robinson joined Marz 
Bros. story tryout tour, 

Sam Katzman threatens to set up 
an indie producing unit. 

George Murphy and Columbia got 
together on a new deal. 

Gene Austin and his head man, 
Bob Kerr, back in town. 

Harry Chotiner fully recovered 
from recent oppendicitis op. 

Top honors in Pasadena bulldog 
show to Fred Steele's Buster. 

Tom Connors eame in, looked 
around and went back to N,. Y. 

Wera Engels personalled at the 
San Francisco Shrine banquet. 

Eddie Small will make a film 
glorying a woman tennis champ. 

BBB back in his celeb-baiting 
routine at the Club New Yorker. 

Metro’s ‘Mala’ company will be 
in the South Seas another month. 

John Hammill fishing in the Pa- 
cific and catching a good sunburn. 

Mack Gray back from the east 
and spouting the glories of Cal. 

Harry Hartman putting in stage 
shows at his Orpheum in San Diego. 

Lionel Hampton's Cotton club ree 
vue into the Paramount for a week, 

Arthur Vinton back to Broadway 
this summer after three years in 
pix. 

Ralph Ravenscroft p.a.’ing Harry 

’ . 


Btu- 


Stone skeet shooting with 


Skouras back from a 


schnozzle was 


Sherman pix and 
dios. 

Max Verschleiser returns to New 
York after vacashing with his son, 
Ben, 

Lou Halper back from a looksee 
of Warner houses in Pacific north- 
west, 

Margaret Sullavan and William 
Wyler in from European honey- 
moon. 

William H. Turner, vet character 
player, seriously ill with blood pol- 


soning. 

Dave Howard's yacht Is the offi- 
clal mother ship for Coast sailboat 
racing. 

Sette Davis under the weather 
from after effects of wisdom tooth 
yanking. 

Abe Schirmer, music pub, flew 


back to New York with Mayor La- 
Guardia. 

Harry Brand will vacash at Pana. 
ma and perhaps buy himself a new 
skimmer. 

Mike Rosenberg visited Brawley 
to check up on remodeling his the- 
atre there. 

Jack Moffitt here and gone after 
north and southing De Mille’s 
‘Crusades.’ 

Barnett 
dad and 
month's visit. 

Major John Zanft 


Rubenstem and Bob Ruby, 


brother of Harry, here for 


back to his 





Juan Olmedilla, dramatic critic, 
banqueted on twenty-fifth anniver- 
ary aga ne Wspa pe rman 

Sidney Horen (Fox) and Jack 
Edelstein (MGM) in from Barcelona 

jon their respective business beats. 

Aznares Sisters, Torre Sisters 
Elvira Coppelia and Hella and 
Eddie, all hoofers, drawing at the 


| 


Tido, nitery. 


agency biz from N. Y. trip on First 
Division dicker. 
Cameraman Charles Boyle to Ma- 


(Continued on page 64) 
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Fox-Met Cash Bids 





(Continued from page 7) 
salary at $50,000 annually. That's 
approximately half of the Skouras- 
Randforce pay combined. 

Judge Julian Mack who is sitting 
on this case, now around three 
years, suggests that maybe his 
patience is coming to an end. But, 
he says things with his usual smile. 
However, he indicates, he does not 
contemplate approving or disap- 
proving any plan at the conclusion 
of the present hearings but to ad- 
journ. Also, he intends to make 
suggestions on formulating any plan 
and altogether indicates the situa- 
tion is still wide open. 

For a beginner, Judge Mack sug- 
gests a sinking fund which will 
amortize the bonds and limit pay- 
ment of stock dividends until such 
bond amortization shall be _ had, 
during the whole lifetime of the 
bond issue. Judge Mack makes some 
remark about guarding against 
milking the new company. 

To Greenfield, among the many 
witnesses called, there is no fear of 
any product shortage for Fox Met. 
Everybody else in the picture, with 
Fabian also excepted, fears such a 
possibility in case a deal is not 
made, to include Skouras and Rand- 
force, who hold the Fox Film fran- 
chise for Fox Met in their respective 
own companies. 

Swope on ‘Picture Famine’ 

Herbert Bayard Swope, for in- 
stance, previously testifying men- 
tions such a possible thng as a 
‘picture famine.’ Nathan Burkan 
brings up the phrase, ‘the right to 
buy,’ but Greenfield says that’s all 
ballyhoo about film franchises being 
so valuable as suggested by some. 
Fabian, however, brings home a 
point which all are seeking. This is 
that Paramount and Warners have 
indicated to him that the Fox Met 
theatres can get all the product 
necessary regardless who operates 
the circuit. 

Fabian, on resuming the stand, 
testified that the Warner and the 
Paramount franchises held by KAO, 
expire this year. 

Fabian alternated with Albert M. 
Greenfield on the stand. Bankers 
Securities Corp., of which Green- 
field is president, is putting up 
$650,000 for the Fabian plan. 

Greenfield makes a cool witness. 
The Philadelphia realtor makes it 
clear that so far as he or Bankers 
Securities are concerned they are 
ready to make a deal forthwith with 
Fabian. 

Kresel digs into Greenfield’s fi- 
nancial resources. He proves that 
Greenfield has held stock in banks 
which are defunct. 

‘Was Greenfield an officer of any 
of these defunct banks?’ The an- 
swer is, ‘No.’ Greenfield takes this 
opportunity to state he has held 
stock in many banks. 

In the midst of such an examina- 
tion, Greenfield plops a check before 
the court. Kresel takes it up. The 
check is for $100,000. Greenfield ex- 
plains that he came prepared and 
to prove his earnestness to the court 
of his position in this matter, there 
is this check. He offers it as ‘earn- 
est’ money, to be retained by the 
court or the committee; if he makes 
a deal this is to be applied to the 
whole matter. 

Kresel looks at the check to re- 
mark that it’s drawn on the Bank- 
ers Securities Corp., to the order of 
Albert M. Greenfield. 

‘Yes,’ says Greenfield, ‘and if you 
will give the check back to me, I'll 
endorse it.’ 

Fox’s Interest 

Kresel reads from a statement of 
the condition of Bankers Securities 
showing it has millions in assets. 
Under examination by Schenck’s 
counsel, Greenfield reveals that he 
and William Fox are the voting 
trusees of the B. S. C. He says he 
talked with William Fox some time 
ago to ask W. F.’s opinion about the 
Fox Met circuit, but other than this, 
William Fox has no _ connection 
with the Fabian offer. 

Fabian, cn the stand, says he is 
ready to put up $250,000 working 
capital for the new Fox Met, under 
his plan, even if this will make the 
cash outlay to be more than $1,- 
000,000. 

Attorney William Bainton, of 
Beekman, Bogue & Clark, counsel 
to the noteholders’ committee, also 
examines Greenfield and Fabian. 
During such examination, Fabian 
points out he is ready to submit a 
plan to the committee, with such 
modifications as may have been 
suggested at these hearings. 

Attorney Nathan Burkan ques- 


tions Greenfield principally as to 
Greenfield’s testimony given previ- 
ously on the value of film fran- 
Burkan, who is an accepted 


chises. 


legal authority on film matters, asks 
Greenfield whether he has heard of 
the NRA Code hearings and the 
phrase, ‘the right to buy.’ Oviously 
Burkan wants to prove that film 
franchises are valuable to a cir- 


cuit, contrary to what Greenfield 
may have testified. 
A. C. Blumenthal finally made 


an official bow in the hearings, first 
identified as a broker in this situ- 
ation for Schenck. Later, at the 
request of Attorney Archibald 
Palmer, Blumey arose in open court 
and promised not to sue the new 
Fox Met for any fees arising out 
of any connection which Blumey 
may have with the current situa- 
tion. Previously, Milton Weisman 
testified that Blumey must look to 
Schenck for his fees altogether, as 
per advance understanding of the 
parties. 

Weisman himself made a rather 
halting witness, at times, while he 
was on the stand, a second time 
during the current proceedings. 

The receiver of Fox Theatres had 
to answer for alleged statements 
made outside of the courtroom 
about Fabian’s connection with the 
Paramount and the Fox theatres, 
in Brooklyn. These statements re- 
late to Fabian’s operation of the 
Par and Fox. Weisman is sup- 
posed to have stated that Fabian’s 
purchase of the Brooklyn Para- 
mount building from Allied Own- 
ers is under investigation by the 
Sabath Congressional Committee. 
Weisman, on the stand, says some- 
body told him this. Also, Weis- 
man is supposed to have stated on 
the outside that Fabian is about to 
lose the lease on the Fox Brooklyn. 

Weisman testified also that he 
had stated something on the outside 
about reorganization, to be tried 
soon, of the Fox, Detroit; the Fox, 
St. Louis; and a theatre in San 
Francisco. 

Previously William Greve testified 
that Weisman threatened to bust 
up the downtown noteholders’ com- 
mittee. 

Halsey, Stuart is concerned in 
the theatres mentioned as well as 
Fox Theatres, as is also Fanchon 
& Marco, RKO and Fabian. RKO 
has an operating interest in the 
Fox, Detroit, while Fanchon & 
Marco operates the Fox, St. Louis. 


New Theatre Chain? 


There is no intimation by Weis- 
man or anybody else that the con- 
templated reorganization of the 
Fox de luxers, in which Fox The- 
atres may be concerned, has any 
connection with the union of in- 
terests between Fox Theatres and 
Schenck, on the Fox Met matter. 
Weisman’s testimony offers the 
trade room for wide conjecture on 
the possibility of a new key city 
chain in the offing. Every company 
in the business might be concerned 
on such a score. 

The severity with which Kresel 
is pursuing his examination of the 
situation, observation indicates, 
could lead to a serious shakeup of 
the entire situation, including even 
the Schenck-Weisman phases, Also, 
the entire industry could become 
involved directly or indirectly. Al- 
ready, KAO, Paramount, Warners 
and Loew are mentioned in some 
connection in the situation. 

Fabian, on the stand, recounted 
his conversations with Paramount 
and Warners. This brought Morton 
Bogue, of couns2! to the downtown 
noteholders’ committee, to his feet. 
Bogue is counsel also to the bank 
creditors of Paramount. 

The Fox Met reorganization pic- 
ture is completely turned about by 
Fabian’s testimony. Fabian says 
he talked to George J. Schaefer, of 
Paramount, and to Herman Starr, 
of Warners. 

Warners would like participation 
in the reorganization of Fox Met, 
maybe 50%, or at least so far as 
the 18 Fox Met houses in New Jer- 
sey are concerned. Paramount, 
through associates, might make a 
cash bid for Fox Met, Fabian says, 
he was told by Schaefer. 

Besides, Fabian testified, both 
Warners and Paramount have indi- 
cated they would provide product 
for the Fox Met group. Fabian says 
Starr told him that Blumenthal 
promised Warners’ participation in 
the Schenck-Weisman plan. As the 
session ended, Blumey was heard 
asking counsel to subpoena Schae- 
fer. Schaefer may testify today 
(Wed). 

The Paramount-Loew metropoli- 
tan New York agreement expires in 
a year and a half, 

A possible bid from Paramount 
is held certain to arouse stiff op- 
position from Loew. On the other 





hand Paramount's contemplations 


may serve to iron any existing con- 
troversies between Par and Loew, 
not only as concerns their busi- 
nesses in metropolitan New York, 
but also as concerns Chicago, 

Fabian named the Atlas Corp., A. 
H. Fortington, and Attorney Edwin 
Weisl, counsel to Atlas, and other 
banking interests in Paramount. 
Fortington is of the Royal (British) 
Indemnity Insurance Co, interests 
and both Fortington and Atlas are 
heavy owners of Paramount secur- 
ities. Fortington is also a member 
of the new Par board. 

H. B. Swope, when on the stand, 
was asked whether KAO isn’t bluff- 
ing in the situation about making 
a bid for Fox Met. The KAO chair- 
man replies he has known men who 
have been more easy to bluff than 
Joe Schenck. Schenck, Swope in- 
dicates, is the last man he would 
want to bluff. All this time Schenck 
is sitting in the rear of the room, 
between Blumey and William Rhine- 
lander Stewart. When Swope fin- 
ishes, Schenck departs with Blumey. 
Swope had just finished endorsing 
Schenck’s value in the Fox Met sit- 
uation, 


Kao Interest 


Swope tells about his first inkling 
that Fox Met control may change. 
He was on the Coast and he takes 
steps to find out what may hap- 
pen, especially how such a thing 
may affect KAO’s position in greater 
New York, 

The chairman of the board of 
KAO says he received assurances 
that Loew is not mixed up in the 
Weisman-Schenck offer and also 
that KAO will be protected in the 
situation. 

This*‘kind of answer routs the at- 
torneys who have been trying to 
point a collusive finger at the KAO- 
Schenck understanding, on the al- 
leged grounds that such an agree- 
ment stifles KAO’s intentions to 
bid for control of Fox Met. 

Swope, in his testimony, explains 
how the KAO manouvers in the 
Fox Met situation are entirely pro- 
tective moves; and that it is his 
opinion that Nox Met is the neces- 
sary and logical affiliate of KAO. 
This is among the most impressive 
utterances made at the hearings. 

Swope also says that KAO by its 
own invitation, has held conversa- 
tions with four or five parties re- 
garding Fox Met. Since Swope says 
four or five parties figured in these 
conversations, this group may have 
included such interests as Par, War- 
ners, besides B, S. Moss and Fabian. 

Fabian himself on the stand, after 
Swope, revealed that his own asso- 
ciates in a plan contemplated by 
him for reorganization of Fox Met 
were Albert M. Greenfield and the 
Bankers Securities Corp., both of 
Philadelphia. 

Of the $1,000,000 cash to be put up 
under the Fabian plan, Greenfield 
and Bankers Securities would put 
up $650,000. The Fabian share is 
$350,000. Fabian would get 75% of 
the new Fox Met stock and Bank- 
ers Securities, of which Greenfield 
is chairman, would get the remain- 
ing 25% of the stock. The $650,000 
put up by Bankers Securities would 
be in the nature of a loan which 
would be repaid out of stock divi- 
dends. This $1,000,000 would serve 
to pay Fox Met noteholders 20% in 
cash, which is fractionally higher 
than the cash part offered under the 
Schenck-Weisman plan which is 
pending. Also, the Fabian plan of- 
fers an additional 80% in 15-year 
4% notes, 

Fabian’s counsel was unsuccessful 
in getting the court’s permission to 
circulate his plan among the note- 
holders, at the present time. The 
noteholders’ committee objected on 
the ground that the committee has 
not as group, officially, endorsed any 
plan, 
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nila on a year’s contract with Phil- 
ippine Film Co, 

Kay Dailey of Frisco spent sev- 
eral days here talking vaude acts 
with Bert Levey. 

J. J. Sullivan heads east middle 
of May on annual film buying ex- 
pedition for F-WC. 

Ike St. Johns found his voice after 
it had been missing for two weeks 
due to an infection. 

Bill Maybury sitting in on Max 
Arnow’s job while the latter is 
scouting New York. 

Jack Curley, N. Y. sports promo- 
ter, here for huddles with Lou Daro, 
grunt and groan tycoon. 

Ben Berinstein and Harry Vinni- 
cof back from code authority hear- 
ings on the L. A. z-c sked. 

Mary Gargan’s English bull 
copped silver trophy, teapot and two 
ribbons at Pasadena dog show. 

Marianne Edwards, four-year-old 





moll of Roach’s Our Gang, gets $50 





OBITUARIES 


WILLIAM H,. BRENNAN 

William H. Brennan, 72, general 
manager of the Boston Symphony 
orchestra, died at his home in Ja- 
maica Plain, a Boston suburb, 
April 25. Gastric ulcers were the 
direct cause of his death. 

His first musical association was 
as manager of the Buffalo Music 
Hall. Later he managed the tours 
of Melba, Sembrich, Schumann- 
Heink, Kreisler and Paderewski. He 
joined Charles A. Ellis in 1903 and 
in 1908 replaced the latter as man- 
ager of the orchestra. 





CHARLES DREW 


Charles Drew, circus hoofer for 
almost half a century, died in a 
hospital in Bellaire, O., April 22, 
after being fatally injured when a 
carnival truck he was driving ran 
wild on a hill and crashed into a 
stone wall. The body was returned 
to Louisville, Ky., his home, for 
burial. 





JAMES E. CARLTON 

James E. ‘Bucky’ Carleton, 46, 
former burlesque comedian and of 
the vaudeville act of Beasley and 
Carleton, died in Braintree, Mass., of 
heart disease. He is survived by his 
widow, Marguerite (Rita) Hubbell, 
also of the stage. 

A member of the A. E. F., he was 
buried with military honors by the 
local Legion post. 





BERNARD DOURAS 

Judge Bernard Douras, 82, one- 
time New York political figure and 
father of Marion Davies, died Fri- 
day (26) in Beverly Hills after a 
brief illness. 

Deceased retired from the New 
York bench four years ago, going 
to the Coast, where he rseumed his 
law practice. 

Three other daughters survive. 





HELEN GLASON 

Mrs. Helen Glason, 31, divorced 
wife of Billy Glason, died in Chicago 
on April 25. They had been di- 
vorced about two years. Mrs, Gla- 
son had been a performer also, and 
as Helen Storey, had worked with 
and was married to Sailor Bill 
Dooley, her first husband. 

Mother and daughter 
Burial in Chicago. 


survive. 





ALMA SCHRADER 
Alma Schrader, 17, dancer, known 
on the stage as Arlene Lee ,was 
asphyxiated April 23 in a resort cot- 
tage at Villanova, St. Marys, O., 
when she was overcome while tak- 


ing a shower in a bathroom warmed 
by a gas heater. 
She was a native of St. Louis. 


ALFRED J. BUSBY 

Alfred J. Busby, 57, retired the- 
atre manager and former head of 
the Busby Advertising Co., Water- 
loo, Ia., died April 21. He had man. 
aged theatres in Waterloo, Mar- 
shalltown and Dubuque, Iowa, for 
20 years. 

Survived by his wife. 





JERRY FRANCIS MEYERS 


Jerry Francis Meyers, 21, of New 
York, died in a Syracuse hospital 
April 29 following a stroke Easter 
Sunday. He was with Johnny Kaye 
and his ‘Boys Will Be Girls’ revue 
at the Band Box there. 

Had previously done his female 
impersonation at the Club Richman 
and Nut club in New York and at 
the State Casino, Atlantic City, 





RALPH GALLET 

Ralph Gallet, 45, Chicago nite 
club operator, killed in auto acci- 
dent in Chicago on April 23. Was 
returning from site of new road- 
house. 

Burial in Chicago. (Further de- 
tals in news columns), 





TOMMY LORNE 


Tommy Lorne, 44, Scottish come- 
dian, died in Edinburgh nursing 
10me, April 16, following pneumonia, 
For many years a leading comic, 
Lorne appeared in his twentieth 
pantomime last Christmas, 





CLARKE VAN BENTHUYSEN 


Clarke Van Benthuysen, 55, head 
of publicity service, died April 25 in 
Los Angeles of a heart attack. 
Widow and stepson survive. 





J. GORDON RUSSELL 
J. Gordon Russell, 52, who ap- 
peared with William S. Hart in 
western films, died of a heart at- 
tack April 21 in Los Angeles. 





RICHARD C. TRAVERS 
Richard C. Travers, 50, former 
film actor, died April 20 in the Fort 





Arthur Military hospital at San 
Pedro, Cal., of pneumonia. 
Mother, 68, of Douglas Dum- 


brille, film actor, died April 20 in 
Los Angeles, 





Brother of Jack Born of Born 
and Lawrences died in Grand Haven, 
Mich., on April 21 of heart attack. 





per week to start, under court sanc- 
tion. 

Doris Nolan, Fox contractee, and 
the studio agreed on a settlement of 
her contract. Miss Nolan left for 
New York last Wednesday (24). 

C. Aubrey Smith finished up his 
part in ‘China Seas’ at Metro de- 
spite numerous head stitches after 
auto crash en route home from 
cricketing. 

A number of dance instructors 
throughout the country are adver- 
tising they taught Fred Astaire to 
hoof. He says he taught himself 
and has been his own instructor 
since he was six years old, 

Wallace Beery notified he is now 
a lieutenant-colonel on the staff of 
Governor Hired of Texas. 
figures it’s better than one of those 
full - fledged Kentucky - colonelcies 
because there’s not so many of 
them. 

Clarence Brown’s insistence on 
the real McCoy in the matter of 
choice viands for the banquet scene 
in ‘Anna Karenina’ set Metro back 
an additional $2,500 on the film’s 
budget. Brown turned the mob 
loose on the vittles after the scene 
was shot. 

Newly organized Fox West Coast 
home office social club has elected 
officers for the first year: President, 
George Topper; v.p., Tom Page; sec- 
retary, Ann Friedlund; treasurer, 
M. Michaelson; board, Keith John- 
son, W. H. Johnston, Andy Krapp- 
man, Ruth Jackson, Margaret Mc- 


Palm Springs 


Howard Hughes back in his new 
Sikorsky. 

Welcome Lewis here and forget- 
ting radio. 

Fred Datig and son getting the 
sun treatment, 

Clark Gable, Robert Montgomery, 
George Brent and Lewis Stone 
failed to place in the skeet shoot 
tourney. 

Joan Crawford threw a party at 
the Dolls House. 

George Hearst flew down a party 
in his new Vultee, 
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Frank Morgan and Roscoe Karns 
are drug store comics, 

Shutters are beginning to appear 
in windows all over town. 

Cary Grant went two rounds with 
‘Rich’ Lynch. No decision. 

Dolores Del Rio with her champ 
pet bull in evidence everywhere. 

Howard Strickling, Frank and 
Vic Orsatti here with L. B. Mayer. 

Ronald Colman breezing around 
in his roadster with the top down, 

Lyda Roberti and her pal, Clara 
Sinung, both got plenty sun burned, 

Paul Lukas and Charles Butter- 
worth bought homesites last week. 

Mrs. Guy Lombardo and Mrs. 
Victor Lombardo departing for New 
York. 

2 for 
liquor after 2 p.m. closing hour. 
State law. 

The Charles Butterworths and 
Victor Varconis on their seasonal 
farewell visit. 

The Spencer Kelloggs off for New 
York. Same for most of the east- 
ern socialites. 

Corinne Griffith managed to take 
three swimming lessons during her 
four-day stay. 

Norma Shearer and Irving Thal- 
berg at the Desert Inn. Ditto the 

arold Lloyds. 

Dutch Smith, El Mirador swim- 
ming instructor, off to Germany to 
coach the German Olympic diving 
team. 

Feeling that neon lights detract 
from the natural beauty of the vil- 
lage, locals will vote on banning 
them. 

Marshall Duffield and the wife 
Dorothy Lee, here for three days 
Marsh has lost that All-American 
figure. 





GIRL AERIALIST DIES 
St. Louis, April 30. 
Aerietta Cornwell, 28, was killed 
here today (Tues.) as the mouth 
strap broke during her iron jaw 
act. She fell 40 feet. Slip came 
at the end of the act as she was 
being lowered. 
Indoor circus was. given 
benefit of the police fund, 
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A.C. Gives Permit | 
To H-W Show, First 
In Three Seasons 


Atlantic City, April 3. 
For the first time in three years 
the Atlantic City Commission has 
granted a permit for an engage- 
ment of the Hagenbeck-Wallace 
show at the shore resort. Frank 
Hubin, a veteran showman, is 


credited with having made the plea 
which broke down the barriers 
which for three seasons have pre- 
vented the showing of any large 
tent organization at the amusement 
center. License will cost $350 per 
day. 

Negotiations are now on for the 
use of the old Pennsylvania railroad 
station site, in the heart of the 
city, which would permit the show 
to unload practically ringside. 

All applications from traveling 
shows have been refused in the 
past on the grounds their appear- 
ance would be inimical to the piers 
and other show places. Local po- 
litical conditions appear to have 
brought about the change of heart. 


Mrs. John Ringling Says 
Husband Broke Agreement 


Next step in the legal battle be- 
tween John Ringling and his wife, 
Emily, is dated for New York Su- 
preme Court May 6. Mrs, Ringling 


has applied for the abrogation of an 
agreement whereby she agreed to 
forego her dower rights and extend 
for four years a note for $50,000 on 
a loan she made to Ringling. 

The agreement and_ extension 
were made with the proviso that 
Ringling withdraw an action for di- 
vorce. Mrs. Ringling avers that, 
although that was done, Ringling 
again. filed divorce proceedings 
which are pending at Sarasota, Fla. 














BARNETT BROS. 


Fairmont, W. Va., April 30. 

Barnett Brothers circus for 1935 
gives a creditable performance for 
a motorized show of its size and 
when realized that there is naturally 
a limited supply of talent with a 
small show the program presented 
exhibits remarkable showmanship. 
The doubling of acts and the com- 
bination of acts at times conveys 
the impression fully twice as 
many cast are carried. The Cast- 
ing Lesters, the Rogers Sisters’ 
wire act, and Knight troupe, and 
the ‘Pinky’ Hollis riding number 
are especially clever while the 
three performing elephants, the 
LaVines perch act, Capt. Roy 
Howse’s horses, and the Lakes 
double trapeze act, are standard 
numbers for a show of this size. 
The menage number, the trapeze 
display, Ed Raymond and his coterie 
of clowns and the Arab act in which 
most of the male acrobats of the 
show appear round out a well bal- 
anced program, Jean Evans is the 
singer in the spectacle which fol- 
lows the grand entry. There is an 
ll-piece band which makes better 
music than could be expected of an 
organization of limited members. 

Bill Moore is fixer with the show. 





CIRCUS NOTES 


Frank Cook has returned to the 
Ringling outfit as legal adjuster 
after opening the Hagenbeck-Wal- 
lace show in Chicago. Ralph Claus- 
sen, who was fixer for the H-W 
trick, has succeeded Cook with that 
show. 





Floyd Hill, of the Walter Guice 
bar act, recovering from. plural 
pneumonia. 


Amerika Olvera, aerialist, who 


fell and fractured both arms and 
nose early in the date, is out of the 





hospital, 


BARNETT’S SLOW START 


Motorized Outfit Off to Poor Busi- 
ness in Early Stands 








Fairmont, W. Va., April 30. 


Barnett Brothers, first show in 


West Virginia for three seasons, did 


only fair business but this is 
charged up against the weather, But 


with better weather at Clarksburg | 


April 18 and Grafton April 19 busi- 
ness did not pick up as it should. 
Grafton on a nice spring day of this 
year gave the show small business 
while last year the outfit had big 
take with snow falling. This, too, 
when the government is *uilding a 
dig dam near Grafton and the city 
is on a boom. The show did a fair 
business here. 

One side of the reserved seats was 
not opened either afternoon or 
night. 

Harry Carey, just then remem- 
bered for the picture, ‘Trader Horn,’ 
was featured with the circus when 
here last season. It is possible that 
a picture star will be added to the 
show later this season. 


Chi H-W Shakeup 


Chicago, April 30. 

Frank Cook scrammed out of the 
Hagenbeck - Wallace outfit and 
flipped to New York with pretty 
reliable reports that he’s out of the 
Ringling organization entirely after 
more than 25 years with that out- 
fit. 

Being replaced here as key man 
by Ralph Clausen who’s been an 
adjuster with the Ringling organi- 
zation for years. . 








Two B’ham Carnies 


Birmingham, April 30. 

Rubin & Cherry Exposition, carnie 
wintering in Montgomery opened at 
Legion Field here Monday (29) fora 
week’s stand. They came here from 
Montgomery, where they had a 
week’s stand after opening the sea- 
son there. 

Royal Palm Shows, another car- 
nie, has been around town. since the 
first of April, playing local lots. Ap- 
parently business has been pretty 
good or the show would have left 
town, 





Mostly Stock 


Syracuse, N. Y., April 30. 

Free acts at the 1935 New York 
State Fair here will run mostly to 
animals. List as announced by Di- 
rector J. Dan Ackerman includes 
Dr. Bernard’s elephants, Carver's 
diving horses, Alf Loyal’s trick 
dogs. In addition, the Bob Eugene 
troupe, aerialists, has been signed. 

Change in direction makes Capt. 
John M, Keeley of the State Police 
head of the State Fair horse show. 





NOTES 


Bela Schafer’s ork into the Wil- 


shire Rowl, Los Angeles nitery, 





Bobby Sanford opens his Show- 
boat Revue on one of the Hudson 
River Day Line ships, moored off 
lower Manhattan, June 1. Meyer 
Davis will be associated with him 





in the venture for the fourth 
season. 
Marti Michel unit is furnishing 


the dansapation at the Hotel Moni- 
clair, N. Y. 





Freddie Starr’s combo doing the 
music at the Claremont Inn, New 
York, 





Eddie Elkins renewed for the 
summer and De Huartes’ rumba 
ensemble has been added to the 
floor show by the Club Normandie, 
Mm £. 





Maurice Henry is back at Trom- 
mers, Brooklyn, N,. Y. 





Circus Routes 


Week of April 29 
Al G. Barnes 


San Jose, Cal., 29; ralo Alto, @;- Sar 
Mateo, 1; San Francisco, 2-6. 
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Villages and Peep Shows 
Readied for Fall Festivals 
— Commercial Sponsors 
Sit Up for Fairs After Chi 


Experience 





CIRCUS ACTS OUT 





z Chicago, April 30. 
State and county fairs throughout 
the country have gotten exposi- 


tion conscious. No longer are they 


content with the old-fashioned, reg- 
ulation setup of attractions, festi- 
vals and contests, because the pub- 
lic has generally expressed itself as 
being fed up with the same line of 


attractions year after year. And all 
this all-around dissatisfaction with 
the old school of fair festivals is due 
to the powerful publicity of the Chi- 
cago Century of Progress exposi- 
tion, 

Both the fair secretaries and the 
public paid visits to the Chicago 
expo, and now the fairs, from the 
smallest county two-day to the big 
10-day state fair, are trying to get 
as much of the Chicago expo flavor 
into their setups as possible. 

Result has been that the fair 
agencies around have been swamped 
with demands for a new kind of at- 


traction. Demands run from fan 
dancers to nudist colonies, dare- 
devil drivers, harmonica acts. 


Straight circus stuff is passing out 
rapidly. 
Foreign Flavor 

Not only is the switch to exposi- 
tion style noticed in the type of acts 
seught, but also in the setup of the 
fairs themselves. Suddenly the 
county and_ state festivals are 
branching out with plans for ‘Vil- 
lage’ concessions in the manner of 
the Chicago expo. 

First in demand is Streets of 
Paris, called ‘French Village’ for a 
number of fairs; Black Forest, Mer- 
rie England, Belgium and Oriental 
are the way they set up in demand. 
Where the fairs themselves are not 
setting up these villages, they are 
making deals with their contracted- 
for carnivals to bring in such an 
outfit, and it’s generally a ‘French 
Village,’ according to present plans, 
with the Parisian atmosphere a 
cinch for peep shows and blow-offs. 


Ad Bally 


This shift of the fairs to exposi- 
tion style is being eyed carefully by 
the big advertising concessionaires 
at the Chicago fair,_the auto manu- 
facturers, oil company, packing 
houses and others. They are already 
making moves to contact the fair 
secretaries to see about the possible 
tie-up with the fairs for commercial 
exhibition of their lines. And, just 
like the Chicago expo these com- 
panies are offering the fair free 
shows in part payment for the spon- 
sorship angle. In many cases the 
fairs are considering a good enough 
bargain just for the show and the 
prestige of the sponsors, but the 
bigger fairs are drawing up plans to 


|; set up regular prices to the com- 


mercial sponsors for the rental of | 
concession space, exactly as it was | 
handled by the Chicago expo. 


Mostly Mice 


Cumberland, O., April 39. 
One of the oddest outdoor shows | 


; ever launched in the midwest took | 


to the road this week, piloted by | 
Harry E. Moore, local showman, and 
billed as Harry E. Moore’s Famous 
Pets. 

The show will feature more than 
000 mice, most of them trained and 
gathered from many different 
climes. Moore has long been iden- 
tifled with the white tops, chiefly | 
in the capacity of an animal trainer. | 

Outfit is completely motorized and 


will play midwest territory. j 





FAIRS COPY CHI EXPO 





Cole Bros, Hagenbeck Shows Off to 


Big Chi Start: 


+ 





40-Foot Fall Injures 
17-Year-Old Flyer 


Buffalo, April 30. 
Nelson Pugh, 17-year-old trapeze 
performer with the Six Flying Pot- 
was injured following a 40- 
foot fall from the bar at the In- 


ters, 


door Shrine Circus. 


Pugh was short on a cast for a 
double sommersault from one 
trapeze to another with the receiver 
failing to connect with his wrists. 
He fell into the net, but sustained 
severe chest injuries by reason of 
his knees doubling under him. 





Hoodoo Start 


Bellaire, O., April 30. 
Charles Drew, 72, circus man for 
almost half a century, Louisville, 
Ky., died in a hospital here Mon- 
day, April 22, after a carnival truck 
ran wild down a hill and crashed 
Four others were 





into a stone wall. 


hurt, one seriously. 

He was driving the lumbering of- 
fice truck when the accident oc- 
curred as the Knepp & Dehnert 
Shows were moving into Bellaire. 

Marcus Richardson, 50, of Coving- 
ton, Ky., was thrown through the 
windshield and_ suffered _ serious 
cuts. Earl Thomas and Jim Deav- 
ers, also of Covington, were slightly 
injured. It was the show’s first 
stop on its 1935 tour. 





Total Above 1056 


Chicago, April 30. 
Both the Cole Bros.-Clyde Beatty 
circus and the Hagenbeck- Wallace- 


Forepaugh Bros.-Sells show got 
away to bang-up grosses on their 
initial week despite the competish. 
In fact, the rivalry seems to have 


helped both. Cole show grossed 
over $50,000 on its first session 
while the Hagenbeck circus hit 


around $55,000. 

On actual pace, however, the Cole 
outfit figures as the stronger trick 
due to the fact that it played to 
almost complete sell-out at the 
relatively tiny 10,000-seat Coliseum 
while the Hagenbeck-Wallace show 
had the mighty 26,000-seat Stadium 
for its use and never got near filling 
that arena. Cole Bros. also stands 
to make a much greater profit in its 
stay in Chicago as the Jess Adkins- 
Zack Terrell trick has a pretty 
sweet deal at the Coliseum while the 
Hagenbeck show has been put at 


somewhat a disadvantage in its 
money arrangement with the 
Stadium, 





Booting the Pups 


Tacoma, April 30. 

The death knell of dog racing in 
Washington was sounded by Gove 
ernor Martin when his attorney- 
general ruled betting in any form 
on dog races is illegal and subject 
to crimina! prosecution. 

Theatre men who have been 
fighting against permission for this 
form of racing are jubilant. 
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SENSATION OF THE 
AMUSEMENT WORLD!! 


THE ONE BIG SHOW YOU'LL WANT TO SEE 


JESS ADKINS, ZACK TERRELL, Owners and Managers 
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VARIETY Wednesday, May 1, 1935 
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